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Congress party is aware of the massive anti incumbency of ten
years rule hence plan B is pushed for GE 2014. BJP is falling
into the ploy to treat AAP as a national party by Congress

party. AAP has a made a  small beginning and country must wish
them well, but the nexus of leftists,
marxists and Congress left  over
are pushing Kejriwal as alternative
to Modi. 

AAP is an organization of far left-
ists. Surely India is having space of
a pan India left party since present
left parties are at the cross road in
their respective territories. The left
idealogy is to look at a poor person
on the street and think that they
can give subsidy and wipe his or
her tears, it will end up making  everyone poor. Socialism has gone
away from China, Russia and our so called leftist leaders are using
the pervasive poverty left over by UPA II misrule to get votes and
foist on the nation. 

There are many external forces and vested interests that want a
weak India, It is said that, the worst  of evil begins with best of noble
intentions. Kejriwal may have good intentions, but the company he
has does not forebode well and now people are seeing this man is
changing tune about going after the corrupt in Delhi. He promised
to procecute Delhi government for corruption stating he is having
proof but now he wants people to give evidence to go against Sheila
Dikshit in CWG scam that costed India 60,000 crores (13 billion dol-
lars!!!!). It is to be seen how Kejriwal government will expose UPA
scams, prosecute culprits when AAP is surviving on Congress sup-
port in Delhi assembly. 

BJP has its own shortcomings but I think AAP is a taking destruc-
tive path to the nation. India needs centrist party to flourish, both
extreme left or right will never be accepted in entire country that is
full of diversity. Surely, it is a suicidal route for Congress party to
support left forces wherein Congress started the liberalization of
the economy in 1991 that took India to new heights. UPA II under
Manmohan Singh is a disaster but Rahul Gandhi is having many
years of active politics. AAP will challenge Congress more than BJP
and Delhi assembly elections has proved it decisively but certain
vested elements in Congress are playing games within party to
destroy the party structure and to stop Modi in order to save their
skins for the sins of many years of unabated loot under UPA rule.
The real politics has started for the apex battle of 2014.                   

Prashant Tewari  
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After the poll test, the
Aam Aadmi Party
cleared the test of

strength on the floor of the
house as well. Earlier last
week, AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal took oath on
Saturday as the seventh chief
minister of Delhi.

Lieutenant Governor
Najeeb Jung administered the
oath of office and secrecy to
Kejriwal and six other minis-
ters at the Ramlila Maidan in
New Delhi.

Six ministers -- Manish
Sisodia, Somnath Bharti,
Rakhi Birla, Satyendra Jain,
Saurabh Bharadwaj, Girish
Soni - also took oath of office
and secrecy at the ceremony.

"Today, every Delhi resi-
dent has been sworn in as a
minister. The fight was not
about making Arvind Kejriwal
the CM. It was about giving
power to the people. If we
come together, we will be able
to defeat corruption," he said
after the oath-taking ceremo-
ny.

Kejriwal, who had at first
shot cleared the IIT entrance
examination, the UPSC and
now, formed a government,
added, "We will give Delhi res-
idents a (phone) number in
two days so that they can
lodge complaints against offi-

COMMON MAN
BECOMES

DELHI'S 7TH
CHIEF MINISTER
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cials taking bribe.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh

called up Kejriwal and extended his
best wishes to the AAP leader, who
asked his six ministers sworn in on
Saturday not to be arrogant and stick to
the party's poll promises.

Earlier in the day, Kejriwal took a
metro from Kaushambi station around
11:00am to reach Barakhamba. From
there, he reached the swearing-in
venue in a car. True to his Aam Aadmi
Party's (AAP's) anti-VIP culture, Kejriwal
on Monday had turned down 'Z' catego-
ry security. 

The choice of the venue, Ramlila
Maidan, was symbolic and a reminder
to people that the AAP and Kejriwal
were staying the course. An anti-corrup-
tion movement by social activist Anna
Hazare and Kejriwal launched at this
very ground in the heart of Delhi in
2011 had forced Parliament to commit
to an anti-corruption watchdog. The two
have fallen out since, but on Saturday,
Hazare sent his best wishes to his pro-
tégé.

As Kejriwal reiterated his poll prom-
ises at Ramlila Maidan, thousands who
thronged the venue wearing the AAP's
white cap, erupted in thunderous

applause.
The first big challenge for Kejriwal,

45, and his ministers will be to roll back
the 10% hike in CNG prices announced
on Thursday. Auto drivers in the city,
who form a huge section of his support-

ers, have threatened a strike.
Besides, during campaigning for the

December 4 elections, the AAP had
promised to slash power tariff by 50%
and provide free water supply to house-
holds using up to 700litre a day. The
promises, experts believe, will not be
easy to meet. On Saturday, Kejriwal
admitted, "I don't have a magic wand.
We can't solve all problems tomorrow."

The future of AAP's minority govern-
ment, however, depends on how it deliv-
ers. Along with the people of Delhi, the
Congress, which was routed by the
rookie party, will keep an eye on the
government's performance.

"Our support (to the AAP) is not
unconditional. If they (the AAP) can pro-
vide relief to the people of Delhi, it is
well and good," Sheila Dikshit, former
chief minister and Congress leader, had
said on Monday.

The AAP, which has 28 legislators
after a stellar debut in electoral politics,
needs the outside support of the eight
Congress MLAs to survive. With 32
seats, the BJP is the single largest party
in the 70-member House.

The new government will have to
prove its majority by January 3.
However, the AAP leader did not seem

The choice of the venue,
Ramlila Maidan, was
symbolic and a reminder to
people that the AAP and
Kejriwal were staying the
course. An anti-corruption
movement by social activist
Anna Hazare and Kejriwal
launched at this very
ground in the heart of Delhi
in 2011 had forced
Parliament to commit to an
anti-corruption watchdog.
The two have fallen out
since, but on Saturday,
Hazare sent his best wishes
to his protégé.
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bothered about the floor test. "I'm not
worried. This is a minor issue. If we
don't get it (majority), we will go for a re-
election and win again," Kejriwal said
after taking oath.

After the ceremony, Kejriwal visited
Mahatma Gandhi's memorial Rajghat to
pay homage.

Earlier in the day Kejriwal boarded
the metro from Kaushambi Station to
take oath at the Ramlila Maidan as
hundreds of people jostled with each
other to board the train with him.

There was no place to stand in the
Metro premises and people were falling
over each other as Kejriwal arrived to
board the train. The AAP leader got off
the train at Barakhamba Metro Station
from where he took a car to reach
Ramlila Maidan.

Additional Central Industrial Security
Force security personnel and the Uttar
Pradesh personnel were deployed at
the station.

CISF officials had earlier said that
some of its personnel will also travel in
the coach with Kejriwal to guard him.

Before boarding the train, Kejriwal
said, "It is a beginning. The second fight
for independence. Till this country gets
freedom from corruption, famine and
injustice, this fight will continue. It is the
victory of the common man," Kejriwal
said. "Action will start immediately after
we take oath," he said.

Hundreds of AAP supporters gath-
ered at Kejriwal's residence in
Kaushambi in the morning to greet him
along with a group from his native vil-
lage in Haryana's Bhiwani district.

Kejriwal's cabinet colleague Manish
Sisodia was at the station along with his
wife Seema Sisodia and their 12-year-
old son Mir.

"I am happy, it is a historic moment

for us and I am confident that he
(Kejriwal) will perform his responsibili-
ties well," said Seema.

Sisodia's farther Dharampal Singh,
an ex-serviceman, and currently a
teacher will also attend the swearing-in
ceremony.           

Apart from Kejriwal, his farther
Govind Ram Kejriwal, mother Geeta
Devi, wife Sunita, daughter Harshita
and son Pulkit would also witness the
ceremony.

Some of the people who had gath-
ered at Kejriwal's residence had got
bouquets shaped like AAP's symbol
broom. One of the onlookers gathered
at the scene was dressed like a
groom.

There was no place to stand in the Metro premises and
people were falling over each other as Kejriwal arrived to
board the train. The AAP leader got off the train at
Barakhamba Metro Station from where he took a car to
reach Ramlila Maidan.
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Elections are to a large extent part-
ly popularity contests and partly
driven by narrowly defined individ-

ual self-interest expressed in a group
setting. The popularity contest is pecu-
liarly of the kind what is known as a
Keynesian beauty contest where the
individual votes not on her own assess-
ment of the suitability of the candidates
but instead on her beliefs about the
others' assessment of the candidates.
That makes it quite possible that the
winner of elections is not really the
most competent but instead is one who
has been able to mold public percep-
tion in his favour. This is true of all elec-
tions in general but more so in so-called
developing countries where personali-
ties matter more than issues.
Personalities dominate over issues pri-
marily because issues are harder to
evaluate than personalities. Note it is
personality and not character which
drives the calculus of choice. That fact
is illustrated by unending examples of

characterless elected officials.
I make these general remarks to

provide the context for my assessment
of Arvind Kejriwal and his Aam Aadmi
Party. To me, Kejriwal epitomizes all
that is wrong with Indian politics. That is
saying something when you consider
that Indian politics is riddled with stu-
pidity, dynastic succession, public cor-
ruption, insane populism, crude faction-
alism, blatant pandering, naked dishon-

esty, extreme selfishness, myopia and
other repulsive features. The major con-
cern that I have with the AAP and its
leadership relates to its agenda.

It began as a coalition of people
fighting against public corruption.
Public corruption, we must remember,
is a phenomenon that is directly linked
to the government. There cannot be
public corruption without an active
involvement of the government. Public

Socialism 2.0 - AAP?
I make these general remarks to provide the context for my
assessment of Arvind Kejriwal and his Aam Aadmi Party. To
me, Kejriwal epitomizes all that is wrong with Indian
politics. That is saying something when you consider that
Indian politics is riddled with stupidity, dynastic succession,
public corruption, insane populism, crude factionalism,
blatant pandering, naked dishonesty, extreme selfishness,
myopia and other repulsive features. The major concern that
I have with the AAP and its leadership relates to its agenda.
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corruption arises out of a combination
of power that wields control, and a lack
of accountability and responsibility. If
this basic feature of the problem of
public corruption is not understood, all
actions to eradicated corruption or even
to curb it is going to be not just futile but
could make the problem much worse.
That lack of understanding by the group
called "India Against Corruption" was
the glaring problem with it. It led to the
quite mindless proposed solution of
creating yet another layer of govern-
ment with even more control and even
less accountability to fight the problem
of public corruption which, as I note
above, is because of too much govern-
ment, not too little. It is akin to bringing
more gasoline to put out a raging fire.

Regardless of motivations good or
bad, all do-gooders are at some level
people who want control over others.
The desire to control and direct others
is present in all to some degree but it
reaches saturation levels in those who
are convinced that only if they had
greater control over people would the
world become a better place. This ten-

dency finds its most potent expression
in politicians. It is cynically said that
patriotism is the last refuge of the
scoundrel. It can also be that the first
impulse of an over-controlling person is
politics. They want power but they justi-
fy it by claiming that personally they are
not power-hungry but want it only as a
means to fix the problem.

As if it was not evident during the
IAC days, Kejriwal's ambition and moti-
vation became obvious when he and
his cohort of hangers-on decided to
start AAP. His basic mindset is not too
different from the mindset of those
whom he appears to be fighting
against. The ones in power got there on
the same promise to people - deliver-
ance from the misery of daily existence
- and here was AAP going to deliver the
people from the control of a rapacious
government. AAP will fight the monster
by becoming a bigger monster. To make
such a promise and be believed
requires a lot of guts, and of course a
gullible public that cannot see through
even the most blatant of deceptions.

The public is gullible. There isn't a
nicer way to say it. The public has been
electing venal politicians for decades
and I don't see any reason to believe
that suddenly it has become smarter
and is not going to be taken in by glib
promises made by fast-talking charla-
tans. Certainly politicians do get voted
out but the ones that get voted in are no
different in any meaningful sense. It is a

Regardless of motivations
good or bad, all do-gooders
are at some level people who
want control over others. The
desire to control and direct
others is present in all to
some degree but it reaches
saturation levels in those
who are convinced that only
if they had greater control
over people would the world
become a better place. 
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different bucketful but it is still drawn
from the same cesspool as the one
before.

Ambitious, opportunistic, manipula-
tive, authoritarian, self-aggrandising,
controlling: these are descriptive of
people you don't want to share a table
with perhaps. Yet those are the charac-
teristics of all successful politicians. But
a good politician is more than that. A
good politician is one who fundamen-
tally understands what the public good
is, knows what needs to be done to
achieve it and is motivated to work for
it. It is a matter of objectives, intelli-
gence and diligence.

