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Misplaced
TargeTs?

While Bofors scandal had a far-reaching impact on the Indian 
politics, the real players behind the deal are still off spotlight
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The downtrend of Congress party can be traced back to one single 
event when Bofors scam rocked the nation. The perception about the 
Congress party was subsequently built around the corruption there-

after. Amateur, inexperienced and perhaps innocent late Rajiv Gandhi 
was crucified by powerful cartel of middlemen facilitating destruction of 
India’s oldest political party. Consequently, wrong man died and middle-

men flourished.  Till today, Congress has reluctantly 
defended itself despite of the established fact that late 
Rajiv Gandhi was fooled by his associates to bring 
about his political death during his lifetime. Later, 
Gandhi family handpicked middlemen namely Ahmed 
Patel, V George became leaders and party junked PV 
Narsimha Rao, ND Tiwari, Pranab Mukherjee, Buta 
Singh, GK Moopanar, K Karunakaran, JB Panaik, SM 
Krishna, HR Bharadwaj, Shukla Brothers, Jagan Red-
dy, Mamta Banerjee in their life time. The middlemen 

take over pushed crony capitalism: Anil Ambani, Hinduja’s, Dhoot’s, BR 
Raju, Vijay Mallaya, GVK Reddy and many more became rock stars of cor-
porate world, together they milked the public sector banks with impunity 
to bring the India’s growth story to a grinding halt. 

The government of the day and the pro-active courts must reopen in-
vestigation of the BOFORS SCAM with a focus on exposing middlemen 
rather than the past ruling establishment primarily because bofors scam 
triggered birth to a new class “dalals” in India and they gained tremen-
dous control over the crucial institutions, establishing India as one of 
the most corrupt country in the world.  Though we are fortunate to have 
fiscally clean Prime Ministers in the last few decades yet the corruption 
is rampant in the country at every level.  So, where it went wrong? The 
answer is simple, the country is held hostage at the mercy of middlemen 
operating in politics, bureaucracy, corporate, legal and media domain. 
The country is bleeding from corruption and the current sufferings of the 
desperate poor class are synonymous to the system failure. 

Today, sanctity of the four pillars of democracy is in deep crisis be-
cause the process that started with the Bofors scandal has vitiated our de-
mocracy and spawned so many subsequent frauds and scams. One can’t 
help wondering as to how many subsequent cases of corruption would 
have been avoided had the Bofors scam not provided a veritable template 
to the Kalmadis and Rajas that followed. The pride of 1.3 billion country-
men, our defence forces and their valour, demand a just and definitive 
denouement to this protracted murky saga of treachery to the nation. It 
is high time that CBI intervened in Ajay Agrawal’s petition in Bofors case 
pending before the Supreme Court with complete details of documents 
in the box given by Swedish Police in 1997 to reinvestigate the case and 
bring guilty to books. India must eradicate and punish “Dalals” from the 
system to leap bound herself at the global level and lead the new world 
order. The onus is on the present Narendra Modi government and hy-
per active Supreme Court of the country to order reinvestigation in the 
case without any political overtone and present correct facts to undo the 
damage done by middlemen by giving them exemplary punishment for 
breaking the backbone of the vital institutions of this glorious country. It 
will act as a strong deterrent to the operating middlemen community and 
certainly, it will clean the toxic system.   

    —Prashant Tewari,  Editor-in-Chief 
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How BofoRs 
cRucified 

Rajiv 
and painted 

CoNG 
coRRupt

While the Bofors scam scalped a Union government, middlemen 
involved in the deal are still scot free. It’s time to bring them out…

Prashant Tewari, J Gopikrishnan

Amateur, inexperienced 
and perhaps innocent late 
Rajiv Gandhi was cruci-
fied by powerful cartel 
of middlemen to destroy 
the India’s oldest politi-

cal party. The government of the day and 
the pro-active courts must order an in-
vestigation of the BOFORS GUN SCAM 
to focus on exposing middle men rather 
than the past ruling establishment be-
cause we felt that bofors scan triggered 
birth to a new class “dalals” in India and 
they have a tremendous control over the 
crucial institutions, establishing India 
as one of the most corrupt country in 
the world.  Though we are fortunate to 
have fiscally clean Prime Ministers in 
the last few decades yet the corruption 
is rampant in the country at every level. 
So, where it went wrong? The answer is 
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In 2005, the Delhi 
High Court quashed 
charges against all 
other people who 
were accused in 
the Bofors case, 
including the Hinduja 
brothers who were 
also accused of being 
middlemen in the 
deal. 
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simple, the country is held hostage at 
the mercy of middle men operating in 
politics, bureaucracy, legal and media 
domain. The country is bleeding from 
corruption and tremendous sufferings 
of the desperate poor class are synony-
mous to the system failure.

In this backdrop, it is vital to ex-
plore the Bofors gun purchasing scan-
dal which changed the politics of the 
country happened 33 years ago in 1987. 
With revelations in 1987 by Swedish  
Radio alleging kickbacks in the pur-
chase of guns for the Indian Army trem-
ors started in Indian polity and press 
that shook to its roots the Congress re-
gime under Prime Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi. Unfortunately, there were several 

bigwigs cutting across party lines with 
incriminating links to this scam and 
they colluded to sabotage this case al-
lowing several culprits to escape public 
scrutiny and legal prosecution. 

Part 1: Background
A healthy democracy evolves 

through legislature, executive, judi-
ciary and media. The Bofors scandal in 
1980s set in motion a process of decay 
in all the organs of democracy whereby 
they were compromised to save the 
guilty that were among the country’s 
powerful elite. It may well be that the 
allegedly guilty head of the then ruling 
party may have been beguiled by his 
cronies for their own vested interests to 
take wrong decisions. It is also true that 
propriety demands that a dead person 
should not be accused since he cannot 
respond and clear his name (We will 
strictly follow the convention). How-
ever, the country has a right to know 
the whole truth once it was established 
that money exchanged hands in the 
deal. Corruption in the defense estab-
lishment should be treated as treachery 
against the nation and it must be re-
investigated under IPC and stringent 
NSA guidelines. In 2005, the Delhi 
High Court quashed charges against 

all other people who were accused in 
the Bofors case, including the Hinduja 
brothers who were also accused of be-
ing middlemen in the deal. The CBI 
plea against the High Court verdict was 
filed in February 2018 after an extraor-
dinarily long delay of 13 years; it was 
rejected by the SC. The Court should 
have taken note of the fact that UPA I & 
UPA II were in power from 2004-2014, 
hence the question of an appeal in top 
court during this period would have 
been impossible. However,one ex BJP 
worker and Advocate Ajay Agrawal had 

The Court should have 
taken note of the fact 
that UPA I & UPA II 
were in power from 
2004-2014, hence the 
question of an appeal 
in top court during this 
period would have been 
impossible.
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filed an appeal against the Delhi High 
Court judgment in 2005 itself. The Su-
preme Court agreed to hear Agrawal’s 
plea and the case is currently pending 
in the court. The Supreme Court told 
the CBI that it could make itself heard 
during the hearings on Agrawal’s plea. 
Will the CBI under BJP regime now file 
an Interim Application(IA) in the Ajay 
Agrawal’s case since the petitioner is 
sleeping over the case for reasons best 
known to him? 

Background: Mohan Guruswamy-
wrote investigative reports on the case 
to know the scam’s political background 
and the business nexus behind it. Olaf 
Palme, the Prime Minister of Sweden 
was an influential and respected name 
in world affairs and had strenuously 
opposed the US war on Vietnam. He 
inspired Rajiv Gandhi to take the initia-

tive on nuclear disarmament. The quid 
pro quo for facilitating Rajiv Gandhi’s 
easy entry to the global high table was 
the purchase of the Bofors FH45 Howit-
zer. Palme was also facing a re-election 
and his party’s coffers needed topping 
up. The Indian Army’s Howitzer order 
would do the trick. The competition was 
shortlisted in to M/s Sofma of France, 
M/s AB Bofors of Sweden, M/s Inter-
national Military Services of the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and M/s Voest Alpine of 
Austria. In the first six evaluations, the 
Sofma 155mm TR howitzer, with its ex-

Olaf Palme

Arun Nehru

Olaf Palme, the Prime 
Minister of Sweden 
was an influential and 
respected name in 
world affairs and had 
strenuously opposed the 
US war on Vietnam. He 
inspired Rajiv Gandhi 
to take the initiative on 
nuclear disarmament. 
The quid pro quo 
for facilitating Rajiv 
Gandhi’s easy entry to 
the global high table 
was the purchase of the 
Bofors FH45 Howitzer.
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tended range, was decisively preferred 
to the Bofors gun. Financial consider-
ations also gave the French manufac-
turer what seemed to be an unbeatable 
lead.The donation by the Bofors Foun-
dation at Karlskrona to the Swedish 
SDP is solid proof. 

Losing this lucrative order made 
the Arun Nehru led Austrian competi-
tor Voest Alpine furious since it was 
confident of bagging it its product be-
ing the best gun and preferred choice of 
the armed forces technical committee.  
Austrian leader eisenberger told the 
parliamentary committee that the funds 

they wanted accounted for were paid to 
the Congress party and that a kinsman 
of the Indian Prime Minister had re-
ceived them. The Austrian government 
then advised the Indian government 
to have this money returned and close 
the matter. This was the first time the 
new Indian Prime Minister heard about 
the dirty game played by his known set 
of close people. He was furious. A very 
powerful Minister in his government 
was summarily sacked. Now a way was 
sought to set this account right. Bofors 
was required to close this hole. This was 
being arranged via a Swiss banker Fran-

cis Laffont. The route went like this. 
Bofors pays Laffont,Laffont pays Voest 
Alpine and the money already paid in 
India stays where it is. eisenberger al-
leged that Voest Alpine’s representative 
in Delhi, a man called Unterweger was 
Ottavio Quatrochhi’s neighbor in New 
Delhi. Being expatriate businessmen, 
they became good friends and both 
were good friends of Rajiv Gandhi’s wife 
Sonia Gandhi and her sister Anushka’s 
then husband Walter Vinci. It is a well 
documented fact that Vinci was in the 
grip of Rajiv Gandhi’s delegation which 
signed the Bofors deal. BJP leader Sub-
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ramanian Swamy many times petitioned 
to Central Governments on probing the 
role of Vinci who got a major cut in the 
deal and later buzzed off from Sonia’s 
family.

As was the well-established practice 
then, Unterweger also cut a deal with 
Quattrocchi. What Unterweger did not 
know was that Quattrocchi had similar 
deals cut with Bofors and Sofma, the 
French howitzer manufacturer. When 
the Voest Alpine deal collapsed, Quat-
trocchi was required to close that ac-
count, as did the Congress party. So one 
more pay off stream was organised by 
Bofors to Quattrochi to close this hole. 
The Hinduja brothers took this to the 
next level. People like the Hindujas have 
friends in all parties and many coun-

tries. Lest we forget, it was Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee who wrote to then Prime Min-
ister PV Narasimha Rao seeking closure 
of the Bofors case against the Hinduja 
brothers. And it was Srichand Hinduja 
who accompanied Vajpayee’s Principal 
Secretary Brajesh Mishra to his meet-
ings with then British PM Tony Blair 
and then French PM Jacques Chirac af-
ter the nuclear tests in 1998. Vajpayee 
and Mishra were actively canvassing for 
approval of the controversial proposed 
Hinduja power plant at Vizagapatam.
Not surprisingly, even today the plant is 
under tremendous debt burden and the 
public sector banks are at high risk of 
losing tax payers money. Adding to the 
trouble, there is a massive litigation go-
ing on between the state government, 
state power regulator and the Hindu-
ja’s. 

So far, the Indian Government has 
been given two names by the Swedish 
journalists who are involved in the sto-

As was the well-
established practice 
then, Unterweger 
also cut a deal with 
Quattrocchi. What 
Unterweger did 
not know was that 
Quattrocchi had similar 
deals cut with Bofors 
and Sofma, the French 
howitzer manufacturer.
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ry. One is Win Chadha, a Delhi-based 
arms dealer who represents a number 
of companies abroad, including Bofors. 
Chadha has denied that he received 
any payments, and claims he stopped 
representing Bofors in 1985 after the 
agreement between Rajiv and the then 
Swedish premier Olof Palme, that no 
middlemen would be involved. A pho-
tograph published in several Swedish 
dailies, which elicited amused comment 
in Stockholm, was that of a jubilant 
Chadha celebrating with champagne, 
with Bofors officials, after the contract 
was clinched. The other name given is 
that of Commander M.R.A. Rao, who 
used to represent Bofors in the late ‘70s, 
but retired from the arms business after 
Chadha’s appointment. More over there 
is a big hidden aspect in this Bofors saga. 
The kickback money paid to Quattroc-
chi and Walter Vinci came from a shell 
firm AE Services. BJP leader Subrama-
nian Swamy, who was also Law Minis-
ter during 1990-91 and saw many pros-
ecution files and investigators reports, 

repeatedly stated that M/s Ae Service 
was first promoted by Congress leader 
P Chidambaram’s elder cousin and in-
dustrialist AC Muthaiah. Swamy many 
times demanded probe into Muthaiah’s 
role in Bofors kickback arrangement. 
However CBI even during BJP regime – 
1998 to 2004 and now – kept silent on 
this fact. even BJP leader Arun Jaitley, 
whose career brightened as Additional 
Solicitor General (ASG) in charge of the 
Bofors case during VP Singh regime, 
always kept quiet on this aspect due to 
his proximity with Chidambaram. Like 

Jaitley, all BJP leaders kept silence on 
the role of Hinduja brothers due to lat-
ter’s proximity to Vajpayee. The worst 
role in the cover was that of the Law 
Minister Ram Jethmalani who handled 
the files of Bofors and later, against all 
norms administrative and political mo-
rality, became the advocate of Hinduja 
Brothers.   

