
Vol: 30 | No. 7 | July 2022| 20

www.opinionexpress.in A MONTHLY NEWS MAGAZINE

Cover Story

Two proponents of Vaishnavism 
are on a mission to propogate 
world peace and discover real 

meaning of freedom

PEACE & FREEDOM





Vaishnavism is one of the major forms of modern Hinduism, characterized 
by devotion to the god Vishnu and his incarnations. A devotee of Vishnu is 
called a Vaishnava. The Vaishnavite tradition is known for the loving devo-

tion to an avatar of Vishnu, and as such was key to the spread of the Bhakti move-
ment in South Asia in the 2nd millennium CE. For Vaishnava, absolute reality is 

manifested in Vishnu, who in turn is incarnated in Rama, 
Krishna, and other avatars. Through his avatars, Vishnu de-
fends traditional righteousness in keeping with the moral 
law.

Vaishnavism is the worship and acceptance of Vishnu. 
The various sects of worshippers of Vishnu pray to him in 
different ways. For some, the goal of religious devotion to 
Vishnu is liberation from the cycle of birth and death. For 
others, it is health and prosperity in this life, good crops, suc-
cess in business, or thriving children.

Vaishnavism comprises many sects 
and groups that differ in their interpre-
tation of the relationship between the 
individual and God. It has four main 
categories of sub-schools: the medieval-
era Vishishtadvaita school of Ramanuja, 
the Dvaita school of Madhvacharya, the 
Dvaitadvaita school of Nimbarkacharya, 
and the Pushtimarg of Vallabhacharya. 
The Srivaishnava sect, for example, em-
phasizes the doctrine of qualified non-
dualism of Ramanuja, according to which, 
although the differentiated phenomenal 
world is illusory, it is nevertheless the me-
dium through which devotees may gain 
access to God. Another group professes 
the dualism of the philosopher Madhva, 
the belief that God and the soul are sepa-
rate entities and that the soul’s existence 
is dependent on God. The Pushtimarg sect 
maintains the pure non-dualism doctrine 
of the theologian Vallabhacharya, which 
does not declare the phenomenal world to 
be an illusion. The Gaudiya sect, founded 
by Chaitanya, teaches inconceivable duality and non-duality, the belief that the 
relation between God and the world is beyond the scope of human comprehension.

The first supreme omnipresent Jagad Guru Shrimad Vallabhacharya Mahap-
rabhuji established the Vaishnav religious system to grace upon the Universe, the 
Divine Grace, also known as Pushtimarg.

Sri Ramanujacharya Swamy, who graced this world in the 11th century, is the 
most important exponent of Sri Vaishnavism. His legacy is not just how many 
hearts he has touched, but how many ‘souls’ he has transformed.

The current proponent of Vallabhacharya and Ramanujacharya cults namely 
HH Dwarkeshlalji Maharaj and HH Chinna Jeyar Swamy respectively are doing 
a fabulous job to promote global peace, tranquility, and universal well-being. The 
two Ambassadors of the Vaishnav cult have united the nation and international 
PIO population with his motherland.

    —Prashant Tewari,  Editor-in-Chief                 

Ambassadors of 
global peace

editorial
RNI UPENG01809 Volume 30, No 7 

EDITOR 
Prashant Tewari 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR  
Dr Rahul Misra 
POLITICAL EDITOR 
Prakhar Misra  

BUREAU CHIEF 
Anshuman Dogra (DELHI), Diwakar Shetty 
(MUMBAI), Sidhartha Sharma (KOLKATA), 

Lakshmi Devi (BANGALORE ) DIvyash Bajpai 
(USA), KAPIL DUDAKIA (UNITED KINGDOM) 

Rajiv Agnihotri (MAURITIUS), Romil Raj 
Bhagat (DUBAI), Herman Silochan (CANADA), 

Dr Shiv Kumar (AUS/NZ), Nithya Ramesh 
(Fashion & Entertainment )  
PRINCIPLE CORRESPONDENT 

Shakila Makandar
CONTENT PARTNER 

The Pioneer
Pratham Pravakta 

IANS

LEGAL ADVISORS 
Vishnu Sharma Adv

Vijai Krishna Adv 
ADVERTISEMENT / MARKETING DIRECTOR 

Diwakar Shetty
Gopal Chopra  

ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR 
Amit Pandey 

Bal Mukund Gaur 
CORPORATE COMMUNICATION / PR 

 Sanjay Mendiratta
       M M Upadhaya  
GRAPHICS & DESIGN 

Writeword Commuications (Studio 8)
PHOTOGRAPHER 
Ratan Shukla  

OVERSEAS MARKETING
OEMCL Ltd (Mauritius), OEHCL ltd (DUBAI) 

ADVERTISEMENT / CIRCULATION: 
Delhi / NCR - Hemant Sharma: D 239 

Defence Colony New Delhi 110024 INDIA  
Tel – 011 49060350

Mumbai - Vijay Kalantri – Advisor: New 
ExcelsIor BUILDING, 6tH Floor, A.K. NAYAK 

MARG, Fort, MUMBAI - 400001 (INDIA). 
Phone: 91 - 22 - 22019265 / 22019160  

FAX : 91-22- 22019764 / 22019760
The magazine is published and printed by Rajiv 
Agnihotri for Opinion Express Communications 
& Entertainments Pvt Ltd, from Kumpu Graphic 

Press 2 Ashok Nagar, Lucknow & printed at Kumpu 
Graphic Press 2 Ashok Nagar, Lucknow – 226001 

Tele : 91-522-4060880 &  
Nikhil Offset An ISO 9001 : 2008 Certified Company 
223, DSIDC Complex, Okhla Industrial Area Phase 

- I, New Delhi - 110020 Tele : 91-26812316, 
26810097, 26810458, FAX:91 45792362 E-Mail : 

nikhil223@yahoo.com, nikhilg91@gmail.com 
Registered Office: OPINION EXPRESS HOUSE 

24-A Clyde Road, Lucknow-226001 (India) 
Phone: 91-522-4060880 Fax: 91-522-2208242 

# 24x7 mobility +91 9984437000   
email: info@opinionexpress.in

All disputes are subject to be under jurisdiction of 
courts in Delhi.

All content published may be subject to copyright, 
seek written permission to re-produce. Opinion 
Express is trade mark brand of Opinion Express 

Communications & Entertainment Private Limited.

O P I N I O N  E X P R E S S 3JULY 2022

Vaishnavism comprises 
many sects and groups that 
differ in their interpretation 
of the relationship between 
the individual and God. It 
has four main categories of 
sub-schools: the medieval-
era Vishishtadvaita school 
of Ramanuja, the Dvaita 
school of Madhvacharya, 
the Dvaitadvaita school 
of Nimbarkacharya, 
and the Pushtimarg of 
Vallabhacharya.
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DWARKESHLALJI 
MAHARAJSHREE 

ON A WORLD 
PEACE MISSION

How Vaishnavism defends traditional righteousness in 
keeping with the moral law

Prashant Tewari

Vaishnavism is one of the major forms of modern Hinduism, char-
acterized by devotion to the god Vishnu and his incarnations. A 
devotee of Vishnu is called a Vaishnava. The Vaishnavite tradi-
tion is known for the loving devotion to an avatar of Vishnu, and 
as such was key to the spread of the Bhakti movement in South 

Asia in the 2nd millennium CE. For Vaishnava’s, absolute reality is manifest-
ed in Vishnu, who in turn is incarnated in Rama, Krishna, and other avatars. 
Through his avatars, Vishnu defends traditional righteousness in keeping with 
the moral law.
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Vaishnavism is the worship and 
acceptance of Vishnu. The various 
sects of worshippers of Vishnu pray to 
him in different ways. For some, the 
goal of religious devotion to Vishnu 
is liberation from the cycle of birth 
and death. For others, it is health and 
prosperity in this life, good crops, suc-
cess in business, or thriving children. 

Vaishnavism comprises many 
sects and groups that differ in their 
interpretation of the relationship be-
tween the individual and God. It has 
four main categories of sub-schools: 
the medieval-era Vishishtadvaita 
school of Ramanuja, the Dvaita school 
of Madhvacharya, the Dvaitadvaita 
school of Nimbarkacharya, and the 
Pushtimarg of Vallabhacharya. The 
Srivaishnava sect, for example, em-
phasizes the doctrine of qualified 
non-dualism of Ramanuja, accord-
ing to which, although the differenti-
ated phenomenal world is illusory, it 
is nevertheless the medium through 
which devotees may gain access to 
God. Another group professes the 
dualism of the philosopher Madhva, 
the belief that God and the soul are 
separate entities and that the soul’s 
existence is dependent on God. The 
Pushtimarg sect maintains the pure 

non-dualism doctrine of the theolo-
gian Vallabhacharya, which does not 
declare the phenomenal world to be 
an illusion. The Gaudiya sect, founded 
by Chaitanya, teaches inconceivable 
duality and non-duality, the belief 
that the relation between God and the 
world is beyond the scope of human 
comprehension. 

HDH Shashthpithadishwar Pujya 
Pad Goswami 108 Shree Dwarkesh-
lalji Maharajshree hails from the 
Pushtimarg tradition of Vaishnavism 
as the direct descendant of Jagadguru 
Shrimad Vallabhacharya Mahaprab-
huji, the founder of Pushti Bhakti 

Marg and one of the five great Achary-
as in Hinduism. His Divine Holiness 
is enthroned as the 14th Gadipathi of 
Shashthpeeth at Vadodara, one of the 
seven thrones of Shri Vitthalnathji 
Gusainji, the son of Shri Vallabhacha-
rya Mahaprabhuji. He is not only the 
head at Kalyanraiji Mandir, Vadodara 
but also at several temples/Havelis in 
India, the UK, the USA, and Canada.

The first supreme omnipresent 
Jagad Guru Shrimad Vallabhacharya 
Mahaprabhuji established the vaish-
nav religious system to grace upon 
the Universe, the Divine Grace, also 
known as Pushtimarg. Jagad Guru 

Vaishnavism comprises many sects and groups 
that differ in their interpretation of the relationship 
between the individual and God. It has four 
main categories of sub-schools: the medieval-
era Vishishtadvaita school of Ramanuja, the 
Dvaita school of Madhvacharya, the Dvaitadvaita 
school of Nimbarkacharya, and the Pushtimarg of 
Vallabhacharya.
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Vallabhacaryaji had two Divine Sons – 
Shri Gopinathji & Shri Viththalnathji-
Gosainji. Shri Viththalnathji-Gosainji 
had seven sons. His sixth son was 
Shri Yadunathji. Shashthapithadhish-
war Param Pujya Goswami 108 Shree 
Dwarkeshlalji Maharajshri is the 14th 
Generation of Shri Yadunathji. For the 
past 13 generations based on the tra-
ditions of Shashthapithadhishwar, he 
resides on every Gaadi-Pati (Throne) 
as Raj-Tilak. He is presently residing 
in Vadodara as Raj-Tilak in Seva of 
Mohini Swarup Shri Kalyanrayji. This 
is the same Swarup that Beloved Val-
labhacharyaji served (Sevya).

Pujyapad Goswami 108 Shree 
Dwarkeshlalji Maharajshri is present-
ly the Raj-Tilak Gaadi-Pati of Vado-
dara, Ahmedabad-Naroda (Shri Ma-
haprabhaji’s Bethakji), Gondal, Baria, 
(Gujarat), Gokul (Uttar Pradesh), 
Dhanpur, Shergad (Rajasthan), Vidi-
sha (Madhya Pradesh), Sikandarabad 
(Telangana). Likewise, in Atlanta-
Gokuldham, Ocala-Pushtidham, Con-
necticut-Vallabhdham (All-USA) & 
Leceister-Shreeji Dham (UK). More-
over, he is serving various other re-
ligious establishments around the 
world as an Advisory.

From a very young age, Pujya Ma-
harajshree has been an inspirational 
religious, social and cultural leader as 
well as a guiding force for the young 
and old alike and strong support for 
the disadvantaged members of soci-
ety. He has motivated thousands of 
youngsters to embrace Pushtimarg 
through various religious, cultural, 
educational, and charitable institu-
tions throughout India and the world. 
Over the years, HDH has been hon-
ored for His profound philosophical 
and poetic writings as well as for His 
religious, social, and humanitarian 
work.

He is a renowned PushtiMargiya 
Propagator, Philosopher and Teach-
er. He is an embodiment of Love, 
Compassion and Friendship. Along 
with these attributes, he is extremely 
practical and tolerant. He is a guid-
ing leader in social welfare and is as-
sociated with various social organiza-
tions in the country & abroad. In his 
lectures, he motivates and inspires 
many individuals & Organizations 
and strives to find solutions to vari-
ous problems faced by society. His in-
spired guidance is always for the peo-
ple of the society for self-development 
and progress of the society.

He appreciates antique collections 

and art & artistry. He is very profi-
cient in playing Mrudang (Pakhawaj) 
in Music Area. He is articulate in pre-
paring and adorning jewelry for Shree 
Thakorjee. He has written several on-
going poetries in Gujarati, Hindi & 
Vraj Bhasha. He is the author of vari-
ous religious and philosophical ar-
ticles and texts. He has an interest in 
ancient & modern, known-unknown 
Gazals’ collections. He displays a keen 
interest in national geographic and 
current affairs of past and present 
times...

He has received several accolades 
and awards including the prestigious 
“Glory of Gujarat” award in 2015 for 
promoting social well-being, Indian 
culture, and religion as well as for 
His valuable contributions to eco-
nomics and religious research. Most 
recently in August 2021, His Divine 
Holiness was awarded an honorary 
doctorate by North American Uni-
versity, USA.

Pujya Maharajshree continues to 
travel tirelessly throughout the world 
with great enthusiasm and fervor to 
preserve, maintain and propagate 
Hinduism with the teachings of Push-
timarg through religious institutions, 
spiritual discourses, cultural pro-

grams, humanitarian projects, and 
education.

HDH Dwarkeshlalji Maharajshree 
enlightens the world on the specifics 
of terminology commonly used by fol-
lowers of the Vaishnav cult.  

Who is a Vaishnav?
Anyone offering divine loving ser-

vices to Lord Shree Krishna by dedi-
cating and finding refuge in Him is 
called a Vaishnav. A Vaishnav does 
not harbor negative feelings of hatred, 
jealousy, envy, etc., and treats every-
one with respect, equanimity, and 
equality.

What is Inner Faith?
Inner faith is the divine love one 

experiences after realizing Shri Krish-
na’s true nature. It is the recognition 
of the all-pervading nature or Brah-
mavad essence of God within our-
selves and in the world that gives a 
positive outlook and attitude towards 
life and creates respect, understand-
ing, and awareness of oneself as well 
as others. Unyielding faith originat-
ing from one’s experiences of God’s 
omnipotent presence can lead to ex-
traordinary experiences which are 
practical and liberating. In this state 
of liberation, one merges into Shri 
Krishna’s blissful form and no caste, 
creed, color, sex, or age prevents one 
from attaining Shri Krishna’s grace. It 
transcends all boundaries of identity, 
time, space, and place.

What does Pushtimargiya 
mean?

Pushtimarg also known as “The 
Path of Grace” is a Vaishnav sect of 
Hinduism established by Jagadguru 
Shrimad Vallabacharya Mahaprabhu-
ji, one of the great Acharyas of Hindu-
ism. “Pushtimargiya” is spontaneous, 
selfless, motiveless love for Lord

Vaishnavism theology, descend 
to empower the good and fight evil, 
thereby restoring Dharma. This is re-
flected in the passages of the ancient 
Bhagavad Gita as:

Whenever righteousness wanes 
and unrighteousness increases I send 
myself forth.

For the protection of the good and 
for the destruction of evil,

and for the establishment of righ-
teousness,

I come into being age after age.

(Writer is the editor-in-chief of 
The Opinion Express) 

From a very young age, 
Pujya Maharajshree has 
been an inspirational 
religious, social and 
cultural leader as well 
as a guiding force for 
the young and old alike 
and strong support 
for the disadvantaged 
members of society. He 
has motivated thousands 
of youngsters to embrace 
Pushtimarg through 
various religious, 
cultural, educational, 
and charitable 
institutions throughout 
India and the world
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 Swamy Chinna Jeeyar

The truly learned, with the eyes of 
divine knowledge, envisions the 
inner soul of a Brahmin, a cow, 

an elephant, a dog, and a dog eater, 
equally.

Equality is not a new concept. In-
equality is…. it is a concept that keeps 
creeping into society…. repeatedly rais-
ing its ugly head… despite efforts of El-
ders, Sages, Social reformers etc.

So how come inequality is such a 
persistent problem? It is so because 
we don’t realise that all inequalities are 
at the level of the physical body. From 
God’s point of view, we’re all equal. All 
athmas are part of Paramathma, but 
they get embodied based on their kar-
mas … not as a punishment. but as an 
opportunity to better themselves. Any 
inequality, whether of colour, caste, 
creed or gender, is inevitable, at that 
physical level only.

Unfortunately, Mankind thrives on 
highlighting these temporary differenc-
es and creating divides, forgetting the 
oneness of all beings. We must realise 
that we have to help others to develop 
skills to cross this ocean of worldly ex-
istence.

Everyone says they believe in Equal-
ity and then shrug off its implementa-
tion as someone else’s responsibility. 
Unless each one of us practices it in our 
day to day lives, it will only remain a slo-
gan or a topic for essays and speeches.

The word Equality does not mean 

that everyone will become the same…. 
it means that everyone will have the op-
portunity to evolve to their optimum 
level. A bush will get the opportunity 
to become the best bush, not a tree…. a 
tree will get the opportunity to become 
the best tree, not a forest.

Over the centuries, many great 
men have struggled to make the con-
cept of equality take root in the heart 
of humans. The legacy that a great man 
leaves behind can be ascertained by the 
number of hearts he has touched.

Sri Ramanujacharya Swamy, who 
graced this world in the 11th century, 
is the most important exponent of Sri 
Vaishnavism. His legacy is not just how 
many hearts he has touched, but how 
many ‘souls’ he has transformed.