I don't see Kejriwal as a good politi-
cian. He is clever and evidently very
shrewd but not intelligent enough to
understand the nature of the problem
that he proclaims he will solve. Part of
this inability arises from his background
as a civil servant. Bureaucrats are
trained to believe that controlling others
is the key to solving problems. More
rules, more regulations, more controls -
these are the instinctive reactions of
bureaucrats to any and all problems.

It was a bureaucratic mindset that
created the notorious license-quota-
permit-control raj, much beloved of the
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty led Congress. It
created the monster of public corrup-
tion that devours the poor and keeps
the economy shackled. Kejriwal does
not understand the root cause of public
corruption. To my mind, that's the first
strike against him.

The second strike against him is
closely related to the first. Not being
content with just fighting corruption, he
expanded his horizons and set a social-
ist agenda. Every time socialism has

been advanced as the solution for
poverty, it has only deepened poverty.
This generalisation is without excep-
tion. Why has socialism failed?
Because it denies people freedom, and
without freedom people are unable to
produce what is needed to live decent,
productive lives. Socialism imposes the
will of a small set of people on the rest.
Socialism is a recipe for disaster.

India had the double misfortune of
first being entrapped by British colonial-
ism and then escaping it only to fall into
the deadly embrace of Nehruvian
socialism. India went from British Raj

Ambitious, opportunistic, manipulative, authoritarian, self-
aggrandising, controlling: these are descriptive of people
you don't want to share a table with perhaps. Yet those are
the characteristics of all successful politicians. But a good
politician is more than that. A good politician is one who
fundamentally understands what the public good is, knows
what needs to be done to achieve it and is motivated to work
for it. It is a matter of objectives, intelligence and diligence.
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1.0 to British Raj 2.0. The transition
was easy since the state machinery of
extractive and exploitative policies was
created by the British and readily adopt-
ed by Nehru and his descendants. The
rulers of post-independence India con-
tinued the dysfunctional rule of India. It
was not as if they were unhappy with
the way things were; their major con-
cern was that they themselves wanted
to rule instead of the British.

The same type of transition is what
India has in store if, god forbid, Kejriwal
and AAP are able to come to power. The
transition will be this time from
Nehruvian Socialism 1.0 (aka British
Raj 2.0) to Nehruvian Socialism 2.0
under the new AAP dispensation. The
entire machinery is in place, waiting for
new operators. Once again, it is not as
if Kejriwal is unhappy about the way
things are done - total bureaucratic con-
trol of the people - but rather he would
like to be the one in control.

Truth be told, there is no danger that
AAP will get to govern India at the cen-
tre, even as a coalition partner. The
danger is that it can spoil India's

chances of moving out of Nehruvian
socialism. AAP has nuisance value and
the Maino-led UPA/Congress is well
aware of that. It will now attempt to use
AAP to scuttle India's chances of getting
out of poverty. They know that a seg-
ment of the middle-class urban voters

are seduced by idiotic notions of a
"clean government by sincere people."
This segment will not vote for the
UPA/Congress but to prevent it from
voting for a Modi-led BJP, it would pro-
mote Kejriwal.

Here's how that strategy would work.
The UPA/Congress has bought and paid
for a significant chunk of the main-
stream media journalists. These will be
instructed to talk up Kejriwal and pro-
vide him wall to wall media coverage.
This will deflect attention from the
prince and his little band of merry men.
Voters have a short attention span and
even shorter memories. Since the Modi
versus Gandhi has already been called
in favour of Modi, the new fighter the
Congress will push into the ring against
Modi will be Kejriwal. The Congress is a
past master of the game and will fund
the AAP to make sure that the BJP loses
even if the Congress does not win.

Kejriwal is the willing useful idiot that
the Congress/UPA was looking for and
the Delhi voters have obliged. It is all
karma, neh?- 

By  Dr  Rahul  Misra  Associate  Editor

Truth be told, there is no
danger that AAP will get to
govern India at the centre,
even as a coalition partner.
The danger is that it can
spoil India's chances of
moving out of Nehruvian
socialism. AAP has nuisance
value and the Maino-led
UPA/Congress is well aware
of that. It will now attempt to
use AAP to scuttle India's
chances of getting out of
poverty. 
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The Aam Aadmi Party has captured
and occupied the "third space" in
Indian politics, a space that has

grown over the past two decades as
issues and political energies outside
the realm of the two main political enti-
ties -- the Congress parivar and the
Sangh parivar -- have grown, AAP leader
and psephologist Yogendra Yadav has
said. In an interview to The Hindu,
Yadav said the UPA and the NDA both
failed to capitalise on this third space,
which has for long had no political
hope. "The Aam Aadmi Party stepped
into this political vacuum where the
third space has expanded but the third
force has shrunk and fragmented," he
said. "...In my dream script, the AAP is
the natural political hope for these
energies." Yogendra Yadav Calling the
energies of this third space a "transfor-
mative energy", Yadav says this energy
needs a political vehicle of its own.
"That energy must not end in Sonia
Gandhi's durbar. It deserves much bet-
ter. It must reshape the nature of politi-
cal power of this country," he said.
While Arvind Kejriwal sets about form-
ing and running a government in the
national capital territory of Delhi, it is
psephologist and social scientist
Yogendra Yadav tasked with chalking
out the political strategy for the Aam
Aadmi Party as the 2014 Parliamentary
elections near. Asked if the third front
alongside Left parties could form a
viable government after 2014, Yadav
said it's unlikely as the third front's par-
ties are now as much a part of the
establishment as the Congress and BJP
are. On how many seats the AAP will
contest in 2014, Yadav said the party
remains a very small force even after
the Delhi win, in terms of numbers,
organizational strength and recognis-
able faces. "But if there is that energy
that you saw in 1977 waiting for a vehi-
cle, then we can become that vehicle,"
he said. Yadav also spoke on Narendra
Modi and Rahul Gandhi, calling the for-
mer the strongest challenge to the sec-
ular establishment and stating that the
latter has shown neither the capacity
nor the skills to take on Modi

Though it will be early to put AAP on

national front despite scintillating per-
formance in Delhi assembly elections
but the all-round support base that AAP
has created in Delhi probably may be
an indicator of the things to follow.
Today Delhi has people living from
almost every state of India, speaking
different language yet the collective
decision to vote for AAP has amazed
even the best political minds of the
country. There is a scope of purist left

party in India, CPI & CPM are run by
elite establishment resulting in down
fall of their stocks. AAP has projected
itself as purist left with their agenda,
approach and character. Today it
became hit in Delhi, the next six months
will be extremely crucial to determine
the shell life of AAP. Surely, if AAP sur-
vives the second major test of GE 2014
- then it is likely to challenge the entire
traditional political system of India.  

AAP - THE THIRD FRONT
OF INDIAN POLITICS?
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When the entire nation was
debating GE 2014 battle
between Modi and Rahul,

Kejriwal may be the real political genius
behind that utterly simple and benign
aam aadmi look ticks a brilliant mind.
While that's not exactly breaking news,
considering Arvind Kejriwal is an IIT
graduate, now it's clearer than ever that
he also has a brilliant political mind and
that the strong showing of the AAP in
Delhi under his leadership was only the
beginning. Consider this--the BJP which
was literally taunting the Aam Aadmi
Party to form the government in Delhi is
now wailing like a petulant child. Delhi
BJP leader and CM candidate Harsh
Vardhan is crying from the rooftops that
the AAP has betrayed the people of
Delhi and is hungry for power. The rich
irony that's not lost on anyone is that
just a few days ago Harsh Vardhan was
saying the exact opposite. In his reply to
Kejriwal's poser to the BJP and the
Congress, Harsh Vardhan raised his
own questions stating: "Eleven days

I AM IN POLITICS
TO STAY:

KEJRIWAL

Consider this--the BJP which
was literally taunting the
Aam Aadmi Party to form the
government in Delhi is now
wailing like a petulant child.
Delhi BJP leader and CM
candidate Harsh Vardhan is
crying from the rooftops that
the AAP has betrayed the
people of Delhi and is hungry
for power.



O P I N I O N   E X P R E S S January 2014 15

have passed since the results of the
elections were declared. Mr Arvind
Kejriwal had met the Lt Governor five
days ago but he is still playing hide and
seek game with the people of Delhi.
They are unable to decide how they
shall fulfill the expectations of the peo-
ple with which they voted for AAP. This
party should clearly tell the people
whether it will form the Government or
not?" He also complained about the
bureaucracy in Delhi unable to do any-
thing in the absence of any government
and moaned about it hindering the
progress of Delhi since the working of
Government in the capital has com-
pletely stopped. But now that the AAP
government seems all set to take over,
Harsh Vardhan is singing a different
tune. What got the BJP's goat is the way
Kejriwal went about it. By putting the
onus on the people through a referen-
dum of sorts and by appearing extreme-
ly reluctant to take power, unlike the
average Indian politician, he seems to
have lulled the BJP into complacency. 

Thanks to Kejriwal's reluctance,
today when the AAP has decided to
form the government, even Delhiites
who didn't vote for AAP in the recent
polls would not believe that Kejriwal is
desperate for power. Kejriwal has
shrewdly conveyed a picture of being
reluctantly placed on the throne despite
his protestations by people carrying him
on their shoulders. And that's a power-
ful picture. The BJP's bigger worry is
that the payoff of not appearing desper-
ate for power in Delhi and taunting
Kejriwal may now be tougher to come
by in the quest for the bigger throne in
Delhi--that of the Prime Minister, if
Kejriwal manages to do a Delhi in other
urban and semi-urban constituencies
across India. Kejriwal had earlier dis-
missed a Modi wave in Delhi pointing
out that the BJP's vote share in Delhi
had actually fallen by 2 percentage
points in the recent elections as com-
pared to 2008, which meant that not
even everyone who voted BJP in 2008
voted BJP in 2013. Kejriwal's reluctant

Thanks to Kejriwal's
reluctance, today when the
AAP has decided to form the
government, even Delhiites
who didn't vote for AAP in
the recent polls would not
believe that Kejriwal is
desperate for power.
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act was so well played that even his
friend turned possible foe Kiran Bedi
grudgingly admired Kejriwal for this
despite some sniping by claiming the
AAP was taking a big risk in forming the
government. Bedi said Kejriwal had
made a smart move by taking a refer-
endum on whether to form the govern-
ment with Congress support and added
that this would help him escape allega-
tions of being a political opportunist as
is being alleged by some parties. The
Congress, a party that could easily win
gold medals if lending support and
pulling the rug from under the feet of
non-Congress governments were a

competitive sport, is in a bind too. AAP
senior leader Prashant Bhushan has
said that the AAP will not accept any
conditions from the Congress, adding

that they were only interested in fulfill-
ing their agenda. And while the
Congress has been crying hoarse that
support to the AAP is not unconditional,

If the Congress pulls the plug and it results in the fall of a
government led by a man whom the aam aadmi thinks is not
power hungry, the resulting fire will only singe the Congress.
And if the AAP opens up the Common Wealth Games (CWG)
can of worms, the Congress can ill afford to refuse support
to a party seen as investigating one of India's corruption
milestones. 
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beggars cannot be choosers in this sce-
nario. If the Congress pulls the plug and
it results in the fall of a government led
by a man whom the aam aadmi thinks
is not power hungry, the resulting fire
will only singe the Congress. And if the
AAP opens up the Common Wealth
Games (CWG) can of worms, the
Congress can ill afford to refuse sup-
port to a party seen as investigating
one of India's corruption milestones.
Not after what has happened in
Mumbai where the Congress-NCP gov-
ernment's refusal to accept the Adarsh
Commission report that named politi-
cians and bureaucrats may haunt it dur-
ing the upcoming elections, and espe-
cially if the judiciary gets into the act as
the BJP has promised. 

