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A dispassionate assessment of Netaji and his 
contribution to India’s Freedom Struggle
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Subhas Chandra Bose, a man of huge stature who admired Gan-
dhi but despaired at his aims and methods, and became a bitter 
rival of Nehru. Bose played a very active and prominent role in In-

dia’s political life post 1930s. For example, he was twice (1938 and 1939) 
elected President of the Indian National Congress, the 
country’s most important political force for freedom 
from the Raj, or British rule. While his memory is still 
held in high esteem in India, in the West Bose is much 
less revered, largely because of his wartime collabora-
tion with the Axis powers. Both before and during the 
Second World War, Bose worked tirelessly to secure 
German and Japanese support in freeing his beloved 
homeland of foreign rule. During the final two years 

of the war, Bose with considerable Japanese backing led the forces of 
the Indian National Army into battle against the British. Netaji, without 
a shadow of a doubt, remains one of the most key figures in the history 
of India’s independence. He played a crucial role in freeing the country 
from the clutches of 200 years of British rule in his own inimitable way, 
much like the other leading lights of the day such as Mahatma Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal Nehru. Till the last day of his life as an active freedom 
fighter he kept the spirit of fighting the British till his last breath. Today 
Netaji is perhaps the tallest name in modern Indian history and our con-
temporary military and foreign policy are guided by the impact that Bose 
has left for independent Mother Land - INDIA.  

Narendra Modi has come with a Modi 2.0 as the most loved nation-
al leader. Now it appears 2014 was no aberration. Alongside his charis-
matic and famous persona, the 2019 victory was certainly fuelled by the 
relentless and highly apt style of campaigning. The figure of Modi has 
towered over the entire contest of elections like no other prime minister 
since Indira Gandhi in the 1970s. People have reposed faith in him de-
spite not being satisfied with the kind of economic policies the govern-
ment has made so far or the WAY Indian economy is managed by the 
present government. His popularity has incessantly increased compared 
with 2014 in India and abroad. Modi’s recent USA visit, howdy Modi 
show, PRC President India’s visit to Chennai to improve Indo-China re-
lations, PM Modi Saudi Arab visit to enhance trade and commerce, Ger-
man Chancellor Indian visit with a focus on high tech transfer of cutting 
edge technologies has shaken the foreign policy of India dramatically. 
Though the months leading to the elections were quite a bumpy ride for 
the BJP, Modi’s promise that ‘good days are ahead’ literally turned into 
a milestone and the party had a terrific win. The chowkidar’s impeccable 
strength and hard work represented a stunning vote of confidence in him 
by the people of India. No Indian prime minister has ever returned to 
power with such a huge mandate. A simple man from Gujarat changed 
the idea of India, the perspective of Indian people and the endeavour to 
create a corruption-free country.  

—Prashant Tewari , 
Editor-in-Chief                 
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leaders of India’s Freedom Struggle 
who experimented with the fusion of 
socialism and fascism
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A VISIoNAry 
wITh 

ChArISMA
An assessment of one of the tallest 

leaders of India’s Freedom Struggle 
who experimented with the fusion of 

socialism and fascism

Prashant Tewari 

T
wo figures domi-
nated the last leg 
of Indian freedom 
struggle were 
Gandhi’s favorite 
soldiers namely 
Fabian Socialist 
acolyte, Jawaha-

rlal Nehru and assertive and aggressive 
Subhas Chandra Bose, a man of compa-
rable stature who admired Gandhi but 
despaired at his aims and methods, and 
became a bitter rival of Nehru. Bose 
played a very active and prominent role 
in India’s political life post 1930s. For 
example, he was twice (1938 and 1939) 
elected President of the Indian National 
Congress, the country’s most important 
political force for freedom from the Raj, 
or British rule. While his memory is 
still held in high esteem in India, in the 
West Bose is much less revered, largely 
because of his wartime collaboration 
with the Axis powers. Both before and 
during the Second World War, Bose 
worked tirelessly to secure German and 
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Japanese support in freeing his beloved homeland of foreign 
rule. During the final two years of the war, Bose with consid-
erable Japanese backing led the forces of the Indian National 
Army into battle against the British. Netaji, without a shadow 
of a doubt, remains one of the most key figures in the history 
of India’s independence. He played a crucial role in freeing the 
country from the clutches of 200 years of British rule in his 
own inimitable way, much like the other leading lights of the 
day such as Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. Till the 
last day of his life as an active freedom fighter he kept the spirit 
of fighting the British.