Such is the sordid and nefarious 
saga of the Bofors case in which power-
ful businessmen and politicians cutting 
across party lines colluded to deceive 
the Indian public and nation. 

The Hinduja brothers take this to the next level. 
People like the Hindujas have friends in all parties 
and many countries. Lest we forget, it was Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee who wrote to then Prime Minister 
PV Narasimha Rao seeking closure of the Bofors 
case against the Hinduja brothers

Hinduja’s Brothers 
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Part – 2
In 1997, Swedish Government submitted a box full of docu-

ments about Bofors case to India. Journalist Chitra Subramani-
um, who first exposed the Swedish Radio’s revelation of 1987was 
present in the function of the box handing over to Indian Am-
bassador by Swedish Federal Bureau of Police along with other 
journalists. Defence Minister George Fernandez many times 
complained that Prime Minister AB Vajpayee never allowed 
him to touch this box or any of the Bofors files. Why? Answer 
is simple:the role of Vajpayee protégé Hinduja Brothers in the 
Bofors kickback would have been exposed. Now the question is 
where that box handed over by Swedish Police is now? CBI never 
mentioned about this box in their charge sheet filed after five 
years.   

Bofors Scandal – The murky 
tale of sabotage: Who are all 

responsible? 
The real sabotage started in Bofors 
case when trial started in 2000. 
The corruption case came to light 
in 1987, and it politically finished 
Rajiv Gandhi though the subsequent 
investigation showed his innocence 
in person. The beneficiaries could 
have been his colleagues, close 
family acquaintance and surely the 
middle men and corporate Dalal’s. 
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Legal Battle: The charge-sheet 
filed on October 9, 2000 by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in 
the Delhi court of Special Judge Ajit 
Bharihoke, read along with the detailed 
post-April 1987 record of the media in-
vestigation and other documents and 
reports, makes two things clear. While 
there is nothing new in the claim made 
by the Hinduja Brothers about their 
“non-involvement in the Bofors case”, 
a mass of multi-faceted documentary 
evidence and information gives the lie 
to this claim. On April 22, 1987, the 
respected Swedish daily newspaper 
Dagens Nyheter (DN), quoting highly 
placed company sources in an original 
report, identified the Hindujas as recipi-
ents of the “commission” paid by Bofors 
in connection with winning the Bofors-
India howitzer contract of March 24, 
1986. The first irrefutable documentary 
basis of the Hindujas’ involvement in 
the Bofors-India payoff scandal came 
in the form of six documents relating to 

the PitcoMoresco: ‘Lotus’, ‘Mont Blanc’, 
‘Tulip’ accounts track of ‘commission’ 
payments, amounting to nearly SeK 81 
million, published and analysed in The 
Hindu of April 22, 1988 and June 25, 
1988. especially important were three 
transaction documents which made the 
link, “Pitco, c/o Sangam Ltd” and “Pit-
co, c/o Mr G.P. HindujaSangam Ltd.,” 
for 1982 and 1984. By June 1988, the 
independent media investigation had 
acquired and published a large num-
ber of authoritative Bofors documents 
that gave the lie to the ‘winding up’, ‘no 

middlemen’, ‘no commission’, ‘no Indi-
an recipient’ story. By late-1989, a great 
deal of further evidence and informa-
tion, notably from the Martin Ardbo di-
ary entries and notes for 1987 seized by 
the Swedish police and from The Hindu 
investigation’s interaction with the Hin-
dujas, had revealed the involvement of 
the Hinduja Brothers as lead actors in 
the crisis-management and coverup. In 
fact, these developments strongly indi-
cated that the Hindujas’ role in the Bo-
fors howitzer scandal went deeper than 
the role of anyone.  

While there is nothing new in the claim made by 
the Hinduja Brothers about their “non-involvement 
in the Bofors case”, a mass of multi-faceted 
documentary evidence and information gives the lie 
to this claim. On April 22, 1987
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After a regular criminal case was registered by the CBI in 1990, 
this strategy of blanket denial continued, with S.P. Hinduja and 
G.P. Hinduja reportedly claiming to the CBI investigators, as 
late as 1991, that “our family has never dealt with Bofors” and 
S.P. Hinduja going so far as to assert, in a newspaper interview 
published on April 14, 1991, that “we are not an appellant before 
Swiss courts on the Bofors matter.” 



O p i N i O N  E x p r E s s 15January 2021

After a regular criminal case was reg-
istered by the CBI in 1990, this strategy 
of blanket denial continued, with S.P. 
Hinduja and G.P. Hinduja reportedly 
claiming to the CBI investigators, as late 
as 1991, that “our family has never dealt 
with Bofors” and S.P. Hinduja going so 
far as to assert, in a newspaper inter-
view published on April 14, 1991, that 
“we are not an appellant before Swiss 
courts on the Bofors matter.” This un-
savory chapter should have come to an 
end with the incriminating documents 
received in December 1999 by India’s 
premier criminal investigation agency 
from the Swiss authorities in execution 
of the letter of rogatory of February 7, 
1990. But during a phase of pre-charge 
sheet jitters, the denial continued with 
new variants of the falsehood in des-
perate attempts to block and even de-
rail the lawful investigation. No longer 
was it possible to deny the fact of Bo-
fors payments into the coded accounts 
opened by a Panama-based front spelt, 
variously, as M/s Mc Intyre Corpora-
tion and M/s Mac Intire Corporation, 
or ownership of this ‘M...’ corporation 
(by whatever name spelt) by the three 
Hinduja brothers, Srichand, Gopichand 
and Prakash Hinduja.

The Bofors case, as investigated by 
the CBI, is about criminal conspiracy, 
bribery, criminal misconduct by public 
servants, cheating, criminal breach of 
trust, forgery for the purpose of cheat-
ing and using as genuine a forged docu-
ment in respect of the Bofors-India 
howitzer contract of March 24, 1986. 
The first charge-sheet, filed in October 
1999, was against the former Defence 
Secretary, S.K. Bhatnagar, Ottavio 
Quattrocchi, W.N. Chadha, Martin Ar-
dbo, M/s A.B. Bofors for various offenc-
es under the Indian Penal Code. The 
charge-sheet against G.P., S.P. and P.P. 
Hinduja alleges that they were “party to 
the criminal conspiracy with Martin Ar-
dbo and others during the period 1985-
1987 and thereafter and in pursuance 
thereof, they also received commissions 
from M/s AB Bofors”; that the Swed-
ish arms manufacturer paid the three 
brothers, through the ‘M...’ corporation, 
SeK 80.80 million; that although the 
Government of India had laid down a 
requirement of no middlemen and no 
commissions in the howitzer deal and 
Bofors had agreed, “in pursuance of the 
criminal conspiracy, the accused per-
sons dishonestly led the government to 
believe that there were no agents and in-
duced the government to part with” an 
amount that included “commissions,” 
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thus cheating the government and put-
ting it to “a wrongful loss.”

The supplementary charge-sheet 
makes clear that in the CBI’s profes-
sional judgment, there is abundant evi-
dence linking the ‘Arab-Tulip,””Lotus,” 
and “Mont Blanc” coded payments 
(SeK 37.03 million, SeK 31.99 million 
and SeK 11.77 million) into three Hin-
duja Swiss bank accounts with the 1986 
Bofors-India howitzer contract and the 
consequent payoffs. A CBI analysis of 
the nine discrete payments made by 
Bofors into the three coded Hinduja 
accounts between May and December 
1986 showed that the payments were 
contingent on, and linked precisely to, 
the advance paid to Bofors by the Gov-
ernment of India and the payments 
made on account of the actual delivery 
of the gun systems, ammunition and so 
on. The evidence is absolutely clear that 
these were ‘commissions’ in accordance 
with the 3 per cent of the total contract 
value laid down in a Moresco-Bofors 
contract, as revealed to the Government 
of India by the Bofors officials.

The CBI charge-sheet also docu-
ments blocking maneuvers by the three 
Hinduja brothers in Switzerland, un-
dertaken to prevent the Government 
of India receiving the legal assistance 
requested under the ‘dual criminality’ 
provision. It also calls attention to the 
significance of the change of national-

ity by G.P. Hinduja in June 1998 and 
by S.P. Hinduja in April 1999; it found 
a direct link between these events and 
“the stages of execution of the Letters 

Rogatory in Switzerland. The charge-
sheet asserts that such conduct by the 
three Hinduja brothers “shows that 
they are also conspirators along with 
M/s A.B. Bofors.” The three Hinduja 
brothers, two of whom have become 
U.K. nationals and the third has report-
edly acquired Swiss nationality, have 
defied the CBI’s summons and have, 
in effect, kept away from the law. They 
have been unable to come to India to at-
tend to their substantial business inter-
ests and other matters because the CBI 
would, without doubt, have knocked at 
their door and takes whatever action, 
under the law of the land, that it consid-
ered appropriate in the interests of its 
investigation. However, they have clev-
erly put their fourth brother Ashok Hin-
duja to regulate the business interest in 
India. The CBI has also had a ‘look-out’ 
notice issued against the three Hinduja 
brothers which meant that had they 
landed in India; immigration would 
have alerted the CBI about their arriv-
al. Once the charges are framed by the 
Special Judge and the action moves de-
cisively to a trial, it could be a new and 
even more worrying ball-game for the 
brothers from the standpoint of both 
personal and business interests. After The supplementary 

charge-sheet makes 
clear that in the CBI’s 
professional judgment, 
there is abundant 
evidence linking the 
‘Arab-Tulip,””Lotus,” 
and “Mont Blanc” coded 
payments (SeK 37.03 
million, SeK 31.99 
million and SeK 11.77 
million) into three 
Hinduja Swiss bank 
accounts with the 1986 
Bofors-India howitzer 
contract and the 
consequent payoffs.
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the charges are framed, the CBI’s lever-
age in making the intransigent accused 
submit themselves to the law of the land 
will increase considerably - with sum-
mons, warrants, legal sanctions against 
properties and business assets, and ex-
tradition proceedings becoming theo-
retical possibilities - and there could 
be a high cost to staying away notwith-
standing the influence in high political 
places the Hinduja brothersare reputed 
to enjoy. It was during UPA1 rule that 
Hindujas managed to kill the case in 
Delhi High court. The Hinduja Brothers 
have access everywhere from Congress 
to BJP, to even regional parties like Sa-
majwadi Party, to many journalists who 
purposely obscured their specific role 
and wrote only about unreachable for-
eign brokers. 

In nutshell, Indian journalists con-
centrated on hazy, inaccessible foreign 
brokers and shut their eyes to the easily 
traceable links of Hinduja Brothers and 
AC Muthaiah’s role. It was somewhat 
similar to highlighting the responsibil-
ity of unreachable US citizen Anderson 
in the Union Carbide case, while white-
washing the criminally negligent role 
of local Indian group in the Bhopal Gas 
Tragedy.  And, at last, CBI buried the 

Bofors case in 2008 by filing closure re-
port when Ashwani Kumar was Direc-
tor, who was so closeto Sonia Gandhi 
and died recently by committing suicide 
in mysterious circumstances. He was 
earlier Security In-charge of Sonia Gan-
dhi when working in Special Protection 
Group (SPG). In 2008 Ashwani Kumar 
was brought in as CBI Director by Sonia 
Gandhi by passing persons short listed 
for the post and having done his job, he 
got from his ultimate patron Sonia the 

governorship of a state as a quid pro 
quo after retirement from CBI. 

The subsequent behavior of suc-
cessive Governments did indicate that 
while there is something to hide, they 
were not in agreement on what to hide. 
The Congress kept sheltering Quat-
trochi and the BJP was more intent on 
shielding the Hinduja brothers. The 
two roads crisscrossed, and neither the 
truth prevailed nor did the law take its 
course. And to add the misery to the 
wound, the perpetrator has recently 
complained about the rotten system of 
India in an international magazine. It 
is clear that the middlemen have de-
stroyed the transparency in governance 
and the system works according to the 
wimps and fancies of the “dalals”.  

Opinion Express explained the 
players involved in the sabotages and 
why it is vital to expose middlemen and 
corporate Dalal’ sand delink politics 
from the subsequent investigation; it 
was an international conspiracy to des-
terilize the country via middlemen. The 
same practice is almost repeated in the 
Rafale fighter jet deal wherein the oppo-
nent pressed the accelerator to defame 
government and the perhaps the middle 
men would have enjoyed the cream. 