The Adarsh report mess has even
sullied the reputation of Maharashtra
CM Prithviraj Chavan, one of the few
Congress politicians respected for his
clean image. BJP PM candidate and

Gujarat CM Narendra Modi is already
heaping ignominy on Congress VP
Rahul Gandhi for his idealistic talk on
corruption but refusing to walk the talk
when it comes to the very suspicious
actions of the Congress-NCP govern-
ment in Maharashtra. After all, what
CWG is to Delhi, Adarsh is to
Maharashtra. Any Congress move
thanks to AAP being proactive on inves-

tigating corruption will only backfire on
the Grand Old Party and the AAP will
come out smelling of roses and as a
player seen as fulfilling its promises on
corruption. Some Congress leaders are
already planning backroom moves but
not much may come of these plans. And
it's not that the AAP needs years in gov-
ernment to prove it can govern.
"Governance is no rocket science,''

The Adarsh report mess has even sullied the reputation of
Maharashtra CM Prithviraj Chavan, one of the few Congress
politicians respected for his clean image. BJP PM candidate
and Gujarat CM Narendra Modi is already heaping ignominy
on Congress VP Rahul Gandhi for his idealistic talk on
corruption but refusing to walk the talk when it comes to the
very suspicious actions of the Congress-NCP government in
Maharashtra.
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Kejriwal told media persons a few days
ago, but the AAP seems to be looking at
doing as much as it can in as little as
two months since the Election
Commission will implement the Model
Code of Conduct by end-February for
the upcoming Lok Sabha polls. A tough
Jan Lokpal bill for Delhi which neither
the Congress nor the BJP can afford to
reject unless they want further associa-
tion as parties neck deep in corruption,
some more noises about reducing
power bills with some arm twisting of
private utilities, announcing free water
per household up to 700 litres a day as
promised in the AAP manifesto, are all
achievable within two months. And the
average Indian doesn't care much for
economics and fiscal deficits at a time
when inflation is wrecking his finances.
AFP Then there's lifestyle itself, a factor
that is not insignificant to the urban,
educated Indian voter. Kejriwal drove to
meet Lieutenant Governor Najeeb Jung
in his Maruti Wagon R, a fact that was
not lost on media or the average
Delhiite. At a time when even my local
municipal corporator in Mumbai drives
a BMW, the average Indian's admiration

for Kejriwal's lifestyle will only increase.
After all, his lifestyle is the completely
opposite of a normal Indian politician's
who the average Indian sees as com-
pletely mired in corruption. Plus, there's
security and cavalcades and lal battis,

all part of the VIP culture, which the
average Indian detests and sees as
more signs of corrupt politicians who
are completely out of sync with the real
India that's furious about corruption
and luxurious lives led by politicians at
the taxpayer's expense. Kejriwal has
already refused security and it is very
likely he won't move to the official resi-
dence of the Chief Minister too. India
may well get its first ever Chief Minister
who uses public transport like the Delhi
Metro. A disciplined and austere
lifestyle in power will endear Kejriwal to
even more Indians. The average Indian
hates the VIP culture of our politicians
so much that even a divisive politician
who evokes strong reactions becomes
palatable if he is seen as not being part
of the VIP culture. And Arvind Kejriwal
seems to be miles ahead of traditional
Indian politician on this one. Clearly, he
has out maneuvered both the national
parties in the first round. Now it's his
game to lose from here onwards while
he takes on the fight to the traditional
political establishment of India.

By  Prakhar  Prakash  Misra  -  
Political  Editor  

A tough Jan Lokpal bill for
Delhi which neither the
Congress nor the BJP can
afford to reject unless they
want further association as
parties neck deep in
corruption, some more
noises about reducing power
bills with some arm twisting
of private utilities,
announcing free water per
household up to 700 litres a
day as promised in the AAP
manifesto, are all achievable
within two months
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Mani Shankar Aiyar 

As a Congressman, I greatly wel-
come Sunday's electoral reverses. I also
look forward to our probably occupying
the opposition benches after the mid-
2014 Lok Sabha elections.

The reason for this paradox is that
for at least the last quarter of a century,
my party has been in desperate need of
a root and branch restructuring. Rahul
Gandhi has promised a transformation
of both the organisation and leadership
of the party. He has spoken, at the
moment of electoral defeat, of a "para-
digm shift" from "traditional" approach-
es. He has proposed that the voice of
the people be "embedded" in the struc-
ture and programme of the party. He
has gone so far as to suggest that the
120-year-old Congress has much to
learn from the 12-month-old Aam
Aadmi Party. All this is in line with the
agenda he set himself when he was
elected vice president of the party at
Jaipur, just under a year ago.

The Congress machinery and plat-
form was transformed from a drawing
room party of the late-19th-century
emerging professional elite into a mass
movement by, first, Lokmanya Bal
Gangadhar Tilak and then definitively

by Gandhiji, after he took the helm in
the wake of Jallianwala Bagh. At
Independence, after the initial hiccup of
Purushottam Das Tandon's presidency
(1950-51), Jawaharlal Nehru converted
the mass movement into an efficient

IT'S GOOD TO LOSE
Poll reverses could give Rahul the opportunity to remake the Congress

The Congress machinery and
platform was transformed
from a drawing room party of
the late-19th-century
emerging professional elite
into a mass movement by,
first, Lokmanya Bal
Gangadhar Tilak and then
definitively by Gandhiji, after
he took the helm in the wake
of Jallianwala Bagh. 
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nation-making and election machine,
which had as its purpose not only the
wooing and winning of votes but also
the forging of a national consensus on
democracy and democratic institutions.
This rendered India the only one of the
roughly 150 countries that came to
some form of liberation or the other
after 1947 to have successfully trans-
lated independence for the nation into
freedom for the people.

That machine collapsed in the 1967
elections, when, for the first time, one
could travel from Lahore to Jessore
through India without once stepping on
Congress territory. The lesson learned
was the overthrowing of the old guard
(the "Syndicate") and the forging of the
radical platform that made Indira
Gandhi the darling of the poor. But it
also led to the Emergency and what
most in March 1977 took to be the per-
manent political exile of the Congress.

Thirty months later, the very electorate
that had so definitively given the party a
drubbing turned to it in grateful relief,
but not before what remained of the old
guard had been sent packing.

Rajiv Gandhi then saw that a party
machine forged initially for securing the
single goal of freedom and then trans-
formed into history's most successful
machine for national democratic con-
solidation, centred on a clear idea of
India, had, notwithstanding his stun-
ning electoral victory of December

1984, deteriorated into what he
described at the Congress centenary
session of December 28, 1985, as
"self-perpetuating cliques", "brokers of
power and influence, who dispense
patronage to convert a mass movement
into a feudal oligarchy", "enmeshing the
living body of the Congress in their net
of avarice". For close on three decades
since, the Congress has been ham-
pered in delivering on its promise by the
Congress itself. Uma Shankar Dikshit
was commissioned to write a report on

That machine collapsed in the 1967 elections, when, for the
first time, one could travel from Lahore to Jessore through
India without once stepping on Congress territory. The
lesson learned was the overthrowing of the old guard (the
"Syndicate") and the forging of the radical platform that
made Indira Gandhi the darling of the poor.
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revamping, recasting, reordering and
democratising the Congress organisa-
tion. Yet, the mere fact of the party
being in office (and seemingly set to
remain there indefinitely) effectively
hampered any attempt on Rajiv
Gandhi's part to co-opt his senior col-
leagues into undertaking the required
transmogrification of the Congress. It
was only his resounding defeat in
November 1989 that resulted in the
Dikshit report becoming the principal
instrument of a thorough reorganisa-
tion of the party. Hence, his convening
an extended meeting of the Congress
Working Committee in April 1990 to
accept the Dikshit report and then a
plenary of the Congress in July the
same year to endorse the CWC's deci-
sion.

But just a fortnight later in August
1990, Mandal clashed with kamandal
and the prospect of power came within
the grasp of the Congress. The reorgan-
isation of the party was put on the back-
burner. The Congress won but lost Rajiv.
The Dikshit report was consigned to
oblivion. Happily, the electoral reverses
of 1999 gave the Congress one more

opportunity to refashion itself. That was
manifested in the A.K. Antony intro-
spection report, a virtual Encyclopaedia
Congressica that the rearguard in the
party leadership succeeded in keeping
under wraps. It has never been
released in its entirety. But a summary
was eventually made available to the
CWC and every single organisational
change, essentially based on the
Dikshit recommendations, was accept-
ed. We were to have a democratically
elected party organisation, rising

through election from the very grass-
roots of the party to the heights, with
candidates for the Lok Sabha being
declared six months in advance and
assembly candidates at least three
months in advance. This was to be
accompanied by a whole panoply of
other reforms that would realise the
vision of Rajiv Gandhi's centenary
speech. Yet, every one of the recom-
mendations endorsed in opposition has
been kept on the back-burner through
10 years in power.

But just a fortnight later in August 1990, Mandal clashed
with kamandal and the prospect of power came within the
grasp of the Congress. The reorganisation of the party was
put on the back-burner. The Congress won but lost Rajiv. The
Dikshit report was consigned to oblivion. Happily, the
electoral reverses of 1999 gave the Congress one more
opportunity to refashion itself. That was manifested in the
A.K. Antony introspection report, a virtual Encyclopaedia
Congressica that the rearguard in the party leadership
succeeded in keeping under wraps. 



22 O P I N I O N   E X P R E S SJanuary 2014

We now have at the helm a young
man who speaks in the tongue of his
father. Asked what he was doing all
these years, the answer is that he was
experimenting with innovation in his
remit - the youth and student wings of
the Congress - instead of dabbling in
the parent party or government. Jaipur
was the moment when he took over the
organisational reins of the main party
but, alas, with key state assembly and
Lok Sabha elections in the offing, root
and branch reform was outside the
realm of practical politics. But not off
the drawing board.

Essentially, Rahul's view is that the
Congress, as presently constituted,
might have served the national and
political purposes of the 20th century
but is hopelessly out of sync with the
21st. Thanks to his father, the country
now has 32 lakh elected representa-
tives in the panchayats and nagarpa-
likas, of whom some 14 lakh are
women, with guaranteed SC/ST reser-
vation in proportion to their share of the
population in every panchayat area at
each of the three levels. A substantial
proportion of these persons, who have
secured the approval of their respective
local electorates, are young - one offi-
cial estimate is that perhaps 70 per

cent of those elected are under 35. At
least a third of this vast army of political
activists are Congressmen and women.
Switching from bogus lists of primary

members drawn up by coteries of
power-brokers in their self-interest to
founding the party cadres in the
strength of these grassroots elected
representatives of Congress persua-
sion, and guaranteeing an effective
voice for these multitudes in electing
the higher echelons of the party, as well
as drafting its plans and programmes
for action at every level, from the habi-
tation to the nation, will take the party
back in the 21st century to where it
resided in the hearts of the people
through all of the first half of the 20th
century and much of the latter half after
Independence.

But such a purge of power brokers
and the induction of a party leadership
elected by the broad membership of the
Congress will take time. The distraction
of running a government will impede
the long-term restoration of the party. A
break from governance would be a wel-
come break that could be used to refit
the party as the nation's natural party
of governance in the 21st century. The
current and prospective electoral
reverses for the Congress are thus
Rahul's golden opportunity.

The  writer  is  a  Congress  MP  in  the
Rajya  Sabha

Essentially, Rahul's view is
that the Congress, as
presently constituted, might
have served the national and
political purposes of the
20th century but is
hopelessly out of sync with
the 21st. Thanks to his
father, the country now has
32 lakh elected
representatives in the
panchayats and
nagarpalikas, of whom some
14 lakh are women, with
guaranteed SC/ST
reservation in proportion to
their share of the population
in every panchayat area at
each of the three levels.
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MR Venkatesh

The 2012 Presidential election race
between the incumbent President
and Democratic Party nominee

Barak Obama on one hand and
Republican Party challenger Mitt
Romney was a fight to finish. Barak
Obama, in the final analysis polled
approximately 50 per cent of popular
votes while Romney ended up with 47
per cent. Yet both of them were not
termed polarising personalities by the
American media, much less, by Indian
media.

That is not all. Romney in the run up
to US Presidential elections was caught
by a hidden camera commenting that
47 per cent of the country was so
reliant on Government services that
such people would never vote for him.
In other words, his own tacit admission,
a substantial section of voters were
alienated from him. Yet, he was not
termed as a polarising figure. According
to reliable surveys carried in US, born

again evangelicals and White
Protestants have predominantly sup-
ported the Republican Party for time
immemorial only to be counterbalanced
by overwhelming support to the
Democratic Party by Hispanic Catholics
and Black Protestants. Yet the word 'P'
is missing within the American political
discourse.

That is not all. It may be noted that
California has invariably been voting
Democrats since 1992 [just as Gujarat
has been voting for BJP since the mid-
1990s] so much so that it is now con-

sidered an impregnable Democrat
fortress. But surely, California is not
termed as a 'laboratory' for Democrats,
a term repeatedly used in the context of
Gujarat and BJP!

New York Times gets it
wrong 

While an average Indian is used
since independence to this stereotyping
ceaselessly within India by our media
and 'intellectuals, what is galling to note
is that of late a substantial portion of
this 'idea' has come to be exported to

Modi's spectacular rise
rattles New York Times!

hat is not all. It may be noted that California has invariably
been voting Democrats since 1992 [just as Gujarat has
been voting for BJP since the mid-1990s] so much so that it
is now considered an impregnable Democrat fortress. But
surely, California is not termed as a 'laboratory' for
Democrats, a term repeatedly used in the context of Gujarat
and BJP!
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other parts of the world, notably the US.
In short, contrary to the popular belief
that Indian media gets influenced by
global media; the question is whether
international media is getting increas-
ingly influenced by the endless rants of
our media? Let me amplify.

The New York Times in its editorial
on October 26, 2013 while conceding
that Narendra Modi "is a leading candi-

date to become Prime Minister of India"
opines, "His rise to power is deeply trou-
bling to many Indians, especially the
country's 138 million Muslims and its
many other minorities. They worry he
would exacerbate sectarian tensions
that have subsided somewhat in the
last decade."