Bose propounded the Ideology of fusion of social-
ism and fascism: In years that followed, he asserted that In-
dia must have a political system of an authoritarian character. 
In India, though, Bose is regarded as a national hero, in spite of 
his repeated praise (as will be shown) for autocratic leadership 
and authoritarian government, and admiration for the Euro-
pean fascist regimes with which he allied himself. During his 
lifetime, Bose was frequently denounced as a fascist or even a 
Nazi, particularly in the wake of the radical, revolutionary (as 
opposed to reformist) views he expressed in radio addresses 
broadcast to India from National Socialist Germany and, later, 
from quasi-fascist Japan. By 1930 Bose had formulated the 
broad strategy that he believed India must follow to throw off 
the yoke of British imperialism and assume its rightful place 
as a leader in Asia. During his years in Mandalay prison and 
another short term of imprisonment in Alipore jail in 1930, he 
read many works on political theory, including Francesco Nit-
ti’s Bolshevism, Fascism and Democracy and Ivanoe Bonomi’s 
From Socialism to Fascism. It is clear that these works on fas-
cism influenced him, and caused an immediate modification of 
his long-held socialist views: as noted above, in his inaugural 
speech as mayor of Calcutta, given a day after his release from 
Alipore jail, he revealed his support for a seemingly contradic-
tory ideological synthesis of socialism and fascism. Until his 
death 15 years later, Bose would continue publicly to praise 
certain aspects of fascism and express his hope for a synthe-
sis of that ideology and socialism. Contending that the Indian 
National Congress was somewhat “out of date,” and suffered 
from a lack of unity and strong leadership, Bose predicted in 
The Indian Struggle that out of a “Left-Wing revolt there will 
ultimately emerge a new full-fledged party with a clear ideol-
ogy, program and plan of action.” 

Bose was willing to tone down his more radical political be-
liefs on those occasions when he considered it advantageous 
or necessary to do so. For example, in his February 1938 in-
augural speech as President of the Indian National Congress, 
Bose - probably in a sincere attempt to placate the Gandhian 
faction -- made statements that appear to represent almost an 
about face from the political views he had expounded in The 
Indian Struggle. In a future independent India, he said, “the 
party itself will have a democratic basis, unlike, for instance, 
the Nazi party which is based on the “leader principle.” The ex-
istence of more than one party and the democratic basis of the 
Congress party will prevent the future Indian State becoming 
a totalitarian one. A year later he successfully re-contested the 
presidential election, but two months afterwards was forced to 
resign because of his inability to resolve his differences with 
Gandhi and the Gandhian faction. Probably believing that his 
earlier suspicions of democracy had been proven correct, and 
feeling that there was now no use in trying to win the favor or 
approval of more conservative elements in the Congress party, 
Bose once again proclaimed his belief in the efficacy of authori-
tarian government and a synthesis of fascism and socialism. 