The Hinduja Brothers 
have access everywhere 
from Congress to BJP, 
to even regional parties 
like Samajwadi Party, 
to many journalists who 
purposelyobscured their 
specific role and wrote 
only about unreachable 
foreign brokers. 
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The special investigation team has 
said that ‘Rajiv Gandhi’s name ap-
pears not as a beneficiary but because 
as Prime Minister and defence minister 
he was involved in one of the swiftest 
government decisions ever of awarding 
a hefty defence contracts”. One is at a 
loss to understand what was wrong in 
it. It was for the government and the 
defence ministry to decide how quickly 
they needed the equipment and simply 
because the government took a quick 
decision in clinching the deal, it does 
not follow something was fishy about 
it. Generally, it is said that delay and 
the red tape lead to corruption but here 
SIT people strangely took a different 
view. R.C.Sharma who succeeded Jog-
inder Singh as CBI chief has publicly 
remarked, there is no evidence to blame 
Rajiv to the Bofors pay-offs. The press 
has a view that Sharma was close to the 
Congress in general and Sonia in par-
ticular.

especially in arms deals, agreements 
are signed between two countries, but 
it is common practice that it is helped 
along the way by some individuals 

called middlemen or brokers who are 
generally expert negotiators. It was Ra-
jiv Gandhi who insisted with the Bofors 
that no middlemen should be employed 
and bofors issued the ‘no middlemen’ 
certificate to India. Rajiv earlier in his 
talk with Olaf Palme discussed the no 
middlemen condition with him and the 
Swedish Prime Minister gave his word 
on it. Later Olaf Palme was killed under 
mysterious circumstances and Rajiv 
wont to Stockholm to attend the funeral 
of Palme. Then the new Prime Minis-
ter Ingvar Carlsson and told him that 
he had recorded his decision on the file 
approving the award of the contract for 
the Howitzer gun to Swedish company 
Bofors subject to certain certifications 
from the Swedish government regard-
ing the financial terms of the contract. 
That all anybody received any money 
from Bofors, it was purely a legitimate 
business deal between that person and 
Bofors; and Rajiv was neither aware of 
it nor had he to do anything with it.

The Hindujas having a wide net-
work of international business are also 
said to have a hand in the Bofors com-

mission money. It is reported that the 
Swiss authorities have told CBI infor-
mally that the Hindujas made the mis-
take of channeling moneys from other 
deals through the same account into 
which the Bofors pay-offs was trans-
ferred. The Hindujas are worried that 
their Swiss account would expose many 
of their Illegal gun deals with Iran and 
Contra Rebels. Therefore, since 1991, 
the Hindujas have been protecting their 
Bofors account by imposing legal hur-
dles in the form of appeals and so on.

From the maze of information avail-
able from the CBI investigations into 
Bofors scandal, one thing becomes 
clear that the Bofors paid money by way 
of commission or winding up charges 
to some intermediaries who had some-
thing to do professionally in such deals 
and the linking of Rajiv Gandhi’s name 
in such transfer of money is a politically 
motivated attempt to tarnish his image 
and also to put hurdles in the purchase 
of necessary weaponry for the Indian 
Defence Services.

The Hindujas are among the alleged 
recipients of the pay-offs in the Bofors 

Part 3: The conspiracy, time 
line & Road ahead



O p i N i O N  E x p r E s s 19January 2021

scam. The details of the Hinduja’s Swiss 
account were released by the Swiss au-
thoritiesin the second installment of 
papers but it was followed up with no 
action. AB Vajpayee was alleged to have 
close links with the Hinduja brothers, 
and it is said they have done intense 
international lobbying for Vajpayee 
to project his image. Vajpayee was the 
guest of honour at the inauguration in 
Mumbai of The Indus-Ind Bank owned 
by the Hindujas. earlier he had been a 
guest of honour at the Diwali banquet 
hosted by the Hinduja brothers in Lon-
don. It was said Vajpayee often listens 
to Hindujas advice on the formulation 
of India’s economic policy. No one 
seems to be worried about such connec-
tions but take lot of pains to link Rajiv 
Gandhi with alleged receipt of money by 
Hinduja from Bofors. On the contrary, 
the probe should have also focused on 
Vajpayee Hinduja links to target Rajiv 
Gandhi family, the relationship suited 
both: Vajpayee was politically rewarded 
and Hinduja got away from confirmed 
corruption case conviction. The Bofors 
scandal is a political ghost created by 
the international destabilisers of India. 
Later to be taken up by some Indian 
politicians and a group of sensation 
mongering journalists to give it dispro-
portionately demonic dimensions with a 
view to discredit Rajiv Gandhi. The final 
conclusion is emerging from the inves-
tigation that the middlemen in the deal 
were acting as the double agent; this is 
the conclusive outcome of the investi-
gation. They certainly made money in 
the transaction and then conveniently 
shifted to other side to defame the po-

litical adversary by using selective leaks 
in the press from time to time and took 
business advantages from their new po-
litical masters.  

Road ahead: Unlike the old Atal-
Advani soft BJP, the present Narendra 
Modi led BJP government is relentless 
in dealing with white color criminals 
no matter how high and mighty. Apart 
from Ram Mandir movement, people’s 
anger on Bofors scandal and various 
scams of Congress era was also a signifi-
cant factor for the surge of BJP. Given 
its unquestioned commitment to bring-
ing about a corruption free India, it be-
comes the natural duty of this Govern-
ment to undo the cover-ups in Bofors 
case.And the present government must 
think of setting up a SIT to investigate 
all the defence deals and purchases dur-
ing UPA period 2004-2014 as the cor-
ruption was rampant during that time.   

The Supreme Court has rejected 
the appeal of CBI in 2018 (citing the 
Swedish investigator’s revelations) with 
an advice to club the petition with the 
pending Ajay Agarawal case. It is im-
perative for the present Government 
to investigate the matter without any 
political witch-hunting and delinking 
the name of the Rajiv Gandhi from the 
process to avoid giving political colors 
to the investigation. The Bofors Scandal 
was exposed 33 years ago and Swedish 
Police gave box full documents 23 years 
ago to CBI. The country has waited for 
over three decades to know the truth of 
the matter that has ruined the political 
life of many prominent leaders and in 
the process has established new alter-
native leadership based on the “Bofors 

politics”. Today, the sanctity of the four 
pillars of democracy is in crisis because 
the process that started with the Bofors 
scandal has vitiated our democracy and 
spawned so many subsequent frauds 
and scams. One can’t help wondering as 
to how many subsequent cases of cor-
ruption would have been avoided had 
the Bofors scam not provided a veritable 
template to the Kalmadis and Rajas that 
followed. The pride of 1.3 billion coun-
trymen, our defence forces and their 
valour, demand a just and definitive de-
nouement to this protracted murky saga 
of treachery to the nation. It is high time 
that CBI intervened in Ajay Agrawal’s 
petition in Bofors case pending before 
the Supreme Court with complete de-
tails of documents in the box given by 
Swedish Police in 1997 to reinvestigate 
the case and bring guilty to books. India 
must eradicate and punish “Dalals” from 
the system to leap bound herself at the 
global level and lead the new world or-
der. The onus is on the present Narendra 
Modi government and hyper active Su-
preme Court of the country to order re-
investigation in the case without any po-
litical overtone and present correct facts 
to undo the damage done by middlemen 
by giving exemplary punishment to the 
guilty for breaking the backbone of the 
vital institutions of this glorious country. 
It will act as a strong deterrent to the op-
erating middle men community and cer-
tainly, it will clean the toxic system.    

(Prashant Tewari is Editor-in-
Chief of Opinion Express,  

J Gopikrishnan is India’s most 
well-known Investigative 

journalist)
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Arul louis

India became a non-permanent 
member of the Security Council 
on Friday taking a seat at the UN’s 

highest decision-making body at a time 
of changing reality even as it presses 
ahead with its quest for a permanent 
seat.

As a member, India will be able to 
push its agenda of promoting the ethos 
of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” -- the 
world is one family -- while being the 
leading voice on combating terrorism, 
and also confronting China’s attempts 
to bring up Kashmir.

During the crucial phase of the world 
emerging from the trauma and chaos of 
the COVID-19 pandemic to face change 
realities, New Delhi can help shape the 
new order. With T.S. Tirumurti as the 
permanent representative, India will 
formally take its seat on Monday morn-
ing when the Council meets for its first 
meeting of the year in a closed session 
presided over by Tunisia’s Permanent 
Representative Tarek Ladeb, the presi-
dent for the month of January.

India’s flag will go up in front of the 
Council chamber at a televised ceremo-
ny at noon local time (10.30 p.m. in In-
dia) proclaiming its membership.

India was elected for the eighth time 
to the Council polling 184 votes of the 
192 votes cast for the non-permanent 
seat to represent Asia.

Indonesia retired at the end of 2020, 
leaving India to succeed it on the Coun-
cil. Vietnam is the other Asian country 
holding a non-permanent seat on the 
15-member Council.

As historically the biggest contribu-
tor of troops to UN peace-keeping, In-
dia will have an input into determin-
ing how the operations are mandated. 
India has complained that the process 
driven by the permanent members does 
not adequately consult with the troop-
contributors or take their experiences 
into account.

India has warned about the Coun-
cil’s mission-creep a” taking on issues 
like climate change for which it does not 
have a mandate under the UN Charter. 
Now, India can voice its reservations in 
the Council.

During the past two years, China 
has tried to bring up the Kashmir issue 
in the Council as a favour to its client 
Pakistan. Because of the opposition 
of the other members, Beijing has not 
been able to hold an open session and 
has had to settle for informal consulta-
tions without any statement or record.

If Beijing tries again to bring up 
Kashmir, India will be able to directly 

deal with the attempts and should in-
formal sessions be held, it can answer 
right there.

Being on the Council will mean tak-
ing positions and setting out its stand 
almost daily on global issues, some-
times in real-time.

The Indian mission has been rein-
forced with at least four more diplomats 
to take care of the increased workload.

india joins unsc as world 
confronts changing reality
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The hot spots confronting the Coun-
cil right now are yemen, Syria, North 
Korea, ethiopia, Iran, Myanmar, Af-
ghanistan and the Central African Re-
public. When it was out of the Council, 
India did not have to take a stand, for 
example, on issues like the ethiopian 
crisis or expound it to the world, but it 
will now have to react.

There are also confrontations in-
volving permanent members a” Russia 
with Ukraine, and China with India and 
several Indo-Pacific countries.

At the Council, India will find its 
emerging foreign policy outlook of as-
sertive independence with primacy to 
its perceived interests tested as its di-
plomacy is stretched while balancing 

its strategic interests amid competing 
pulls.

For instance in yemen, where there 
has been a fresh round of violence this 
week, India will have to deal with the 
seepage of Middle eastern rivalries into 
the conflict with Saudi Arabia as a key 
player of interest to India.

In Syria, there is the line up of Rus-
sia versus the western nations and that 
is the case also with Moscow’s dispute 
with Kyiv.

The degree of polarisation at the 
Council is likely to lessen on one front 
with the change in the United States 
presidency and India will not face the 
same degree on pressures on issues like 
Iran and Venezuela.

The distinctive division in the Coun-
cil is between the western countries and 
Russia, with China being on the side of 
Russia most of the time, although often 
not as assertively.

While India has drifted closer to 
Western european positions on some 
issues like Israel, on others like Syria, it 
is closer to Russia’s.

And on the Rohingya refugee crisis, 
New Delhi’s stance is closer to Beijing’s, 
rather than the West’s.

India first served on the Council in 
1950 and 16 years elapsed before its 
next turn in 1967. Since then, it has been 
been on the Council six more times with 
increasing frequency, the last one in 
2011.
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lord Ranger cBE 

The tragedy of 
Sikhs is that 
they have not 

found a leader worthy 
of carrying forward 
the legacy of their il-
lustrious Gurus since 
Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh. We are still 
trying to get over the fall-out from the 
lack of vision and leadership of Jarnail 
Singh Bhindranwale, now another “vi-
sionary”, Gurpatwant Singh Pannu, has 
appeared from America. He now wishes 
to lead the Sikhs by carrying forward 
the legacy of Bhindranwale. No one has 
divided Sikhs more than Bhindrawa-
laand also poisoned the minds of our 
youth who have limited understanding 
of our faith and history but feel angry 
due to the attack on the Golden Temple. 
Sadly, the attack led to the assassination 
of the then Prime Minister of India, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi and her death followed 

anti Sikhs riots in India. Thousand in-
nocent Sikhs were massacred in the 
communal riots. It is unfortunate that 
a so-called ‘Saint’ a man of peace and 
harmony could inflict massive damage 
to the image of Sikhs in India by consid-
ering himself to be over and above the 
rule of law.

Ironically, Mr Pannu, unlike Bhin-
drawale, carries an American Passport 
and Citizenship, and yet he feels for the 
Sikhs of Punjab. Should he not come to 
Punjab and lead the Sikhs personally as 
our Gurus did when they were fighting 
against the tyranny of Mughals? I am 
sure he will find out that the Sikhs of 
Punjab do not have the appetite to once 
again bring lawlessness into Punjab. 
They are still suffering the consequence 
of an unelected, self-appointed leader 
who claimed to get the Sikhs more 
rights than the elected Chief Minister 
of Punjab and what Sikhs were entitled 
to in a secular and democratic country, 
India.