Is the NY Times seriously suggesting
that sections of Indian voters carry a

veto on a PM candidate even before
India goes to polls? Obviously, it fails to
realise that democratic tradition is far
too deep-rooted in India even to sug-
gest that a Prime Ministerial aspirant
should be rejected on a specious plea
that his rise is 'troubling' a section of
the population or that it 'would' exacer-
bate sectarian tensions.

Implicit in this argument is that Modi
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is anti-Muslim and by logic a good num-
ber of Muslims are threatened by his
political rise. More to the point, such an
idea to short-circuit democratic process
is fascist - one that would do Hitler
proud, not NY Times. The news daily
should know, as would the average
reader that Muslims are at war all over
the world. That substantially if not whol-
ly explains why flash points of global
conflicts invariably involve Muslims on
one hand and all other religions on the
other.

Noted scholar author Samuel P
Huntington in his work The Clash of
Civilisations and the remaking of world
order succinctly points out that for
1400 year Christianity has a problem
with Islam. Is NY Times going to blame
Modi for this too? Despite these histori-
cal facts and global phenomenon, NY
Times portrays as if only Muslims in
India are having a problem and Modi as
villain.

Provocatively, the editorial adds,
Modi's strident Hindu nationalism has
fuelled public outrage. Barring usual
suspects one it yet to witness public
outrage on Hindu nationalism in India,
it is indeed intriguing for NY Times edi-

torial team to selectively condemn
Hindu nationalism. Surely, it has failed
to realise that this era of globalisation
has paradoxically given rise to national-
istic fervour including in communist
China. Or is it worried about Hindu
nationalism in the geo-political context?

Biased? Ignorant? Command
performance?

Strangely, this editorial was a follow
up of a piece in NY Times by Gardiner
Harris on September 17, 2013 titled,
Campaign for Prime Minister in India
Gets Off to Violent Start implicitly link-
ing to elevation of Modi as its PM can-

didate by the BJP and the
Muzzafarnagar riots of September
2013.

For starters, the very title of the arti-
cle is not only misleading but a concert-
ed attempt in maligning Modi, BJP, and
of course, the whole of India as it seeks
to implicitly link the ascendency of Modi
to these riots. Interestingly, in its unholy
hurry to paint Modi black, the author
seems to have glossed over certain fun-
damental facts.  Muzaffarnagar riots,
let us not forget began in the last week
of August, 2013 while Modi was elevat-
ed as BJP's PM candidate only on
September 14, 2013! And this is what
happens when an author first fixes his
target and then scouts for facts.

Needless to emphasise, to blame
Modi for these riots retrospectively is
bad journalism at best, biased report-
ing at worst. What the author failed to
clarify is that Muzzafarnagar is not in
Gujarat but in UP - a State that has wit-
nessed over 100 riots in 2013 alone.
NY Times probably does not know that
under the Indian Constitution, law and
order is the sole responsibility of State
Government which is headed by
Samajwadi Party - an avowedly pro-

For starters, the very title of
the article is not only
misleading but a concerted
attempt in maligning Modi,
BJP, and of course, the
whole of India as it seeks to
implicitly link the
ascendency of Modi to these
riots.
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Muslim outfit.
However, there is not even a whisper

in the piece about the complete col-
lapse of local administration in main-
taining law and order in UP. And by the
extended logic of NY Timesif Modi sit-
ting a thousand kms away in Gujarat
can cause riots in UP, Modi must be
blamed for killings in Middle East too
where Muslims are themselves killing
Muslims by the dozens on an hourly
basis.  The article goes on to add, "By
choosing Modi, a fiery orator who once
peppered his speeches with anti-
Muslim slurs, the Bharatiya Janata
Party has raised the prospect that this
election could be the deadliest in
decades." Without a scintilla of evi-
dence for such sweeping statement, in
my considered view, this is mere specu-
lation bordering on gossip.

The [mandatory?] reference to
Gujarat riots was equally sinister, "In
2002, less than a year after he was
appointed the State's Chief Minister,
riots swept Gujarat and killed more than
1,000 people, mostly Muslims," clearly
forgetting for a moment that there was a
carnage of innocent Hindus that trig-
gered these unfortunate events in
Gujarat. The article says that "…mass
rioting broke out last week in Uttar

Pradesh, India's most populous and
politically important State, after a legis-
lator from Modi's party circulated a fake
video of two Hindus being lynched by a
Muslim mob." Fake video? How did the
author come to that conclusion as early
as September 17 that it was fake when
its authenticity is not questioned even by
local administration even to this date?

Gardiner crosses the impartiality
line yet again when he calls Modi an
"unapologetic Hindu Chauvinist." Is the
author suggesting that Modi should
apologise for being a Hindu? And what
does he mean by chauvinist?
Unnecessary hyperbole that demeans
the stature of NY Times while conveying
nothing! Importantly, does Gardiner
Harris realise that one can be a Hindu
or a chauvinist - not both? Does he
realise that bigotry is anti-thesis to
Hinduism? Has he done some research
on Hinduism before using such strong
language? Or has his thoughts been
fashioned by sections of Indian 'intel-
lectuals' who are not favourably dis-
posed towards India?

Finally, bereft of any specific argu-
ments, the author states Modi never
apologised for the 2002 riots. Frankly,
one is appalled by this idea of apology
for the simple logic that either Modi is

guilty or he is not. If he is guilty, an apol-
ogy would not do under the law of the
land. Either way, an apology can be
tokenism at best not atonement.
Politicians in India, let us not forget,
revel in tokenism and atonement
whether one is guilty or not and in the
context of the unfortunate happenings
in Gujarat, comes by preventing such
unfortunate events in future. On this,
the exemplary administrative track
record of Modi speaks for its self.

After all, let us not forget that the
Supreme Court of India has virtually
absolved Modi of all charges against
him in so far as being a willing party to
the Pogrom - a fact lost on most includ-
ing the author of this piece in NY Times.
Given this paradigm, either NY Times is
biased against Modi, BJP, Hindus or
India. In the alternative, it is ignorant of
facts. Or is it a command performance
by the venerable NY Times. Whatever
be it, NY Times has become a prisoner
of vote-bank politics, perverted secular-
ism and divisive democracy practiced
by sections of Indian polity and media.
What a fall for a media house that was
considered as a global benchmark till
not so long ago.

(The  author  is  a  Chennai-bbased
Chartered  Accountant)
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Ahead of the Assembly elections to
four key heartland States, the BJP
leadership was divided on

whether it should announce Gujarat
Chief Minister Narendra Modi as its
prime ministerial candidate for 2014,
lest a less than outstanding perform-
ance cast a shadow on his ability to
fashion a victory in 2014. In the end,
Mr. Modi - and his supporters within the
party - pushed for his being named as
the face of its bid for power next year as
swiftly as possible, and succeeded. 

In the recent assembly elections,
the BJP retained Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, snatched Rajasthan from
the Congress and forged ahead in
Delhi. Mr. Modi's admirers were out
there on the social media and TV stu-
dios to claim all the credit for him. 

However, a close analysis of what
happened on the ground would suggest
that more than the Modi effect, it was a

Namo Rail - AAP an irritant
to the BJP's clean sweep?
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combination of the intensive campaign
by the BJP's regional satraps in three of
the four States (all but Delhi) and a
strong anti-Congress mood that did the
trick for the BJP. Mr. Modi's impact -
judging by the BJP's electoral perform-
ance where he went campaigning as
well as the audience response at his
rallies - appeared to be less than what
was claimed by his supporters, except
in Rajasthan.

In Delhi, typical of the urban arena
in which the Gujarat Chief Minister has
been gaining traction in recent months,
the BJP found itself fighting hard to stay
ahead of the one-year-old Aam Aadmi
Party. This despite the fact that Mr.
Modi not only addressed six rallies in
four days but, over the last few months,
also made frequent high-profile appear-
ances in the national capital.

This was quite visible at his first
election rally in Rohini on Delhi's north-
western edge on November 29: a large
section of the audience appeared indif-
ferent, while many streamed out even
before he had concluded his speech.

Mr. Modi's spokespersons, of
course, have been quick to point to
opinion polls in which AAP voters have
said that in the general elections they
will vote for Mr. Modi; his critics, howev-
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er, stress that given the build-up he has
been given, and the strong anti-
Congress mood, he should have
ensured a sweep for the BJP in Delhi.

Indeed, the AAP's brilliantly con-
ceived and executed campaign suc-
ceeded in crystallising the disillusion-
ment of the aam aadmi not just in the
national capital but in the other States
that went to the polls. In Delhi, the AAP
was a major beneficiary of this disen-
chantment; in the other three, the BJP,
as the only real alternative to the
Congress, took home the spoils.
Besides, Shivraj Singh Chouhan in
Madhya Pradesh and Raman Singh in
Chhattisgarh have acquired, over the
decade that they have been in power, a
large and loyal following.

In Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, Mr. Modi addressed 15
and 12 public meetings respectively.
But they were not as well-attended as
might have been expected after the
huge turnout at the workers' rally he
addressed in Bhopal on September 25.

In fact, when Mr. Modi addressed a rally
on November 18 in Bhopal, where a
majority of the sitting MLAs were from
the BJP, only around 4,000 persons
showed up to hear him. Travelling in
Madhya Pradesh, one found locals
speaking glowingly of Mr. Chouhan,
while any mention of Mr. Modi evoked
far less enthusiasm. In the case of
Muslims, the reaction was actually hos-
tile.

In Rajasthan alone, the 20 rallies
Mr. Modi addressed over five days not
only drew consistently big and enthusi-
astic crowds, with a large number of
young people in attendance, they trans-
lated into an increase in seats for the
BJP. Even though the Gujarat Chief
Minister's focus on national issues
rather than on the party's chief ministe-
rial candidate, Vasundhara Raje, led to
disquiet in the BJP's State unit, the
results suggest that his campaign may
have added as many as 10 Assembly
seats to the party's final tally in the
areas that he visited.

In Madhya Pradesh, Brand Shivraj
Singh Chauhan was strong enough for a
BJP sweep. On the other hand in
Chhattisgarh, Raman Singh had to
sweat it out, with Mr. Modi providing lit-
tle support. In Delhi, the AAP's Arvind
Kejriwal towered over all other leaders,
with the BJP's prime ministerial candi-
date making little or no impact. In
Rajasthan, alone, Mr. Modi was able to
give his party a helping hand.

For the BJP's prime ministerial face,
the general elections next year, where
the focus will be on national rather than
State leaders, will be the real test.
Surely, Modi is the most popular nation-
al leader in the country judging by the
large crowds he is drawing across the
country but his acid test will drawn from
the success he attains wherein the BJP
is not having a strong state leadership.
The momentum is favouring Modi led
BJP but the distance is long before the
final destination is reached. 

By  Diwakar  Shetty  from  Gujrat
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N.S.Venkataraman

(September 21, 2013, Chennai, Sri
Lanka Guardian) The present state of
the Indian economy, the falling value of
rupee and drop in industrial production
and manufacturing buildup clearly
point out that Manmohan Singh's gov-
ernment has not been able to deliver
the goods. Obviously, it is not going to
do any better than what it has in the
past nine years. This scenario calls for a
change in the leadership, policies and
approach of government of India, which
means that those in charge of the gov-
ernment of India at present should
vacate.

It is absolutely necessary now that
the leadership of the central govern-
ment should be vested with a person
who has demonstrated convincingly
administrative capability with economic
and industrial development agenda. Of
all the Chief Ministers in India today,
Narendra Modi is the only one who has
shown such qualities by his stellar per-
formance in Gujarat for over 12 contin-
uous years, which is there for all to see.

The freebie culture of offering free
goods and services to people in the
name of supporting the poor has done
incalculable harm to the national econ-
omy. And destroying the work culture.
What poor people need is skills and
sustained job opportunities. Crores of
rupees of money have been invested
and proposed to be invested by way of
food bill, MNREGA, where people have
been given jobs, work and wages with-
out linking productivity and output to
the funds invested. Apart from the cen-
tral government, several state govern-
ments such as Tamil Nadu are also
guilty of resorting to such gimmicks to
gain cheap popularity and corner the
votes. Narendra Modi is the only chief
minister who has not resorted to such
measures and still won three consecu-
tive elections in Gujarat convincingly.

Reasons Why Narendra
Modi Should Be

Elevated As India's PM
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India today desperately needs self
confidence and motivation, almost sim-
ilar to what Swami Vivekananda inject-
ed into the national psyche around 100
years back. Certainly by his talks and
actions and futuristic vision, Narendra
Modi is showing glimpses of his capa-
bility to energise and motivate the coun-
trymen to reach higher targets.