Bose is regarded as a national 
hero, in spite of his repeated praise 
(as will be shown) for autocratic 
leadership and authoritarian 
government, and admiration for 
the European fascist regimes with 
which he allied himself. During 
his lifetime, Bose was frequently 
denounced as a fascist or even a 
Nazi, particularly in the wake of the 
radical, revolutionary (as opposed 
to reformist) views he expressed in 
radio addresses broadcast to India 
from National Socialist Germany 
and, later, from quasi-fascist Japan. 
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Many similar examples can be cited to 
show how Bose outwardly (but prob-
ably not inwardly) modified his views 
to suit changing political contexts. “In 
the struggle for the cause of India’s in-
dependence he has given his life and 
has escaped all those troubles which 
brave soldiers like him have to face in 
the end. He was not only brave but had 
deep love for freedom. He believed, 
rightly or wrongly, that whatever he did 
was for the independence of India. Al-
though I personally did not agree with 
him in many respects, and he left us 
and formed the Forward Bloc, nobody 
can doubt his sincerity. He struggled 
throughout his life for the independence 

of India, in his own way.” Along with his 
abiding love for his country, Bose held 
an equally passionate hatred of the im-
perial power that ruled it: Great Brit-
ain. In a radio address broadcast from 
Berlin on March 1, 1943, he exclaimed 
that Britain’s demise was near, and pre-
dicted that it would be “India’s privilege 
to end that Satanic Empire. The funda-
mental principle of his foreign policy, 
Bose declared in a May 1945 speech 
in Bangkok, is that “Britain’s enemy 
is India’s friend.” Although these two 
speeches are from his final years, they 
express views he had held since before 
his April 1921 resignation from the Indi-
an Civil Service. It was this principle of 

making friends with Britain’s enemies 
in the hope that they would assist him 
in liberating India that brought him in 
1941 to Germany and then, in 1943, to 
Japan. Indeed Bose was infatuated with 
military discipline, and later comment-
ed that his basic training in the Univer-
sity Unit of the India Defence Force (for 
which he volunteered in 1917, while a 
student at Scottish Church College in 
Calcutta) “gave me something which I 
needed or which I lacked. The feeling 
of strength and of self-confidence grew 
still further.” Bose was able to give much 
grander expression to his “militarism” 
when, in 1930, he volunteered to form 
a guard of honor during the ceremonial 
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functions at the Calcutta session of the 
Congress party. Such guards of honor 
were not uncommon, but the one Bose 
formed and commanded was unlike 
anything previously seen. More than 
2,000 volunteers were given military 
training and organized into battalions. 
About half wore uniforms, with special-
ly designed steel-chain epaulettes for 
the officers. Bose, in full dress uniform 
(peaked cap, standing collar, ornamen-
tal breast cords, and jodhpurs) even 
carried a Field Marshal’s baton when 
he reviewed his “troops.” Photographs 
taken at the conference show him look-
ing entirely out of place in a sea of khadi 
(traditional Indian clothing). Gandhi 

and several other champions of Non-
violence (Ahimsa) were uncomfortable 
with this display. 

A high point in Bose’s “military ca-
reer” came in July 1943 in Singapore. 
At a mass meeting there on July 4, Rash 
Behari Bose (no relation) handed over 
to him the leadership of the Indian In-
dependence League. This “Free India 
Army” (“Azad Hind Fauj”) would not 
only “emancipate India from the British 
yoke,” he told the soldiers, but would, 
under his command, become the stand-
ing national army of the liberated na-
tion. Bose clearly admired strong, vig-
orous, military-type leaders, and in The 
Indian Struggle he listed several whom 

he particularly respected. These includ-
ed Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin and even a 
former British governor of Bengal, Sir 
Stanley Jackson. Nowhere in this book 
is there any criticism of these individu-
als (three of them dictators) for hav-
ing too much power, yet another man 
is chastised for this: Mahatma Gandhi. 
Bose admired Gandhi for many things, 
not least his ability to “exploit the mass 
psychology of the people, just as Lenin 
did the same thing in Russia, Mussolini 
in Italy and Hitler in Germany.” But he 
accused Gandhi of accepting too much 
power and responsibility, of becoming 
a “Dictator for the whole country” who 
issued “decrees” to the Congress. Ac-

“In the struggle for the cause 
of India’s independence he has 
given his life and has escaped 
all those troubles which brave 
soldiers like him have to face 
in the end. He was not only 
brave but had deep love for 

freedom. He believed, rightly 
or wrongly, that whatever he 
did was for the independence 

of India. Although I personally 
did not agree with him in 

many respects, and he left us 
and formed the Forward Bloc, 

nobody can doubt his sincerity. 
He struggled throughout his 
life for the independence of 