Mr Pannu’s vision is to go against 

that of the Sikh Gurus by contradicting 
their philosophy. Where the Sikh Gurus 
believed in the oneness of the human 
race, Mr Pannu believes that the Sikhs 
are a different race and also have a dif-
ferent DNA to that of the rest of Indians. 
Sikh Gurus dedicated their lives and 
paid supreme sacrifices to unite us with 
the rest of humankind, there Mr Pannu 
is trying to divide us by paddling ha-
tred against non-Sikhs of Punjab. Sikh 
Gurus gave us a faith which is based on 
interfaith teachings to demonstrate that 
we are all equal. Mr Pannu’s ideology is 
to deny non Sikhs of Punjab equality by 
proclaiming that Punjab only belongs 
to the Sikhs. In other words, he wishes 
to repeat what the Muslims of India did 
in 1947 by declaring Hindus, Sikhs and 
Christians second class in the country 
of their birth and that of their forefa-
thers. We all know the death and de-
struction that this caused in the country 
where people once lived side by side 
in perfect harmony regardless of reli-
gion. They had shared history, heritage, 

Nationalist Sikh never 
wants a separate state...
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folklore, food, language etc. The same 
people have become arch enemies and 
have had four bloody wars since their 
division with further loss of precious 
lives. Who knows if the area becomes a 
nuclear flashpoint someday such is the 
hatred that religious disharmony can 
cause.

Our illustrious father Shaheed 

Nanak Singh www.shaheednanaksingh.
com was a visionary and could foretell 
the consequences of religious dishar-
mony. He pleaded with the then Mus-
lim leaders not to cut and run and fall 
for the British policy of ‘Divide & Rule’. 
He said that after independence, In-
dia would be a secular and democratic 
country with one person one vote, and 

as a result, together we would make our 
destiny. He further warned that a coun-
try created artificially with the help of 
bloodshed would continue to generate 
more hatred for its very survival. In the 
words of our father, “India’s diversity is 
like the colours of a rainbow, its charm 
will diminish if one is removed”.

Mr Pannu does not believe in learn-
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ing from history and would like to re-
peat the mistakes of the past. He seems 
content to see the death and destruction 
of 1947 happen once again in Punjab 
and Sikhs massacred outside Punjab 
just as we witnessed in 1984. He also 
does not seem to care what happens to 
the Sikh holy shrines outside Punjab as, 
according to him, the Sikhs should be 
confined to Punjab only. Does he think 
there will be no reaction in the rest of 
India against the poisonous ideology of 
the Khalistanis in Punjab?

It is worth remembering that the 
Sikh Gurus never stood for any single 
community not even for the Sikhs as 
Mr Pannu does. The Sikh Gurus al-
ways stood for humanity and as a re-
sult, are revered by the people of every 
faith. Guru TegBhadur Ji paid the ul-
timate sacrifice to uphold the religious 
freedom of Hindus in India, and Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji established the Broth-
erhood of Khalsa to defend the religious 
freedom of every Indian. According to 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, “diversity must 
be accepted, respected and if need be, 
defended”.

Mr Pannu believes in destroying the 
diversity of Punjab by making Sikhs 

superior to the rest of the Punjabis just 
because they follow a different faith. 
He will one day advocate the removal 
of teachings from the Granth Sahib of 
non-Sikhs to make it written by only the 
Sikhs. He cannot imagine how people 
abandoned Pakistan when the major-
ity population of Muslims made them 
second class to Muslims. People left 
their every possession to move to In-
dia, where the constitution gave them 
equality. Mr Pannu thinks no Hindu in 
business or Industry will leave Punjab 
when he arrives with his team of lack-
lustre Sikhs to proclaim Khalistan and 
to make them inferior. Once there is an 
exodus of people leaving Punjab for Ra-
jasthan, Haryana or UP, then what will 
remain in Punjab? Sikhs will be treated 
as second class in the rest of India, the 
very country their Gurus and followers 
help to preserve as we see it today. I 
hate to imagine if Sikhs are thrown out 
of the rest of India, how Mr Pannu and 
his gang will accommodate displaced 
Sikhs in Punjab and provide them suit-
able jobs. How will he be able to look 
after the Sikhs from the Indian Army, 
Air Force, Navy, Police, etc.? 

I can guarantee that Mr Pannu can 

expect to be arrested the minute he lands 
in India. Instead of ruling Khalistan, he 
will end up spending the rest of his life 
in a prison somewhere in India. He will 
be lynched by the Sikhs who are suffer-
ing because of his anti-India rhetoric. 
As they say, “common sense is not so 
common”, and Mr Pannu certainly has 
no common sense to realise that he has 
become a foolish friend of the Sikhs; a 
friend we rather not have. He does not 
appreciate how less than 2% of Sikhs 
have given India, with a population of 
over a billion, a President, Prime Min-
ister, Army, Air Force and Navy Chiefs; 
how Sikhs have businesses across India 
and how Sikh farmers are in UP, Guja-
rat, Tamil Naidu, Haryana and Rajast-
han and how Sikhs have transport and 
freight businesses across India.

I hope and pray that a good sense 
will prevail and Mr Pannu apologises to 
the Sikhs Gurus for embarrassing them 
along with their followers for pursuing 
an agenda alien to them.

(Writer is the chairman of The 
British Sikh Associations)

www.britishsikhassociation.org
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Ranjit singh

China-Pakistan relations have 
been described by many politi-
cal leaders of both countries with 

platitudes like ‘all weather’, ‘iron broth-
er’ or ‘higher than the mountain and 
sweeter than honey’ at various stages of 
their relationship.

In recent years, China has increas-
ingly leaned on Pakistan in South Asia 
and the Indian Ocean Region to propa-
gate its foreign, economic and military 
policies through various initiatives like 
CPeC, BRI etc.

Michel Berkley of the Belfer Centre 
at Harvard university has succinctly 
identified the main interests that China 
has in Pakistan; firstly, preserve Paki-
stan as viable military competitor to In-
dia; secondly, use Pakistan as an over-
land trade and energy corridor; and 
thirdly, use Pakistan’s cooperation in 
severing links between Uighur separat-
ists in Western China and Islamists in 
Pakistan.

Quite clearly, China looks at Paki-

stan as a supporter, a facilitator and 
promoter of her national interest. More 
recently, this relationship has been wit-
nessing a deeper understanding and 
transforming into a strong military 
relationship. Yet what defies reason is 
- why does China refuse to sign an alli-
ance with Pakistan?

Historical Background
Pakistan began flirting with China 

after 1962. Ayub Khan realised that 
the US was not a credible ally, more so 
when the US agreed to support India 
after the 1962 Sino-Indian war. Paki-
stan was unable to capitalise on a weak 
India. The Treaty of Shaksgam in 1963, 
wherein Pakistan parted with 5,180 sq 
km of territory of the erstwhile Indian 
state of Jammu and Kashmir (now UT 
of Ladakh), set into motion the begin-
ning of a deep and mutual relationship 
based almost entirely on the classic pol-
icy of balancing - ‘my enemy’s enemy is 
my friend’.

Over the last five decades, Pakistan 
has been a reliable ally to China. China 
has never forgotten the role of former 

Pakistan President yahya khan as the 
messenger between US President Rich-
ard Nixon and Mao Tse Tung which re-
sulted in the US-China rapprochement 
in 1970. ever since, Pakistan has been 
a staunch supporter of China in the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Countries (OIC), 
fending off any anti-China sentiments, 
especially with reference to Chinese 
atrocities in Xinjiang.

The OIC, a powerful grouping of 57 
countries, has surprisingly been a mute 
spectator to the horrors perpetuated by 
the CCP on the Uighurs and Sinicisation 
of Xinjiang. Pakistan has also been an 
ardent supporter of China in the United 
Nations, providing unwavering sup-
port to China during the crisis in South 
China Sea and in its ‘One China’ policy 
on Taiwan.

In return, Pakistan has benefited 
from the Chinese largesse. As Chinese 
aspirations of global power gained trac-
tion, her expanding footprint in South 
Asia made Pakistan the centre of its 
South Asia policy. Pakistan supported 
Chinese entry as an observer in SAARC 
which was reciprocated by Pakistan’s 

China- Pak: Why they are 
allies and not in an alliance
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entry into SCO. The flagship Belt & 
Road Initiative (BRI) of Xi Jinping had 
become the cornerstone of Chinese eco-
nomic policy, coupled with a military 
strategy of increasing its global foot-
print in Asia, Africa and europe.

Among the six sub-initiatives that 
comprise the BRI, the most successful 
has been the China-Pakistan econom-
ic Corridor (CPeC), which is entirely 
routed through Pakistan and the UT 
of Ladakh. The $64 billion CPeC has 
already become an issue of contention 
within Pakistan. Falling short of targets 
and wracked by incessant attacks on 
Chinese engineers, staff and assets by 
Baloch nationalists and Gilgit-Baltistan 
based local groups, China has put pres-
sure on Pakistan to ensure its success.

Pakistan has raised a 15,000-strong 
para-military force to protect the CPeC 
from marauding Baloch and its tribes of 
GB who see CPeC as a loss of their sov-
ereignty, dignity and aspiration. Much 
to the dislike of the Chinese, the CPeC 
has also become synonymous with cor-
ruption with the head of the CPeC, a 
Pakistani General, getting involved in 
corruption scandals directly implicat-
ing him and his family. Attacks by Ba-
loch nationalists have forced China to 
deploy Private Military Contractors 
(PMCs) to protect its projects.

Recently, China has replaced its top 
UFWD official as the new envoy to en-
sure the success of the CPeC and sal-
vage ‘its reputation’.

China has also replaced the US as 
the main arms and equipment sup-
plier to Pakistan. In the last decade, 
Chinese share in the Pakistan’s military 
rose from 13 per cent to 63 per cent 
while that of the US has almost come to 
naught. The entire nuclear programme 
of Pakistan is China supported, thanks 
to the AQ Khan scandal who stole tech-
nology for China in return for nuclear 
weapons.

Pakistan’s missile programme is en-
tirely China centric with its arsenal be-
ing direct copies of the Chinese Nodong 
and Dong-Feng series. The tank factory 
at Taxila, the JF-17 fighter aircraft joint 
production, the upgrades of the T-59 
&T-69 series tanks, supply of AeW&CS 
aircraft, F-22 P destroyers of the Paki-
stan navy, Air Defence guns, radars etc. 
are all of Chinese origin.

The recently inaugurated Beidou 
Navigational System (BNS) has been 
provided to Pakistan’s armed forces 
replacing the GPS. All this ensures that 
the Pakistan Army is now dependent on 
China for arms supplies, spares and re-

lief/upgrades in perpetuity.
Chinese and Pakistani militaries 

exercise regularly and have a robust 
calendar of annual engagements aside 
from military exchanges in courses, 
training, visits by military delegations, 
naval port of calls and joint seminars 
by think-tanks. Gwadar is China’s next 
base in the Indian Ocean. It is all set to 
accommodate a Chinese population of 
500,000 in a special international port 
city, which will include Chinese naval 
personnel and expeditionary forces like 
the PLA marine force.

Gwadar, by its location, provides a 
strategic outpost to China to monitor 
the Straits of Hormuz which has the 
US Third Fleet based in Bahrain and 
Indian Navy’s Western Command on 
its western seaboard. Despite all these 
mutual interests, China has still not 
signed an alliance with Pakistan. That 
clearly sends two messages to the envi-
ronment:

* China does not want to make any 

binding commitment to Pakistan. Fi-
nancial, military equipment, diplomatic 
support is a ‘yes’ but direct intervention 
and sending Han Chinese body bags for 
Pakistan’s cause is a big ‘No’.

* China does not trust Pakistan as 
a reliable ally. The Chinese continue 
to be cautious about the all powerful 
Pakistan Army and the chaotic political 
landscape in Pakistan. Many Chinese 
argue that China does not believe in 
the alliances, yet Chinese have signed 
a binding treaty with North Korea in 
1961. And they are fully committed to 
that alliance.

This clearly amplifies one bitter 
truth. No matter how deep the relation-
ship, there is still a measure of ‘trust 
deficit’ in the relationship. One cannot 
grudge the Chinese from holding back 
because Pakistan’s chequered history is 
replete with flip-flops that have branded 
Pakistan as unstable and wavering.

In sum, Pakistan is at best a tool in 
the Chinese grand strategy of becoming 
a world superpower by 2050. By creat-
ing dependence in perpetuity on China 
by way of land, unpayable loans, infra-
structure development, industry and 
Chinese weaponry and spares, Pakistan 
is totally subservient and beholden to 
China.

As Hussain Haqqani very vividly 
describes this relationship: “For China, 
Pakistan is a low cost secondary deter-
rent to India... for Pakistan, China is a 
high value guarantor of security against 
India.”

In effect, Pakistan has just become 
China’s newest ‘vassal’.

(The writer is a columnist who 
writes on internal security issues)

Pakistan has raised a 
15,000-strong para-
military force to 
protect the CPeC from 
marauding Baloch and 
its tribes of GB who see 
CPeC as a loss of their 
sovereignty, dignity and 
aspiration
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By siddhi Jain

India is the third-largest tech start-
up hub globally, yet academicians 
are still on the fringes when it 
comes to entrepreneurship in the 

country. The gaps in academic entre-
preneurship are evident in the number 
of data scientists, engineers and other 
skilled professionals who continue to 
seek employment opportunities - even 
when the job market is down - and hes-
itate to dream of becoming entrepre-
neurs, says Esha Tiwary, India head, 
entrepreneur First.

In a bid to facilitate academicians 
to turn to entrepreneurship and be 
successful at it, London-based talent 
investor firm Entrepreneur First has 
launched a nation-wide programme 
‘Ideathon - Open Innovation’ to hunt, 
nurture and facilitate academicians.