We are blessed to be part of his lin-
eage and carry forward his torch that 
has been passed down to us by our 
purva acharyas. Almost 5 decades of his 
life… spent serving all beings as a ser-
vice to God… propagating the one con-
cept closest to his heart… Equality.

Sri Ramanujacharya was born 
more than a thousand years ago when 
norms of society were even more rigid 
than they are today. Entering a temple, 
chanting mantras, learning Vedas was 
taboo for women, people from ‘lower’ 
castes and the downtrodden.

The world identifies Bharat with 
casteism, not realising that it began as a 
division based on vocations. It’s unfor-
tunate that untouchability burst forth 
as an issue.

WHAT 
FREEDOM 

MEANS
Freedom becomes more meaningful if it 

stands under the shade of the tree of tradition, 
treating all citizens equally in the eyes of law.

 All our ancient 
scriptures talk about 
equality. In the 
Bhagvada Githa, 5.18, 
Lord Krishna says, 
Vidya vinaya sampanne 
bramhane gavi hasthini 
| suni chaiva svapake 
cha panditha:s sama 
darsinah ||
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Sri Ramanujacharya, like the Spring 
season, quietly set out to help many a 
flower to bloom to its potential. He 
shared the manthra with everyone - ir-
respective of caste. He shared the man-
thra, which he himself had received 
from his guru, after traversing 100 
miles on foot, 18 times. He shared the 
manthra at the cost of his guru’s wrath 
and the possibility of facing Hell. He 
shared it with all. The only qualification 
he wanted was their being devoted and 
eager to learn.

In the times of Ramanujacharya, 
temples were the hub of knowledge, 
employment and culture. They were 
the universities, shopping centres, and 
meeting points. But they were under 
the control of one section of society, one 
particular caste.

Sri Ramanujacharya, encouraged 
inclusiveness by allotting 50% of the 
tasks, in temples, to persons belong-
ing to the rest of the castes. That’s the 
reason, from then on, there were no 
restrictions based on caste, to enter 
temples. However, the relapse of cas-
teism occurred during the foreign rule 
in Bharath. Caste was used as a ploy to 
divide and rule.

Sri Ramanujacharya was born in a 
Brahmin family, but he was desirous of 
having the leftover food of a great devo-
tee from Kanchi, called Kanchi purna, 
though he was from a lower social sta-
tus. He said social status is not a barrier 
when you truly enjoy and cherish the 
companionship of people with a com-
mon goal.

He gave importance, at par with 
the Vedas, to the songs sung by alwars, 

Tamil poet-saints, about the glory of the 
Divya Desams. Some of these alwars 
were of the lower castes, but their songs 
were made mandatory in the temples.

In his old age, Ramanujacharya, 
while going for a bath in River Kaveri, 
would take the support of a Brahmin 
scholar Dasaradhi. However, while re-
turning he used to lean on the shoulder 
of Dhanurdas, a low caste by birth. This 
talks volumes about the importance he 
gave to devotion over physical status by 
birth.

Sri Ramanujacharya showed his 
concern for women in those tough 
days and opened learning channels for 
women. This is 1000+ years ago...... I 
bet there was no social media to cre-
ate awareness ... it was a single Acharya 
who sensed the need to educate all, so 
that everyone could experience knowl-
edge... irrespective of their gender.

Sri Ramanujacharyais that gigantic 
reservoir from which, all present-day 
schools of thought that advocate Equal-
ity, have flowed out as creeks, rivulets 
and tributaries. This is a historical fact.

It’s been over a thousand years 
that this divine personality sanctified 
the earth by his presence. The world is 
advocating his ideology, without giv-
ing credit to him. His name remains in 
the shadows. So, the magical essence is 
missing and values are disappearing in 
society.

Today, the world is fraught with 
divisiveness. Invisible, but invincible, 
walls have been built, dividing soci-
ety. Equality has become just another 
name. We feel that the effulgence of Sri 
Ramanuja’s ideology is the dire need of 
the hour. His form and his words can 
inspire society. What better time to ex-
perience this inspiration, than the mil-
lennium of his birth!

That is why the Statue of Equality 
has emerged. Let the Statue reverberate 
within you, echoes of Equality. Let these 
echoes become a yearning for Equality. 
Let this yearning get translated into ac-
tions leading to Equality.

(Writer is an Indian religious guru 
and yogi ascetic known for his spiritu-
al discourses on Sri Vaishnavism) 

Sri Ramanujacharya, encouraged inclusiveness by 
allotting 50% of the tasks, in temples, to persons 
belonging to the rest of the castes. That’s the reason, 
from then on, there were no restrictions based 
on caste, to enter temples. However, the relapse 
of casteism occurred during the foreign rule in 
Bharath. Caste was used as a ploy to divide and rule.
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Sameer Jena

Lack of political sense, over emo-
tional attachment to religion, 
surging religious extremism in 

the community, and most of all, by not 
recognizing the enemy within who al-
ways stops the community from being 
progressive, Muslims in India pushing 
them backwards.

India is essentially a nation of diver-
sities. Unity in diversity caters the es-
sence for the golden dignity of its com-
posite culture. Since the Vedic period, 
the inclusion of internal and external 
ideas in the composite culture has been 
the specialty here, so assimilation of 
any cultural diversity is accessible and 
achievable in India. In this context, reli-
gious associativity has also been one of 
these characteristics, a striking example 
of this can be seen in Sufism, where the 
golden amalgamation of Islamic mono-
theism and some of the characteristics 
of Indian religions took place and re-

sulted in the successful emerge of a syn-
cretism religious ideology, but in recent 
times, over the years, India’s cultural 
diversity is getting transformed into 
cultural disparity, due to which there is 
a loss in harmony among people as well 
as a negative effect on cultural charac-
teristics.

No one expected what happened 
on Friday, June 10. The incident put 
a big question on the political sense 
of Muslims in this country. In many 
parts of the country Muslims came out 
on the streets in large numbers after 
the Friday prayers (Jumme ki Namaj), 
and what happened then again gave 
strength to the politics of polarization 
in this country. There were sloganeer-
ing, stone pelting, arson, police firing, 
lathi-charge, and the picture changed 
very fast. There were violent demon-
strations across the country. An atmo-
sphere of hostility and terror was cre-
ated. But one thing to note here is that 
such violent demonstrations have only 

reinforced the ulterior motives of the 
vested groups (both religious and po-
litical). 

By the end of the day everyone start-
ed condemning the violence that was 
orchestrated in the name of protest. The 
anger that was for Nupur Sharma and 
Naveen Jindal until the day before the 
protest, suddenly turn towards the riot-
ers and their supporters. In the process 
of extremism of the minorities, those 
citizens who have no association with 
BJP and its ideology also change their 
opinion in support of Nupur Sharma. 
Now people have started rising their 
voice in her support too. Posters were 
put up and pamphlets were thrown in 
support of her in some towns in the 
country. 

Well, after Nupur Sharma’s contro-
versial remarks about the Prophet in 
the TV debate, her statement was con-
demned by people from all corners of 
the country. The matter was about the 
Prophet of Islam, so it is natural that 

Religious intolerance 
pushes Muslims 

backwards

Miscreants throw stones on police during a protest over 
controversial remarks on Prophet Muhammad in Prayagraj, UP.
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protests were made in other countries of 
the world as well. Qatar was the first to 
protest. After this many Islamic coun-
tries expressed disapproval of the state-
ment and few even summoned Indian 
envoy in their country. The ruling BJP 
succumbed to the pressure, first issued 
a statement and talked about the equal-
ity of all religions, and then suspended 
Nupur Sharma and expelled Naveen 
Jindal from the party. Subsequently 
she issued an apology, saying that her 
intention was not to hurt anyone. How-
ever, the question arises that when the 
Islamic countries have consented to the 
BJP’s action on Nupur Sharma, then 
why did the protest in India not stop? 
Obviously some people want to create 
unrest in the country for their political 
purpose. At the same time people who 
are spreading violence in the name of 
protest in the country knowingly or un-
knowingly are nourishing the dirty di-
vided politics of these political parties.  

But everything is political these days 
and this is normal in a democracy. And 
there lies the biggest failure of the Mus-
lim minorities in this country. The com-
mon people of the community having 
little political sense get carried away by 
emotions without considering their ad-
vantages and disadvantages. Every now 
and then the religious leaders bring 
new illusory things in the name of faith 

which is regressive and against moder-
nity and the values of the contemporary 
age of science and rational thinking. It 
is said that if your din (religion) is hin-
dered by your education, then decline 
the education. In the name of safe-
guarding Islam, its culture and prac-

tices, they advocate gender inequality, 
do not support women education and 
women in job.

The immoderation of anything is 
not good. A peaceful protest that turns 
violent is bad. A criticism that crosses 
the limits of freedom of speech is also 
not right. Intellectuals are of the view 
that such incidents are outcome of in-
tolerance in the religion and are the 
biggest obstacle towards the national 
integration of India, as this ideology 
emphasizes the essential unity of one’s 
own community against other commu-
nities. Thus such events promote belief 
in orthodox principles, intolerance and 
hatred towards other religions, leading 
to division of society. Time and again 
the incident on Friday, June 10, proved 
that lack of political sense, over emo-
tional attachment to religion, surging 
religious extremism, and most of all, 
by not recognizing the enemy within 
who always stops the community from 
being progressive, Muslims in India 
pushing them backwards. When there 
is a say “excess of anything is bad,” the 
truth that no one is ready to acknowl-
edge extremism in the religion. It can’t 
be christened spiritual extremism as 
there’s no place of extremism in spiritu-
ality. The problem is imbibing religion 
madly. The community has to take own-
ership of this issue and remain vigilant. 

But everything is 
political these days 
and this is normal 
in a democracy. And 
there lies the biggest 
failure of the Muslim 
minorities in this 
country. The common 
people of the community 
having little political 
sense get carried 
away by emotions 
without considering 
their advantages and 
disadvantages.
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This problem can’t be solved by the gov-
ernment and law enforcement agencies 
alone. Only responsible Muslim leaders 
and organizations can address the real 
issue of extremism. 

In today’s time, religion is used by 
various political parties to fulfill their 
political benefits. Communalization of 
politics as a process increases the inten-
sity of religious violence in the country 
along with promoting communalism in 
India. The lack of value-based educa-
tion in Muslim youth makes them fall 
into the words of anyone without think-
ing and blindly imitate. 

Social media plays an important 
role in promoting communalism due 
to the rapid spread of fake news in the 
country. Audio-visual dissemination of 
riots and violence through social media 
instigates the violence much easier and 
faster. These dehumanizing graphic de-
pictions of violence add to the general 
public’s hatred of other communities. 
Instead of adhering to journalistic eth-
ics and neutrality, most of the media 
houses in the country appear to be par-
ticularly inclined towards one or the 
other political ideology, which in turn 
widens the social divide. 

Factors such as unequal level of de-
velopment, class division, poverty, and 
unemployment etc. create a sense of in-
security among common people. Owing 
to the feeling of insecurity, people lose 

faith in the government, as a result, var-
ious political parties, which are formed 
on communal lines, are resorted to by 
the people to fulfill their needs and in-
terests. Due to lack of trust and mutual 
understanding between two commu-
nities, a sense of fear, suspicion, and 
danger arises in them. So many are of 
the opinion that education, prosperity, 
modern thinking, new initiatives will 
take the Muslims in India forward. 

Like other such incidents in past, 
this one will also be subsided. Political 
graph of some people and parties will 
go up. Some religious leaders and or-
ganizations will create wealth. But no 

one knows how long the rioters against 
whom cases have been registered by the 
law enforcement agencies will remain 
trapped in this. They will be named 
and shamed in public, penalized, their 
houses will be bulldozed. Moreover, 
such violence traps innocent citizens 
too, brings loss of life and property, 
promotes vote bank politics, and affects 
social cohesion. It causes serious dam-
age to religious harmony in the long 
run. It also affects constitutional values 
like secularism and fraternity. In such 
cases, the families of the victims have 
to bear the brunt the most, they have 
to lose their homes, loved ones, and 

Factors such as unequal 
level of development, 
class division, poverty, 
and unemployment 
etc. create a sense 
of insecurity among 
common people. 
Owing to the feeling of 
insecurity, people lose 
faith in the government, 
as a result, various 
political parties, which 
are formed on communal 
lines, are resorted to by 
the people to fulfill their 
needs and interests. 
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even means of livelihood. It presents a 
challenge to the internal security of the 
country as the citizens of the country 
are involved in both the instigators and 
victims of such violence.

When the view expresses only re-
sponsible religious leaders and organi-
zations can address the real issue of re-
ligious extremism in the country, there 
is no intention of disregarding the re-
sponsibilities of the government and 
law enforcement agencies absolutely. 
The law enforcement agencies need 
to be well equipped and local intel-
ligence networks need to be strength-
ened to prevent such incidents. Peace 

committees, including notable citizens 
and religious leaders from the commu-
nity, can be set up to work together to 
spread goodwill and remove the feel-
ings of fear and hatred in the people’s 
mind. Value based education should 
be imparted to the common people 
and specially the youth of the commu-
nity, so that they do not fall prey easily 
into anyone’s words. In addition to sci-
entific and rationality in curriculum, 
there is also need to emphasize value-
oriented education, focusing on the 
excellence of children in schools and 
colleges based on the values of non-vi-
olence, peace, secularism, compassion, 

and humanism. 
Finally, strong laws are needed to 

stop repeating of such incidents in fu-
ture. Although there are Sections in IPC 
and specials laws such as UAPA, NSA, 
PSA, etc. are there and applied, depend-
ing upon the facts of the case, by law en-
forcement agencies, that is not enough 
to desist the perpetrators of such acts. 
The existing criminal justice system 
should be reformed to provide speedy 
trials and adequate compensation to 
the victims. 

(Author is a practicing lawyer 
based in Delhi)



O P I N I O N  E X P R E S S14 JULY 2022



O P I N I O N  E X P R E S S 15JULY 2022

Narender Thakur and Vaishali, Univer-
sity of Delhi 

The recently announced recruit-
ment scheme by Modi govern-
ment - Agnipath-the path of fire 

– as a planned employment of 45000 to 
50000 persons in the age-group 17.5-21 
years in the Indian defence sector per 
annum is actually guarantees a secure 
job for 25% candidates for 15 years and 
the remaining 75% candidates will re-
ceive jobs for 4 years only. The move 
is projected to be inspired by the US 
Défense model but has invited a strong 
protest by the aspiring youth, mainly 
in Northern states, and opposition po-
litical parties. According to the scheme, 
75% army men will be compelled to 
leave with Rs. 1.2 million in hand after 
completing four years of service. This is 
in continuation to the informalization 
of work, with no social security after 4 
years. It is interesting to see that even 
the most glorified and sacred armed 
force known for patriotism, is not left 
untouched from contractualization, the 
process which has even created insecu-
rity in the life of retired army person-
nel. The scheme is opposed by aspiring 
youth across the country and expressed 
their concern by protesting and damag-
ing public property in disgust.

After the protest, however, the cen-
tral government or defence ministry is 
compelled to provide a relaxation of 2 
more years in the age-bar for the jobs 

Agnipriksha 
of Agnipath: A 
Litmus test for 

Modi government 
and Agniveers



O P I N I O N  E X P R E S S16 JULY 2022

from 21 years to 23 years due to no re-
cruitment in the last two years due to 
Covid-19 pandemic. In addition, differ-
ent reservation/quotas are announced 
by the central and state governments 
for the retired Agniveers, to pacify the 
protest. The Public Interest Litigation 
(PIL) is filed in the Supreme Court, 
against the implementation of Agnipath 
scheme by sharing that it will cause ‘se-
rious injury’ to citizens and is followed 
by other PIL against the violence in the 
protest and is asked for taking strong 
actions against the protestors in the 
affected states- Bihar, Uttar Pradesh 
(UP), Haryana, Rajasthan and Telan-
gana. 

The three-armed forces, Army, 
Navy and Airforce had to call a press 
conference and denied withdrawal of 
the scheme instead reduced average 
age from 32 years to 26 years by cit-
ing the case of the US, where 27 years 
of average age is there for the defence 
personnel with the expansion of tech-
nology upgradation and advancement 
in having a relatively younger army. It 
was announced that the recruitment 

would start from 24th June, 2022 and 
the protesters would be debarred from 
the recruitment. 

Informalizing Armed forces
The scheme is aimed at promoting 

informalization and reducing public 
funding especially in the revenue ex-
penditure, like pensions and other so-
cial security allowances in policy frame-
work of neo-liberal economics. The 
scheme is thus a litmus test amidst on-

going recessionary and stagflation pres-
sures for Indian youth and opposition 
political parties who are fighting against 
the diversionary tactics of the ruling 
government. These strategic develop-
ments can be understood in the light of 
earlier promises, and lower growth and 
number of employment generation in 
Defense followed by condition of con-
stitutional assured reservation in the 
public sector undertaking (PSU). The 
scheme is projected as a political move 

The three-armed forces, Army, Navy and Airforce 
had to call a press conference and denied 
withdrawal of the scheme instead reduced average 
age from 32 years to 26 years by citing the case 
of the US, where 27 years of average age is there 
for the defence personnel with the expansion of 
technology upgradation and advancement in having 
a relatively younger army. 
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as there was no progress of providing 2 
crores per annum jobs as promised by 
Modi in 2014, rather there has been an 
increase unemployment rate in 2018 as 
compared to the last 45 years. 

Launching Agnipath 
Scheme amidst Rising Un-
employment

Despite having secondary evidences 
on the deteriorating condition of em-
ployment ever since the initiation of 
economic reforms in 1990s, the vul-
nerability of the poor has intensified 
under Modi regime and worsened in 
the Covid-19 pandemic times.  Accord-
ing to CMIE data, unemployment rate 
and labour participation rate during 
the recent quarter January-April, 2022 
especially in the five states (Bihar, UP, 
Haryana, Rajasthan and Telangana) 
have been highest unemployment rates 
and youth unemployment rates and is 
thus reflected in the extent of the pro-
test against the Agnipath scheme. 