India today needs a Chief Executive
like Prime Minister and not a politicking
or submissive Prime Minister. After see-
ing the performance of Manmohan
Singh for the last nine years during
which period he has been subjected to
a high level of ridicule, particularly in

the media for his unwillingness to com-
municate with his people, subservient
attitude to the President of his party
and tolerant approach to corruption,it is
crystal clear that Narendra Modi defi-
nitely represents a different spirit, that
reflect probity in public life and a strong
character with almost a missionary zeal
to achieve set targets. In these aspects,
certainly no other political leader in
view in India today matches Narendra
Modi.

The criticism against Modi that he
will polarise the people on the basis of
religion and caste is absolutely not true
and is certainly motivated propoganda

by those who have no weapon now to
criticise Modi on other fronts. The fact
that there have been no communal
riots in Gujarat after 2002 would more
than prove this point. Modi has repeat-
edly and clearly said that he stands for
India first, which by its structure has to
be all inclusive. Today, communalism is
brought to national forum by the so
called secular forces and not by
Narendra Modi In this aspect, Modi is
sinned against rather than sinning.

About  the  Author:  Posted  by  Sri
Lanka  Guardian  on  by

N.S.Venkataraman,
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Nehruvian left or Manmohan right
wing ideology will be adopted by
Congress party under Rahul

Gandhi leadership is a big question
mark for many in India. BJP under Modi
has adopted hawkish right wing
approach to govern the country. AAP
under Kejrewal has adopted pure form
of left ideology with a great success.
Surely, Congress is undecided on the
basic character of the party to convince
people where they stand today. This
would be a problem at the best of
times; and these are not the best of
times for the Congress. The party's rout
in the recent assembly elections has
worsened the stand-off between Vice-
president Rahul Gandhi and the party's
old guard. And his declaration that he is
on a mission to overhaul the party
comes just as its latest poll hammering
lengthens a shadow on his leadership
qualities. With hardly five months to go
before the next General Election, Rahul
Gandhi has a lot to prove in a short
span of time.

"I think we need to start thinking
about politics of empowerment," Rahul
said on 8 December once the extent of
the party's electoral defeat was
revealed. "I have been saying this inside
the party. I am now going to do it very
aggressively in the Congress party." But
empowerment without experience back
up may prove futile for the mammoth
Congress party structure hence a fine
balance between the selection of com-
petent trust worthy old guards and
fresh new faces from people is desper-
ately required to attain electoral suc-
cess. Congress party is grossly lacking
in experience of high quality leaders
namely Pranab Mukherjee, Shivraj
Patil, Buta Singh, H R Bharadwaj, SM
Krishna in the apex CWC body and gov-
ernment as well. Secondly, Rahul
Gandhi is forced to adopt feudal struc-
ture in youth leadership within the party
namely Joytiraje Sindhia, Jitender
Singh, Depender Hooda, Milind Deora

Rahul Gandhi - The
battle is far from

over but? 
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because Congress has failed to attract
fresh talent from the common people.
The opaque structure of the party and
inaccessibility to leadership has
destroyed the right intent of Rahul
Gandhi.  

These words have been taken by
many as a pointed reminder that he,
rather than Congress President Sonia
Gandhi, now has the final say in party
matters. Not everyone within the party

is pleased with this. "It's high time
Sonia Gandhi leads the party from the
front," says a senior party leader who
does not wish to be named. "Ever since
[Rahul] was made the party's vice-pres-
ident in January, he has put his stamp
on the party with his leadership style
and election management. These
assembly elections were the first test of
that and he has failed the test."

In particular, the old guard fears

that Rahul Gandhi's organisational
experiments of internal democracy will
dissolve an inner party structure based
on loyalty-from top to bottom and from
one wing to another-at a time when the
party's focus ought to be on gearing up
for the 2014 polls.

Those supporting the 43-year-old
vice-president's project are no less
vocal. In fact, unlike his detractors, they
have even started voicing their views
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openly. Congress leader Mani Shankar
Aiyar, in an article published in The
Indian Express on 10 December, went
to the extent of welcoming the poll
reverses, arguing that this would give
Rahul Gandhi an opportunity to
reshape the Congress. 'The reason for
this paradox is that for at least the last
quarter of a century, my party has been
in desperate need of a root and branch
restructuring,' wrote Aiyar, 'Rahul
Gandhi has promised a transformation
of both the organisation and leadership
of the party.' ( Opinion Express has pub-
lished the article in this issue )

Indeed, in the states that went to
the polls recently, it was Rahul Gandhi
and his team of young leaders who had
a major say in everything from the
selection of candidates to the manage-
ment of campaigns. Following the
party's debacle in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Delhi (and loss in
Chhattisgarh), with a win in Mizoram its
only consolation, dissent has begun to
surface within the party in the form of
hints that Sonia Gandhi must take the
reins of control back and return the
Congress to winning form.

"The party is still in the hands of
Sonia Gandhi," said Union Minister
Tariq Anwar on the morning of 8
December as vote counting began to
show a gloomy outcome for the
Congress. "Rahul is still second in com-

Indeed, in the states that
went to the polls recently, it
was Rahul Gandhi and his
team of young leaders who
had a major say in everything
from the selection of
candidates to the
management of campaigns.
Following the party's
debacle in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Delhi
(and loss in Chhattisgarh),
with a win in Mizoram its
only consolation, dissent has
begun to surface within the
party in the form of hints
that Sonia Gandhi must take
the reins of control back and
return the Congress to
winning form.
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mand." Technically, Anwar was correct,
but in a party like the Congress, the
mere emphasis on an obvious fact of
this nature is considered a sign of
resentment against the established
order. Anwar's words were soon fol-
lowed-though in private conversations-
by several other Congress leaders who
blamed Rahul Gandhi's style of func-
tioning for the defeat and underlined a
need for Sonia Gandhi's own leader-
ship.

These murmurs did not stop even
after the mother and son showed up
together at the party headquarters
moments after the final results. In that
brief encounter with the press, Sonia
Gandhi acknowledged that the drub-
bing was a shock and identified infla-
tion as a major reason, while Rahul
Gandhi vowed to "give serious space to
the common man in our processes, in
our systems and in our structures" and
to take "all necessary action" to over-
haul the party and its way of function-
ing.

Rahul Gandhi's experiments with
internal democracy and his bid to
restore the Congress' pro-poor image
were not an outcome of the party's
drubbing. In his own way, he has been
emphatic about the need for these
changes ever since he joined his moth-

er in electoral politics back in 2004. All
these years, he has insisted on a trans-
formation through a process of political
inclusion and by levelling the party's
playing fields. All along, it was clear that
the project he had set for himself was
one for the long haul, with the democ-
ratisation of the party's youth wings-the
All India Youth Congress (AIYF) and
National Students Union of India
(NSUI)-only the first of more significant
campaigns to come.

All considered, Rahul Gandhi has
shown greater enthusiasm for flatten-
ing the party's top-down style of cen-
tralised command than either Sonia or
Rajiv Gandhi, or any of their predeces-
sors. In his time, Rajiv Gandhi had

denounced "brokers of power" who "dis-
pense patronage" and had turned "a
mass movement into a feudal oli-
garchy". He made this statement
almost a year after assuming charge as
India's Prime Minister. But he could
hardly take any concrete steps against
the ills he had spoken of. Sonia Gandhi,
on her part, set up a series of commit-
tees to review the party's organisational
structure and suggest corrective meas-
ures. All of them held up a lack of inter-
nal democracy as the party's most seri-
ous problem, yet the fear of upsetting
the status quo was so high that she
could act on none of these well-mean-
ing reports.

Rahul Gandhi began with small but

These murmurs did not stop even after the mother and son
showed up together at the party headquarters moments
after the final results. In that brief encounter with the press,
Sonia Gandhi acknowledged that the drubbing was a shock
and identified inflation as a major reason, while Rahul
Gandhi vowed to "give serious space to the common man in
our processes, in our systems and in our structures" and to
take "all necessary action" to overhaul the party and its
way of functioning.
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concrete steps. The Congress, like other
parties, is a tightly controlled body that
has traditionally thrived on loyalty. Of
course, the party has a constitution, but
it exists more on paper than in reality.
Many Congress leaders would boast
that even if the principle of election is
not followed strictly for the assignment
of roles, the party still functions in a
democratic manner, that its leaders
take decisions only after listening to the
opinions of other members. In one cru-
cial sense, this is true. In many cases of
selection, a two-way process has
indeed taken place or at least it looks
as if it has. But that is still selection, not
election. A leader knows he can survive
only if he has support from the top.
Rahul Gandhi's call for a transformation
would turn this state of affairs upside
down: with support from below no less
significant as that from above.

"Rahul thinks that this may be set
right," says a senior party leader, "He is
not ready to give it up simply because
some party leaders do not want it. He is
determined."

If the organisational part of his
reform agenda has unsettled some
party members, his attempts to woo the

poor and underprivileged-the social
groups the party has always banked
upon in moments of deep crisis-have
impressed even some of his detractors.
Many senior leaders of the party, even
though irked by his often brash attitude
to issues, agree that he has been con-
sistent in his effort to engage the coun-
try's poor and deprived. They also admit
that this is the best way for the party to
approach the General Election due next
May, especially as a point of contrast
with the BJP's prime ministerial candi-
date Narendra Modi, who is emerging in
popular perception as the favourite of
big business.

Undeniably, Rahul Gandhi has been
relentless in his endeavour to strike an
emotional chord with the poor. At an
election rally at Chittorgarh in
Rajasthan last month, for instance, he
had this to say: "On one side is the
Congress and the other is the
Opposition (read BJP). But there is a big
difference in their thinking. We say this
country is for everyone-the rich, the
poor, businessmen, Dalits. And they say
the focus should be on [a] select few.
They say if the government has to run, it
will run for industrialists. If you listen to

their speeches, you will hear about
roads, airports and infrastructure. But
you won't hear about human beings,
about poor people."

Even though this plank has yielded
no gains in the assembly elections, with
the party all but wiped out in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Delhi, Congress
insiders feel that it does hold out hope
for next year's Lok Sabha polls.
According to these insiders, it is
because of this ray of hope that pres-
sure is being mounted on the
Manmohan Singh Government to align
its policy framework with the party's
electoral needs.

It is unclear how close an alignment
can be made in the last five months of
the Union Government's term, but what
is certain is that both young leaders
and the party's old guard agree that this
is the only way to ensure the viability of
a credible secular alternative that could
contain a BJP resurgence.

It has been proven time and again
that no secular front is possible without
an explicit pro-poor agenda. The
urgency of it is also borne out by the
fact that only a shift in the
Government's policy direction can grant
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Rahul the credibility needed to make
the most of his plank.

In the current circumstances, prom-
ises alone-however noble they may
sound-are unlikely to fetch results as
they did in the past: whether it was the
1970s, when Indira Gandhi's 'Garibi
Hatao' worked wonders for her, or in
2004, when the party's 'Aam Aadmi'
slogan played a critical role in dislodg-
ing the NDA from power.

Such a policy shift would also come
in handy if Rahul Gandhi wants to open
a window of negotiation with the Left,
which many Congress leaders believe is
vital for the formation of a credible sec-
ular front. "Their words do not match
their deeds," says veteran Communist
leader AB Bardhan, referring to the
Congress. "This [coming together of the
two] is not possible with the kind of poli-
cies they are pursuing."

There are many ifs and buts, and
Rahul Gandhi would have to think in
broad terms if he wants to reform the
grand old party and retain its influence
over the country's direction. His fre-
quent meetings with CPM Politburo
member Sitaram Yechury-mostly in the
latter's Parlia- ment Annexe office-are
being watched silently by curious
observers. Yechury will have to play a
crucial role if at all the Congress and

Left join forces again.
The Congress is at a crucial junc-

ture. Its image is in ruins, its govern-
ment is unpopular and its leaders are
symbols of corruption and arrogance.
"It's true a number of trivial people
have been attracted to the party and
we have committed mistakes too,"
says a senior Congress leader, speak-
ing privately after the results, "but not
all of us are scoundrels. Many of us do
have noble ideals and genuinely want
to make the world a better place." The
leadership of Congress party is in a
state of paralysis wherein no SWOT is
conducted for any action, established
leadership gets away without any pun-
ishment for poor showing. Ahmed
Patel is de facto ruling India despite
destroying Gujrat, Digvijay Singh is
repeatedly rewarded for destroying MP,

Salman Khurshid & Gulam Nabi Azad
are muslim face in Congress party
credited with bringing zero support of
the community to the party, P
Chidambaram can barely win his par-
liamentary seat yet he runs govern-
ment of India with iron hands, Jairam
Ramesh is known to be unknown even
in his state but he is considered an
ideologue for Congress party. No
words are enough to describe Dr
Manmohan Singh, the PM of the coun-
try for Congress party.  Surely,
Congress party apex leadership has
made colossal error in selection of key
leaders to guide party and govern-
ment.  Rahul Gandhi did try to alter the
course within the party set up but the
structure became so thick that he
could not break the first cordon. And
the result is birth of AAP led by
Kejrewal.    