India, in his own way.”
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cording to Bose, Gandhi was a brilliant 
and gifted man, but, unlike Mussolini, 
Hitler and the others mentioned, a very 
ineffectual leader. Gandhi had failed to 
liberate India because of his frequent 
indecision and constant willingness to 
compromise with the Raj (something 
Bose said he would never do). Bose’s 
militarism, ambition and leadership 
traits do not necessarily indicate (con-
trary to popular opinion) that he was a 
leader in the fascist mold. If they did, 
one would have to consider all person-
alities with similar traits -- Winston 
Churchill, for example -- as “fascist.” In 
this regard, it is worth noting that dur-
ing his many years as head of various 
councils, committees and offices, and 
during 15-month tenure as President 
of the Indian National Congress (Feb-
ruary 1938 to May 1939), Bose never 
acted in an undemocratic manner, nor 
did he claim powers or responsibilities 
to which he was not constitutionally or 
customarily entitled. Neither did he at-
tempt in any way to foster a cult of his 
own personality (as, it could be argued, 
Gandhi did).

Bose proclaimed, on october 21, 
1943, the formation of the Provisional 
Government of Azad Hind (“Free In-
dia”). While retaining his post as Su-
preme Commander of the Indian Na-
tional Army, he announced that he was 
naming himself Head of State, Prime 
Minister, and Minister for War and 
Foreign Affairs. (The most important 
of these positions -- Head of State -- he 
anticipated retaining in a free India.) 
These appointments involved no dem-
ocratic process or voting of any kind. 
Further, the authority he exercised in 
these posts was dictatorial and often 
very harsh. He demanded total obedi-
ence and loyalty from the Indians in 
south Asia, and any who opposed him, 
his army or government faced impris-
onment, torture, or even execution. 
Additionally, if wealthy Indians did not 
contribute sufficient funds to Bose’s ef-
forts, they risked confiscation of their 
property. Bose’s threats were taken very 
seriously, and had the desired effect: 
funds did pour in. His INA troops were 
obliged to swear an oath of loyalty to 
both the Provisional Government and 
to him personally. He ordered the sum-
mary execution of all INA deserters, 
and also prepared (but was never able 
to implement) law codes for the entire 
population of India. These laws, which 
stipulated the death penalty for a range 
of offenses, were to come into force 
when the INA, together with the Japa-

Bose proclaimed, on october 21, 
1943, the formation of the Provisional 

Government of Azad Hind (“Free 
India”). While retaining his post as 
Supreme Commander of the Indian 

National Army, he announced that he 
was naming himself Head of State, 
Prime Minister, and Minister for 

War and Foreign Affairs. (The most 
important of these positions -- Head 
of State -- he anticipated retaining 

in a free India.) These appointments 
involved no democratic process or 

voting of any kind. 
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nese Army, entered India to fight against the British. With regard 
to his leadership style during this 1943-1945 period, in fairness 
to Bose is should be pointed out that the entire world was then 
engulfed in a horrendous war, and political and military leaders 
everywhere, on all sides, adapted extraordinarily authoritarian 
and repressive measures. 

As he frequently stated, Bose aimed for nothing less than the 
formation of “a new India and a happy India on the basis of the 
eternal principles of liberty, democracy and socialism.”He reject-
ed Communism (at least as it was practiced in the Soviet Union) 
principally because of its internationalism, and because he be-
lieved that the theoretical ideal found in the writings of Marx 
could not be applied, without modification, to India. Still, he 
maintained socialist views throughout his adult life, and, on very 
many occasions, expressed his hope for an egalitarian (especially 
classless and casteless) industrialized society in which the state 
would control the basic means of production. He was opposed 
to liberalism, believing that greater emphasis should be placed 
on social goals than on the needs or desires of individuals. Indi-
vidual wishes, he reasoned, must be subordinated to the needs 
of the state, especially during the struggle for independence and 
the period of reconstruction immediately following liberation. 
Nonetheless, having himself been imprisoned eleven times and 
sent into exile three times, he was fully committed to upholding 
the rights of minority intellectual, religious, cultural and racial 
groups. He hoped for an “all-round freedom for the Indian people 
-- that is, for social, economic and political freedom,” and would, 
he said “wage a relentless war against bondage of every kind till 
the people can become really free.” 