The Centre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy (CMIE) publishes four im-
portant parameters of the labour condi-
tions are : (i) Unemployment Rate- This 
rate estimates the unemployed  persons 
who are willing to work and are active-
ly looking for a job expressed as a per 

cent of the labour force, (ii) labour force 
participation rate- this rate is the ratio 
of the labour force to the population 
greater than 15 years of age and (iii) 
Greater Unemployment Rate (GUER)- 
the rate is the sum of the unemployed 
who are willing to work and are actively 
looking for a job and the unemployed 
who are willing to work and are not ac-
tively looking for a job, expressed as a 
per cent of the greater labour force and 
(iv) Greater Labour Force (GLF) con-
sists of persons who are of 15 years of 
age or more and are either of the fol-
lowing three categories: (i) employed 
(ii) unemployed and are willing to 
work and are actively looking for a job 
and (iii) unemployed and are willing to 
work and are not actively looking for a 
job. The unemployment rates (UR) of 
these PIL sought direction states are: 
Haryana (25.67), Bihar (15.28), Rajas-
than (26.98), Telangana (8.58), Uttar 
Pradesh (3.33), reflecting higher un-
employment rate in these states except 
UP.  The reality of unemployment rate 
in UP can be examined by the labour 
force participation rate (LPR), which 
has been the lowest at all-India level, 
which is only 33.40% reflecting that 
people have withdrawn from seeking of 
jobs due to highest unemployment and 

underemployment in UP. So, the lower 
unemployment rate captures a shallow-
er aspect of the reality, as willingness 
to work in terms of lowest labour force 
participation rate in the state has dras-
tically declined The labour force partic-
ipation rates (LPR) in these respective 
states: Haryana (41.04), Bihar (35.21), 
Rajasthan (44.58), Telangana (52.43), 
Uttar Pradesh (33.40). The labour force 
participation rates (LPR) in urban areas 
are: Haryana (40.36), Bihar (35.85), 
Rajasthan (44.76), Telangana (40.17), 
Uttar Pradesh (33.61), as shown in Fig-
ure 1. 

The states with greater effective 
unemployment rates (GUER) are: 
Haryana (27.56), Bihar (17.56), Raj-
asthan (33.38), Telangana (8.18), Ut-
tar Pradesh (9.29). The GUER include 
the number of seeking for employment 
into the unemployed persons number, 
which captures willing to work but not 
getting employment. At all-India level, 
these three respective rates are: UR 
(7.43), LPR (39.71) and GUER (10.79).

 
Youth Unemployment: Re-
served Army 

The youth unemployment rates in 
UP in the age groups of 15-19, 20-24 
and 25-29 years are 12.88%, 17.46% 

Figure 1: LPR, UR and GUER in India and its five states during January-April, 2022

Figure 2: Youth Unemployment Rate (UR) in India and Five States during  January - April, 
2022: 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29 Years

Source: Figure constructed by the authors using data of CMIE (2022).

Source: Figure constructed by the authors using data of CMIE (2022).
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Figure 3: Youth Greater Unemployment Rate (GUER) in India and Five States during  
January - April, 2022: 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29 Years

Source: Figure constructed by the authors using data of CMIE (2022).

and 8.08% respectively (Figure 2). In 
these respective age groups, the great-
er unemployment rates are 72.70%, 
31.93% and 11.31%, reflecting the high-
est greater unemployment rate in 15-19 
years but suddenly declines in next two 
age groups due to hopelessness in the 
poor and vulnerable conditions of un-
employment (Figure 3)  

In Bihar, the URs in these respec-
tive age groups are: 77.69%, 70.39% 
and 31.14% and the correspond-
ing GUERs are 83.32%, 73.97% and 
31.66% reflecting poor conditions of 
unemployment. The rate of decline 
in the URs and GUERs across the age 
groups are higher in UP than Bihar 
reflecting poorer conditions of unem-
ployment in UP in terms of people are 
withdrawing from seeking the jobs, 
which is hiding behind the lower av-
erage unemployment rate in UP than 
Bihar. 

In Rajasthan, the URs are 95.40%, 
82.07% and 17.16% and GUER are 
97.67%, 83.42% and 18.16% respec-
tively. In Telangana, the respective 
URs are 76.52%, 18.15% and 6.43% 
and GUER are 76.63%, 18.15% and 
6.48%. The respective URs in Haryana 
are 96.76%, 83.89% and 28.38% and 
the corresponding GUERs are 97.87%, 
84.17% and 28.71%.   In Telangana, the 
URs in these age-groups are 76.52%, 
18.15% and 6.43% and respective GU-
ERs are 76.63%, 18.15% and 6.15%, 
not much difference between the URs 
and GUERs showing relatively better 
conditions of employment in Telanga-
na. The gap between the URs and GU-
ERs in Haryana, Bihar, Rajasthan and 
Telangana in comparison to UP reflect 

greater vulnerability of jobs in the 
state. Thus, the more vulnerability of 
UP unemployment and underemploy-
ment conditions can be understood 
from three perspectives: (i) Lowest 
LPR; (ii) highest decline in the GUER 
across the groups from 15-19 to 20-
24 and to 25-29 in UP as compared 
to other four states, (iii) highest gaps 
between the URs and GUERs in UP as 
compared to the other four states. 

Conclusion 
Above discussion unfolds the rea-

sons calling Agnipath as Agnipriksha 
for the aspiring youth and the central 
government. The unrest among youth 
due to already higher unemployment 
rate across India but more specifi-
cally in the five states is examined 

in the light of unemployment situa-
tion across the states. Since the em-
ployment situation is grimmer in the 
northern states - Bihar, UP, Haryana, 
and Rajasthan, the native youth has 
expressed their anguish by violently 
disrupting public property. However, 
the central government is trying to 
pacify the movement legally and via 
taking defence departmental mea-
sures. Further, Indian government is 
making provisions for the reservation 
in state and centre police, railway, 
education and other departments/
ministry.  Like the central open uni-
versity- Indira Gandhi National Open 
University (IGNOU) too has an-
nounced to offer a 3 years’ degree for 
the four-year retired army men. The 
protestors however need to learn from 
the peaceful protest by the farmers in 
the past where they fought and won 
the political battle, otherwise move-
ment built may be dissolved by the 
Indian state on the name of preserv-
ing law and order. The aspiring youth 
however is unaware of the deep-seated 
neoliberal agenda of informalizing ev-
ery possible social sector resulting in 
destabilizing India’s future and is un-
able to understand the hidden agenda 
of reducing the fiscal accountability in 
Défense sector under the neo-liberal 
policy framework from the present 
50% budget of pensions and other 
social security system of Rs. 2.5 lakh 
crores out of total Rs. 5.25 lakh crore 
in 2022-23 (GOI, 2022). It is fore-
seen that After witnessing the socio-
political scenario of growing unrest, 
there is a fear of having greater unrest 
amidst growing unemployment. 
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D.C. PATHAK

The Preamble to the Constitu-
tion of India describes mainte-
nance of ‘unity and integrity of 
the nation’ as its prime objec-

tive. Reference to India being a Union 
of States is for defining the pattern of 
governance that the Constitution was to 
lay down in its text. It is strange that the 
world’s largest democracy born in 1947 
could not - for reasons of internal poli-
tics - define the ‘idea of India’ in spite of 
this country’s deeply inclusive civilisa-
tional past and allowed the concept to 
remain vague, debatable and uncertain 
in terms of the nationalist values it was 
supposed to invoke amongst its citizens. 
Citizens of a free nation had every right 
to connect with their collective recall of 
history that inculcated in them a sense 

of oneness rooted in the shared happy 
and unhappy memories.

The political complexities flowing 
out of the traumatic division of India on 
communal lines built into the process of 
Independence itself and the approach 
of the Congress as the first ruling party 
of India, of presenting the democratic 
dispensation here as a contrast to Is-
lamic Pakistan by ‘disowning’ any cul-
tural heritage of the Hindu majority 
in India, created an amorphous kind 
of polity that was to open the way for 
putting the Muslim minority on a spe-
cial footing for its numbers. All of this 
produced an unnatural environ for gov-
ernance that seemed to run against the 
first democratic principle of ‘one man 
one vote’ followed in India from day one 
of the enforcement of Indian Constitu-
tion in 1950.

Our Constitution was inherently 
secular in as much as it drew no lines 
amongst the citizens in providing equal 
opportunities and equal protection of 
law to them but the Congress -appar-
ently out of a sense of political insecu-
rity - amended the Preamble in 1976 to 
introduce the adjective ‘secular’ for the 
State primarily to retain the loyalty of 
Muslim minority for the party. With 
the gradual but steady rise of BJP as a 
democratic party, Indian politics was 
clearly marked by a growing conscious-
ness among other parties that in a situ-
ation of acute divide of the majority 
community due to politics of caste, lan-
guage and region, the solid support of 
the Muslim minority was the only pos-
sible match winner in elections. There 
was no going back on this realpolitik 
which produced a competition among 

Democratic India 
has to have a 

national identity
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non- BJP parties in the advocacy for the 
‘Muslim cause’

Early on, a narrative of majoritari-
anism, authoritarianism and anti- mi-
nority bias was built against Modi gov-
ernment by the opposition groups in 
concert with anti-BJP lobbies at home 
and abroad. The country has currently 
become prone to the politics of commu-
nal violence. India is only too familiar 
with the communal problem that af-
flicted this country for decades after 
Independence primarily because the 
Ulema and the elite guiding the minor-
ity community continued with their 
policy of projecting religious identity 
into politics, to claim a share of power 
on that basis and in the process got the 
‘secular’ parties ruling then, to humour 
the Muslim minority in every possible 
way for its electoral numbers. The anti-
Modi political parties in concert with 
leaders of the minority community, 
are selectively responding to cases of 
communal violence - blaming it all on 
the present leadership at the Centre. 
This is the same psyche that led them 
even to absolve Pakistan of any share 
of responsibility for perpetrating faith-
based terrorism in Kashmir. They have 
run out of ideas on how to politically 
contest Modi’s leadership - Prime Min-
ister Modi’s rapid rise as a world leader 
on the strength of the handling of inter-
national relations by him, was perhaps 
propelling the opposition to start run-

ning him down on the domestic front 
more and more.

Politics of condoning violence is a 
cause of great concern from the point 
of view of national security. Law and 
order is a state subject and therefore 
in any case of communally motivated 
violence-regardless of which side pro-
voked it- the focus has to be on the ac-
countability of the state government- 
not on settling scores with the Centre. 
Time has come for the state govern-
ments to live up to their autonomous 
role of preventing any mass violence 
with rigorous measures. Since com-
munally sensitive Police Stations were 
already identified there should be no 
laxity on the part of the state Police in 
taking comprehensive preventive mea-
sures there- the DM and SP should be 
held directly responsible for ensuring 
the same. The Centre has a certain re-
sponsibility of monitoring the perfor-
mance of officers of IAS and IPS- who 
were recruited, trained and allotted to 
states by it- and this should be put to an 
effective use at this juncture.

Unlike other crimes, communally 
motivated violence tends to get pro-
longed producing a cycle of action and 
reaction, makes it easy for the agents 
of the external adversary to dig in their 
heels and adds to the vulnerability of 
other sensitive areas. Serious notice 
has to be taken of the brazenness of 
Pakistan in declaring in its recently 

announced National Security doctrine 
that the ‘pro- Hindutva policies of Modi 
government had put the safety of India’s 
Muslims in jeopardy’. While the for-
mer Prime Minister of Pakistan- Imran 
Khan- put India-Pakistan relations in 
the Hindu-Muslim framework, his suc-
cessor - Shehbaz Sharif - has done no 
better by talking of Kashmir as the core 
issue between the two countries and al-
leging that ‘Kashmiri’s blood was turn-
ing the valley red’. Pakistan’s game of 
causing internal destabilisation in India 
by instigating communal conflicts here 
is in the open now and the Intelligence 
set up of this country has the added 
challenge of detecting agent provoca-
teurs recruited by ISI for that purpose. 
There is learning from the experience of 
recent years when communal militancy 
proved to be the route for the rise of ter-
rorism and the spread of radicalisation. 
Indian Mujahideen (IM) emerging out 
of Students Islamic Movement of India 
(SIMI) proved the point.

At present the internal security 
scene in India is potentially disturbed 
because of the revival of the historical 
disputes India had inherited in 1947 
- mainly revolving round the destruc-
tion of the Ram temple at Ayodhya, 
Kashi Vishwanath temple at Varanasi 
and the Krishna Janamsthan temple 
at Mathura. Construction of mosques 
there in an apparent pursuit of the Is-
lamic mandate of subjugating idol wor-
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shippers during the Mughal period of 
Indian history and earlier - provoked 
strong Hindu sentiments on the issue 
that even took the form of a national 
movement. To stall that, Narsimha Rao 
government in its wisdom passed the 
Places of Worship Act in Parliament in 
July 1991 putting a lid on the disputes at 
Varanasi and Mathura while exempting 
Ayodhya from its application. An Act 
of Parliament can always be contested 
before the higher judiciary and this is 
happening now in regard to the 1991 
legislation.

The question is whether the Hindu’s 
sense of continued hurt due to a dark 
chapter of Mughal history justified cor-
rective action in Independent India and 
whether it was logical for the leader-
ship of the minority community here to 
identify itself with the doings of a big-
oted ruler like Aurangzeb? Both Hindus 
and Muslims - at least the bulk of the 
latter represented by Deobandis- had 
condemned the colonial British rule in 
India. Why was then this divergence 
in responding to the infamous side of 
the earlier Muslim invadors? It is pos-
sible that Partition of India forced in 
the name of Islam, made the leaders of 
Indian Muslims cling to any links that 
religion provided to them with these 
outside rulers and with Pakistan. This 
however, will only aggravate the situa-
tion. Exclusivism of a religion that led 
it to ‘reject’ other faiths, had to be first 
worked on by the community’s own 
leadership. The impression of faith-
based separatism had to be remedied 

so that an inevitable backlash resulting 
from it could be minimised.

By voluntarily showing an approach 
of accommodation towards the mass 
sentiment of Hindus in respect of these 
particular places of worship that con-
nected with the Hindu Gods, Muslim 
leaders could have demanded that a 
closure be put on these unhappy his-
torical memories and thus helped to 
take the country beyond them, on to the 
path of ‘development for all’. People of 
all communities after all had the same 
concerns of the common man regarding 
livelihood and betterment of his chil-
dren. This however, may not necessar-
ily happen considering that many of the 
Minority leaders for their own narrow 
politics had even questioned the word 
‘nationalism’ and went to the extent of 
interpreting the gesture of saluting the 
national flag and standing up during 
the national anthem as an imposition 
on Muslims.

Unless good sense prevails, the 
country will be in for an uncompro-
misingly tough response of the State 
against mass violence on communal 
lines. Projection of religious identity 
into politics is bad enough but asserting 
the exclusivism of faith in socio-cultural 
sphere is equally harmful for communal 
harmony. In any case the democratic 
sovereign State where the political ex-
ecutive did not carry a denominational 
stamp, had in the final analysis, the lo-
cus standi to intervene effectively even 
in a situation of religious conflict - in 
the wider public interest.

Disturbances on the domestic front 
are attracting attention at a time when 
India has emerged as a major voice in 
international relations and the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Modi is on the 
rise at the global stage in giving a push 
both to conflict resolution and eco-
nomic development. New initiatives to 
take India’s relations forward, particu-
larly in our neighbourhood -with Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Maldives, Sri Lanka and 
Mauritius - have complemented Modi’s 
foreign policy and added to India’s stat-
ure notwithstanding the hostile attitude 
of the Sino-Pak axis towards this coun-
try. Internal trouble makers working in 
league with India’s adversaries have to 
be put down with a sense of urgency be-
cause no democracy could function with 
problems of domestic violence at hand. 
It needs to be mentioned here that In-
dia’s policy on Ukraine-Russia military 
conflict had worked well - guided as it 
was by the nation’s enlightened self in-
terest, considerations for world peace 
and impartiality towards both sides. 
A UN-sponsored body of interlocutors 
including those from India could help 
with multi-prong negotiations to work 
out a framework of possible agreement 
in which concerns of both parties and 
their supporters would be squarely ad-
dressed. This is the need of the hour 
judging from the fact that India held its 
ground on the issue even at the recent 
Quad summit at Tokyo.

(The writer is a former Director In-
telligence Bureau)
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J Gopikrishnan  

There is little doubt that P. V. Nar-
asimha Rao is a stalwart of Telan-
gana who went on to occupy the 

highest position of the country through 
sheer intellect and hardwork. His con-
tributions as chief minister of united 
A.P and as the Prime Minister of the 
country laid the foundation for today’s 
new and vibrant India. It is also estab-
lished fact that PV as a brand is highly 
recognisable and a definite vote catcher, 
especially in Telangana. Often regarded 
as the Chanakya of modern India for his 
political acumen, his personality com-
bines several images -- first, as a revo-
lutionary working for the Hyderabad 
liberation movement; second, as an 
efficient administrator during his long 

political career; and, importantly, as a 
disruptor and challenger to the dynastic 
politics of the Congress party. It is this 
last reason that explains why the Con-
gress party often goes out of its way to 
belittle his work, despite his unparalled 
contribution to both party and nation. 

Personalities such as PV’s are not 
easily forgotten, however. Telangana 
CM KCR, with his sharp political acu-
men and sagacity, reminded India of 
the tremendous goodwill PVN still com-
mands, when he leveraged PV’s name 
and drew political mileage out of his 
goodwill. It was KCR’s masterstroke to 
field PV’s daughter as MLC candidate 
from Mahaboobnagar, Ranga Reddy 
and Hyderabad graduates’ constitu-
ency last year. This move not only got 
TRS a much-needed resounding vic-

tory against BJP’s Ramchander Rao, 
but, in a single stroke, turned the tables 
against BJP. The ripples of this victory 
have further been seen in the outcome 
of Warangal, Khammam MLC elections 
and subsequent Nagarjun Sagar bye-
elections. This has caused the national 
political parties to finally wake up from 
their slumber and realise the potential 
of PV’s brand image. There is also a 
newfound realisation, both within the 
country and outside, that the economic 
bounty, excellent foreign policy and 
social benefits enjoyed by the nation 
today are to PV’s credit. All these fac-
tors explain the sudden rush to own his 
legacy. While the INC may have failed 
to cash in on their legitimate ownership 
of his legacy, as the saying goes -- there 
can never be a vacuum when it comes to 

PV legacy will determine 
the outcome of upcoming 

Telangana elections
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a ready-made vote-catching legacy.
Attempts seem to be underway in 

political circles for the entry of former 
prime minister PV’s son into active 
politics. Bigwigs of political parties are 
known to have already met him, offer-
ing him various positions, including a 
Rajyasabha seat. Prabhakar is, howev-
er, said to be non-committal as yet. 