Driving the though is the idea that 
while traditionally the Indian market 
allowed and facilitated the entry of en-
trepreneurs, it was largely restricted 
to a family run business or those with 
decades of corporate experience in the 
industry. Things are fast changing, pre-
mier institutes in India like IIT, IIM, 
BITS and NIT among others are wak-
ing up to the idea of academic entrepre-
neurs.

According to Tiwary’s chat with 
IANSlife, the idea is that one does not 
need to have years of corporate expe-
rience to build disruptive businesses. 
More excerpts:

Q.Where do you think lie the 
gaps in academic entrepreneur-
ship in India? What are some of 
those key gaps?

A. Tiwary: India is the third-largest 
tech start-up hub globally, yet acade-
micians are still on the fringes when it 
comes to entrepreneurship in the coun-
try. The gaps in academic entrepreneur-
ship are evident in the number of data 
scientists, engineers and other skilled 
professionals who continue to seek em-
ployment opportunities - even when 
the job market is down - and hesitate to 
dream of becoming entrepreneurs!

Traditionally, there are have been 

pre-defined pathways, such as family-
run businesses or small-scale business 
establishments, for Indians to get into 
entrepreneurship. However, tech start-
ups have opened up new opportunities 
and levelled the playing field for any-
body with a great idea to set up a busi-
ness.

Those in the academia, though, are 
yet to realize the potential of turning 
their research or discoveries into real 
world businesses that can have a deeper 
and greater societal impact. In today’s 
time, you don’t need to have a long 
corporate experience to become an en-
trepreneur, as long as you have an im-

pactful idea and zeal to convert it into 
a purposeful enterprise, anyone from 
anywhere can build a great tech busi-
ness. For this to happen, India needs 
to encourage and invest in market-led 
innovations, powered by new-age tech-
nologies such as data analytics, artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), machine learning 
(ML) etc. Getting the academicians on 
board can make this a rewarding expe-
rience, both for the individuals as well 
as the ecosystem.

Another key gap that needs to be ad-
dressed is the gender inequality in en-
trepreneurship in India. In 2015, only 
14 per cent of the patent applications 

A focus on academic 
entrepreneurs in India
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listed women as inventors. Academic 
entrepreneurship offers a level playing 
field for female researchers, who ac-
count for about 40 per cent of the aca-
demic talent pool globally.

All things considered, there’s im-
mense opportunity for India to harness 
the power of academic entrepreneur-
ship to transform the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in the country and ride the 
growth wave.

Q.Is academic entrepreneur-
ship funded enough? If not, why 
do you think that is the case?

A.Tiwary: Academic entrepreneur-
ship is considered a niche subject and 
not everybody understands the oppor-
tunities it presents. At entrepreneur 
First, we have a global perspective as we 
help build start-ups in diverse markets, 
such as London, Singapore, Berlin, Par-
is and Toronto in addition to India.

Our experience over the last decade 
shows that funding is only one part of 
a startup’s success story. The key is to 
build on the business idea and find the 
right people to make it a reality. As a 
technology talent investor, our role is to 
bring together highly skilled individuals 
with different areas of expertise to solve 
specific problems and eventually, cre-
ate dynamic and innovative companies 
that otherwise may not have existed! eF 
acts as the bridge between business and 
technical experts e thus bringing to-
gether the right set of founders to build 
high potential startups.

Q.covid-19 has forced a new 
reality in the teaching and learn-
ing space. Your thoughts.

A.Tiwary: yes, COVID-19 has up-
ended our lives and forced us to recali-
brate our strategies and expectations. It 
has been, particularly, tough for the ed-
ucational institutes, given the prolonged 
uncertainty of the pandemic situation. 
However, online classes could open up 
new possibilities for the future, with e-
learning becoming more mainstream. 
The new macroeconomic situation has 
also led to the opening up of new pos-
sibilities e for example, the boom in 
online education has now exposed the 
need to better track learning ability and 
retention online, and also improve en-
gagement of online teaching. All these 
are areas ripe for disruption by new 
technological businesses.

In the long-term, we need to look at 
ways to tap into the emerging entrepre-
neurial potential of India. educational 
institutes must be equipped to nurture 

young talent into ambitious entrepre-
neurs and to expose students to the 
potential of entrepreneurship from an 
early age. Currently, India is home to 
38,756 officially-recognised start-ups, 
including 27 unicorns. It’s high time 
that we update our conventional under-
standing of entrepreneurship so that we 
can create new, exciting career path-
ways for Indian talent.

Q.How does Ideathon aim to 
identify and enhance innovation 
in academia?

A.Tiwary: With the eF IDeATHON, 
we are working towards building an 
ecosystem of budding entrepreneurs 
who have taken the challenge to move 
beyond the conventional ways of do-
ing business. It is a unique platform to 
encourage entrepreneurial thinking of 
budding entrepreneurs. While the pro-
gramme is open for all talented individ-
uals across sectors e academicians form 
a large part of our target group.

The event will provide aspiring en-
trepreneurs with a platform to show-
case their talent and provide innova-
tive, impactful and practical solutions 
to problems in any industry - with a 

clear plan that leverages tech to create 
10x solutions.

Applicants need to submit a prob-
lem statement, solution, market po-
tential and founder market fit. The 
shortlisted teams/individuals will be 
asked to present their submissions to 
the judges. Apart from a revolutionary 
idea, participants will need to present 
wireframe models/mock-ups, websites, 
working proof of concept (POC), demo 
videos or any other form of detailed 
project presentation.

The winners would be announced 
in December 2020 and there is a total 
prize of Rs 1.8 lakh up for grabs, along 
with a fast track application process for 
entrepreneur First’s next cohort.

Anyone with a technical degree e 
Btech/MTech/PhD and equivalent.

Preferably, between one to six years 
of work experience, along with stellar 
academic and professional background. 
Graduates from any Indian or foreign 
university, but must currently be work-
ing in India. you can apply individu-
ally or together with a team member. 
A maximum of two participants are al-
lowed in a team. One can register and 
submit concept note by December 7.
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sanjit Paul singh and mehek kaur

Why Is the Farmer Angry?
The government recently brought in 

3 farm laws with the stated objective of 
bringing in investment into the Agricul-
ture sector by- removing impediments 
in the market access, stockpiling regu-
lations and laws, as well as improving 
contract farming structures. Besides 
this, there is a pending bill in Parlia-
ment to remove the power subsidy to 
the farm sector. There is also a new law 
which penalizes a farmer with fines of 
$150,000 (the annual farmer revenue 
being $1000) for burning paddy residue 
and giving rise to air pollution. These 
legislations have unnerved farmer bod-
ies. The farmers have opposed all five 
laws, and have been campaigning for 
the last three months. However, mat-
ters escalated within the past 20 days 
seeing masses encircling the national 
capital in peaceful protest. They have 
also demanded that the Minimum Sup-
port Price for all crops be legislated with 
penal provisions if violated.

Since 2013 the bumper crops have 
resulted in a steady deflation in farm-
produce prices which are now 7 years 
running. Over 3,00,000 farmer sui-
cides in the last decade have been a di-
rect outcome of the agrarian crisis that 
grips the nation.

How poor is poor anyway?
The economic survey in 2017 stated 

that the farming household incomes in 6 
states in India fell below Rs. 50,000 per 
annum (for a family of 4), well under the 
minimum wage for unskilled labour set 
by each state. The range of income for 
over Rs. 14 crore farming households in 
India varies by state from a low of Rs. 
30,000 to a high of Rs. 1,92,000 per an-

indian 
agRicultuRe: 

tHe unfinisHed 
agenda
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num, and the average for the country 
is Rs. 78,000 p.a. i.e. under Rs.20,000 
p.a. per capita, or under Rs.2000 per 
month. 60% of this rural income is 
coming from non-agricultural sources, 
mainly as labour/working in factories /
MNReGA to supplement farm income.

Any discussion on farmer issues 
must first come to terms with the reality 
that 500 million farmers are below any 
sensible definition of the Poverty Line. 
When the media tags some of them as 
being pampered, they end up show-
ing blatant insensitivity to all but 2% 
of farmers with landholdings over 25 
acres. The highest-earning states, Pun-
jab and Haryana generate a household 
gross income of Rs.192,000 ($2700)
p.a., and an average household debt be-
tween Rs.3-9 lacs. 

Food Security
A nation’s memory should not be 

so short, that to cope with famines and 
food shortages in 1965 Lal Bahadur 
Shastri had to resort to giving a call to 
the nation for fasting one day a week 
to reduce the demand. even between 
2006-08, the central government was 
wooing farmers in Punjab and Haryana 
for growing more wheat as the supply 
was inadequate for meeting the com-
mitments in the Public Distribution 
System. Our farmers have made us self-
sufficient in foodgrains, milk, fruits and 
vegetables, and substantially reducing 
imports of edible oils and pulses.

Therefore, what should a 
$2.7 trillion economy be 
willing to pay for its food 
security?

The OeCD (Organisation for eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development) 
conducted a study in 2018 quantify-
ing the support major nations provide 

to their respective agricultural sectors. 
Globally the annual aid to agriculture 
is approximately $ 700 billion, without 
which agriculture has proven unviable 
on a standalone basis. China tops the list 
with $190 billion, The european Union 
with $120 billion, and the US with $50 
billion. Whilst India provides its farm-
ers with a direct subsidy of $30 billion 
(fertilizer, power, irrigation water) , PM 
Modi introduced a Rs.6,000 direct ben-
efit transfer to all farmer households 
($8 billion) totalling $38 billion. How-
ever, the study shows we are penalizing 
our farmers $77 billion by paying them 
below international prices in many 
crops. There isn’t a single developed 
country that does this.

The reality on the ground is that pol-
icies of successive Governments have 
resulted in the Indian farmer subsidiz-
ing the Indian trader (no evidence that 
benefits go to consumer) and the farm 
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sector being deprived of fair treatment. 
The contrast is glaring when we com-
pare China and India with populations 
of 150 and 140 crores, China subsidises 
$190 billion, and India penalises $ 38 
billion every year. 

50 crore able-bodied re-
sources-who wants them?

If Indian farming were to adopt 
Israeli/Dutch farming practices, 90% 
of the 60 crore (600 million) farmers 
would be rendered surplus. 

Does any government or economist 
have the faintest idea where they would 
create 50 crore (500 million) jobs? If 
these people stopped farming, what 
would the cost of Universal Basic In-
come to support their very existence re-
semble? Both the Industry and Services 
sectors have been shedding manpower 
due to automation and Artificial Intel-
ligence applications. 

Hence, it is crucial to identify and 
develop livelihood opportunities for 
this cohort without geographically de-
stabilizing it. It is for this reason that 
schemes like MNReGA are so success-
ful in rural areas. We can hope for and 
strive towards achieving social stability 
only when 50% of our population can 
see a future for themselves.

The market for Produce:
The Government of India designed 

a model, Agricultural Produce Mar-
ket Committee (APMC) Act in 2003 to 
bring reforms in the agricultural mar-
kets, and these markets are regulated 
under the APMC Act legislated by State 
Governments. There are about 2500 
principal regulated markets based on 
geography (the APMCs) and 5000 
sub-market yards managed by the re-
spective APMCs in India. each state 
APMC selects a group of Commission 
Agents that enforce the following- mar-
ket-making, cleaning, standardizing, 
packing the produce, as well as getting 
auctions conducted in the presence of 
farmers who assent to the bid offered to 
conclude the transaction. For this, they 
charge a fee on the value of the sale.

These 7,000 Mandis are woefully 
inadequate to support the sale of the 
produce. Conservatively, we need at 
least 42,000 Markets &yards on the 
principle of buying point at 5 Km dis-
tances from major growing clusters. 
State governments other than Punjab 
and Haryana have failed their farmers 
by doing minimal work in agriculture 
markets. Farmers consequently, have 
no pricing power and left to the mercy 
of traders/aggregators.

Successive Central and State gov-
ernments have time and time again ig-
nored investment in this sector. From 
the years 2000 to 2020, the total in-
vestment in Agriculture has been $20 
billion or Rs. 7,500 crores per year. It 
is embarrassing to note that a $300 bil-
lion sector gets a capital expenditure of 
$ 1 billion a year and much lip service is 
paid to the Kisan in every budget since 
independence.

The total Credit given by banks and 
institutions to the agriculture sector 
is roughly Rs. 12 lac crores, of which 
55% is too small a number to be given 
to marginal farmers. The gross NPAs 
in agriculture are about 1 lac crores, 
much lower than the Corporate sector 

Does any government or economist have the faintest 
idea where they would create 50 crore (500 million) 
jobs? If these people stopped farming, what would 
the cost of Universal Basic Income to support their 
very existence resemble? Both the Industry and 
Services sectors have been shedding manpower due 
to automation and Artificial Intelligence applications.
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which have habitually provided write-
offs funded by the Indian taxpayer. 
The above lending is inadequate, hence 
many farmers remain indebted to Ad-
hatiyas (commission agents in mandis) 
estimated at nearly 35% of bank credit. 

To give PM Modi his due, the lend-
ing to the agricultural sector has dou-
bled from Rs.6 lac crores to Rs. 12 lac 
crores during his 6 years. His thrust in 
this direction is visible (included in this 
is growth in FCI debt by nearly Rs.2 lac 
crores which is strictly not agriculture 
credit but food security credit).