of course, Bose demanded not only the total mobilization of In-
dian resources in south Asia, but of Indian resources everywhere. 
He called for mass mobilization not only in support of his army, 
but also for his dynamic new government, the various branches of 
which required financing and manpower. First, his ideology and 
actions were not the result of any extreme neurotic or pathologi-
cal psychosocial impulses. He was not a megalomaniac, nor did 
he display any of the pathological traits often attributed (rightly 
or wrongly) to fascist leaders, such as hostile aggression, obsessive 
hatred or delusions. Moreover, while he was an ardent patriot and 
nationalist, Bose’s nationalism was cultural, not racialist. Second, 
his radical political ideology was shaped by a consuming frustration 
with the unsuccessful efforts of others to gain independence for In-
dia. His “fascist” outlook did not come from a drive for personal 
power or social elevation. While he was ambitious, and clearly en-
joyed the devotion of his followers, his obsession was not adulation 
or power, but rather freedom for his beloved Motherland -- a goal 
for which he was willing to suffer and sacrifice, even at the cost 
of his life. Bose was favorably impressed with the discipline and 
organizational strength of fascism as early as 1930, when he first 
expressed support for a synthesis of fascism and socialism. During 
his stays in Europe during the 1930s, he was deeply moved by the 
dynamism of the two major “fascist” powers, Italy and Germany. 
After observing these regimes first-hand, he developed a political 
ideology of his own that, he was convinced, could bring about the 
liberation of India and the total reconstruction of Indian society 
along vaguely authoritarian-socialist lines. Bose’s lack of success in 
his life-long effort to liberate India from alien rule was certainly not 
due to any lack of effort. From 1921, when he became the first In-
dian to resign formally from the Indian Civil Service, until his death 
in 1945 as leader of an Indian government in exile, Subhas Chandra 
Bose struggled ceaselessly to achieve freedom and prosperity for 
his beloved homeland. 

( Writer is Editor of Opinion Express and regular 
columnist to The Pioneer)

Still, he maintained 
socialist views 

throughout his adult 
life, and, on very 
many occasions, 

expressed his hope 
for an egalitarian 

(especially classless 
and casteless) 
industrialized 

society in which the 
state would control 
the basic means of 

production.
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KNow  
your 

rIghTS
A lowdown on Fundamental Rights ensconced in 

the Constitution of  India
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shakila makandar

F irst of all, it is true that India is a democratic 
country. We all have equal rights to assert our 
democracy as long as we are part of this nation. 
We have learnt during our growing days and 
seamlessly exercise these rights as we grow up to 

be ‘contributing’ as citizens in the betterment of the nation.
Governance- if we can redefine for ease of understanding 

is a public forum elected to bring limitations to factors that 
are in fluid state and cannot be left unbounded causing inad-
vertent damage to the nation. Any force, if left to move on its 
own, then the resulting effect can only be estimated to be ex-
ponential. Therefore, government is a body that was formed 
to be elected ‘by the people’ and their governing rules should 
be for the people’ resolving the troubles ‘of the people’ i.e., to 
bring decency and civilised system into the nation that shall 
be commonly applied when once is not in their personal for-
tress or realm of life, this means- As long as I am within the 
four walls of my residence or my personal space, I can follow 
my religion, my prayers, my practise etc that would not affect 
the general lives of either my neighbour or influence a com-

munity against government or any governing body or involve 
in anything that brings harm to the nation. But the question 
is it possible to expect this from present scenario in the coun-
try? Is our constitution in question? over the years have we 
subtly amended its original existence to unknown such that 
the purpose- that is to secure all its citizen has weakened? 