It is in this context that Prabhakar 
Rao’s entry into active politics is be-
ing discussed in mainstream political 
circles. In addition to PV’s legacy, Prab-
hakar Rao himself is highly versatile 
-- he is an engineer, an accomplished 
entrepreneur, an Udyog Patra awardee 
by President of India, a writer, an ora-
tor and, above all, has a clean track re-
cord. Although he was made a political 
target by PV’s detractors in mid 90s, he 
came out clean of all controversies, and 
was given a clean chit by all investigat-
ing agencies. More importantly, he is 
known to have been the man who both 
formulated and executed the campaign 
strategies for six consecutive election 
victories of his father and brothers (P.V. 

Ranga Rao and P.V. Rajeshwar Rao). 
People in know of things are aware of 
the role Prabhakar Rao played in media 
interactions of PV and also in executing 
some very sensitive issues with razor-

sharp precision. PV largely depended 
on Prabhakar when it came to securing 
political support from parties to ensure 
smooth sailing of his minority govern-
ment. Despite all these achievements, 
Prabhakar Rao had chosen to stay be-
hind the scenes -- a self-effacing man, 
he prefers to be private.

It is only lately that people are get-
ting to know of Prabhakar Rao’s poten-
tial. Although he is said to be lukewarm 
to the present day politics, his well 
wishers have been exerting pressure 
to get him to play an active role in the 
nation’s politics. Leaders of various po-
litical parties have been approaching 
Prabhakar Rao with a range of offers, 
including a Rajya sabha seat, should he 
throw his weight behind their party.

Will Prabhakar Rao yield to the 
pressure to enter active politics in the 
first place? If so, which party will he 
choose to align with? As inscrutable as 
his father, Prabhakar Rao has given no 
hints yet. Interested onlookers can only 
wait and watch.

_________

Attempts seem to be 
underway in political 
circles for the entry of 
former prime minister 
PV’s son into active 
politics. Bigwigs of 
political parties are 
known to have already 
met him, offering him 
various positions, 
including a Rajyasabha 
seat.
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China’s 30 war aircraft ignored 
Taiwan’s air defence zone and 
entered Taiwan. This is not the 

first time China sent their war aircraft. 
But this time it was an open threat for 
Taiwan. Because China thinks Taiwan 
as its isolated province and wants it by 
any cost. Now, the world looks over the 
China-Taiwan issue whether China will 
really invade Taiwan or not.

 In Taiwan, the first settlers came 
from the Austronesian ethnic group, 
who came from southern China. China 
found and claimed this island around 
239 A.D when Taiwan was a Dutch 
Colony from 1624 to 1661. From the 
Dutch Colony, Taiwan went under the 
Qing empire and was ruled from 1683 
to 1895. 

In 1895, in the first Sino-Japanese 
war, Japan overtook China and so Tai-
wan went under the Japanese control. 
During the World War II, Japan lost 
and surrendered to the U.S. At the same 
time, China wanted to rule over Taiwan. 
As a result, China started ruling over 
Taiwan by the permission of both U.S 
and U.K in 1945. 

But after the finish of the civil war 
in China, Chiang Kai Shek (democratic 
ideology) ruling power was dismissed 
by Mao Zedong’s communist power. 
Chiang and Cumitang government and 
their followers escaped to Taiwan by the 
fear Communist activists and took over 
the political power of Taiwan. 

Despite Taiwan had autocracy pow-
er, people demonstrated for democracy. 
For this reason, Chiang Kai Sheke’s son 
Chiang Ching-Kue opened door for 
democracy for the people of Taiwan. 
Taiwan left China and became indepen-
dent nation in 1949. 

But China is always coming to say 
that Taiwan is an isolated province of 
China and can take it anyway, political-
ly or militarily. Even, from 1980s when 
China-Taiwan diplomatic relation up-
graded, China proposed Taiwan to be-
come the part of China on the basis of 
‘one country, two systems’. 

But Taiwan said no to China, un-
wavering to their morality. In the ‘one 
country, two systems’ is not going to 
work for Taiwan because this policy is 
for 50 years only. After 50 years, Tai-
wan will be the part of China and China 
will not consider Taiwan’s democracy. 
Taiwan is an Indo-pacific Island and it 
has a strong partnership with America.

China invades Taiwan ? 
In 1895, in the first Sino-Japanese war, Japan 
overtook China and so Taiwan went under the 
Japanese control. During the World War II, Japan 
lost and surrendered to the U.S. At the same time, 
China wanted to rule over Taiwan. As a result, 
China started ruling over Taiwan by the permission 
of both U.S and U.K in 1945. 
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 Though the U.S.A has not any of-
ficial partnership with Taiwan but they 
have a strong unofficial relationship. In 
the U.S.A and Taiwan relationship, they 
have the same values, economic rela-
tion to make a strong friendship among 
them. The U.S.A also has a strong diplo-
matic relation amid China and Taiwan. 

In Taiwan policy, the U.S.A has long 
time one-China policy, three America-
China joint communique and six assur-
ance. America will not accept one side’s 
changes and also America will not sup-
port Taiwan’s independence. America 
believes that Taiwan-China cross-strait 
problems can be solved peacefully. But 
the recent situation, US president Joe 

Biden gives his statement that America 
will defend Taiwan if China attacks it.

 Out of Arms selling, Washington 
should train Taiwan’s arms forces. 
America also should bring Japan and 
Australia and similar countries, into 
one zone to announce for defense of 
Taiwan. Because if Taiwan-China war 
starts, it also affect the western world 
as well. Biden’s announcement was also 
similar with the former Japanese presi-
dent Sin Jo Abe’s on April 2022 an-
nouncement. Biden’s statement was the 
first step. But the statement and the de-
fense are not the same. Defending Tai-
wan successfully is another challenge 
to prepare for and so the U.S.A will not 

step alone. 
Between Taiwan and China, there 

is not a good relation for few decades. 
For the past few years, China breaks the 
sky-route law for thousands of times. 
Taiwan also takes preparation against 
China and it becomes ready for a mis-
sile defense system. Among the two 
countries’ political unstability, they run 
their business activities. Because China 
is the biggest client of Taiwan and Tai-
wan is for China as well. Taiwan’s total 
26% of business is run through China. 

Taiwan’s 22% of import business 
comes from China. Many Taiwanese 
invest in China trade. Even they open 
new industries in China. Among the two 
countries, they have the biggest tourist 
sectors. For this reason, they build inter-
dependence among themselves. Military 
instability or war between two countries, 
makes disruption in their business rela-
tionship. Economic stability can be ham-
pered. Meanwhile, If China invades Tai-
wan, China can get sanctioned by Europe 
and America and their ally countries. Es-
pecially, China can face trade ban. 

Also, EEU defends Taiwan because 
recently, Taiwan gives his vote against 
Russia and stands with Ukraine. Through 
this vote, Taiwan has become nearer to 
EEU and so America and EEU stand be-
side Taiwan if Taiwan becomes victim of 
China. Overall, we get a scenario where 
Taiwan will not join China immediately 
and also China will not invade Taiwan. 
But if an indescribable incident hap-
pens, we should rethink about China’s 
Wolf Warrior policy. So, the world lead-
ers should be aware of China’s steps and 
from now the leaders should take steps in 
a diplomatic way to make a better solu-
tion for Taiwan and China relations.

Between Taiwan and 
China, there is not a 
good relation for few 
decades. For the past 
few years, China breaks 
the sky-route law for 
thousands of times. 
Taiwan also takes 
preparation against 
China and it becomes 
ready for a missile 
defense system.
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Asad Mirza

Recent events in Ukraine and Tai-
wan are once again testing the 
Russia-China ties, as neither has 

commented upon or shown support to 
each others actions in different theatres 
of action.

Two time-tested allies, though dif-
fering ideologically at present but firm-
ly rooted in the same political ideology 
roots and having faced several crises 
together, supporting each other at re-
gional and international level through 
political brinkmanship are facing a new 
stress. Though each of them deny pub-
licly of supporting each other, yet no 
one can discount the secret deals which 
help further cement their ties.

To boost the bilateral ties and trade, 
a new cross-border bridge between Rus-
sia and China was inaugurated on June 
10 in the Far East in a bid to further 
boost bilateral trade between traditional 
Communist friends, besides counter-
ing rising US-led sanctions over Taiwan 
and Ukraine. Kremlin’s representative 
in the Russian Far East, Yuri Trutnev, 
described the bridge as carrying a spe-
cial symbolic meaning in today’s divided 
world. While Russia’s Transport Minis-
ter Vitaly Savelyev said that the bridge 
would help increase bilateral annual 
trade between the two countries to more 
than 1 million tons of goods. Russian 
authorities claim that the bridge would 
bring Moscow and Beijing closer to-
gether by expanding trade. China’s Vice 
Premier Hu Chunhua also welcomed the 
development, saying that Beijing seeks 
to deepen practical cooperation with 
Russia in all areas.

Russia announced in April it ex-
pected commodity flows with China to 
surge, and trade with Beijing to reach 
$200 billion by 2024. China is a major 
purchaser of Russian natural resources 
and agricultural products.

The development comes amid West-
ern criticism of Beijing’s refusal to con-
demn Moscow’s military operations in 
Ukraine while also censuring US-led 
sanctions against Russia and acting arro-
gantly against Taiwan.

Russia-China ties 
under stress?
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China-US Ties
It seems as if Chinese tensions with 

the US are taking a turn for the worse. 
On June 10, Chinese and US defence 
ministers held a tense meeting, clash-
ing over Taiwan.

Addressing the Shangri-La Dialogue 
in Singapore, US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin asserted that Washington 

would do its part to manage tensions 
with China and prevent conflict.

US President Joe Biden declared 
last month that his country would get 
involved militarily should China attack 
Taiwan, although his administration 
has since claimed that American policy 
on the issue has not changed.

On his part Chinese Defence Min-
ister Wei Fenghe warned Austin that 

Beijing will “not hesitate to start a war” 
if Taiwan declares independence. The 
Chinese minister vowed that Beijing 
would “smash to smithereens any ‘Tai-
wan independence’ plot and resolutely 
uphold the unification of the mother-
land”, and also “stressed that Taiwan is 
China’s Taiwan... Using Taiwan to con-
tain China will never prevail”.

Russia-China Ties
The new bridge further underlies 

the growing strengthening of relations 
between China and Russia, albeit with 
some reservations from both sides. So 
far, China has not given any public ex-
pression of support for Putin’s ‘special 
military operation’. Xi himself has sub-
sequently stated that China is ‘commit-
ted to respecting the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of all countries’. 
Though Russia has asked for military 
aid from China but no response has 
been forthcoming at least publicly, so 
far.

Neither does it seem that China 
wants to risk being involved in trade 
wars with the West. Chinese companies, 
particularly those established in the US, 
appear to be equally circumspect about 
breaking US sanctions.

Putin’s war in Ukraine has high-
lighted the resilience and also the limi-
tations of Sino-Russian partnership. 
Far from being an “arc of autocracy”, 
this could be described as an interests-
based relationship between strategi-
cally autonomous powers. Also more 
rhetorical than time and action tested.

Foreign policy coordination be-
tween China and Russia is limited by 
their different views of global order. 
Beijing wants a stable international 
system, skewed in its favour, whereas 
Moscow thrives on disorder and uncer-
tainty.

Xi Jinping aims to preserve the 
Sino-Russian partnership while main-
taining ties with the West. But Beijing’s 
balancing act will become harder to 
sustain as the war continues.

The balance of power within the bi-
lateral relationship has tilted sharply 
towards Beijing. Russia is more reliant 
on China than ever. The long-term out-
look for the relationship is unpromis-
ing.

At their Beijing summit in February 
2022, Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin pro-
claimed a “friendship without limits”. 
Yet Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, and the 
Chinese response to it, has exposed the 
limitations of the Sino-Russian part-
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nership. Far from being an “axis of au-
thoritarians”, as described by western 
observers, this is a traditional great 
power relationship centred in strategic 
calculus. Chinese and Russian interests 
diverge in key respects, and the war has 
highlighted contrasting visions of glob-
al order and disorder.

Xi Jinping has attempted to chart 
a “neutral” course that maintains the 
partnership with Russia but protects 
China’s global interests. This balanc-
ing act might become harder to sustain 
if the Ukraine war drags on. Both sides 
value the partnership as too important 
to fail. But over time, its strength may 
erode. As both pursue different global 
ambitions, the cohesions may become 
fewer. The relationship will become in-
creasingly unequal and dysfunctional, 
and would be defined principally by its 
constraints.

China’s regional ambitions
Meanwhile, Central Asia has be-

come of increasing strategic impor-
tance to China as a result of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, which has pinched 
direct supply chain routes between Chi-
na and the EU. It is just like how Russia 
views Ukraine and other former Soviet 
republics in its immediate neighbour-

hood.
China has invested much in C+C5 

alliance, supported by the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation in terms of 
security and trade. The trade aspect 
also includes the Eurasian Economic 
Union (EAEU), which includes Russia 

as well as C+C5 members Kazakhstan 
and Kyrgyzstan, while Uzbekistan is an 
observer nation and expected to join 
the block soon. Interestingly, China has 
a Free Trade Agreement with the EAEU 
but has not yet agreed tariff reductions. 
When it does, regional China-Central 
Asian trade will increase significantly.

While at its core is the issue of Af-
ghanistan, the C+C5 is intent on be-
coming an institutionalised regional 
voice. While the C5 already have their 
own dialogue arrangements with Rus-
sia, which also includes infrastructure 
developments and trade, the China for-
mat allows them some ability to com-
pare as well as cooperate. Given the is-
sues between Russia and the European 
Union right now, winners will be China 
and the C5 states.

Thus, though for the time being Chi-
na will continue to support Russia, and 
may not give-up the ideological com-
mon ground militarily but economic 
factors may impel it to overlook Rus-
sian interests in certain matters, as it 
continues to consolidate its global pow-
er and also in the central Asian region 
guided by its economic goals.

(Writer is a political commentator 
based in New Delh: Courtesy IANS) 

Xi Jinping has attempted 
to chart a “neutral” 
course that maintains 
the partnership with 
Russia but protects 
China’s global interests. 
This balancing act might 
become harder to sustain 
if the Ukraine war drags 
on. Both sides value 
the partnership as too 
important to fail. But 
over time, its strength 
may erode.
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Disha Varshney  &  Kunwar  Alkendra  
Pratap Singh

Conflicts between societies and 
countries, despite of so much of 
advancements in education, sci-

ence & technology, has become alarm-
ing to an extent that if the human civili-
zation will not open a serious discourse 
and take effective measures in the com-
ing 21st century, the human aggression 
will one day turn out to be fatal for the 
existence of entire mankind, as Stephen 
Hawking pointed out while discussing 
the dangers for the coming generations. 
Many of us believe, especially after the 
COVID 2019 pandemic, that PRC (or 
China) has gone rogue due to its nefari-
ous exercises in various domains, as a 
result of which, it has become a major 

concern and threat for the world, espe-
cially India.

  Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th Presi-
dent of U.S.A, on March 26, 1958, al-
though, pointed out that United States 
and other nations should proceed with 
its peaceful program in space science 
and exploration, the immensely ambi-
tious spacefaring nations lecherously 
crave for dominance over the outer 
space. The Outer Space Treaty (OST) 
was formed in 1950, after the intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles  (ICBMs) were 
developed, with the ability of hitting 
the targets, while travelling through the 
space.  The OST endorses the “peaceful 
use of space” by nixing the use and test-
ing of nuclear weapons, military opera-
tions and bases in space. While the OST 
massively forbids the claim of domi-

nance over space by any nation, it is 
still obscure on the use of conventional 
weapons in space and its commercial-
ization. In addition, OST guidelines on 
banning the military activities in space 
are highly groundless. As for China, the 
success of “Two bombs and One Satel-
lite” project laid the foundation for ad-
vanced science & technology programs 
for its national defense. Even though 
the space technologies have led to the 
significant advancement of the social 
well-being in 21st century, the space 
has no longer remained a peaceful do-
main, because the spacefaring nations 
like China have powerful ambitions to 
militarize the space. Over a period, the 
outer space has become a massively im-
portant domain in military operations 
since space assets of any country pro-

QUAGMIRE IN 
OUTER SPACE

China’s Increasing Space Militarization and India’s Concerns
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vide significant support to its military 
operations. This is a crucial aspect that 
has to be embraced while preparing the 
national security policy of India. Due to 
the increased space activities, there is 
an increase not only in the space com-
petition, but an increase in number of 
satellite launches, resulting in space de-
bris, and an increase in “serious level” 
of distrust between the spacefaring na-
tions. This could lead to a “security di-
lemma” in the region, as also pointed 
out in 2019, by space security experts 
like Ajey Lele and A.M. Lubojemski in 
their works published separately in Ast-
ropolitics. A security dilemma result-
ing from outer space activities between 
China & India can generate insecurity, 
instability and this is something that 
can even trigger a war.

The outer space offers myriads of 
prospects as well as risks which eventu-
ally bring about the concerns of space 
commercialization, space militariza-
tion and most importantly of space 
war. Certainly, there is a flagitious 
‘space-race’ going on the earth among 
the countries whose aftermaths are un-
imaginably precarious.  Looking into 
the geopolitical situation of south Asia 
and China, it becomes even more chal-
lenging to handle the adversaries from 
both the borders of India i.e. western 
as well as eastern. The eastern border 

has a long Himalayan range, so, the 
landscape and weather conditions in 
the western side are very different from 
that of the eastern side, and, in order to 
face simultaneous challenge from both 
the adversaries i.e. Pakistan and China, 
the government machineries of India 
have to develop capabilities to tackle 
them. This is definitely not going to be 
easy, considering the fact that various 
other factors could pitch-in and make 
the problem even more severe. One 
such factor is “outer space” , that acts a 
force multiplier for the air power, where 
both Pakistan and China are inclined to 
disturb the “peace” in the outer space 
and the primary support for such kind 
of  activities appear to come primarily 
from China since it is much more su-
perior in terms of science & technology 
compared to Pakistan. 