India being a low per-capita income 
country can also justify why only 10% 
of the produce lands up getting pro-
cessed and not sold in its primary state. 
The value addition products are milk 
and sugarcane. Although, the bulk of 
the milk is pasteurized, packaged and 
sold. These demographics are changing 
slowly, but demand growth of ready-to-
eat food is slow due to low per capita 
income of 95% of the population.

MS Swaminathan 
Commission and MSP

The Swaminathan Commission 
was created for finding solutions to the 
problems faced by farmers. The com-
mission submitted five reports between 
December 2004 and October 2006.The 
contentious recommendation related 
to the calculation of fair pricing of the 

produce.
To give farmers a minimum support 

price at 50 per cent profit above the cost 
of production classified as C2 by the 
Commission for Agricultural Costs and 

Prices (CACP)
● The CACP defines production 

costs of crops under three categories -- 
A2, A2+FL (standing for family labour) 
and C2.

● A2 is the actual paid-out expenses 
incurred by farmers -- in cash and kind 
-- on seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, hired 
labour, fuel, irrigation and other inputs 
from outside.

● A2+FL includes A2 cost plus an 
imputed value of unpaid family labour.

● C2 is the most comprehensive def-
inition of the production cost of crops as 
it also accounts for the rentals or inter-
est loans, owned land and fixed capital 
assets over and above A2+FL.

Swaminathan Commission recom-
mended this to be the basic cost and 
prescribed MSP 50 per cent above C2.

The UPA government failed to noti-
fy prices as per the above formula. MSP 
has no meaning if it is not backed by a 
body that will buy the offered produce 
at the announced price. PM Modi as CM 
of Gujarat was the biggest advocate of 
MSP as per the Swaminathan formula, 
and it was a major poll plank for him in 
2014. As PM, in 2015 his government 
filed an affidavit in the Supreme Court 
saying they could not fully implement 
it. There were major farmer agitations 
in 2018, and once again PM Modi in 
2019 reiterated his promise of imple-
menting the report. Till date, the gov-

PM Modi as CM of 
Gujarat was the biggest 
advocate of MSP as 
per the Swaminathan 
formula, and it was a 
major poll plank for him 
in 2014. As PM, in 2015 
his government filed an 
affidavit in the Supreme 
Court saying they could 
not fully implement it. 
There were major farmer 
agitations in 2018, and 
once again PM Modi 
in 2019 reiterated his 
promise of implementing 
the report.
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ernment only gives a mark-up on vari-
able cost but excludes rent on land and 
farmers labour. Once again, the results 
belied expectations.

Governments use MSP as bait to 
provide direction to farmers on what to 
grow. This is how Punjab and Haryana 
farmers were induced to completely 
shift to growing grains- wheat and 
paddy. Whilst the farmers have deliv-
ered output, unfortunately, they did 
their job too well. The government only 
buys 40% of India’s paddy and wheat 
production at MSP leaving the rest of 

the farmers out to dry, having to sell at 
30/40% discounts. The ground reality 
also is that the Food Corporation of In-
dia through whom the Central govern-
ment buys wheat and paddy at MSP, 
was holding nearly 100 million tons of 
Grain as Food Security reserve, and the 
FCI’s debt would hit Rs. 3.5 lac crores. 
India is now surplus in grain. 

These reserves came in good use 
as 80 crore (800 million) people could 
be issued 10Kg per capita every month 
during the COVID 19 crisis i.e. 8 mil-
lion tons per month. Possibly the FCI 

is out of cash, and till the government 
provides adequate budgetary support 
further buying may be stymied.

Only 6% of the total production in 22 
crops that have a government declared 
Minimum Support Price is actually 
bought at that price. 94% has histori-
cally been sold to traders in a free mar-
ket mechanism. Hence it is pertinent to 
ask, if the private sector has invested in 
developing the agricultural value chain, 
or just exploited the small farmers who 
have no staying power. A classic case is 
of Bihar where Nitish Kumar abolished 
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APMC in 2007. The farmer in Bihar 
sells at a 35% discount to the farmer in 
UP. This act in one stroke killed agricul-
ture in Bihar and forced the creation of 
“migrant labour”. Ironically, hardy Bi-
hari farmers with larger landholdings 
in Bihar work as farm labour on smaller 
holdings in Punjab and Haryana.

The water table levels in Punjab, 
Haryana, and Western Uttar Pradesh 
have dropped alarmingly due to grow-
ing grains especially paddy which is very 
water-intensive. Crop diversification in 
these states is necessary to preserve ag-
riculture for the long term. However, 
for three decades farmers have moved 
away from other crops to wheat, paddy, 
cotton as the Central government incen-
tivized them to become the grain bas-
ket of the country. State governments 
worked hard to create a working mandi 
(marketplace) system with 50% of the 
country’s mandis in these two states 
alone. In both grain crops, the farmer 
has an assured buyer in the form of the 
government.

The government of India needs to 
have the courage to tell the farmers that 
it erred in its forecasts and farmers in 
low water table states need to shift to 
other crops. They could have offered 
compensation for a defined period for 
farmers to switch to fruits, vegetables 
and pulses. This is the least gratitude 
to be shown for providing us with food 
security. The farmers know this real-
ity of a disappearing market and hence 
the heightened fears and tensions as all 
are upto their ears in debt. It is better 
to address the real problem of imprac-

ticability of Price based support openly 
and provide succour by a Direct Benefit 
Transfer.  The Prime Minister can re-
deem himself in the eyes of the farmers 
by discussing the unthinkable and for-
mulating such a financial solution. 

Remarkably the Agricultural sector 
is the best performer during COVID 
times and has saved the economy the 
blushes by absorbing the 80 million mi-
grant labour that returned to their vil-
lages preventing a major law and order 
challenge. Credit also goes to the Cen-
tral and State Governments that pro-
cured a record 39 million tons of Rabi 
crop and did not let the standing crop 
go waste. This good work was done by 
end of May 2020. To be noted is that 67 
million tons were absorbed by private 
buyers. Since APMC regulations were 

largely suspended due to COVID, and 
the market mechanism moved smooth-
ly, it perhaps emboldened the Govern-
ment to hammer the 3 laws through 
Parliament in a hurry.

60 crore farmers and 
no representatives in 
Parliament!

One would presume that 45% popu-
lation in the country would have a very 
powerful say in national politics. yet 
nowhere does one see a political leader 
of significant standing who is an agri-
culturist. We had Chaudhary Charan 
Singh, Devi Lal, Mulayam Singh ya-
dav and Prakash Singh Badal, but no 
younger leaders have emerged. Like 
India’s middle class, farmers are a ge-
neric class which gets split by caste and 
religion, their challenges for each crop 
are different, and hence get exploited by 
political parties whose vested interest is 
in keeping farmers away from aspira-
tions. Winds of change are visible in the 
current agitation. After the 1988 agita-
tion of Mahendra Singh Tikait which 
shook the Rajiv Gandhi brute majority 
government, 500 farmer associations 
have come together in opposition to the 
three farm bills. They have refused to 
let any political party share the podium. 
The movement is gathering steam and 
the Modi government is facing its big-
gest challenge in the last 6 years.

The Challenge needs a 
response

In summation, grain and sugar in 
India is surplus, the water table in Pun-

Remarkably the 
Agricultural sector is the 
best performer during 
COVID times and has 
saved the economy the 
blushes by absorbing 
the 80 million migrant 
labour that returned to 
their villages preventing 
a major law and order 
challenge. 
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jab, Haryana, Maharashtra and UP is 
dropping rapidly. Policymakers want 
farmers to reduce growing wheat pad-
dy and sugarcane, but do not have the 
courage to start a debate on this. The 
government is running out of money 
to buy and hold beyond 60-100 million 
tons of Reserve Food Stocks (depends 
on the time of the year). Capital expen-
diture in cold storages, food processing 
is not happening in significant volumes 
and nearly 30% of fruits and vegetables 
grown to perish. The poverty of farmers 
- over 3 lac suicides in the last decade 
due to shame at not meeting loan com-
mitments, with annual income some-
times as low as Rs. 30,000 stares us in 
the face. yes, the nation’s challenge is 
defined and urgent actions have to be 
taken.

 However, since they impact such 
large numbers, it is mission-critical 
that all stakeholders be engaged. Pol-
icy measures that emerge must meet 
the test of fairness especially to a class 
of people that have been used for get-
ting their votes, compulsorily acquir-
ing their lands (sometimes for dubious 
project plans) and steadily pushed to a 
life of penury. 

During the last six years, PM Modi 
has taken more constructive/struc-
tural actions to alleviate the farmers 
cause than at any other time since In-
dependence. However, he had made 
a lofty commitment to double farmer 
household incomes by 2022 and given 
his track record for relentlessly pursu-
ing the last mile activity, perhaps the 
pressure of time running out is tell-
ing on him too. Farmers cut across 
religion, caste and gender. 50% of 
the population is too large for even a 
magnetic PM to alienate. The irony is 
that 70 years of collective angst of be-
ing ignored, exploited and cheated is 
bursting against a man who has tried 
to do good.
the Real Battle-ground

India’s non-milk agricultural sec-
tor is approximately $300 billion per 
annum at farm-gate prices. It is small, 
distributed, governed by State laws, 
coming out of small landholdings, and 
is manpower intensive. No corporate 
wants to get into a space where so many 
non-business related headaches have to 
be faced. However, the opportunity be-
comes interesting to them ex farm-gate 
to the final consumer. The product has 
to be cleaned, segregated, packaged, 
distributed and retailed, or processed/
preserved, stored and distributed and 
retailed. Suddenly this becomes a $500-

1000 billion market at the consumer 
level. There are multiple conflicts to be 
won:

● Transaction costs through the 
APMC system can go upto 8.5% in 
grains and 10-12% in fruits and vegeta-
bles. The appointed commission agents 
get between 2.5% to6% commissions 
based on the commodity. It’s a cosy club 
in each state that cleans up between 
Rs.15-20,000crores ($2-2.5 billion) an-
nually and is aligned to the regional po-
litical parties or the Congress.

Hence the need for a parallel new 
market which will create disinterme-
diation, and also possibly eliminate the 
cash-flow of the opposition party sup-
porters over some time.

● Current laws on stockpiling other 
than by farmers prevented storage and 
distribution over long periods. The new 
bill makes changes in the essential 
Commodities Act, with Government 
only intervening if retail prices were to 
rise more than 50-100% according to 
produce a classification. This should be 
alarming the middle class, as stockpil-
ing without limits leads to higher retail 
prices.

● Wastage of 25-30% in fruits and 
vegetables due to limited longevity post 
plucking, and storage/transportation 
losses besides unsold retail inventory. 
Appropriate investments in Transpor-
tation, Warehousing and Primary Pro-
cessing can radically reduce this.

● Possible transactional portals like 
eNAM which would assist in online ag-
gregation with a little tweaking.

● No strong deep-pocket players 
with national reach. Currently, this ex 
farm-gate opportunity has only small 
entrepreneurs/traders/ politicians who 
dominate at local/regional levels. There 
are a few food processing companies 
but it’s been slow progress. 

● With small and marginal farmers 
having no financial standing, contract 
farming can potentially succeed if ag-
gregation does not get caught in mul-
tiple litigations and hence legal amend-
ments to have them arbitrated at SDM 
or DC levels.

Corporates entering the sector 
would look at acquiring 50-60 % of rev-
enues over a 10-15 year period i.e. $100 
billion-plus of purchases at farm-gate 
prices and at least $ 300 billion-plus at 
retail prices. They will need locking-in of 
produce ex farm-gate to focus on front-
end business. The farmers if they orga-
nize themselves well can assure them-
selves better and transparent pricing. 
The Central government has blundered 
in not communicating this to farmers. 
It could play a key role in working with 
Farmer Associations on designing con-
tracts that are not one-sided. However, 
the track record of the state govern-
ments in enforcing contracts is very 
poor. Take the case of Sugarcane. Mills 
are supposed to pay for these wares in 
a defined period, yet we find that often 
arrears run upto two years, and then 
political parties do farmers a poll plank 
favour to get them monies due to them. 
Trust is the key in these challenging 
times that is lacking.
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This discussion begets the question 
as to why the Government was in a hurry 
to bring in the Farm laws without getting 
stakeholder consent, without referring 
them to a standing committee in Parlia-
ment, or rushing it through a voice vote 
in the Rajya Sabha. 

Multiple rounds of discussion with 
Farmer bodies and the Government’s 
openness to make amendments indi-
cates a recognition that clauses were 
weakly drafted, or worse that nuances of 
all issues were not fully thought through: 
The Government now faces a Hobson’s 
choice on multiple issues:

The NDA has only one principal vote 
catcher - PM Narendra Modi. Brand 
Modi is strong, credible, built on the 
premise of swift and decisive decision 
making with great emphasis on last-
mile delivery. The personal integrity and 
hard work of the PM have not been ques-
tioned, and he has positioned himself as 
a robust nationalist. Attacks by Congress 
on “suit-boot ki sarkar” and Rafale were 
short-lived because the challenger was 
not credible himself.