The illusionist's art, as politics in
India has been, is no longer working the
way it used to. The grand old party's
problem is how to sell an illusion now
that voters have seen it for what it is.
And in this reawakening of the elec-
torate lies Rahul Gandhi's real chal-
lenge. 

After all, politics matters.
By  Prashant  Tewari  -  inputs  from

open  magazine  &  first  post

There are many ifs and buts,
and Rahul Gandhi would
have to think in broad terms
if he wants to reform the
grand old party and retain its
influence over the country's
direction.
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Dr. Mordechai Kedar

The Shi'ite-Sunni conflict is the
most deadly and unsolvable con-
flict in the MIddle East and it is

between Muslims. It is, for example, the
basis for the great hostility between
Saudi Arabia and Iran.

In the past, there have been
attempts to mediate and reconcile the
two streams of Islam, but the all-out
war being conducted in Syria forthe
past three years has shuffled all the
cards.

This week, on the tenth of the month
of Muharram, the first month of the Hijri
calendar, is Ashura, which at first was
akin to the Jewish Day of Atonement,
Yom Kippur, occurring on a similar date.
However, over the years, this day has
become a memorial day for Hussein bin
Ali, leader of the Shi'ite sect, who was
executed by the army of the Sunni
regime in southern Iraq in the year 680
CE, 1333 years ago.

He was decapitated and his head
was ceremoniously brought to
Damascus as proof that the deed had
been carried out. Caliph Yazid bin
Muawiyah placed Hussein's head on his
table and left it there for a month, so
that all could see the fate that befalls a
rebel and would be deterred from
behaving as he did. The fact that
Hussein was the grandson of
Mohammad the prophet of Islam did
not prevent the caliph from treating
Hussein's head in this manner.

What is the cause of the Shi'ite-
Sunni conflict? Why the terrible cruelty
that has been characteristic of this con-
flict even until today?

The story begins in the year 632, the
moment that Muhammad died.
Immediately upon his death the strug-
gle began over who would succeed to
the most powerful position in Islam -
the office of Caliph, Muhammad's
replacement and the leader of Islam. Ali
bin Abi Talib was Muhammad's cousin

and son-in-law, since he was married to
Fatima, daughter of Allah's messenger
and his first wife, Hadija. Fatima bore to
Ali two sons, Hasan and Hussein, and
two daughters - Zainab and Umm
Kulthum.

While Muhammad was still alive, his
daughter Fatima quarreled with Aisha,
Muhammad's last wife, who was
younger than Fatima by several years.
After Muhammad's death, Aisha's

father, Abu Bakr, was appointed as the
leader of Islam, which was against
Fatima's wishes, who saw her husband
Ali as the natural successor to
Muhammad, since he was
Muhammad's cousin and son-in-law, as
well as the father of Muhammad's
grandchildren.

There were severe struggles among
the group of people that surrounded
the first three caliphs, Abu Bakr, Umar

THE MOST DEADLY
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

IS SHIA VS SUNNI
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and Uthman because of the family feud
over who would inherit the leadership.

Ali was eventually appointed as the
fourth caliph in the year 656 after his
predecessor, Uthman, was murdered.
Those who opposed Ali, principally
members of the Umayyah family,
accused him of being involved in the
murder of Uthman and during all five
years that he ruled, he had to fight his
adversaries continually. The governor of
Syria, Muawiya, rose up and pro-
nounced himself caliph. His son, Yazid,
was the caliph who gave the instruc-
tions to murder Hussein bin Ali.

The murder of Hussein occurred in
Southern Iraq, near the city of Karbala.
He was murdered together with several
dozens of his friends and family mem-
bers, with only one baby surviving to
continue the dynasty. The murder,
which occurred in 680 - remains the
defining event for "Shi'at Ali", the "sect
of Ali", which is the source of the name
"Shia" or Shi'ite, the name of the stream
of Islam that supports the leadership of
Ali's descendants.

This family conflict has been ongo-

ing for almost 1400 years. Until the year
1258, with the fall of Baghdad, the cap-
ital of the Abbasid dynasty, all of the
caliphs of Islam for over six hundred
years were from Muhammad's tribe, the
tribe of Quraysh, but they were never
the descendants of Ali. This situation
placed Shi'a in continual opposition to
the ruling regime and they became a
harshly persecuted group throughout
the history of Islam.

The struggle between the two
groups has led to the development of
great differences between the two in
every area of religious life: religious
laws are different, the theology is differ-
ent, and even the basic scriptures are
different: The Shi'ites claim that the
Sunnis omitted two chapters from the
Qur'an where the leadership was prom-
ised to Ali and his descendants, while
the Sunnis claim that these two chap-
ters were fabricated by the Shi'ites. The
oral law is also different, because each
side invented stories about Muhammad
to support their political position.

In their prayers, the Shi'ites curse
the first three caliphs for stealing the

rule from Ali, and they add passages
that praise and exalt Ali. Therefore
there are many among the Sunnis,
especially the Wahhabis of Saudi
Arabia, who consider Shi'a as a kind of
fundamental heresy. The Saudi regime
forbids the Shi'ite minority to recite the
call to prayer aloud, because even in
the muezzin's call to prayer there is an
extra part praising Ali.

The Shi'ites commemorate the
Ashura - a memorial day for the murder
of Hussein bin Ali - with very impressive
events of "ta'aziah" (consolation). In
some places they march in the streets
and beat their backs with knives and
chains even to the point of drawing
blood, and in other places they meet to
recite laments, weeping and wailing. All
of these events carry a harsh anti-Sunni
message, which perpetuates the hostil-
ity between the two groups of Islam.

Shi'ites are persecuted in every
Islamic country where they do not rule:
Saddam Hussein forbade the Shi'ites to
commemorate Ashura, and on that day,
Shi'ites were forbidden to gather in the
streets. Any group of more than three
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Shi'ites that was caught in public on
this day was sent to prison.

In Lebanon, the Shi'ites were a mar-
ginal, oppressed and degraded group.
This provided the social background for
the development of Hizb'Allah
(Hezbollah, on Google), which eventual-
ly took control of Lebanon in revenge for
hundreds of years of oppression and
marginalization.

In one of the Arab villages in north-
ern Israel, a number of families
changed over to the Shi'ite side of Islam
after Hezbollah's "divine victory" in
2006, and as a result, these families
have been banned: their youth were
expelled from the schools and the
stores in the village were closed to
them.

A few months ago in Egypt, a leader
of the small Shi'ite sect was slaugh-
tered together with several of his aides,
and in Europe there are mosques that
have been built with Saudi money on
condition that Shi'ites will not be per-
mitted to enter their gates.

Iran's behavior totally fits with the
history of the battle between Shi'a and
Sunna: the Iranian, Shi'ite Ayatollahs'
sweetest dream is to control Mecca and
Medina, so that they can throw the
Sunni Wahhabis out of these Islamic
holy places, and restore the Shi'ites, the
descendants of Ali, the fourth caliph, to
power. This is the basis for the great

hostility between Saudi Arabia and Iran,
and the sense of a great and real threat
that Saudi Arabia feels these days
because of the Iranian military nuclear
project.

Israel is a punching bag for both
streams of Islam: the Sunnis see
Jerusalem as the third holiest place in
Islam as a result of the political prob-
lems of the seventh century, when the
House of Umayyah, which ruled in
Damascus, adopted Jerusalem as the
religious and political center to com-
pete with Mecca. The Shi'ites - tradi-
tionally - did not see Jerusalem as a
holy place, because it had been "sancti-
fied" by the House of Umayyah, the
despised murderers of Hussein bin Ali.

But in modern politics, both sides
compete against each other in the
struggle for religious legitimacy,
because each side wants to present
itself as the better jihad fighter against
the Jews. Thus, Jerusalem is "holy" to
the Shi'ites too: Iran established the
"Quds" force ("Quds" is "holy" in Arabic,
and part of the Arabic name for
Jerusalem: al-Quds) to spread terror
throughout the world, and every year
Hezbollah organizes "Jerusalem Day" in
conjunction with the Iranians.

But the ongoing political wars
between Sunna and Shi'a still cause
many thousands of deaths: the eight
year war (1980-1988) between Iraq,

which was then ruled by the Sunni
Saddam Hussein, and Iran of the Shi'ite
Ayatollahs, resulted in well over a mil-
lion deaths on both sides, all of whom
were Muslims who were killed by other
Muslims. Since 2003, Iraq has returned
to sectarian war as Sunni jihadists blow
up car bombs and truck bombs in
Shi'ite neighborhoods, and in revenge,
Shi'ites blow up vehicles loaded with
explosives in Sunnis areas. This front
has cost the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of men, women and children
until now.

Shi'ite commemorative events such
as the Ashura (which occurs this week)
and the fortieth day afterward, are "spe-
cial favorites" of Sunni terror operatives,
because the mass processions and
large gatherings of Shi'ites in ta'aziah
rituals make an attractive and effective
target for anyone who is interested in
harming Shi'ites. In a number of past
events it was enough for a rumor to be
spread that a terrorist had entered the
Shi'ite crowd to cause a stampede
causing hundreds of people to fall from
bridges and be trampled to death.

There are groups of Shi'ites in
Pakistan and Afghanistan as well. The
members of these groups are consid-
ered to be unclean and Shi'ite mosques
in these cities are a regular target for
terror attacks by radical Sunnis, espe-
cially members of al-Qaeda. In the past,
there have been attempts to mediate
and reconcile the two streams of Islam,
but the all-out war being conducted in
Syria for the past three years has shuf-
fled all the cards, because in this coun-
try too, supported by Iranian weapons,
monies and Shi'ite fighters, the Alawite,
"infidel regime" has been ceaselessly
slaughtering its Sunni citizens, and has
caused the death of about two hundred
thousand citizens and has made
refugees of millions of people, who are
living a life of suffering and misery.

Ali and Muawiya, the fourth and fifth
caliphs from the middle of the seventh
century, have been in their graves for
some time, but the struggle between
them for the rule of Islam continues to
claim casualties among their support-
ers and adherents, who are all, every
single one, Muslims.

Dr.  Mordechai  Kedar  is  a  senior  lec-
turer  in  the  Department  of  Arabic  at
Bar-IIlan  University.  He  served  in  IDF
Military  Intelligence  for  25  years,  spe-
cializing  in  Arab  political  discourse,
Arab  mass  media,  Islamic  groups  and
the  Syrian  domestic  arena.  Translated
from  Hebrew  by  SallyZahav  with  per-
mission  from  the  author.  
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Earlier this month I was on a trip to
India on the invitation of
Ambassador of Japan in India. My

task being to attract Indian students to
Japan.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Japan
International Corporation Agency of
Japan are working on collaboration with
new IIT Hyderabad. The discussions
started coinciding with a major India
Japan conference I led as the President
of IIT Alumni Association in Japan in
2007, leading to a significant group of
top Japanese universities and industry

collaboration along with government
financing for IIT Hyderabad.

But there remain significant chal-
lenges in attracting the students of IIT
Hyderabad to Japan which requires a
very holistic promotion of Japan as a
destination for higher education as well
as for future career, for what indeed
offers a huge untapped potential
between India and Japan.

Earlier in the year I was invited to
speak at a seminar by JICA promoting a
new scheme to support Japanese
industry going to India. If one looks

deeper JICA has been supporting India
in very significant ways for decades,
including projects like drinking water,
rural development and Delhi Metro. But
unfortunately there is not enough
awareness of JICA's efforts in India.

Similarly many other Japanese gov-
ernment organizations have very signif-
icant schemes to help connect Japan
with overseas, with a special strategic
interest in India in particular. Japan
Bank of International Cooperation has
been financing many projects in India
on low interest rate and recently they

Japanese government's
efforts towards India
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announced a new scheme for financing
overseas purchase of Japanese tech-
nology. I also get inquiries from a
Private Equity fund set up by Ministry of
Economy Trade and Industry for proj-
ects in India. JETRO has been working
on connecting India and Japan for long
years expanding their offices in India
rapidly. Recently an official of Bank of
Japan sought my advice for promoting a
low interest rate financing scheme for
banks in Japan, including foreign
banks, meant for financing overseas
firms. And I also work closely with
Mitsubishi Estate for a Tokyo
Metropolitan Government's project to
support entry of foreign companies in
Japan including an India Economic
Zone in central Tokyo jointly set up in
collaboration with my company.