Militarization of space is not a new 
concern as major space powers like 
USA and Russia have developed capa-
bilities like kamikaze and stalker sat-
ellites to disable or destroy  enemy’s 
satellites, but, what is distressing in 
the 21st century is the huge investment 
and acceleration on offensive as well as 
chest-thumping projects on outer space 
by China. One of the China’s chest-
thumping exercises in space took place 
on 11 January 2007 when the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA), for 

the first time in its history, destroyed 
its own heavy, weather satellite, there-
by showed its capabilities to the world 
through the launch of direct- kill, anti-
satellite test (ASAT 2007). The direct 
hit to the defunct satellite created a 
large cloud of long-lasting space debris, 
the presence of which, will continue to 
create serious threat for a long time to 
the existing International Space Station 
(ISS), and other orbiting satellites in 
the Low Earth Orbit (LEO).  The con-
troversial ASAT test by China had a po-
tential to aggravate the spacefaring na-
tions and such an event could be treated 
as a violation of the “Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space”. In last ten years or so, 
China has performed several tests, e.g., 
in 2013, China tested one of its satellite 
in a geosynchronous orbit, and where 
USA’s ISR satellites were placed which 
are generally deployed for spy activities. 
In 2015, again, satellites were tested by 
China, which were strong enough to de-
stroy the USA’s satellites orbiting out-
side the earth’s atmosphere. During the 
launch of Aolong-I spacecraft, in 2016, 
China came up with a false claim and 
called the mission a “Debris Cleaner” 
in space, while the other reports red-
flagged it to be an “Anti- Satellite Weap-
on” as it had a robotic arm designed for 
multiple uses. China has developed 
counterspace capabilities, equipped 
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with antisatellite missiles, satellite jam-
mers and direct energy weapons. With 
these capabilities the China’s PLA can 
target the enemy satellite and shoot it 
within the blink of an eye. The “peace” 
proposition is lost when we scan the 
entire spectrum of Chinese space capa-
bilities, as Chinese space weapons exist 
today only to dread the world and leave 
the humanity to keep guessing about 
some horrific adversity in future. In 
April 2011, NASA banned the involve-
ment of Chinese astronauts and sci-
entists in ISS due to security concern, 
and, thereafter, China established its 
own crewed- space station, up in space 
where the visit of any astronaut and 
scientist, associated with NASA in any 
form, is highly forbidden. The Chinese 
space station has posed a threat to the 
world, as there is a high potency of Chi-
nese abducting the orbiting satellites 
of the target nations, or most wick-
edly, it may cause serious damage to 
the human life, active in the ISS. China 
is empowering its PLA and posturing 
for a vivacious war in heavens in fu-
ture. The Chinese defense white paper 
of 2019 give a strategic tenor to outer 
space. It is, therefore, clear that, along 
with the integration of space military 
capabilities, China enraptured into de-
velopment of antisatellite weapons and 
lethiferous counterspace technologies 
of various kinds that bestow the secu-
rity and military needs of any country 
and poses a threat to U.S.A. as well as 
Russian satellites.

China, under its “China’s dream 
of becoming far stronger than United 
States of America” is aiming for a bet-
ter prosperity and global influence and 
it aspires to become a super-power in 
next 20-30 years from now. Such a 
Chinese dream of becoming the world 
leader has reflected in the recent past 
and the road to the Chinese dream 
will go through the development of 
advance space programs, according 
to Xinhua. Now China has developed 
advanced technological capabilities in 
space some of which has disruptive ca-
pabilities. Moreover, the Beidou Satel-
lite Navigation Systems developed by 
China, and the third after the US Global 
Positioning System (GPS) and Rus-
sian GLONASS system, has placed sev-
eral satellites in space, thus the Beidou 
constellation continues to expand. The 
space capabilities developed by China 
is providing a strong boost to Paki-
stan’s space program, e.g., China has 
launched two satellites of Pakistan on 9 
July 2018 from the Chinese soil, in fact, 

one of the satellite, i.e. Pakistan Re-
mote Sensing Satellite or PRSS-1, was 
developed for Pakistan by China Acade-
my of Space Technology. An agreement 
was signed in 2019 between China and 
Pakistan on space exploration and that 
would see both states develop space-
related science and technology, under-
take astronaut training and carry out 
space missions. The technology trans-
fer through CPEC and other routes 
and the increased cooperation between 
China and Pakistan, are a serious con-
cern for India because the PRSS-1 is 
equipped with advanced instruments 
and technologies that could be used to 
keep an eye on India. It is, therefore, Xi 
Jinping’s vision of modernization and 
Chinese dream appears to very aggres-
sive as it can have serious repercussions 
on India in future. In the United Na-
tions, China prefers to avoid discussing 
its serious level engagements with its 
all-weather friend i.e. Pakistan on the 
outer space. On one hand, Xi Jinping is 
aiming towards making China a space 
power, on the other hand, he had devel-
oped a station in SUPARCO, Pakistan 
for Beidou navigational system, which 
means that, in days to come Pakistan is 
going to rely on Beidou to a large degree 
and its military will no doubt utilize the 
Beidou data against India.

According to some of the recent re-
views of US-China Economic and Se-
curity review commission, the China’s 
modernization puts an emphasis on the 
development of dual-use technology 
and fusion of military-civil objectives 
for military as well as economic growth. 
China considers space as a new battle 
field. It develops false justifications and 
propaganda, e.g., on Shijian-17 satellite 
capabilities, China maintains that the 
satellite can be utilized for communi-
cation and space debris, but, in reality 
the satellite has a robotic arm that has 
potentials to disable a satellite. In the 
document of China presented in United 
Nations General Assembly (UNGA Res-
olution 75/36, 2020) , there is hardly 
any discussion of Chinese ASAT 2007, 
rather it blames USA for inciting China 
and insufficient peace-laws for outer 
space. By blaming USA, China tries to 
justify its aggressive space strides that 
it has undertaken since the beginning 
of 21st century. While in UNGA, China 
pops up to stand for the peace in out-
er space, regardless of its contentious 
space programs, it is quite likely that 
China just takes a fancy of engaging the 
entire world by working on the lines of 
“hide your capacities, bide your time”.

The most basic factor behind the 
plummeting relationships between 
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India and China is the long-term bor-
der dispute between the two countries. 
Even more surprising is to see that de-
spite of so much of efforts in the last 
80-years or so on the international re-
lations between China and India, China 
has its own, separate way of executing 
things, and every time, it comes with 
surprises of a kind which proves that ne-
gotiations and peace talks do not matter 
much for China, as it has its own way 
of handling issues and developing pro-
grams in a manner that could be con-
sidered highly non-standard, fatal and 
nefarious. After several efforts, visits 
and negotiations, the relationships be-
tween the two Asian giants abruptly be-
come very critical, it can be understood 
from the frequent skirmishes along the 
Sino-Indian border regions that were 
noticed by the entire world. China is 
a land of turmoil, it suffers, with mid-
dle-kingdom syndrome and pokes the 
world and show its ignobility in outer 
space. It is a country that has witnessed 
horrible incidents like the Great Fam-
ine of China, Tiananmen Square mas-
sacre, and COVID-2019 outbreak from 
Wuhan. The Guangxi massacre can-
not be discounted in any manner but 
China suppresses horrific incidents of 
cannibalism. The nuisance in Tibet on 
the ecosystem by China is already well 
documented. China, no doubt being 
supercilious, with mentality of “win-
ner at any cost”, emerges not just as an 
economic power but rather a threat to 
not only many countries but the emerg-
ing human civilization, earth and outer 
space. Thus the question arises whether 
and how China should be ‘dealt’ firmly 

by the world’s major forces.  The hodge-
podge of China’s space program with its 
Chinese mindset is going to create lot 
of ruckus in the outer space in the near 
future that can turn out to be disastrous 
for the deep space missions and the hu-
man space endeavors. 

  Under the Modi’s leadership, In-
dia has witnessed a major develop-
ment and an unprecedented rise in 
the space domain. India showed its 
potential through Mission Shakti, i.e. 
India’s ASAT 2019, and it is a carefully 
orchestrated plan compared to China. 
India has its own GPS named “NAVIK” 
that can be used to gather data dur-
ing the time of conflicts along the bor-
ders. The commercial arm of India’s 
Space Research Organization i.e. New 
Space India Limited (NSIL) has come 
into picture. NSIL will be involved in 
PSLV production, SSLV manufactur-
ing through Indian industries, launch 
services and prosper private entrepre-
neurship in space related technologies. 
India appears to follow the Space 2.0 
approach that was advocated by the 
space security experts like Malcolm 
Davis associated with an Australian 
think tank. The agencies like Defense 
Space Agency to handle the military 
issues and threats of space have come 
into picture. In order to bring improved 
operational mechanisms in the area of 
Space situational Awareness or SSA, 
the Directorate of Space Situational 
Awareness has been established, the 
Network for space object Tracking and 
Analysis or NETRA project has been 
initiated to keep a track from a control 
center on space object using a radar and 

optical telescope. India’s space organi-
zation ISRO has signed MoU with re-
search institutions like Indian Institute 
of Astrophysics, Bangalore and ARIES, 
Nainital to develop space situational 
awareness capabilities. NETRA will be 
controlled from ISTRAC campus locat-
ed in Bangalore. The deep space mis-
sions of India are already in place and 
more such missions are under develop-
ment. It is expected that a lot of spin-
off technologies will be developed that 
would be helpful from the viewpoint of 
intelligence & security.  India’s cooper-
ation on SSA should be improved with 
European Space Agency and European 
Union. While China is showcasing its 
space-military capabilities, like ASAT, 
through its zero-sum games on space, 
then advocating “peaceful use of outer 
space” globally, India, on the other 
hand, should opt a reverse approach in 
a subtle manner and expose China on 
the international platform.  

The developments in India’s space 
sector is not at all of offensive nature. 
The programs like NASA-ISRO SAR 
(NISAR) can be visualized as a posi-
tive engagement between two space 
agencies. Moreover, India is inclined 
towards the space debris diminution 
and effective management of space. In 
UNGA resolution 75/36, India is deter-
mined to use space for welfare and op-
pose the space militarization. The basic 
governing principles of India’s foreign 
policy advocates peace, mutual respect 
and sustainability.  On space coopera-
tion, India should continue to engage 
meaningfully within the bare-bones of 
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or 
the QUAD. The member countries of 
QUAD have already shown a lot of “re-
straint” and “responsible behavior” on 
the nuclear and space issues in the past, 
therefore, the QUAD has to stay relevant 
and effective in future. When and how 
the private players will be included in the 
space related technological developments 
while adopting the Space 2.0 approach 
would be an imperative within the QUAD 
setup. With an increased cooperation on 
various domains with QUAD, it would be 
possible to reach to a level of cooperation, 
where it would be easy for the emerging, 
spacefaring nations like India to per-
suade the world for a long-time on peace-
ful usage of outer space, space security & 
safety and increased sustainability for the 
coming 21st century.

(The authors belong to Plasma As-
trophysics Research Laboratory of Dr. 

K.A.P. Singh, Department of Physics, 
Institute of Science, BHU) 
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The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (hereinafter, 
SEBI) amended Circular dated 

May 12, 2021, by issuing a Circular on 
procedure for getting prior clearance 
for ‘change in control’ of Portfolio Man-
agers on June 02, 2022. The 2022 Cir-
cular supersede the 2021 Circular and 
shall apply to all applications seeking 
approval for change in control of Port-
folio Manager with effect from June 15, 
2022. According to Section 2(e) of the 
Securities and Exchange Board of In-
dia (Portfolio Managers) Regulations, 
2020 (hereinafter, ‘the Regulation’) 
‘change in control’ in case of listed enti-
ty shall mean the  right to  appoint  ma-
jority  of  the  directors  or  control  the  
management  or  policy  decisions  exer-
cisable  by  a  person  or  persons acting 
individually or in concert, directly or 
indirectly, including by  virtue  of  their  
shareholding  or  management  rights  
or  shareholders  agreements or voting 
agreements or in any other manner. In 
any other case change in control shall 
mean change in the controlling interest 
in the body corporate which include an 
interest, whether direct or indirect, to 
the extent  of  at  least fifty-one percent  
of voting rights in the body corporate 
and right to  appoint  majority  of  the  
directors  or  to control  the  manage-
ment directly  or indirectly. The aim of 
this post is to gain an overall insight of 
the changes bought by SEBI via 2022 
Circular. 

Changes introduced by the Circular 
In order to streamline the compli-

ance requirement and protect the in-
vestors interest in case of change in 
control of a portfolio manager, the cir-
cular introduced a requirement where-
in the portfolio manager undertaking 
a ‘change in control’ must submit an 
online application to SEBI through the 
SEBI Intermediary Portal for prior ap-
proval. The prior approval shall be valid 
for a period of six months. Pursuant to 
the prior approval the portfolio manag-
er will be required to file an application 
for new registration with SEBI within 
six months. Furthermore, the portfolio 
manager shall be expected to notify its 
existing investors about the proposed 
change before implementing it, and 

to provide an alternative to withdraw 
without any exit load, within 30 calen-
dar days of the date of such communi-
cation, as per SEBI’s prior permission. 
In addition to this the circular provides 
that the portfolio manager must ensure 
that the application seeking clearance 
for the proposed change in control is 
filed with SEBI prior to submitting the 
application with the NCLT in cases 
concerning schemes of arrangement 
that require NCLT sanction. SEBI will 
grant in-principle permission if the rel-
evant regulatory requirements are met, 
and the clearance will be valid for three 
months, during which time the relevant 
application will be submitted to NCLT. 
The portfolio manager must submit an 
online application to SEBI for final ap-
proval within 15 days of the NCLT order 
approving the scheme, along with the 
relevant documents such as a copy of 
the NCLT order approving the scheme, 
statement explaining modification in 
the approved scheme vis-à-vis the draft 
scheme and details of compliance with 
the conditions and observations men-
tioned in the in-principle approval pro-
vided by SEBI.

The Exist load relaxation 
Exit load is a cost that an investor 

needs to bear if the investor wishes to 
sell a part or whole unit in the fund 
before a predefined time frame. Exit 
load is essentially levied on the inves-
tors to deter early redemption while 
encouraging them to construct a long-
term portfolio. Exit load additionally 
gives an assurance that money will not 
be flowing out regularly in the form of 
frequent redemption pressures which 
consequently enables a fund manager 
to plan an efficient investment of the 
corpus. If a fund as a history of frequent 
redemption demands, the fund man-
ager will be required to hold a portion 
of the corpus as liquid cash to justify 
such redemption pressures, or else re-
structure the portfolio to produce cash. 
This, in turn, would have an impact on 
the scheme’s long-term results since 
the fund manager might be pushed to 
sell the most liquid equities to generate 
cash. Keeping this in mind the change 
introduced through the circular is a bal-
anced change. In order to enable the 
existing investors to take well-informed 

decision regarding their continuance or 
otherwise with the changed manage-
ment, the circular provides the investor 
with a fair option to exit without any 
exit load in case of change in control. 
SEBI has balanced this right of the in-
vestor with portfolio manager’s inter-
est by introducing a proviso. According 
to the proviso investor must sought an 
exit within a period of 30 calendar days 
from the date of communication of pro-
posed change in control by the portfo-
lio manager. In this way the objective 
of maintaining a long-term corpus is 
maintained in addition to giving a fair 
chance and enabling existing investors 
to take well-informed decision regard-
ing their continuance with the changed 
management of the fund. 

In-principal approval  
from SEBI

In principle approval means the 
concerned authority has agreed to the 
proposal generally without getting into 
the details of other required statutory 
or legal compliances. The requirement 
introduced by the circular wherein the 
change in portfolio manager in cases 
where the fund is intending to be taken 
over by way of a scheme of arrange-
ment, is required to get in principle 
approval by SEBI before filing an appli-
cation with the NCLT essentially gives 
such firms more clarity and certainty in 
terms of compliances. 

Conclusion
The 2020 Regulations and the 2021 

circular did not provide clear procedure 
with respect to change in control of 
portfolio manager. However, the provi-
sions introduced through the 2022 cir-
cular have no doubt bought clarity, cer-
tainty and have smoothen the approval 
process for change in control of portfo-
lio manager compared to 1993 Regula-
tion. This move would surely encourage 
more investors to invest in portfolio 
management services. Additionally, the 
requirement of such as in principle ap-
proval and disclosures would discour-
age portfolio management service firms 
from undertaking any opportunistic 
change in control.

(Author is a 5th year B.B.A., LL.B. 
(Hons.) student at Jindal Global Law 

School)

Recent Amendment to the Portfolio 
Management Regulations
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The British Crown ruled India 
(first through East India Compa-
ny and later directly) for the bet-

ter part of two centuries. “Strict super-
vision and play them off one against the 
other (Kipling, 2008),” says a character 
in an 1888 Rudyard Kipling story, “The 
Education of Otis Yeere.” This pretty 
much sums up the British Raj’s gover-
nance strategy for India after the revolt 
of 1857. India got its independence in 
August 1947, but it came with a price as 
it was partitioned on religious lines into 
India and Pakistan. The culmination 
of the British Raj and the subsequent 
partition saw inescapable communal 
violence which was simmering for de-
cades, largely due to the Divide and 
Rule strategy of the British raj. There 
are a lot of legacies of the hastily done 
partition, of which one is the Kashmir 

issue. Kashmir has been the focal point 
of three of the four wars fought between 
India and Pakistan since 1947 i.e., the 
war of 1947, 1965, and 1999. In the af-
termath of partition in 1947, the Ma-
haraja of Kashmir had three choices; 
either merge with India or Pakistan or 
remain an independent state. The Ma-
haraja decided to remain independent 
but soon faced mutiny and armed attacks 
sponsored by Pakistan (DW, 2020). The 
threat of losing the whole of Kashmir to 
Pakistan compelled the Maharaja to seek 
help from the Indian government in Oc-
tober 1947. The Maharaja agreed to the 
accession of Kashmir to India on October 
26th, 1947, and signed the instrument of 
accession (GOI, 1947) which legally made 
Jammu and Kashmir a part of India.