Brand Modi now face formidable 
odds. They are faced with thousands of 
70 years plus farmers protesting peace-
fully, braving the winter by sleeping in 
the open, speaking politely without ran-
cour, refusing to let their movement be-
come political or sidetracked. The bulk 
of India’s armed forces, police and para-
military are farmers’ children. They are 
all watching their parents and grandpar-
ents participating in this Satyagraha. The 
longer this agitation lasts and becomes 
a national rallying point for all who op-
pose Modi, the PM’s image loses badly. 
The government’s media machinery 

seems confused, attacking the farmers 
on air with oft repeated nametags, but 
filing a different reply in the Supreme 
Court. either Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta is confused or a cohort of cabinet 
ministers.

A few days ago the call by farmer as-
sociations to boycott all products of Am-
bani and Adani (perceived Modi backers) 
has provided the missing credibility to the 
accusation that Rahul Gandhi could not 
achieve in his battle of words. Farmers 
have given a call to “gherao” BJP leaders, 
and this must be making BJP Members 
of Parliament from rural constituencies 
incredibly nervous. They cannot risk an 
escalation of this call, after all, it is over 
40% of the country’s population we are 
talking about. It’s now becoming Brand 
Modi vs Brand Farmers by default. 

The good news is that 20 days and 
counting, the PM has not spoken so far. 
He has kept the door open for a final roll 

of the dice. Government supporters fear 
that withdrawing the 3 bills would end 
the PM’s ability to push through other 
needed reforms. However, the PM is a 
great communicator, and in national 
interest, a solution which is a win-win is 
needed both for the sake of justice and 
the country’s image in the world.

The eyes of Global media are on this 
remarkable protest. Western and Chi-
nese media would love to tear into PM 
Modi for vested reasons. The attempts 
by the BJP spin doctors, and its loyal 
media channels to brand these farmers 
as “separatists” have bombed badly. The 
government also faces a data crunch on 
how deep-rooted the farmers’ resent-
ment is to the 3 Bills nationally. Time is 
not on the Government’s side to figure 
out whether small and marginal farm-
ers in the poorer states would support 
contract farming on a large scale. The 
farmer bodies have dug in their heels 
and are prepared for the long siege of the 
Capital. With trains not running, farm-
ers from all over the country are not able 
to reach New Delhi, so the heavy lifting 
is being done by the neighbouring states. 
The stability of the NDA government 
in Haryana is threatened by its coali-
tion partner JJP(a farmers party) under 
severe pressure from the electorate to 
withdraw support. 

The government needs to understand 
the psyche behind why people are still 
into farming despite it being uneconom-
ic. The simple explanation is the attach-
ment to their land, and that is their real 
identity. A perceived threat to their land 
titles by replacing traders and market 
makers by a new set of players who have 
both money and political muscle makes 
them very agitated. All they want to see 
is a fair market for their crops. They are 
entrepreneurs - the rest they can do. No 
government till now offers them that.

Media reports suggest that the BJP 
plans to launch a nationwide farmer 
connect the program to explain the new 
laws. Consultation with the stakeholder 
is sought to be done post-event. It looks 
like the start of a long winter for the 
residents of the National Capital Region. 
This agitation seems to have vaccinated 
India’s sleeping opposition parties out 
of hibernation. We do see some green-
shoots in the form of the Central govern-
ment clearing exports of 6 Million tons of 
sugar, and trying to make India the food 
security provider to the UAe. Nearly 
20 farmers have died so far braving the 
weather, if body-bags starts to mount, 
emotions will start to run high. Waiting 
out the agitation is not an option .

A few days ago the call 
by farmer associations 
to boycott all products 
of Ambani and Adani 
(perceived Modi backers) 
has provided the 
missing credibility to the 
accusation that Rahul 
Gandhi could not achieve 
in his battle of words.
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Dance with Me

Within just five years, the Ka-
lyani Group, has achieved 
tremendous distinction of 

being the most promising brand under 
Government of India “Make in India” 
mission. Kalyani with its proven engi-
neering prowess, has emerged a formi-
dable leader in the protected vehicles 
segment. Its product profile boasts of 
vehicles like the armoured personnel 
carrier (APC), light bullet resistant ve-
hicle (LBRV), ultra-light strike vehicle 
(ULSV), light armoured vehicle (LAM) 
and the armoured troop carrier (ATC).

The group’s flagship company 
Bharat Forge Ltd. has recently bagged 
two major export orders in the pro-
tected vehicles segment. The first order 
of 10 units is for the 4×4 APC, Class II 
(STANAG 4569) for the UN missions of 
the Indian Army. A first of its kind in 
the country in its class and category, 
the APC is specially designed and built 
to meet specific requirements of forces 
operating in rough terrain and areas af-
fected by mine blasts. Powered by rug-
gedized, 230 – 280 hp diesel engine 
and paired with a 4×2 / 4×4 manual 
& automatic transmissions, it provides 
blast protection against 14 kgs TNT 
blast under hull, 21 kgs TNT blast un-
der any wheels. The best-in-its-class of 
4×4, it has a kerb weight ranging from 
10 – 11.5 tons and payload capacity of 2 
to 1.5 tons.

The group’s flagship company 
Bharat Forge has also bagged a big 
order to supply its ATC to an Asian 
country, many overseas orders are un-
derway. Uniquely designed and built to 
provide logistic movements of troops 
in peace-keeping missions and forward 
areas, this mean machine is powered by 
ruggedized 230 – 280 hp diesel engine, 

paired with a 4×2 / 4×4 manual & au-
tomatic transmissions. It is capable of 
carrying 12 to 14 crew members with 
large cargo, with protection against 6 
kg TNT blast and modular enough to be 
used as command control vehicle & also 
as ambulance in emergencies.

Both the APC and ATC are suitably 
fitted with 360 degree rotating armored 

Kalyani defence is 
tHe sHining staR of 

atmaniRBHaR BHaRat
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Stolen Identity

turret with modular weapon mounts to meet the 
lethality requirements. The vehicles have been 
successfully tested and evaluated by armies glob-
ally, including the Indian Army.

The latest Kalyani M4 –Marvel of 
Make in India mission 

 The Kalyani Group pavilion at the Defexpo 
2020 had a huge armored personnel carrier take 
center stage.

It’s called the Kalyani M4, and some news 
reports suggest that the Indian Army is eyeing it 
keenly. Partnered with the Tata Kestrel, the Ka-
lyani M4 makes an interesting combination of 
armor and speed. While the Kestrel provides the 
armored punch that spearheads an assault, the 
M4 will back it up with its speed, maneuverabil-
ity, and ease of maintenance.

But, before we get into why the M4 is such an 
interesting vehicle, let’s clear a couple of things 
first. One — it’s called the Mbombe 4, and is built 
by the Paramount Group, a South African compa-
ny that’s built and sold the Mbombe family of ve-
hicles to quite a few international clients by now

Two — the Mbombe 4 is the smallest in the 
Mbombe family, which also includes the Mbombe 
8 and Mbombe 6, packing much heavier firepow-
er compared to the Mbombe 4.

Here’s what we know so far
1. The M4 is designed as an armored person-

nel carrier with a higher emphasis on perfor-
mance and crew protection.

2. It can carry a maximum payload of 2.3 tons 
or a crew of up to eight.

3. The 16-ton vehicle has an impressive 43-de-
gree approach angle and a 44-degree descent an-
gle — the world’s best off-roaders can manage up 
to 35 degrees approach and 28 degrees descent

4. The hull is of a monocoque type, which 
means that it’s an armored shell with everything 
installed inside of it.

5. The forward crew cab is fitted with a large 
two-piece windshield, which offers a clear view 
of the surroundings to the crew, enhancing situ-
ational awareness, while a ramp at the rear end 
makes ingress and egress of dismounted troops 
easy.

6. Think of a very strong, armored egg, and 
that’s what the M4 is like.

7. The viewports are made of glass hardened 
enough to withstand sniper and anti-materiel 
rifle fire.

8. The M4 is powered by a turbocharged six-
cylinder diesel engine of yet unknown displace-
ment with a power rating of 347 kW(465hp) and 
1627 Nm( 165 kg-m).

9. The numbers alone make it at least twice as 
powerful as other similar vehicles currently used 
in the Indian Army.

10. This powertrain layout gives it impressive 
performance; the top speed is 140 kph, with a 
maximum range of 800 km

Report filed by Prakhar Misra &  
Anshuman Dogra.  
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My yoga journey began at the 
age of 8 years, I was still a 
child and felt very closely con-

nected to the yogic culture. Although at 
that time I could never have imagined 
the long journey to the roots of yoga, to 
India, seemed impossible. I practiced 
mindfulness, meditation and spiritu-
ality at an early age.Later, in my early 
thirties, I began to deal with the subject 
more intensively.

I deepened my yoga practice and in-
tegrated the eight-part path of Pantanjali 
into my life. At that time I still had a nor-
mal job. Went out of the house at 7 in the 
morning and came home late in the eve-
ning.The intensive yoga practice took its 
toll on my daily life. I noticed more and 
more how I felt less and less in my being 
there, how I was living it at that time.

I couldn’t get away from the mate-
rial, the superficiality and the fast pace 
of life. Despite my successful life, I was 
unhappy and did not want to go on like 
this. So I decided to change something. 

Out of the comfort zone and into the 
adventure.I gave myself completely to 
yoga. 

For my environment this was rather 
unusual, I come from Germany and of 
course, as it is in every country of the 
world, we also live our own culture 
here. yoga seems to be rather foreign. 
But since I travel a lot, I try to bring 
something home from every part of the 
world to integrate it here.

I feel a special connection with In-
dia. I would say India is my home. 
There is no comparable country in the 
world where I feel so at home as there.
In spring 2018 I completed my training 
as a yoga Master Teacher and opened 
my own yoga studio shortly after. Fur-
ther training followed, of course with 
the main focus on yoga, Meditation, 
Pranayama and yoga Philosophy.

From this point on, I teach the dif-
ferent forms of yoga integrated in the 
eight-limbed path and the yoga Sutras 
of Patanjali, but also Bakti-,Jnana-

,Raja-, Kundalini- and Karma yoga.
In times of COVID19 it is also not 

always easy for me to practice my pro-
fession or more my vocation. Therefore 
I decided to pass on my knowledge in 
a free live stream over Twitch.tv/chan-
tihom to my students and to continue 
my work. This way I can reach people 
who have never had anything to do with 
yoga before.

yoga also gives hope. Those who 
regularly practice yoga in any form not 
only gain mental and physical strength, 
but also learn to find their way in situ-
ations that sometimes put life to a hard 
test. A positive spirit contributes to in-
ner balance and simply makes life eas-
ier.

The mindfulness to accept things, 
to draw the good and positive out of ev-
ery situation creates an added value in 
life. yoga is suitable for every culture, 
because in the end, the human being, 
one’s own personality and the true self 
is the most important thing. 

Yoga defines the great 
Indian soft power

yoga, my experiences and my journey to myself, by  
Chanti Hom yoga Germany
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 In my many years of practice and 
teaching, I have been able to experience 
so many beautiful things, as the partici-
pants feel good and liberated after the 
yoga class. This is the greatest gift and 
feedback I can get as a yoga teacher. 

I simply love to motivate and inspire 
people. With yoga we can move so much, 
we can achieve so much good when we 
carry the philosophy of yoga out. espe-
cially in our time, humanity can only ben-
efit from it. Yoga is everything that does 
us good, what we need and love, yoga 
connects, yoga gives hope.

So go out, feel the energies and do 
yoga.

Chantal Homscheid
Geschäftsführerin| Chanti Hom 

Yoga UG
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A year after setting in motion 
Kicking Gender Boundaries, an 
initiative to promote the inclu-

sivity of trans athletes in sports, Arjun 
Pandey (founder of Kicking Gender 
Boundaries and winner of Prime Min-
ister’s National Child Award 2020) has 
expanded his work to support para-
athletes as well. In the last few months, 
after having many conversations with 
athletes with disabilities, he realized 
that they aren’t given the right resourc-
es and opportunities to succeed. He be-
lieves that India’s recent success at the 
Para-Olympics is indicative of the talent 
that para-athletes have and he wants to 
raise awareness about the struggles of 
such sportspersons. Arjun said “Sports 
has always been my passion and I want 
to share that joy with everyone. I hope 
that such events can spark a bigger 
change in the Indian Community, and 
make it more accepting of all kinds of 
people.”

Learning of Arjun’s initiative, Shri 
Pramod Chandurkar, Secretary-Gen-
eral, Archery Association of India, said 
“Arjun is a risk taker who is trying to 
bring about a positive change in Indian 
Sports and we support him in this mis-
sion.” Along the same lines, Dr. Deepa 
Malik, a Paralympic medalist and the 
recipient of the Khel Ratna (2019) and 
Padmashri (2017) awards alongside 
being the President of the Paralympic 
Committee of India, also had words of 
encouragement for Arjun, saying “I am 
delighted to know that the youth in this 
country are so sensitive and are willing 
to go out of their comfort zone to help 
our society. Arjun’s initiative will go a 
long way in making Indian Sports more 
inclusive.”

To spread awareness, Arjun orga-
nized an online webinar and brought 5 
para-athletes as well as the renowned 
Dr. Deepa Malik to educate teenagers 
and adults across the country. Along 
with sensitizing the masses about the 
struggles of para-athletes, the webinar 
also focused on encouraging people 
to celebrate para-athletes in the same 
manner that athletes without dis-
abilities are celebrated. Thousands of 
people attended and appreciated the 

webinar, some even saying that they 
would want this to become a regular 
event. ekta Bhyan, a shotput athlete, 
mentioned “We hope to continue work-
ing to spread awareness with Arjun and 
ScoutMe. In the long run, this could be 
a game-changer for all of us.” Mithali 
Gaikwad, an archer, echoed the senti-
ments of ekta “We are very happy to be 
part of an initiative that we think can 
be the catalyst for change in the Indian 
society.” 