The rationale behind the Japanese
government efforts is quite understand-
able. Japan has a huge accumulation of
financial and technological assets,
much more than needed in the already
well developed and shirking domestic

market, but at the same time the
domestic market is still large enough
and very convenient for small and medi-

um size Japanese companies to grow
sufficiently. This along with the cultural
and language differences and conven-
ience of a homogenous easy-to-under-
stand-domestic-market, Japanese com-
panies still find it unattractive and diffi-
cult to venture overseas in the short
term. But this slowness creates a risk of
losing the value of investible money as
well as getting side-lined in the global
race, hence there is a strategic need for
overseas expansion. Given the long
term strategic need it becomes a
responsibility of the government to help
in the process as is indeed evidently
seen in various schemes I mentioned
above.

Now the weakness of Japanese
media overseas compounded by the
language difference and a culture of
modesty of Japan, such schemes are
not known well enough overseas.
Needless to say, its not just the
Japanese industry but also the
Japanese government which needs
good marketing overseas.

The rationale behind the
Japanese government efforts
is quite understandable.
Japan has a huge
accumulation of financial and
technological assets, much
more than needed in the
already well developed and
shirking domestic market, but
at the same time the
domestic market is still large
enough and very convenient
for small and medium size
Japanese companies to grow
sufficiently.



O P I N I O N   E X P R E S S January 2014 43

It would be safe to say that the
4G network in India is in a nas-
cent stage, with only Airtel cur-

rently offering 4G services in
select circles. But Reliance
Industries Limited (RIL) Chairman
and CEO Mukesh Ambani is feel-
ing bullish about the future of
broadband and data services in
India. 

Reliance Jio Infocomm, the tele-
com business division of RIL, is the
only company to secure an India-wide
permit for 4G services. Speaking at
the company's Annual General
Meeting, Ambani said "We are bullish
on India's digital markets."

Ambani added that data serv-
ices will be more widely available
and, more importantly, prices for
high-speed connectivity will soon
fall. "Broadband prices will fall
drastically with this telecom foray,"
he said. 

Reliance's telecom business
currently employs 3,000 individu-
als and Ambani told shareholders
that there will be a huge rise in
recruitment for the telecom arm.
The company is set to increase
staff in the telecom division to
10,000 in 2014. That would be
right on time for the big 4G launch.
Reliance's 4G services are said to
start at the end of the year and
Ambani believes there is a huge
opportunity in the telecom market
for building business from the
ground up. Speaking about the
possible benefits of widespread
high-speed connectivity, the CEO
mentioned that it could usher in
the era of digital currency to India. 

Ambani added that Reliance
will be investing Rs 1,50,000
crore in the next three years into
its various divisions. "RIL is mak-
ing huge investments at a time of
global economic slowdown.
Investment in manufacturing and
retail will spur growth," he told
shareholders.

Broadband prices to fall
drastically in India -

Mukesh Ambani
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The first look at Samsung
Galaxy Grand 2 

Samsung just made the Galaxy
Grand 2 official and we were one of the
lucky ones to get an early hands-on with
the device. The smartphone will be hit-
ting stores in the first week of January,
which is when the final retail price will
be revealed. With an estimated price of
Rs 23,000, the Grand 2 will compete
directly with the Lenovo Vibe X. Here
are our first impressions with the
Grand's second coming.

Much better looking than
the Grand

You'll be glad to know that it looks
and feels a lot better than its predeces-
sor. The Grand 2 or SM-G7102 borrows
some design elements from the Note 3
and past Samsung handsets. The
slightly larger 5.2-inch screen is now
longer rather than wider so it's much
easier to hold with one hand. Single-
handed operation is still challenging
however, unless you have absurdly long
fingers. The HD display is a welcomed
addition and even though the pixel

count is not high enough, it's much bet-
ter than what Samsung offered us the
first time. There's barely any pixilation
around icons and text is better to read
without having to strain your eyes.
Sadly, it's still a TFT display and not IPS,
so viewing angles and colours are strict-
ly average.

Faux-leather once again
The chrome trim on the sides add

some bling factor but sadly, it will
inevitably start chipping and fading over
time. The faux-leather back is taken
straight from the Note 3 and looks a lot
better than the glossy back of the pred-
ecessor. The phone is comfortable to
hold and is fairly slim as well, which is
good.

The Grand 2 also debuts Club
Samsung - a new service which lets you
stream (or purchase) localised content -
music, movies, web clips live TV, etc.
Currently, only movies and music is
available, but others should be ready
soon by the time the phone hits retail.

The Grand 2 comes with Android 4.3
Jelly Bean along with Samsung's
TouchWiz interface. The UI wasn't very

smooth however and we noticed quite a
bit of lag when jumping around apps
and homescreens. This could be
restricted to the demo units alone so
we'll have to wait till we get our hands
on the final unit. Just like the first
phone, the Grand 2 is also a dual-SIM
handset so you can use one SIM for
calling and the other for data. 

The Samsung Galaxy Grand 2 is def-
initely a worthy successor to the Grand
as it improves upon many of the pain
points from the first version. The
biggest of all has to be the higher reso-
lution display, better aesthetics and a
larger battery. While there's little doubt
the Grand 2 will be a bit hit next year,
we're not sure if it will be the best buy at
around Rs 23,000. By the time it actu-
ally launches, we'll have phones like the
Lenovo Vibe X and Gionee Elife E7 out
in the market, which will hover around
that ball park. Compared to the Grand
2, these phones offer a richer feature
set and much better displays, the latter
being a key factor in today's smart-
phone experience. We foresee a big
price cut heading for the Grand 2 as its
current asking price feels a bit much. 
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New  Delhi: BSNL in association with
Pantel Technologies Private Limited
(PTPL), a pioneer in the affordable
tablet PC(s) market in India, today
launched the "Bharat Phone" PF300.

The 'SaareJahan Se Acha' Bharat
Phone will dramatically alter the Indian
Feature Phone Industry with the device
being especially optimized for Internet
Access. 

Penta Bharat Phone: 3 inch large
screen display with dual SIM at Rs.
1,799/- with 1,200 minutes of BSNL
talk-time bundled FREE. It is India's first
Internet access ready phone at this
price and has been designed specially
for E-Governance applications for the
common man.  

Providing Internet access on a sub-
Rs.2,000 phone for the first time in
India

Damdaar battery - with standby time
of 15 days and talktime of 8hrs. 

1200 mins of talktime FREE on the
BSNL network

This device will deliver the power of
the Internet in the hands of the com-
mon man. The large screen and the pro-
prietary JAVA Operating System are ide-
ally suited for applications like mobile
banking, tele-medical care delivery and
streaming data delivery - in addition to
being a Voice Phone. It additionally
comes pre-bundled with a highly attrac-
tive 1,200 minutes of Voice Plan from
BSNL (100 minutes of talk-time free

every month for 12 months). 
Penta Bharat Phone is a revolution-

ary 3" JAVA enabled feature phone. It
allows internet browsing facilities
including Email, Facebook, download-
ing of music and videos, and Java
games. Bharat Phone has Dual SIM
functionalitywith Dual Standby; 1.3
Mega Pixel rear Camera; Bluetooth for
superfast sharing of files; a
damdaar1800 mAh Lithium-Ion battery
that deliversupto 8 hrs of talktime and
15 days standby time; 64MB RAM
&64MB of internal storage; SMS
Scheduler; rich multimedia gaming
experience and mobile tracker. This
super-slim PentaBharat Phone also
supports Auto Voice Call Recording;

SMS Scheduler and Stereo FM &
Recording. This device comes pre-bun-
dled with 1200 minutes of talktime on
the BSNL network. 

About Pantel Technologies
Pantel Technologies sells innovative

ICT products under the brand name of
PENTA across 5 continents, making it
India's first multinational hardware
brand. Our product range includes
Tablet PC(s), Smart Phones and Feature
Phones today. In addition, the company
is focused on the priority sectors of edu-
cation, healthcare and e-governance
through design and implementation of
innovative solutions built around the
Penta Smart device range. 

BSNL launches the 'Bharat
Phone'range with Pantel

Technologies for the common man

This device will deliver the
power of the Internet in the
hands of the common man.
The large screen and the
proprietary JAVA Operating
System are ideally suited for
applications like mobile
banking, tele-medical care
delivery and streaming data
delivery - in addition to being
a Voice Phone.
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GOPIO Upper New York chapter
held a well attended seminar on
September 7, 2013 to commem-

orate the centennial of the Gadar
Movement. It was a well organized sem-
inar with capacity audience for the
Brunch event held at the Caribbean
Cabana in Richmond Hill, Queens, New
York. The program was coordinated and
emceed by Jhairam Persaud, President
of the GOPIO Upper New York chapter,
and ably assisted by members of the
chapter's executives. The event is one
of the continuing series of GOPIO Gadar
Centennial Commemoration events in
the USA, following previous events in
Washington DC, Los Angeles and
Atlanta.

After introductions and welcome by
GOPIO Upper New York President
Jhairam Persaud, GOPIO International
President Ashook Ramsaran spoke
about GOPIO as the globally recognized
advocacy organization of the Indian
Diaspora, as well GOPIO's role in high-
lighting the centennial of the Gadar
Movement and the worldwide com-
memoration in 2013. Former GOPIO
Upper New York President Satruhan

Sukdeo gave a compelling presentation
on the Gadar movement and its impli-
cations to the freedom movement in
India and other countries. Gurpal Singh,
Co-founder and Director of SEVA NY,
discussed the history of the Gadar
Movement with its beginnings in USA,
and the sacrifices and struggles to gain

India's independence from the British.
Audience participation was interactive
and vibrant with questions and com-
ments on the Gadar Movement and
similarities with other Independence
Movements.

GOPIO initiative to highlight the
extraordinary contributions of the
heroes of the Gadar Movement with the
objective to inform, promote, recognize,
acknowledge and commemorate the
Gadar Centennial as a truly well
deserved tribute at the highest levels,
on a global scale, was acknowledged.

Special guest Lena Armoudom of
Reunion Island was introduced and
spoke on PIOs and their efforts at
recognition and becoming more active
in GOPIO and the Indian Diaspora.
Patsy Leopold, GOPIO Upper New York
Secretary and Vice President Dev
Chedda presented "Global Indian
Diaspora" and "Gadar Heroics" books to
Gurpal Singh and Satruhan Sukdeo
respectively. Premnauth Singh conclud-
ed the event with appreciation and
thanks to presenters and attendees.

Contributed  by  Patsy  Leopold
(GOPIO  Upper  New  York)    

GADAR COMMEMORATION
CONTINUES WITH GOPIO UPPER 

NEW YORK CELEBRATION

Jhairam Persaud, Patsy Leopold, Dev Chedda, Satruhan Sukdeo, Lena Armoudom, Ramesh Kalicharan, Premnauth Singh,
Naidoo Veerappen, Ashook Ramsaran, Gurpaul Singh, Netram Rambudhan

After introductions and
welcome by GOPIO Upper
New York President Jhairam
Persaud, GOPIO
International President
Ashook Ramsaran spoke
about GOPIO as the globally
recognized advocacy
organization of the Indian
Diaspora, as well GOPIO's
role in highlighting the
centennial of the Gadar
Movement and the worldwide
commemoration in 2013



O P I N I O N   E X P R E S S January 2014 47

Born and brought up in India, I
belong to a well established
Business family. I graduated as

Bachelor of Commerce (Honors). I have
always stood out be it in the field of
academics or extra-curricular activities
and was the school captain.

I have grown up having a strong
Passion/Inclination towards Fashion
trends, Media and Aviation and always
wanted to become a Fashion designer
or a Flight Attendant.

During my higher Secondary and
College days I was voted as Miss St
George's and Miss St John's. Evaluation
Process involved - Overall Personality,
Dressing, academics, Conduct,
Leadership qualities and involvement in
extra curricular activities.

As they say Life is a Journey carved
by the almighty, a corner of my heart
always drew me towards aviation and I
would always apply for an opening with
a reputed commercial airline, like any
other girl I too wanted to take to the
skies and travel the world. One fine day
I got a call from Qatar Airways for an
opening in Doha, Qatar . It was like a
first step towards a dream coming true,
I passed in flying colors and was given
an opportunity to join the Airline .I
worked for Qatar Airways based Doha
for approx 4 + years . 

I moved to Kenya in 2006 .Nairobi
was a Culture shock. However what I
loved the most about Nairobi, Kenya in
my initial days was the weather and the
warmth of People in this part of the
World which is unmatched. Now I know
why people say - Nobody can match
East African Hospitality. Whoever I met
welcomed me with open arms and
made me feel a part of their lives. 

In couple of Months with the love
and support, Nairobi grew up on me
and as they say - HOME IS WHERE
HEART IS, Nairobi became my 2nd
Home.

After making loads of Friends in
Nairobi and getting the true feel of
Kenya, I realized that Kenya had lots to
offer to the World and had a rich

Cosmopolitan flair to it, which is a hid-
den treasure. I observed that Kenyans
love being fashionable and My passion
for Fashion came back to life . That was
how "Just Like That Ltd." was born and
with my love for diversity today Just Like
That Ltd "has 4 divisions- Fashion;
Events; Modeling; Travel.