   After the signing of the instrument 
of accession the Indian army and air 
force engaged with the invaders and lat-
er the Pakistani army in 1948 (Britan-

nica, 2020). Finally, in 1948 under the 
ambit of the United Nations, a ceasefire 
was agreed upon by both countries, 
following which a plebiscite was to be 
held in Kashmir after Pakistan with-
drew from the territories it occupied 
in Kashmir (UN, 1948). Pakistan never 
vacated the occupied territories and the 
plebiscite never happened. Pakistan oc-
cupied Kashmir consists of areas such 
as Muzaffarabad, Mirpur, Bhimbar, and 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

This essay focuses on Gilgit-Baltis-
tan and its history since 1940. Gilgit-
Baltistan is the former Gilgit Agency, 
Gilgit Wazarat, Astor Wazarat, and 
Skardu Tehsil of Ladakh Wazarat of the 
Jammu and Kashmir State (Stobdan, 
2005). Gilgit-Baltistan’s history can be 
studied in three separate parts; Gilgit 
on lease to the British by Maharaja, the 
state-sponsored sectarian divide, and 
the political limbo.
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Gilgit on lease to the British 
by Maharaja

The British government fearing So-
viet expansionist moves leased Gilgit 
Agency from Maharaja Hari Singh in 
1935 for sixty years. Prior to the lease, 
the Gilgit Wazarat continued to remain 
under the direct control of the Maha-
raja and was administered by Wazir-i-
Wazarat (Bansal, 2018). Even though 
the British Government took total con-
trol of the administration of Gilgit, Ma-
haraja’s authority was maintained by 
the way of flying his flag at the official 
headquarters of the agency and only 
Maharaja was authorized to grant min-
ing licenses and leases (Chohan, 1997). 
The British government cancelled the 
lease on August 1st, 1947, and returned 
the area to Maharaja before India’s in-
dependence in 1947. Scholars in Paki-
stan have argued that the return of the 
Gilgit Agency to Maharaja was flawed 
and Gilgit-Baltistan legally belongs 
to Pakistan. But their assertion over-
looks the fact that even when the Brit-
ish Government controlled the Gilgit 
Agency the flag of Maharaja continued 
to fly and his birthday was celebrated 
as an official Holiday in the Agency. 
These views seem to be part of an ef-
fort to provide legitimacy to Pakistan’s 
occupation of Gilgit-Baltistan. Another 
fact that proves the illegitimacy of Paki-
stani scholars’ assertions is that Gilgit 
Agency constitutes a very small portion 
of the present-day Gilgit-Baltistan and 
even during the period of British con-
trol the territory on the left bank of 
Indus including Baltistan was under 
the direct control of Maharaja and he 
always maintained a detachment of his 
army at Bunji.

State-Sponsored Sectarian 
Divide

The social, Religious, and Cultural 
structure of Gilgit-Baltistan is the amal-
gamation of nearly two millennia. The 
region has seen the rule of Hindu, Bud-
dhist, and Islamic Kings. The rule of dif-
ferent religions has made Gilgit-Baltis-
tan into a cultural hotspot. Although 
contemporarily almost a hundred per-
cent of the region follows some sect of 
Islam, their language and cultural prac-
tices still embody their religious and 
cultural past.

Despite a history of peaceful coex-
istence, the region has been rife with 
sectarian violence since the 1970s. The 
commencement of sectarian violence in 
Gilgit-Baltistan coincides with four ma-
jor events: the Iranian Revolution, the 

start of Afghan Jihad, a coup by Zia-ul-
Haq, and the opening of the Karakoram 
highway. Various scholars have debated 
the cause of the sectarian violence in 
Gilgit-Baltistan. Muhammad Feyyaz 
argues that the Iranian revolution 
coupled with Zia-ul-Haq’s Islamization 
project was a major factor in the advent 
of sectarian violence in Pakistan and 
Gilgit-Baltistan alike (Feyazz, 2011). 
Vivek Mishra states the Karakoram 
Highway and the Afghan jihad as major 
reasons for the sectarian conflict in the 
region (Mishra, 2018). Alok Bansal in 
his book ‘Gilgit-Baltistan and its Saga of 
Unending Human Rights Abuse’ states 
that the sectarian conflict may have 
started due to some underlying reasons 
but it was kept alive by the government 
to keep a divide between the people of 

Gilgit-Baltistan so they do not demand 
political rights they have been devoid of 
since 1947 (Bansal, 2018). Alok Bansal 
would be half right in his assertion. Yes, 
the sectarian divide is fuelled by the 
government to keep the people of Gil-
git-Baltistan divided, and it’s also true 
that it was also fuelled by Afghan Jihad, 
Karakoram Highway, and Zia-ul-Haq’s 
Islamization project. However, the 
common variable among all the cited 
reasons is the inherent divide in Islam 
and intolerance for a conflicting point 
of view or beliefs which complimented 
the above factors in creating a deep sec-
tarian rift.

This ideology is responsible for the 
plethora of sectarian violence in Paki-
stan and not just in Gilgit-Baltistan. 
The Shias’ and Sunnis in Pakistan had 

Despite a history of peaceful coexistence, the region 
has been rife with sectarian violence since the 
1970s. The commencement of sectarian violence in 
Gilgit-Baltistan coincides with four major events: 
the Iranian Revolution, the start of Afghan Jihad, 
a coup by Zia-ul-Haq, and the opening of the 
Karakoram highway.



O P I N I O N  E X P R E S S36 JULY 2022

a harmonious relationship from 1950 
to the 1970s which was fuelled by defin-
ing Islam in ‘exclusive’ terms (finality 
of Prophet) and declaring Ahmadiyas’ 
non-Muslim (Behuria, 2004). After 
that Zia-ul-Haq did a coup in 1977 and 
started the Islamization of Pakistan, 
this equation changed. Zia was a pro-
ponent of Deobandi Sunni ideology 
which is very close to ‘Wahabism’. After 
getting power in Pakistan Zia started 
the Islamization of laws. This period 
also saw the start of sectarian violence 
against the Shia minority in Pakistan. 
The initiation of sectarian violence 
led Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and other Gulf 
countries to promote the Sunni-Wahabi 
sect of Islam and the involvement of Af-
ghanistan in Pakistan’s internal politics 
further complicated the sectarian con-
flict (Ahmar, 2008). Zia’s Islamization 
project got a boost by the opening of the 

Karakoram highway in 1979 to the pub-
lic. The opening of the highway coupled 
with the earlier removal of State Subject 
Rule by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto saw an at-
tempt by the Pakistan administration to 
Change the demographic profile of the 
only Shia majority region administered 
by Pakistan. Sunni clerics and hard-
liners from mainland Pakistan started 
flooding the region. Groups like Sipah-
e-Sabha spread their tentacles in the 
region and the Shias and the Ismailis 
were made to submit to their puritani-
cal aggression (Ahmed, 2002). The 
first sign of violence was seen in 1988 
when Shias did a violent demonstration 
against the local administration’s bias 
towards Sunni extremists. The simmer-
ing violence broke down on the eve of 
Id-ul-Fitr in 1988 over the fasting con-
troversy. Sunnis attacked the Shia com-
munity  killed, and lynched, burnt their 

crops and even the cattle were slaugh-
tered by hordes of Sunnis brought in 
by Parvez Musharraf (Shaheen, 2000). 
The state complicity can be seen in 
the following words of the local media 
quoted in The Friday Times.

“Zia exploited a minor issue of 
moon-sighting and observance of Ra-
madan fasting and masterminded the 
murder of 700 innocent people that in-
cluded women, elders, and children…a 
huge Lashkar of 80,000 Sunni extrem-
ists was sent by Zia-ul—Haq’s govern-
ment to annihilate the Shias. Villages 
inhabited by the Shias- Jalalabad, 
Bonji, Darot, Jaglot, Pari, and Manawar 
were completely ruined. Even their 
animals were slaughtered. The Lash-
kar had travelled a long distance from 
Manshera to Gilgit and the government 
did not stop it. Instead, it put blame on 
RAW and the CIA (Shehzad, 2003).



O P I N I O N  E X P R E S S 37JULY 2022

The International Crisis Group re-
port on the incident states that the 
Sunni militants killed, looted, and pil-
laged with impunity while the authori-
ties set back and watched (ICG, 2007). 
The 1988 violence was the culmination 
of factors stated above i.e., the opening 
of Karakorum highway, the Afghan Ji-
had, and Zia’s Islamization project. The 
violence set of a vicious cycle of violence 
that continues till today. Since 1989, 
there have been 3,072 cases of sectarian 
violence in Pakistan, leading to 5,602 
deaths and 10,780 injuries (Satp, 2018). 
Incidentally, with a population of only a 
fraction of Pakistan, the death toll due 
to sectarian violence in Gilgit-Baltistan 
stands above 2000.

The Political Limbo
 Pakistan occupied Gilgit-Baltistan 

due to the kerfuffle caused by Mahara-

ja’s refusal to join either India or Paki-
stan coupled with the mutiny by the 
commanding officer in Gilgit. Accord-
ing to the UN resolution on Kashmir in 
1948, Pakistan was supposed to with-
draw its forces from Kashmir (which 
included Gilgit-Baltistan) and any oth-
er subjects not original inhabitants of 
the area, so that a plebiscite could take 
place. But Pakistan refused to withdraw 
and its subsequent actions in PoK re-
garding demographic change has made 
the resolution redundant. 

The Gilgit-Baltistan house passed 
a joint resolution in March 2021 for 
interim provincial status to the region 
(Khan, 2021). The resolution came af-
ter the announcement by the Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan in Decem-
ber 2020 to grant provincial status 
to Gilgit-Baltistan after the assembly 
elections (TimesNow, 2020). This was 

not the first time a leader of Pakistan 
promised provincial status to Pakistan. 
Gilgit-Baltistan has been devoid of Po-
litical and natural rights by the Paki-
stani establishment since it occupied 
the region.

The first sign of Pakistan’s at-
tempt at gaining political control of 
Gilgit-Baltistan was on November 16, 
1947, when it sent Sardar Mohammad 
Alam as a Political agent to the region 
(Brown, 2014). After the UN resolution 
on Kashmir in 1948, Pakistan was in 
control of the former Gilgit Agency, Gil-
git Wazarat, Astor Wazarat, and Skardu 
Tehsil of Ladakh Wazarat of the Jammu 
and Kashmir State (Stobdan, 2005). 
Initially, Gilgit-Baltistan was under the 
administration of the so-called Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). The feder-
al government wrested control of Gilg-
it-Baltistan through the Karachi Agree-
ment on April 28, 1949. The agreement 
was signed between the Government of 
Pakistan, the Government of AJK, and 
the All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim 
Conference. The agreement provided 
Pakistan with complete control over 
Gilgit-Baltistan (then called Northern 
Areas by Pakistan) and control over the 
defense, foreign affairs, and communi-
cations of AJK. The fact that the agree-
ment was signed by the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim Conference which 
never had any presence in the region 
and the region was illegally occupied by 
Pakistan makes the Karachi Agreement 
illegitimate.

The agreement lacked popular sup-
port or constitutional legitimacy, as the 
contracting parties neither represent-
ed the people of Gilgit-Baltistan, nor 
the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir 
(Khan M. I., 2005). Liaquat Ali Khan 
(the first Prime Minister of Pakistan) 
decided that Gilgit-Baltistan should not 
be incorporated into Pakistan’s demo-
cratic structures. The region was devoid 
of any political representation as it was 
ruled directly by the Ministry of Kash-
mir Affairs in Karachi (Jones, 2004). 
The British Era Frontiers Crime Regu-
lation (FCR) was applied to the Region 
and local rulers were co-opted in the 
administration. The application of FCR 
in Gilgit-Baltistan shows the intent of 
Pakistan to fully control the region with 
an iron fist just like the British. 

To make matters worse Pakistan in 
March 1963 signed an agreement with 
China that gave away around 5180 
square Kilometres of the territory of the 
former state of Hunza to China. Amid 
growing calls for political representa-
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tion, General Yahya Khan in 1969 estab-
lished Northern Areas Advisory Council 
(NAAC). NAAC was a 16 members ad-
visory council that was chaired by the 
federal government resident and later 
by the Minister of Kashmir Affairs and 
Northern Areas (KANA). The council 
although elected directly by the people 
had no real power and only served in 
an advisory capacity (Lambah, 2016). 
The NAAC was a farce exercise done to 
ease the growing tension between the 
government and the public and gave no 
real political representation to the peo-
ple of Gilgit-Baltistan. During the 1971 
war, Indian Army troops belonging to 
Nubra Guards and Ladakh Scouts lib-
erated around 804 square territory in 
Baltistan (Bansal, 2018). 

The 1972 Presidential Ordinance 
abolished the Jagirdari System and the 
institution of Rajas in the region. The 
Ordinance also renamed the resident 
as Commissioner for Northern Areas. 
Subsequently, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto pro-
mulgated the Northern Areas Legal Or-
der 1974-75. The order abolished FCR 
and brought the region under the juris-
diction of the Pakistan Penal Code. The 
NAAC was converted to Northern Ar-
eas Council (Devasher, 2019). The new 
council consisted of 14 directly elected 
members but it was still chaired by the 
Commissioner for Northern Areas and 
was still devoid of any legislative or ex-
ecutive powers (Iqbal, 2017). The new 
NAC was ‘old wine in a new bottle’ and 
a mere symbolic exercise and the real 
authority still rested with the federal 
government.   

In 1982 the “AJK assembly” ad-
opted a resolution which called Gilgit-
Baltistan as an integral part of Jammu 
and Kashmir and should be included 
in AJK. Zia-ul-Haq in an interview 
with MJ Akbar asserted that Gilgit-
Baltistan was not a part of Pakistan and 
was disputed as the rest of Jammu and 
Kashmir (IPS, 2004). But in 1985 Zia 
reiterated that Gilgit-Baltistan was an 
integral part of Pakistan and would be 
represented in the National Assembly.

In 1999 the NAC was renamed as 
Northern Areas Legislative Council 
(NALC). Subsequently, the posts of 
speaker and deputy speaker were cre-
ated in 2000 and 2002. The first tenure 
of NALC lasted from 1999-2004 during 
which time the council failed to legislate 
on a single subject. The council passed 
18 resolutions, however, none was ex-
ecuted by the Ministry of Kashmir and 
Northern Affairs (executive chair of the 
NALC). Thus the NALC like its prede-
cessors NAAC and NAC failed to give 
any real political power to the residents 
of Gilgit-Baltistan and was relegated to 
representation without power. 

Gilgit-Baltistan got its first hope of 
executive power by the Gilgit-Baltistan 
(Empowerment and Self-Governance) 
order, 2009. The order provided for a 
local administration headed by a Chief 
Minister, to be elected by the 24 directly 
elected members of the legislative as-
sembly and 6 women and 3 technocrats 
to be elected by the members. The or-
der also gave power to the legislative 
assembly to present and approve the 
budget and introduced a judicial setup. 

The order empowered the assembly to 
legislate on 61 subjects but the Gilgit-
Baltistan council headed by the Prime 
Minister had greater powers than the 
legislative council and power to legis-
late on 55 subjects, which were of far 
greater significance (Bansal, 2014). 

The 2009 order was superseded by 
the G-B order 2018. The order made 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan the 
Executive of the region and entrusted 
in him the power to solely legislate on 
68 subjects which included tourism, 
forests, and minerals. The order also 
empowered the Prime Minister to veto 
any legislation passed by the legislative 
assembly of Gilgit-Baltistan. The 2009 
order did give some powers with repre-
sentation to Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly 
but they were nulled by the 2018 order 
and the Assembly was again relegated 
to the fate of Northern Areas Advisory 
Council, Northern Areas Council, and 
Northern Areas Legislative Council.

Albeit, the Pakistani PM has prom-
ised provincial status to Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, he’s unlikely to follow through. 
This is not the first instance that some-
one from Islamabad has promised pro-
vincial status to Gilgit-Baltistan. 

On the other hand, Pakistan may be 
pressurized by China to maintain order 
in Gilgit-Baltistan as a substantial part 
of China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
passes through the region. But even if 
Pakistan grants provincial status to Gil-
git-Baltistan, it’s unlikely to bring order 
to the region as the flaws are inherent 
and if history is any guide, order and 
Pakistan are antithetical.  
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Mori Kabiri

Pop culture has heavily influenced 
our general idea of what arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) is, from 

engineered villains like Agent Smith 
to wholesome robots like Wall-E. Hol-
lywood loves to exaggerate for dramat-
ic effect, but there is still some truth 
tethering these futuristic characters to 
our present reality. Our forays into AI 
are still elementary at best, but many 
industries are using the little that we 
know to benefit by adopting AI to elimi-
nate redundant and manual tasks. For 
the legal industry, there is promising 
potential to significantly boost efficien-
cy by automating routine, high-volume 
tasks, such as legal research, diligence, 
document drafting and electronic dis-
covery.

However, one study shows that 
more than 90% of respondents said 
“no” or “do not know” when asked if 
their law firms use AI. Surprising at 
first, but not so much if you ask why. 
Another survey did ask why, and the 
responses show that more than 80% of 

law firms fear that either new technol-
ogy will permanently replace human re-
sources, or their clients’ new technology 
tools will reduce the need for lawyers 
and paralegals.

PROMOTED
The legal industry is generally 

known as one of the slower-moving 
industries in adopting innovative tech-
nologies, and most law firms by nature 
prefer to follow, not lead. But, as time 
has shown us again and again, the more 
we dig in our heels, the deeper we sink. 
So, let’s see what kind of legal jobs will 
be replaced by AI and how corporate le-
gal departments and law firms can pre-
pare for the disruption.