Along with the webinar, Arjun has 
modified his platform, ScoutMe, to facil-
itate players with disabilities. He wants 
to use this as a medium for para-athletes 
to connect with potential organizations 
that can help them in their careers. The 
goal behind this is to get people to spon-
sor para-athletes in whatever capacity 
they can so that the athletes have better 
equipment as well as more opportuni-

ties to advance their careers. Harvinder 
Singh, another archer, was delighted 
when she heard this, saying “This is a 
great way to bridge the opportunity gap 
that exists between different athletes 
in India, and will help our country suc-
ceed in all sports in the future.” Along 
with the help of corporate houses, Arjun 
plans to continue selling t-shirts signed 
by famous sports personalities from 
India to have another source of raising 
funds, which he hopes can again be used 
to support para-athletes. Shyam Sundar 
and Vivek Chikara, both archers, com-
mended Arjun, saying that “young trail-
blazers like Arjun are making the real 
change in this country and we fully sup-
port his mission.”

Arjun hopes to keep scaling his ac-
tions in the future and wants to see 
sports become a source of joy for all hu-
man beings.

one-stop destination 
for para athletes
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Crime thriller series ‘Paatal Lok’ 
actor Ishwak Singh, who had 
quite a productive lockdown, 

says that creativity is the king in the 
OTT space. Calling 2020 challenging, 
he also said it was a remarkable year for 
him, as it brought him on the map.

Singh stars in ‘Unpaused’, a Hindi 
anthology consisting of five short sto-
ries revolved around lives of people im-
pacted by the Covid-19 pandemic.

excerpts from an IANSlife chat be-
tween Siddhi Jain and Ishwak Singh:

Q: You have a background in 
theatre. Tell us about your time 
and learnings on stage.

A: Theatre is a pretty widespread 
and diverse space but the kind of the-
atre I wanted to do was very, very re-
alistic and minimalistic - which means 
there weren’t many sets or too much 

anything apart from the spotlight and 
the actor. To me, that was the ultimate 
training ground. My idea was to learn 
the craft, and I thought what could be a 
better space to learn than a play where 
it’s just the actor and spotlight. To me, 
theatre is the most authentic way of 
learning acting. When I started out, I 
realised it would take a lot of time, be-
cause normally you enrol with a theatre 
group and it takes a good number of 

Lockdown enhanced my 
creativity in the oTT space



years before you get the part of a pro-
tagonist and you build a body of work 
and get known for it. It’s a slow and on-
going process which I wanted to do, it 
was a conscious choice and I really en-
joyed it.

Q: From an actor’s perspective, 
how promising would you say the 
oTT space is?

A: The OTT space is clearly a savior 
in that sense, for not just actors, film-
makers, writers, and creative people, 

but someone who just wants to do basic 
work and want to tell stories. It doesn’t 
have the dynamics of what every indus-
try has, where creativity is pretty much 
at the centre. Creativity is the king for 
OTT, and that’s what makes it very in-
teresting.

Q: ‘unpaused’ draws from 
covid-19 and the lockdown. what 
were your personal experiences 
in the lockdown?

A: During the lockdown, I was 

aware that this thing is going to go on 
for a while and I wasn’t ambitious at all 
about how to make my days productive 
initially. To me, it was about your san-
ity, getting past this thing. I got back to 
basics, did things I really enjoyed, read 
Shakespeare which I really like, watched 
good cinema, explored different forms 
of martial arts. I had been meaning to 
get back to books, plays and stories.

Well, I have to say it’s been a very 
very challenging, at times hurtful, at 
times very difficult year, but at the same 
time it’s been remarkable, that I can’t 
deny. It’s unfortunate to use this word 
for the year, but it did kind of bring 
me on the map. The biggest regret any 
artist has got the longest time is that 
he might have been known before this 
but I wasn’t known for the kind of skill-
set, work and acting I represent. After 
2020, people get a sense of that, which 
is immensely satisfying.

Q: Tell us about character in 
‘unpaused’ and how different is it 
from that in ‘Paatal Lok’?

A: every character is very, very dif-
ferent. Anything that is written in a dif-
ferent time and place, if you see it as 
part of a story and what the story is all 
about, I think characters of the same 
profession (would be different). If I have 
to play a cop, it will be different from 
the cop I played in Paatal Lok. Here 
(in ‘Unpaused’) is the premise is dif-
ferent, the format is different, that was 
long-format, this is a short story. This is 
more felt, personal, internal, something 
that comes out of one’s personal experi-
ences because it’s about mental health 
and hope.
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By mahua Venkatesh

The ugly face-off between Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and billion-
aire entrepreneur Jack Ma is set 

to deal a big blow to investments in the 
country. At a time when several foreign 
companies are looking at diversifying 
their supply sources by relocating their 
manufacturing facilities outside China, 
this recent development could lead to 
further uncertainties for the global in-
vesting community, several analysts 
said.

Analysts said that investments will 
be critical for the Chinese government, 
which has been concerned about em-
ployment generation and livelihood.

China is already struggling to find 
employment for its 8.74 million stu-
dents who passed out this year. This is a 
record high number– about half a mil-
lion more than 2019.

Last month, Ma’s Ant Group, an 
affiliate company of the Chinese Ali-
baba Group surprised investors when 
it suddenly announced suspension of 
its initial public offering (IPO) — barely 
two days before it was slated to hit the 
market. Ma, the co-founder and former 
chairman of the Alibaba Group, has 
been China’s poster boy.

“Ma has not only been an iconic fig-
ure in China but the world over. His is 
an incredible success story epitomising 
the typical rags to riches theory but now 
with the recent fracas between him and 
the authorities, things are falling apart,” 
an analyst on condition of anonymity 
said.

Ma’s story may impact in-
vestors’ sentiments

The analyst added that unfortunate-
ly the story will not be limited to Ma and 
his companies but will have an encom-
passing impact on the entire global in-
vestment community.

“The timing of the decision showed 
once again that for Xi and the party, 
financial and political stability take 
precedence over ceding control of 

the economy — especially to a private 
company. In Beijing’s view, allowing 
the IPO to go forward could effec-
tively give Ant too much sway over 
the financial system, posing broader 
risks that could ultimately undermine 
the party’s grip on power,” the Japan 
Times wrote.

While the public sector has in-
creased its hiring activities to address 
the problem, employment generation 
has slowed down in the private sector, 
which accounts for 80 per cent of the 
urban jobs. Several sectors including 
manufacturing, consumer goods indus-
try, software and information technol-
ogy services are known to have reduced 
their hiring process.

“China was the darling of all inves-
tors till a few months ago and compa-
nies were willing to set up shop in the 
country. Things have taken a sharp turn. 
Not only have investors and companies 
understood the importance of diversify-
ing the supply sources but the political 
aggression has also been unsettling,” a 
mid sized exporter with a manufactur-
ing facility in China said.

China has also drawn global atten-
tion in the last few months for its politi-
cal, economic and military aggression 
in the region.

Ma and his problems
The Ant Group, formerly known as 

Ant Financial and an affiliate company 
of Alibaba, was hoping to raise $34.4 
billion. Ma, a vociferous critic of the 
Chinese government and the nature of 
financial regulations and a few other 
senior executives of the company were 
even summoned by the authorities. A 
month before his company was to hit 
the bourses, Ma openly spoke against 
the outdated supervision norms and 
financial regulation which were damp-
ening innovation. He also said that Chi-
nese banks operated with a “pawnshop 
mentality”.

Ma’s companies are currently under 
regulatory watch for alleged monopoly.

“Ma had been speaking his mind, 
criticizing the government. This kind of 
a reaction from the government was not 
unexpected. However this also leaves 
doubts in the minds of the investors. It 
simply leads to bad taste and especially 
when the world is trying to get out of the 
massive Covid 19 induced financial cri-
sis,” a company executive said.

The executive said that given a 
chance, investors will look at putting 
in money in other countries considered 
“safer” in terms of policy guidelines as 
well as political scenario.

jack ma episode has 
made global investors 

jittery about china
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Despite most industry experts 
placing their bet on iPhone 
12, JP Morgan has said that 

iPhone 12 Pro continues to experience 
“robust demand”.

earlier reports mentioned that Ap-
ple reported weaker than expected iP-
hone sales due to the delayed iPhone 
12 launch.

However, a Counterpoint Research 
report late last month said that Apple 
is likely to break previous sales records 
during its fiscal first quarter (October-
December period) as the iPhone 12 is 
set to bolster global quarterly ship-
ment growth for all iPhones to 21 per 
cent year-over-year (yoy).

Now, JP Morgan analyst Samik 
Chatterjee has said that iPhone 12 
series lead times have “moderated 
significantly” since the holidays with 
most models available for consumers 
within a week.

“However, even as iPhone 12 Pro 
lead times have moderated on the 
same lines as other SKUs, aggregate 
lead times for 12 Pro still remains 
quite robust and above 20 days, im-
plying continued robust demand,” 
Chatterjee said.

Wedbush analyst Daniel Ives has 
also said that the strong sales of Air-
Pods for the holidays provides “anoth-
er product tailwind” for Apple heading 
into the new year.

Apple shares were up 82 per cent 
this week, largely driven by optimism 
about the 5G iPhones.

Although Apple’s October-No-
vember 2020 global sell-through was 
down yoy, it declined by only low-
single digits.

That is positive considering the 
four to six-week launch delay of the 
iPhone 12 versus the iPhone 11, ac-
cording to Counterpoint Research.

There was the possibility of a De-
cember sales surge, driven by the new 
iPhone 12, which would bring the 
quarter’s sell-through number into 
record territory, according to Coun-
terpoint.

The popularity of the new model 
is evident when comparing iPhone 12 
and iPhone 11 post-launch sales in the 
US market on a yoy, week-for-week 
basis.

Apple iPhone 12 Pro experiences 
‘robust’ demand: jp morgan
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Maya elliott is the face of genera-
tion, a supermodel, and student 
by profession; she stands 5’11 

inches tall and expands her influence in 
the fashion world, bringing together the 
sharpest female brains in the Fashion 
world. She is born and brought up in At-
lanta, Georgia, USA.

She has a great camera presence. Her 
look is flexible ranging from High Fash-
ion, to Fitness/Lifestyle. She was scouted 
by IMG models and life has changed for 
since then as she is getting ready to be 
America’s next top model. She is repre-
sented by Ursula Wiedmann models in 
Women mainboard and they are specia-
lised in finding amazing models and de-
veloping them to be the best models and 
talent they can be. She is in conversation 
with team Opinion express.  

First off tell us how you were 
“discovered” and how your model-
ling career all started?

I was discovered by IMG mod-
els through their Instagram campaign 
‘WLyG’ and was shortly signed after that. 
It all started from there.

What kind of connection do you 
share with India, considering your 
indian roots? is there a bit of influ-
ence that Indian lineage gives to 
your food and culture choices?

My mom was born and brought up in 
India until she was thirteen so since I was 
little I have been introduced to the food 
and culture of India. Some of the customs 
and our family dynamics come from that 
Indian lineage.

Having walked for so many run-
way shows, you must have had lots 
of exposure in the high fashion, 
glamour side of the industry. Which 
would you say, has been your best 
show till date and why?

I liked the first show that I did, which 
was at the Americas mart in Atlanta be-
cause everything was so new and exciting 
and the adrenaline was pumping and all 
the clothes that I wore were amazing.

Was modelling something you 
always wanted to do, or did it just 
happen?

I would always watch reality Tv shows 
about modelling like America’s next top 

model and it always sparked an interest 
and then one day I just thought that it 
would be a cool thing to try to do and it’s 
been going since.

What do you do to stay in shape?
I try to stay in good shape by eating 

healthy, mainly home cooked meals and 
staying active by going to the gym and 
participating in sports. 

Are you into watching Bolly-
wood films? if yes who is your fa-
vourite actor?

I don’t watch as many Bollywood 
movies as I should but I love watching 
the music videos from the movies. Of 
course everyone knows Aishwarya Rai 
and Priyanka Chopra but I also like Deep-
ika (who doesn’t?) and Alia Bhatt even 
though she’s technically British.

For the gentlemen I like SRK and Sal-

man Khan. I also like Jishu Sengupta be-
cause my mom is Bengali and she watches 
Bengali movies too.

do we also see an actress in maya 
Elliott? Is acting in your bucket? If 
yes what kind of characters do you 
desire to play?

As far as acting is concerned, it’s sure-
ly on my list in the future. Atlanta has a 
lot of movies and television shows that 
are shot here and I can start out as an ex-
tra and move into other supporting roles. 
I have to wait till I turn 18 because of my 
height I can’t pass for a teenager. In order 
to play an adult role I have to be 18. So 
let’s see what happens over the next year. 
There are a lot of possibilities but I think 
I would do better in a comedic/light role 
rather than a dramatic one.

By Nithya Ramesh: Bureau Chief 
– Fashion & Entertainment Desk   

Maya Elliott:  Evolved human 
being & of course, a supermodel