Being born in India, In such a short
time of my stay in Kenya I have been
warmly excepted and appreciated for
my contribution towards the Fashion
and Entertainment Industry in Kenya,
This for me is a huge achievement. Just
like that ltd "today is a household
brand. The Brand" Just Like that is syn-
onymous with Quality and Exclusivity.

Q. Sonu is a performer, organizer
but what motivates you to excel in
life??

Answer- My creativity runs on engine
of Passion. Everything I do is my pas-
sion and when you have passion for
what you do you are not working a day" 

Q. Your message to young women
of India? 

Answer- Be Confident and know that
you are iquely Beautiful & Creative in
your own way. Let your Imagination
Flow..Dream and Believe in your dream,
Sky is the limit !

(Interviewed  by  Lakshmi  R  )

ACHIEVEMENTS & AWARDS
Just Like That Ltd -has brought a

new dawn that has revolutionized
Fashion and Entertainment scene in
Kenya - JUST LIKE THAT. ." 

I did my First Fashion Show in 2008.
In my first couple of collections i intro-
duced a blend of Indo- Afro fusion cloth-
ing to the Kenyan Fashion scene, which
originates from a mix of Indian ele-
ments and a strong western influence,
to give a very contemporary expression
with a Global Appeal It was a huge suc-
cess and the reaction from People from
all walks of life was overwhelming. The

PIO PERSON OF THE MONTH -  SONU SHARMA 

'Life is journey carved
by the Almighty' 
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Event was covered by all mainstream
media Channels.

Voted as Top 100 Kenyan Asians of
Kenya by National Tabloid. Was voted
as the Fashion Ambassador Kenya
2009 /2010- By "The Star
Tabloid".Invited to represent Kenya at
various Fashion Shows across the
globe. The phenomenal response that I
get from the audience and International
media is simply amazing. I am also
Invited Designer & Speaker for various
events in the country. Official Designer
& Organizer o f the TRENDZ KENYA
WORLD FASHION WEEK

The Fashion Event Voted as the
most Glamorous and sought after event
of the country.

Invited Guest on Africa's most popu-
lar TV Channel M-NET, PATRICIA'S
SHOW, K24 & Applauded by Many other

main stream Media channels across
East Africa.

"Just Like That Ltd." has held various
High Profile Fashion Shows/Events in
Kenya and beyond its borders which
have been Applauded by all main
stream Media Houses Locally &
Internationally, setting a Benchmark in
the Kenyan Fashion & Entertainment
Industry.

FASHION
I pioneered the introduction of Indo-

African fusion designs which are mainly
a mixture of Indian drapes with  local
heritage African fabric like
Kanga,Kitenge & Kikoy with fine detail-
ing. Usage of  beads, sequins, zari  and
bold colors cut in chic style with a con-
temporary expression with a global
appeal . Mixing traditional with non-tra-

ditional the designs are elegant, edgy
and sophisticated.

It's all about creating Global Styles
without losing sight of Tradition. As I
believe that "Today's woman whether
from the corporate world or a girl next
door are far more conscious of their
appearance and are willing to experi-
ment with their clothes, they want to be
traditional yet fashionable.

I particularly love African Fashion for
its bold, vibrant color combinations and
dazzling patterns hence also intro-
duced -"THE MODERN KANGA" a blend
of African Kanga (cotton fabric synony-
mous with East Africa) with vintage fab-
rics reflecting a modern day African
wear with an International look. Every
piece in the collection is unique in its
own way, prominently bringing out femi-
nism of the African woman .

As a designer you need to have an
eye for beauty. You need to be imagina-
tive and convert that to
reality."Imagination is key to Creativity. I
definitely believe that my designs are
not something only for the ramp, but
can be worn by a girl next door, Its for
the woman of today, who looks inward
for inspiration" Fashion is what looks
good on you and color is what suits you"
hence the variation in my Designs to
make you feel confident, chic, stylish
and be Trendsetters. 

The reaction from People of all
walks of life and local mainstream
media houses has been overwhelming
There is no bigger satisfaction a design-
er can get than people appreciating
your creativity…A designer's feed is
appreciation. I have represented Kenya
in various Fashion weeks and Organize
Annual Trendz Kenya World Fashion
Week.

In 2014, I have been Invited to rep-
resent Kenya at "Goa International
Fashion Week "to be held at Marriot
from 27-30th Jan' Where I will be
launching my 1st ever authentic African
Kikoy collection for the Indian market .

EVENTS
I do believe that "We are all the

same till we do something
different..Different enough to change
things" and that's what I wanted to do.  

Kenya is a melting pot of cultures
and Fashion scene in Kenya is evolving
rapidly. Kenya has lots to offer to the
World. To take Kenyan Fashion to
greater heights and get the due recog-
nition it deserves from around the
world, In year 2010, I held the 1st
Trendz Kenya World Fashion Week, I
wanted to bring the world to Kenya and
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take Kenya to the world. 
Today the event attracts designers

from East Africa and across the globe
and has evolved to become the most
sought after fashion platform in Sub
Saharan  Africa, Aimed at showcasing
Nairobi, Kenya as the next Fashion &
Urban Lifestyle capital of Africa . With
the love and support of all, in 4 years,
Trendz Kenya World Fashion Week has
hosted Designers from across the
Globe -United States of America, United
Kingdom, South Africa, Nigeria,
Tanzania, Ivory Coast, France Including
India s -Anita Dongre (Mumbai) Jattin
Kochar (Delhi), Dev R Nil (Kolkata).

Trendz Kenya World Fashion
Week,Season 5- is scheduled for late
July 2014, Nairobi, Kenya .

Apart from the annual Fashion
Event "Just Like That Ltd" also hosts
International Deejay's & Live
Performing artists.

Keeping In mind the large Indian

community in Nairobi  ,I felt that there
was need for more entertainment for us
,being away from home the two things
which we all relate to  -Cricket and
Bollywood . And what better way to
enjoy than music and dance which
appeals to all .Some of the names who
have been hosted here are Live per-
forming artists Like -Hari & Sukhmani
from Coke Studio, Deejay Lemon,
Amour, Sahil, Kiran (Winners of All India
DJ Awards)

BRIEF ON KENYA / CAPITAL
- NAIROBI

The East African region is home to
approx 500,000 people of Indian
Origin, Second largest in Africa.
Majority of Indians are based in Kenya
.The Indian Community in Kenya is
found in all occupations - Business,
bureaucracy and the professions and
living mainly in the Urban areas of
Nairobi and Mombasa. A good chunk of

above Hold PIO/OCI status.
Nairobi is now one of the most

prominent cities in Africa both political-
ly and financially. Home to thousands of
Businesses and over 100 major inter-
national companies and organizations,
including TATA , RELIANCE GROUP , AIR-
TEL , United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) , the main co-ordi-
nating and headquarters for the UN in
Africa & Middle East, the United
Nations Office in Nairobi (UNON),
Nairobi is an established hub for busi-
ness and culture. The Nairobi Stock
Exchange (NSE) is one of the largest in
Africa and the second oldest exchange
on the continent. It is Africa's fourth
largest exchange in terms of trading vol-
ume and capable of making 10 million
trades a day. The Globalization and
World Cities Study Group and Network
(GAWC) defines Nairobi as a prominent
social cent.

The Indian in East Africa have
brought India with him and kept it invio-
late. Today, the Indian community in
Kenya is dispersed throughout the
country.  Despite varying degrees of
acculturation, most have retained their
strong Indian ties and traditions, and
are a close-knit, endogamous commu-
nity and they play a key role in the econ-
omy. Many are engaged in business
and retail, and the community enjoys a
relatively prosperous status. Indian
temples and mosques can be found all
over the country, whilst there are more
than 20 Sikh gurdwaras.

Kenya is also the fastest growing
Economy in Africa. Kenya's economic
gains over the past few years are
impressive, particularly coming as they
have in a context of global weakness
and uncertainty.

There is also a great deal that is rel-
evant to Africa from Kenya's experience
and how it addresses the challenges
ahead. This is a region experiencing a
burst of growth and optimism. 

Indeed, 'Africa Rising' will be the
topic of a major conference that the
IMF and the Mozambican government
will jointly hold in Maputo in May 2014. 

Africa is moving forward, and the
world is taking note of its dynamism.
Kenya is one of the countries where
Africa's recent progress is evident and
where the opportunities for economic
transformation and growth are mani-
fest. 

Being 5000 ft above sea level,
Nairobi is lush green and enjoys one of
the best climate in the world.

Kenya is home to Indians mainly
from the state of Gujarat and Punjab.
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One man army, surely Aamir Khan
can be rated as the best actor in
Bollywood. Aamir Khan

#Abhishek Bachchan #Katrina Kaif
stars in the latest version of Dhoom
series. In 1987, a masterpiece called
Hard Ticket to Hawaii arrived in the-
atres. It chronicled two Playboy models
sent undercover to Hawaii to bust a dia-
mond racket and battle a mutant
snake. Why am I telling you about Hard
Ticket to Hawaii? Because like that film,
Dhoom:3 is stupid, ridiculously over the
top, unbelievably hammy, hilariously
terrible cheesy, contrived and non-stop
fun. Back in 2008, director Vijay
Krishna Acharya made Tashan which
flopped because believe it or not, it was
way ahead of its time. Had it released
today, in the post Rohit Shetty-Prabhu
Deva Rs 100-crore era, it would easily
have made a few hundred crores.
Acharya got a second chance with
Dhoom:3 and with its humongous
budget, he's really let his imagination
go berserk. Aamir Khan makes his entry
by running vertically down a building,
with currency notes flying everywhere
and a background score that sounds
like "We want chocolate we want choco-
late". Abhishek Bachchan makes his
entry by breaking through a concrete
wall in an auto rickshaw, then jumps
over rooftops in the auto and then does
Tom Cruise's Mission Impossible 2 bike
stunts with the auto. Katrina Kaif
makes her entry by doing a Marky Mark-
"Good Vibrations"-style, five-minute-
long aerobics workout (and/or
striptease) as an impromptu audition
for The Great Indian Circus in Chicago.
Really, Dhoom:3 is Dhoom to the power
of 3. It's 27 times as ridonkulous as the
previous Dhoom films in every depart-
ment. The longer it runs, the more pre-
posterous it gets, and you can't help but
admire it for what it is. The action
sequences were most certainly con-
ceived during a drunken chor-police
game that Acharya played with his toys
one night. You see Khan driving a bike
that turns into a boat that turns into a
submarine that turns into a bike. You
get Bachchan Jr tailing Aamir's bike
boat marine while clinging on to the
rope ladder of a helicopter. You get

Uday Chopra wearing a Captain Jack
Sparrow costume and chasing Khan on
a BMW in random corridors. And don't
you dare think there is no substance to
this movie. Prepare to have your mind
blown - the villain in the film is not
Khan, but banks. Yes, Dhoom:3 is a
social commentary on the postmodern
world being afflicted by the tyranny of
bankers. It's deep stuff. In one scene, a
wicked man looks at the camera grimly
and tells a destitute common man, "We
are bankers. We understand the world
of money." And since this is a Dhoom
movie you get a ginormous buffet of
bad acting, cheesy romance, dreadful
songs and plot holes so big you could
drive Van Damme's Volvo trucks
through them. It's not fair to take pot
shots at Chopra because he's the only
genuine element in the film - all of his
jokes are self-referential. Bachchan Jr
doesn't do much more than grimace a
couple of times and walk around
extremely determined. With her back
perpetually arched, midriff perpetually
bare and dialogue perpetually corny,
Katrina comes off like a parody of an
action movie heroine. But Dhoom:3 will
be remembered for being the point
where Khan gleefully ignored all of the
accolades he's ever received for being a

good actor. He clearly worked extremely
hard on his muscles, but every dialogue
he utters magically produces ham
hocks around the screen. In the film
he's either a) Too serious, and hence
unintentionally funny or b) Completely
barmy, and hence unintentionally
funny. Khan is a good dramatic actor
and a great comedic actor, but is not a
commercial action hero. Someone
needed to tell him to lighten up a bit.
This is a Dhoom movie after all. You
may have predicted all of the above
things, but nothing will prepare you for
the barn burning 'twist' just before the
interval. You can see it coming, but you
desperately wish and pray for that to
not be the case. But it does come, and
you're left groaning in defeat, wrapping
your face with as many palms as you
can find. It's the kind of stuff you'd see
in Hard Ticket to Hawaii and the twelve
other films by the director Andy Sidaris,
all twelve of which are available in a sin-
gle DVD pack with your neighbor hood
pirate.

It is certain that Dhoom 3 will break
box office records though you may find
large number of critics suggesting neg-
ative reviews too. Already there is a
polarization for and against for the
movie globally.  

DHOOM 3 - Another mega
hit from Aamir Khan
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