A Glimpse At AI History
The official field of AI study estab-

lished in 1956 at Dartmouth College, 
just six years after Alan Turing, created 
the Turing Test. But it took 60 years for 
a chatbot named Eugene Goostman to 
successfully trick human judges into 
believing that he, too, was an actual hu-
man by passing the Turing Test in 2014.

MORE FOR YOU
‘We Can Control Our Own Destiny’: 

John Zimmer Shares Lyft’s Vision For 
The Company’s Future And $1 Trillion 
Market Opportunity

Four New Microsoft Surface Com-
puters Plus A Folding Phone—And Oth-
er Small Business Tech News

The LSE Alumni Turning Their Uni-
versity Into A Startup Powerhouse

Progress in this field clearly does 
not happen overnight. Ask any develop-
er who’s still working on solving what 
we might consider “simple” problems 
using AI. Plus, implementing AI in an 
organization is turning out to be much 
harder than we thought. 

Top-Down Problem Solving
Not long ago, it was thought that 

only routine tasks could be automated; 
tasks that can be specified by reference 
to a set of rules. In this top-down meth-
od, the starting point is the business’ 
problem/question. Let’s imagine that 
there is an initial belief in a corporate 
legal department that it has been over-
charged by some vendors or law firms 

Artificial Intelligence In the 
legal Industry
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on some unapproved expenses or fees.
Do The World’s Trademark Lawyers 

Find Ford’s ‘F-150’ Mark To Be Elec-
tric?

In this approach, it’ll need to select 
those suspected vendors and carefully 
review their invoice line-item against 
the contract and/or billing guidelines to 
check whether the invoicing is correct 
or if there are unapproved or excessive 
charges.

Certainly, knowing all the rules, you 
can write programs to validate them in 
the data. For decades, computer pro-
grammers wrote millions of lines of 
code to verify business rules and auto-
mate workflows for organizations; how-
ever, as the number of rules grew, pro-
grams became more and more complex 
and costly to maintain.

Bottom-Up Problem Solving
The other idea is to start with the 

data and go up to build valuable in-
sights and rules. In this method, ma-
chine-learning algorithms are used on 
massive amounts of data and computer 
power to learn and build up to guid-
ing business rules. This eliminated any 
considerations of how complex prob-
lems were or how contextual solutions 
needed to be in order to automate them.

In this approach, you could start 
with all your invoice data and use algo-
rithms to see if there are any interesting 
trends or anomalies in the line items. 
After sifting through the different in-

sights, the system can notice spikes 
like travel charges for a case type that 
normally doesn’t require travel. Invoice 
reviewers would find it valuable for au-
diting purposes.

AI Limitations
People who have wrestled with AI 

algorithms know that theory is far from 
real life. Implementing AI in organiza-
tions with real data is extremely diffi-
cult. Here are three of the challenges:

• Labeling data is difficult and cost-
ly. In situations where data is limited or 
expensive to collect, existing rule-based 
and workflow engine applications are 
more effective than an AI solution.

• It needs massive amounts of data 
to train. The more data, the more ac-
curate the machine’s responses. In 
situations in which data is limited or 
expensive to collect, existing rule-based 
engine applications are more effective 
than an AI solution.

• There’s an issue with explainabil-
ity. AI products are inherently a “black 
box,” and one of the important factors 
in most decision-making processes in 
business is to have clarity of the steps 
involved in solving a problem. 

Final Thoughts
Solving problems that require the 

full spectrum of intelligence remain be-
yond the reach of current AI systems. 
The human brain’s ability to use both 
the top-down and the bottom-up ap-

proaches in tandem — connecting dots 
and performing tasks such as present-
ing a cohesive and persuasive case to a 
diverse jury — is a unique intelligence 
that machines might not be able to fully 
emulate in the near future. Traditional-
ly, legal services contain a mix of some 
tasks that can be automated and some 
that cannot, such as those that require 
unique experiential knowledge.

It is exciting to see how AI will con-
tinue to progress over the next decade. 
This past year taught us how easy it is to 
fall behind, and legal departments and 
law firms should remember this and 
can embrace legal technology to stay 
ahead. Smart lawyers who adopt tech-
nology and transition into hybrid legal 
tech culture sooner can reap great re-
wards. Regardless of circumstance, AI’s 
scalability can ensure that they will be 
able to better adapt to the future, con-
tinuing to provide independent profes-
sional judgment, focusing on meaning-
ful, complex and mission-critical work 
for their clients.

Sooner or later, attorneys will say 
goodbye to long hours and menial tasks, 
and instead, dedicate that time to their 
practice and their clients, doing strate-
gic planning and formulating complex 
arguments.

Forbes Business Council is the fore-
most growth and networking organiza-
tion for business owners and leaders. 
Do I qualify?

______
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Atul Sehgal 

Much water has flown down 
the Ganges since 2014 when 
the Make in India program 

of boosting indigenous manufacturing 
was blueprinted by the new PM of In-
dia, Shri Narendra Modi. The program 
was brought with much fanfare and 
the visionary ideas contained therein 
received justified promotion and push. 
It was expected that the new govern-
ment of BJP led National Democratic 
Alliance would translate the Make in 
India into a living reality of its vision at 
the ground level.  But, regrettably, this 
did not happen. The excellent visionary 
plan remained largely on paper. Practi-
cal implementation of the program, in-
deed, left much to be desired.

Let me present some hard numeri-
cal figure based facts in regard to the 
above. The share of manufacturing in 
India’s GDP has steadily fallen from 15.5 
percent in 2015 to 14.5 percent in 2019. 
In 2020, a year marked by Covid-19 and 
lockdown phases, the manufacturing 

activity suffered a severe jolt during the 
first two quarters of the financial year. 
The recorded value for 2020 is 13.5 
percent. The first quarter of the finan-
cial year witnessed a huge down slide of 
GDP growth to -23.9 percent, while the 
next quarter still saw a negative growth 
rate pegged at -7.5 percent.

Make in India was at the heart and 
core of India’s economic resurgence. 
But this program did not receive the se-
rious attention of the government that 
it so strongly merited. The government 
was late to realize that Chinese imports 
were eating into our manufacturing 
sector. This is borne out by the fact that 
India’s trade deficit with China which 
was 48.5 billion USD in 2014-15, kept 
on increasing to reach a level of 63 bil-
lion USD in 2017-18 when the govern-
ment began restricting these imports 
by clamping import duty on selected 
items. In 2019-20, the trade deficit 
stood at 48.66 billion USD.

Make in India was the engine of eco-
nomic growth and of employment gen-
eration. The growing trade imbalance 

with China hugely dented the manu-
facturing sector, with Indian busi-
nessmen dismantling their small scale 
manufacturing units and becoming 
the importer-distributors of Chinese 
goods. It made good economic sense 
to import industrial intermediates/raw 
materials to make value added items of 
chemical and pharmaceutical indus-
try but it made no economic sense to 
import toys, locks, construction hard-
ware, shoes, computer hardware, garlic, 
crackers, Ganesh idols and other low 
end consumer goods from China. It also 
made little economic sense to import 
power generation equipment from Chi-
na when we had excellent indigenous 
manufacturing capability. During 2008 
to 2013, we imported huge amounts of 
such equipment from China, while our 
central sector PSU- BHEL was suffer-
ing from huge idle capacity. The import 
of low end consumer goods from China 
was widely done till 2014–the result of 
anti national policies of playing into 
Chinese hands pursued by UPA1 and 
UPA2 regimes.

Rebooting  Make in 
India program
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Now, the government has put im-
port duties on a large range of Chinese 
goods because of the political and mili-
tary standoff with China following its 
transgression of our border in Ladakh 
in June 2020. This standoff was truly 
a blessing in disguise for India because 
it has rekindled India’s commitment 
to Swadwshi. In subsequent months, 
relations with China only got further 
strained and imports from China were 
substantially cut down. Also because of 
environmental issues with China’s big 
factories and growing controversy sur-
rounding China’s role with regard to 
Coronavirus, many countries across the 
world stopped outsourcing from China 
and placed orders on manufacturing 
entities in Vietnam and India. Espe-
cially is this so in the area of special-
ity chemicals, textile yarns and fabrics 
and components for defense equipment 
production. All this is set to revive our 
manufacturing sector by default.

However, to give a grand impetus to 
Make in India, it would be necessary to-- 

• Reduce dependence on foreign 
capital and FDI as we have huge do-
mestic capital with our banks flush with 
funds. In any case, FDI has not boun-
tifully flowed into India for setting up 
manufacturing units. 

• Urgently and speedily push re-

forms on labour laws and land acquisi-
tion—the labour laws could be modified 
to enable manufacturers to outsource 
labour to specialized agencies. This 
would lift burden off the manufactur-
ing agencies for labour laws compli-
ance. The land acquisition bill could 
be amended to enable manufacturing 
units to be installed on leased land with 
acquisition made non mandatory. This 
would avoid delays in land acquisition 
due to price negotiation or disputes 
leading to litigation. 

• Bring about structural reforms in 
our central and state government bu-
reaucracy, a step which brooks no de-
lay. The changes need to be such as will 
make the bureaucracy more respon-
sive, less repressive, less obstructionist, 
more business friendly and collabora-
tive and better aligned to free market 
economy. This is going to be a huge 
and monumental step but a beginning 
has to be made and this would be made 
best in the context and area of Make in 
India.

• Give a push to Make in India 
through the public sector undertakings 
like BHEL, SAIL, BEML, MDNL, HAL, 
PACL, GACL etc. so that the program 
gets an initial momentum and private 
sector could follow suit. We know that 
many of these PSUs are in the process 

of disinvestment but that should not 
deter the push of indigenous manufac-
turing in the areas served by PSUs.

• Promulgate a comprehensive Bill 
for Make in India covering all the above 
points. This program should receive 
utmost priority in our developmental 
plans of the future because only this 
program can make India a 5 trillion 
USD economy by 2025.

This is the best time to focus on our 
manufacturing sector and revitalize it 
to make it the preferred global supply 
source of value added goods. China’s 
present labour cost is about 5 times that 
of India and Chinese economy is suf-
fering from a severe domestic payment 
deficit. India stands at a big advantage 
vis-s-vis China in this regard.

India is a divinely endowed country 
with regard to material and human re-
sources. It only needs systemic changes 
to come good as the economic engine 
of the entire world which it was for 
centuries on in history. Change of po-
litical guard (satta parivartan) was not 
enough. It has to be supplemented by 
systemic changes (vyavastha parivar-
tan) for realization of its lofty social, 
economic and geo political objectives to 
become again the grand Bharat of the 
past. 

_______
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Indo-pacific, the term used in the 
natural sciences to study marine 
biology, zoology and oceanogra-

phy, have made a resurrection in geo-
political discourse in the last couple of 
decades. The term ‘Asia-Pacific’ used 
for the states around the Pacific Ocean 
formed Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC), a 21 member intergov-
ernmental organisation is perhaps the 
only multilateral institution represent-
ing Asia-Pacific which is predominant 
an economic conceptualisation rather 
than a security one. However, with 
the rise of two economic powerhouses 
(India and China) in the Asian conti-
nent and increasing assertion of China 
in the region, the concept, Asia Pacific 
was broadened geopolitically to include 
states around the Indian ocean with a 
focus on India and hence Indo-Pacific 
(a 24-nation regional framework) have 
gained traction recently entailing polit-
ico-economic and security dimension. 
New Delhi was brought into the turf by 
Tokyo and Washington to counterbal-
ance Beijing. Though the concept still 
evolving exhibits a paradigm shift in 
power from the West to the East.  

The terms get its force from the ex-
panding role of China, India and the 
US in the region. The western nomen-
clature of India as a South Asian nation 

and China being East Asian somehow 
blurs the picture of how geopolitics un-
folds in the Indo-pacific region. SAARC, 
a dysfunctional South Asian regional 
forum marred by India and Pakistan’s 
mutual antagonism, has made South 
Asian countries move to what is often 
informally attributed as SAARC minus 
Pakistan, i.e. BIMSTEC comprising 
India Thailand, Myanmar, Nepal, Ban-
gladesh, Sri Lanka and Bhutan in 1997. 
Furthermore, with saturated markets 
in the West, India actively pursued the 
‘Look East’ policy. These two develop-
ments have made the ‘South Asian’ re-
gion drifted towards the Indo-Pacific. 

Why the Indo-Pacific? First, it 
covers a vast diversity that envelopes 
Southeast Asia, South Asia and the lit-
toral nations of the Indian Ocean and 
the Pacific that are the emerging eco-
nomic powerhouses. Second, the rise 
of China, its outward assertion in the 
region e.g. South China Sea has aug-
mented the geopolitical tensions be-
tween the US and China. Third, though 
China is expanding its influences across 
the oceans, Indo-Pacific remains a sig-
nificant home turf. The US and EU, to 
mitigate substantial trade imbalances 
and growing politico-economic clout of 
Chinese over Asia and Africa, have now 
aggressively pushing trade and invest-

ments as per the set norms by interna-
tional organisations. From the human 
rights violations in Xinjiang to flouting 
labour laws in Chinese factories and 
violation of intellectual property rights 
by the Chinese companies, the West is 
pugnaciously following a hyphenated 
approach linking economic to socio-
political dimensions in trade. China has 
retorted citing the dominant world view 
and economic systems heavily dominat-
ed by Western values; its excoriation of 
western liberal democracy stands testi-
monial to it.  

In 2019, the US Department of State 
officially stated that the US “is and al-
ways will be an IndoPacific nation … 
nations (around) face unprecedented 
challenges to their sovereignty, pros-
perity, and peace”. Eyeing on the Indo-
Pacific, the US through its ‘Blue Dot 
Network’ (BDN), intends to serve as a 
globally recognised seal of approval for 
major infrastructure projects, assessing 
whether sustainable and not exploit-
ative, thus promoting market-driven, 
transparent, and financially sustain-
able infrastructure projects. It does not 
provide public funds or loans for in-
frastructure development like the BRI. 
Instead of countering the mammoth 
quantitative investments of the BRI, 
BDN persuades to gauge the quality of 

Indo-Pacific: A rising 
geopolitical turf
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investments. Furthermore, the US has 
passed a law titled ‘Uyghur Forced La-
bor Prevention Act’ to ban all imports 
of goods manufactured in China’s Xinji-
ang province citing human rights abus-
es against the Muslim Uyghur commu-
nity.

As Chinese state-owned enterprises 
(SOE) play a predominant role in trade 
and investments, the Comprehensive 
Agreement on Investment (CAI) in-
tends to create a level playing field for 
EU investors by “laying down very clear 
rules on Chinese state-owned enter-
prises, transparency of subsidies, and 
prohibiting forced technology trans-
fers and other distortive practices” as 
per the European Commission. The 
EU leadership also stressed conditions 
on climate change, political imbroglio 
in Hong Kong and human rights vio-
lations in Xinjiang province before the 
promulgation of the EU-China CAI. 

With all such antagonism by the EU 
and the US, Indo-Pacific becomes of 
paramount importance in China to di-
versify its imports in the view of its ex-
panding domestic economy and sustain 
its transcontinental multi-trillion-dol-
lar project, the Belt the Road Initiative. 
The Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee’s development pro-
posal on the long term objectives popu-
larly known as the Vision 2035 aims to 
develop megacities that will help foster 
more robust regional trade and invest-
ment partnerships with ASEAN and de-
veloping economies the world. 

The main products that the United 
States exported to China, for instance, 
in 2019, are electrical machinery and 
appliances, vehicles and aviation equip-
ment forms approximately 40% of the 
total share of imports from the US the 
dependency of which China plans to re-
duce through their China Vision 2035 
centring around “new industrialisation, 
IT application (and) urbanisation”. 
China’s indigenously developed Comac 
C919 (though with imported engines), 
a narrow-body aircraft, is touted as a 
competition to most popular aircrafts 
American’s Boeing 737 and Europe’s 
Airbus 320. COMAC’s C919 plane has 
already received 1000 provisional or-
ders primarily by Chinese airliners, 
with Chinese flyers almost tripling over 
the next two decades. With govern-
ments around the globe aggressively 
pushing for Electronic Vehicles (EV), 
China tops the charts as it has 44% of all 
the EVs globally, though Europe leads 
in the sales followed by China. 

In 2018, the General Office of the 

State Council of China forwarded the 
notice of the Ministry of Commerce and 
other departments issuing new import 
guidelines stating to “actively explore 
the import resources of countries along 
the “Belt and Road”. The departments 
were directed to actively pursue the 
expansion of imports through the di-
versification of sources. According to 
the World Bank and UNCTAD data on 
imports by China, the imports from the 
US are witnessing a constant decline, 
i.e. 8.51 % in 2016, and post new im-
port guidelines; it fell to 5.96% in 2019 
with a slight increase to 6.6% in 2020. 
However, imports from East Asia and 
the Pacific from 38.7% in 2016 to a 
steep jump in 2017 at 45.2%, 43.8% in 
2018, and a marginal decrease at 42.3% 
in 2020. According to China’s General 
Administration of Customs (GAC), the 
total trade from 2014-2019 between 
China and BRI member countries have 
registered an annual growth rate of 6.1 
percent, making China the biggest trad-
ing partner with 25 BRI countries. The 
total trade stood at the mammoth US 
$1.34 trillion in 2019.  

The rise of China challenging the 
US’s influence premised on the discor-
dant visions for Asia and the world, the 
convergences have seemingly turned 
into a competition with a surge in 
myriad multilateral politico-economic 
forums, particularly regarding the In-
do-Pacific. Recent geopolitical develop-
ments have made us think of regions in 
larger units like Indo-Pacific instead of 
South Asia, East Asia and South-East 
Asia. Interestingly, however, though the 
region of power assertion is expanding, 
an array of inter-governmental allianc-
es and forums playing out are getting 

fragmented and smaller with forums 
like RCEP, ASEAN, ARF, BRICS, SCO, 
BIMSTEC, APEC, QUAD and CRIP. 

Interestingly, the US and China are 
the top two trading partners of India, 
respectively. Despite the geopolitical 
standoff and anti-China rhetoric, the 
Sino-India trade continues to soar by 
more than 70% year-on-year to over 
$48 billion in the first five months of 
2021. India ought to tread cautiously 
in tagging along with the US as a coun-
terweight to China. Given the intensive 
trade with the two antagonistic global 
players, India must chalk the strategy 
that does not hurt itself economically. 
The US and China are aggressively em-
ploying their resources, forging myriad 
alliances to checkmate each other as-
sertions over Indo-Pacific. 

Beijing has made a new move to 
counter the increasing influence of the 
US and India with a possibility of CRIP 
(China, Russia, Iran and Pakistan) de-
picting a de facto emerging strategic 
alliance of authoritarian regimes as a 
counter to the QUAD that aims to ensure 
free and open Indo-Pacific and is touted 
as ‘Asian Arc of Democracy’ depicts the 
belligerence with which US and China 
are dealing with. With the host of multi-
lateral organisations coupled with glob-
al powers, the Indo-Pacific is emerging 
as a region with complex power dynam-
ics as traditionally in multi-polar world 
different actors struggle to preserve and 
extend their spheres of influence. As the 
sports stage sets for claiming the top 
spot at the Tokyo Olympics, the geopo-
litical turf sets in the Indo-Pacific for 
the great-power game, a renewed com-
petition for a sphere of influence in the 
years to come.
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Since long we have considered chil-
dren to be too naïve to conduct 
their own affairs or even have an 

opinion in any matter. While this may 
be true for children aged between 6-12 
but we can’t say this with certitude for 
children aged between 15-18. It is un-
deniable that with advancing times, 
exposure to the practicalities of life has 
made them smarter and capable of tak-
ing decisions for themselves. Children 
today are susceptible to a plethora of 
wrongs and warrants protection. The 
Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences, 2012 (“POCSO”) is one such 
legislation which was promulgated to 
protect children from sexual crimes. 
The Act by defining a child to be under 
the age of 18, fixes the age of consent at 
18. Meaning, the defense of consensual 
sexual relationship under POCSO is not 
acceptable. The Act considers children 
below 18 to be incapable of giving con-
sent. 

The most disgruntling aspect is that 
on one hand, we don’t fully condemn 
child marriages and on the other, we 
incapacitate children of giving consent 
to indulge into sexual relationships. 
Moreover, section 6 of the Prohibition 
of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (“CMA”) 
specifies that a child born out of a child 
marriage would be considered legiti-
mate for all purposes. Therefore, the 
Act clearly does not criminalize form-
ing sexual relations within a child mar-
riage which is in direct contradiction 
with POCSO. Further, Exception 2 of 
section 375 of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860 (“IPC”) states that sexual inter-
course with a wife who is not below 15 
years, would not be construed as rape. 
Distinguishing between a married and 
an unmarried child must have a sound 
basis. In the present context, the insti-
tution of marriage is acting as a license 
to indulge into consensual or non-con-
sensual sexual activities. 

The Supreme Court in the case of 
Independent Thought v. Union of In-
dia addressed the incongruity present 
in the IPC and POCSO. To safeguard 
the interests of children, the Court de-
cided to read down the Exception and 
remarked that sexual perpetrators in a 
child marriage can be tried under Sec-
tion 5 of POCSO as the outcome won’t 
be any different if they were tried under 

IPC. The Court also considered other 
options in order to reconcile the two 
contrdictory provisions. One was to 
reduce the age of girl child for consent-
ing to sexual intercourse from 18 years 
to 15 years. However, this meant major 
alterations and was found unfeasible at 
that time. 

Fixing the age of consent is the 
most confounding issue. Before POC-
SO, the law on age of consent was gov-
erned entirely by IPC. For an unmar-
ried girl, the age of consent was 16 and 
for a married girl it was 15. POCSO al-
tered the age of consent to be 18 and it 
does not distinguish between married 
and unmarried girls. 

While the decision by the Apex 
Court is laudable, we need to give this 
blanket ban against children indulging 
into sexual activities another thought. 
Mere susceptibility of children being in 
an abusive relationship should not be-
reave them of their right to have sexual 
autonomy. Especially when romantic 
relationships amongst adolescents are 
at a rise, criminalizing consensual sex-
ual conduct between children seems 
excessive. In fact, it is adding insult to 
injury to the children who were actu-
ally sexually coerced by giving punish-
ments of the same degree to the chil-
dren who consented. 

The judiciary currently faces tor-
rential spate of cases where the victim 
is a girl aged between 16 and 18 who 
has made a choice to enter into a re-
lationship with a man. If these rela-
tionships are against the wishes of the 
parents, then the man is booked under 
POCSO. In such a situation, the crimi-
nal justice system has no option other 
than prosecuting the adult male and 
stand as a mute witness to this abuse of 
right of adolescent children to exercise 
their sexual autonomy. 

The problem is clear- we lack a 
comprehensive law on the age of con-
sent. While we strongly consider the 
possibility of a girl child having a child 
of her own, we also strictly reject any 
kind of sexual activity that a child 
might consent to. This dichotomy has 
prevented the law from granting ad-
equate protection to children aged 
between 15 and 18 and also the male 
adults, who are usually at the receiving 
end. World around, the age of consent 

varies from 11 to 21. However, just by 
lowering the age of consent would not 
solve the problem. We require a more 
robust and fool-proof legislation. 

In India, if the accused under POC-
SO is also a minor, he would normally 
be released on bail unless his release 
would defeat the ends of justice. In 
cases where the perpetrator is a ma-
jor, being released on bail is difficult. 
Moreover, the Supreme Court has ob-
served that having a ‘love affair’ with 
the minor would be no ground for bail. 
At this juncture, it becomes crucial to 
make way for a ‘Romeo-Juliet’ clause. 
Named after a popular love story of 
two young people, the clause provides 
a defense against statutory rape laws. 
Romeo-Juliet clause serves to elimi-
nate the penalty against the perpetra-
tor for having a sexual relationship 
with a minor, if the age difference be-
tween two is less, say about four years.

In India, the laws need to be very 
specific on the age of consent. It should 
define the age of consent for minors to 
have sex. It should also affirm the age 
category within which a person can 
consent to have sex. Similar to Romeo-
Juliet clause, many countries have 
‘close-in-age’ or ‘age-proximity’ to lay 
down the range of age within which a 
child can indulge in sexual intercourse. 
In Ireland, if a person is charged with a 
sexual offence, he can take the defense 
of proximity of age if the difference 
between the two people is less than 2 
years and that it was consensual. 

In other countries, close-in-age 
defense is available if the difference 
is less than three years. In the Neth-
erlands, the age of consent is 16; how-
ever, only upon a complaint of the 
child, will a non-violent sexual inter-
course with a child between 12 to 16 
years will be prosecuted. On the other 
hand, in India, POCSO is being used to 
settle personal scores by parents of the 
child. This has led to unjust prosecu-
tion. There is an urgent requirement to 
carve out certain exceptions in POCSO 
to allow them to engage in sexual activ-
ities without the baton of prosecution. 
Specially in times where minors having 
sexual relations is omnipresent, the 
law needs to keep up with the pace of 
social developments.

_______

Who Cares for a Child’s Consent? 
The Law that Needs Rethinking 
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Satyajit Ray is the man of cinema 
who paved the path for a re-
fined way of storytelling. His art 

of filmmaking speaks volume of his 
unconventional style and techniques 
where he focused on a society defin-
ing itself post war. A time where cul-
ture found itself hanging a traditional 
way of life versus a modern outlook 
towards society. His work dealt explor-
ing human conditions and behaviour 
in accordance with its environment. 
There are numerous themes that Ray 
explored; satire, fantasy, social realism, 
surrealism, social /cultural /behav-
ioural differences. His understanding 
of cinema stands out even today and 
has been a source of inspiration for 
many. He has been honoured by most 
prestigious institutes from the highest 
honour in India, to global honour as the 
Lifetime Academy Award.

In 1964, Satyajit Ray was requested 
to direct a film for the “ESSO World 
theatre”. Which resulted in an impact-
ful twelve minute story of two different 
boys with their own set of differences.  
The movie quite evidently draws con-
trasts between the two boys who may 
be living under close proximity but 
still lead polar opposite lives. There are 
various aspects that one can find fas-
cinating. The subtle hints of a wester-
nised lifestyle; the aristocratic mindset 
and their perception of those inferior 
to them; the faulty materialistic bubble 
that keeps increasing when egos are 
boosted and how quickly that bubble 
bursts away and the vast gap in each’s 
behaviour.

This classic fable film by Satyajit Ray  
features two young boys help the audi-
ence explore the many “differences” 
around. The film starts with a young 
boy in a big mansion enjoying his cola. 
He is wandering around, under a big 
roof with many rooms, looking for 
a new sport to entertain himself. To 
cope up with his loneliness, he plays 
with a ball, lights a matchstick, bursts 
a balloon by putting under the flame 
of the same matchstick. Various activi-
ties around him, yet nothing amuses 
him.One can make out his notori-

ous and restless nature by his actions. 
While he may have every possible toy 
to play yet his bored is getting to him. 
Until he hears a melody by a flute play-
ing nearby. Curious, he rushes to the 
window to see where the music is com-
ing from and he finds another young 
boy, similar to his age, playing a simple 
wooden flute. This young boy outside 
seems to be enjoying his own company 
under the vast sky. The boy, sitting in-
side his home has a sudden urge to pick 
up his fancy shiny trumpet and play 
along. He grabs his toy and approach-
es the window to play his version of a 
tune. Here, we see a sudden change in 
the background music. Since it is a si-
lent film, the art of communications 
occurs through music. With the back-
ground music now intense the boy plays 
his trumpet. Instead of playing along 
the melody of the simple flute, this kid 
overpowers the song by playing a loud 
sound, as if his intention tis not to make 
friends but instead overpower the other 
child. The music in the background gets 
intense and by now its clear that this is 
not a call for friendship but instead a 
signal for competition.  

Round 1: The trumpet has success-
fully intimidated the wooden flute. 
There seems no way that the flute can 
outdo the trumpet

Round 2: The toy of choice present-

ed by the boy outside is drums; to which 
the rival party (of one) brings out an 
electric machine drum that is played by 
a monkey. Again the fancier party has 
proven to be superior. 

Round 3: Realising the intensity of 
the competition the boy outside ups 
his game my fetching his bow and ar-
row and he also dresses to the occa-
sion by putting on a tiger mask, he is 
certain that this unique move would 
stump the boy. The music here changes 
to a more regional tone which could 
symbolise the more grounded ap-
proach of the boy. But our arrogant 
boy who is inside has a retaliation for 
the same. A toy gun that makes sounds 
on a push of a button and even more 
fancy masks of different kinds, of sol-
diers, of Indians, of tribals, of animals. 
Pretty happy with himself, the boy in-
side the mansion looks down at the sim-
plicity of other party. He  is  sure that 
for every move, he has better equipped 
toy stored inside his house. Until the 
tables turn. What was supposed to be 
his big win suddenly became a reason 
to lose.

Round 4 ; the boy outside finds 
himself a kite to fly in the open sky. 
This seemed his win, his freedom, his 
ability to fly as high, the pride that he 
may not have fancy toys but the sky 
is his, the wind is his, the sun is his.  

Two -  Voice of a silent film
“Not to have seen the cinema of Ray means existing in the 

world without seeing the sun or the moon”-Akira Kurosawa, 
Japanese director on Satyajit Ray.
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Now even if the boy gets a fancier kite, 
it will be a fair game because no mat-
ter how fancy a kite, the only way to 
win this round would depend on the 
ability. And since his confined space 
will now allow him to fly a kite, the win 
here seemed definite. Jealous ,the boy 
inside rushes in to find whatever he 
can lay his eyes on to trump the spirit 
of the boy outside. Taking a rather 
edgy turn, the boy grabs an air rifle to 
shoot down the kite. He misses some 
aims but his determination to show 
his authority and superiority is real.  
And after a few tries, he shot down the 
kite. He shot down the hopes of the oth-
er boy. The sky, the wind, the sun could 
not be enough in front of his fragile ego.
The boy outside cannot have a superior 
life than him and he just proved that. 
Proud of himself he marches inside 
and sets all his toys to play the music 
of victory. The man strums the gui-
tar, the monkey plays the drum, the 
teddy bear blows bubbles, and a robot 
marches, all in celebration of his win. 
But suddenly the sound of his victory 
fall faint to certain music coming from 
the outside. The robot marches but to 
the rhythm of this music. It  was the 
music of the flute that we heard first. 
The boy outside is back, playing the 
same tone. Somehow we have came 
back where we started from. Where a 
young boy plays his flute and is enjoy-
ing himself and another boy confined 
in his house surround by many toys, 
yet lost as to how to entertain himself.  
Sitting amid his many sounds of victo-
ry, the boy falls back, maybe he did not 
really win. 

The black and white movie brings 
out many colours of the human nature 
and the environment. We might not ex-
pect such young children to mirror the 
truth of the society but when the end 
credits start rolling we find ourselves 
deep into thought , contemplation the 
many aspects of the movie. 

SAY NO MORE-Essence of a 
silent movie 

A silent film, by the name of it, is 
silent. It has no dialogues. So the nar-
ration of that particular piece of work 
falls on other aspects, such as music, 
cinematography, acting. In this film 
we  can determine the tone if the film 
by the music that plays in the back-
ground. It begins with a slow melody 
and eventually tunes into a more faced 
paced music to give the audience a 
sense of intensity and competition. The 
flute being simple yet melodious and 

the fancy gun just making noise was my 
personal favourite use of sound in terms 
of symbolism. It seemed like a depic-
tion of the temperament of the two boys.  
It is noteworthy as to why Ray made this 
into a silent film. In 1964, he was asked 
to make a movie for “ESSO World the-
atre” and was funded by the American oil 
company Esso and they requested for the 
movie to be written and directed in Eng-
lish. Instead, he chose to go for a more 
that did not require any dialogues at all!

FRIENDS OR FOES? 
The movie begins with a lonely 

young boy roaming around his house, 
looking to pass his time when he comes 
across another boy his age. What might 
have seemed like a friendly display of 
talent in the first round only turned to 
a bitter rivalry of complex. In fact until 
the third round of their oneupmanship 
, it seemed only like a competition un-
til jealousy kicks in and one of the boys 
attacks the kite by using an object that 
was tough to keep up with.

From here on it becomes quite clear 
that the boy inside was never looking 
for a friend or even as a healthy compet-
itor. His intention was to gain a sense 
of superiority , a sense of being better 
that the boy outside since he was more 
blessed in material possession. 

WAR COMMENTARY 
The movie is a subtle take on the 

situations during a war. The rich in-
timidating the poor with expensive ma-
chines, the show of authority and the 
desire of power. However it has no dent 
on the spirit of mankind and the ability 
to get up and dust themselves off. That 
spirit will always finds its way back and 
overshadow the power that tries to curb 
it.

YING YANG
The balance of “Two” If one does 

not read into the film too much, they 
can still see how relevant the pres-
ence of two thing are. The story of two 
boys, form two different financial back-
ground, the two perception of happi-
ness, the two ways of dealing with win-
ning and losing. If one exists, there also 
exists the other, to create a balance in 
the world. When one takes too much 
pride in his victory, the other reminds 
him of the the spirit of hope that goes 
beyond it.

Conclusion 
Under twelve minutes Satyajit 

Ray delivers a more so powerful that 
it leaves a long lasting impact. While 
watching the movie I sympathised with 
the boy outside as I saw him in a posi-
tion of losing a battle he did not want 
to participate in. The lack of empathy 
in the other boy made a very mun-
dane setting extremely uncomfort-
able. I kept thinking of whether it was 
an intentional arrogance in the boy or 
was he a victim of apathetic  environ-
ment. That he would choose being 
alone rather than being friends with 
someone he did not consider an equal.  
But is that the place we are in today? 
That we feel better about ourselves 
when we tell ourselves that we are supe-
rior than some, materialistically, intel-
lectually, financially? What becomes of 
us when all that is taken from us? How 
do we define ourselves then? Without 
our trumpets and drums and air rifles.  
Without empathy and kindness we just 
stand clueless in a world that is con-
stantly playing a trumpet noise, each 
louder than the other. Its the music of 
the flute that will bring harmony among 
us, making the world a better place.
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Iti Acharya, an Indian actress, world 
peace keeper, an aspiring producer 
and humanitarian, who made an 

outstanding debut at Cannes Film Fes-
tival this year. Iti marked her debut in 
a lilac gown with complete confidence 
and poise.

She also participated in opening 
ceremony at India Pavilion at Cannes 
wearing a Black Silk saree paired with 
Traditional Gold temple jewellery , 
alongside other Indian celebrities like 
Deepika Padukone , Grammy winner 
Rickey Kej, AR Rahman, Prasoon Joshi, 
Shekhar Kapoor and posed with a lot of 
International Celebrities and watched 
Tom cruise exclusive Top Gun Maverick 
special screening.

She was also guest at Cannes Short 
Film Festival, Define by glasshouse dis-
tribution and an exclusive party at An-
nex Beach.

Iti shares her reasons for wearing 
home based brands at the Red carpet, 
“Where most of the celebrities choose 
to wear high end international brands, 
I chose homegrown brands like a North 
East Indian designer for my second red 
carpet. 

And an iconic white Lehenga by 
heritage India fashions, as a tribute to 
Bollywood Diva - Sridevi.

I strongly believe that Indian textiles 
and tailoring is one of the finest in the 
world. I have a lot of friends in the East 
and this was the perfect opportunity to 
give them an exposure in the real world. 

I am really proud of what my fellow In-
dians are achieving and they deserve to 
be seen on the Red carpet.”

Born in Rajasthan and worked in 
South Indian films for quite some time, 
Iti has a soft spot for India as a whole 
and in attempt to showcase this love, 
she has taken to the Global Internation-

al Platform by bringing all directions of 
the subcontinent under one big family. 

One of the Chief Guests at Cannes 
Short film festival held at JW Marriott.

It wants to give a big shootout to her 
team of stylists, designers, jeweler and 
brand partners for making this experi-
ence wholesome.

Iti Acharya aces her Red Carpet 
Debut at Cannes Film Festival