It is true that we are all in a country that is diversified by 
not just religion but also by colours, food habits, lifestyles, ge-
ographies and various such substantial factors-by and large 
was greatly welcomed within our social circle in the past, has 
now come to light in the recent years that belonging to certain 
religion or cast is a stigma. But, whilst the tasteful sharing 
of all the above mentioned, we continue to discriminate on 
one major factor called Religion that has far spread its evil 
wings wide into our core fundamental rights gifted by the 
constitution. This is the kind of ‘Stigma’ that we did not oc-
cur to us as growing children, nor was it instilled by our par-
ents or neighbours or families or friends into our routine. It 
was the thing of the past, perhaps 18th century and lasted till 
about mid of 19th century and faded with the dawn of liter-
ate, open minded, tolerant and modern 21st century. Today, 
my deep introspection has revealed that we have come back 

WE, THE PEoPLE oF INDIA, 
having solemnly resolved to constitute 
India into a SovEREIGN, SoCIALIST, 
SECULAR, DEMoCRATIC REPUBLIC 

and to secure to all its citizens’

JUSTICE, social, economic and 
political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, 
belief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of 
opportunity; and to promote among 

them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity 
of the individual and the unity and 

integrity of the Nation;

IN oUR CoNSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY this 26thday of November 

1949, do HEREBYADoPT, ENACT 
AND GIvE To oURSELvES THIS 

CoNSTITUTIoN
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full cycle in terms of social reformation, 
understanding the constitution in truth 
by every letter and word, re-creating 
awareness on brotherhood and blood 
wars or simply- returning to dark ages 
of the new era. 

Fundamental rights (wikipedia, 
n.d.) are those rights which are essen-
tial for intellectual, moral and spiritual 
development of individuals. As these 
rights are fundamental or essential for 
existence and all-round development 
of individuals, hence called as ‘Funda-
mental’ rights. Fundamental rights ap-
ply universally to all citizens including 
the governing body itself- be it Presi-
dent or Prime Minister or just a civilian; 
irrespective of race, birthplace, religion, 
caste or gender. There are six funda-
mental rights recognised by the Indian 
constitution:
1. right to equality(Articles. 14-
18)
2. right to freedom (Articles. 
19-22)
3. right against exploitation (Ar-
ticles. 23-24)
4. right to freedom of religion 
(Articles. 25-28)
5. Cultural and Educational 
rights (Articles. 29-30), and
6. right to constitutional rem-
edies (Articles. 32-35)

here’s the new evolution to 
reformation:

right to Equality- Nation’s out-
look into “Equality” as a subject matter 
looks very well. It is also very well pro-
fessed by other nationals who think that 
India is the most tolerant country with 
such diversity and yet the citizens of the 
nation have the integrity that never let 
gothe pride of ‘Unity’in this nation.

1949, when the constitution was re-
leased it meant to remove all the evils 
that prevailed for very long in Indian 
(then Bharat) history. BharataKanda- 
Indian Sub-Continent, went through 
life of slavery, brutality in terms of pe-
nalization for meagre crimes such as 
theft of robbery, common-man feared 
cruelty that was imposed on them 
based on discriminations at various 
levels- Gender discrimination was on 
the top of the chart- Male v/S Female 
and their limitations respectively fol-
lowed by Caste, Race, Colour, Religion 
and other trivial factors. Truth is told, 
from the original Indian history that 
hailed for thousands of years, it’s hard-
ly evident during the administration of 
great leaders that such huge range of 
discrimination existed. However, given 

to the colonization and Indian Colo-
nial Era- we were left stranded amidst 
learning, unlearning and relearning the 
government norms. The civilians acted 
as the government suggested- majority 
of these suggestions were only aimed at 
breaking India into as many divergent 
little chunks as possible. Thanks to our 
great leaders, who could bring in the 
reformation in the form of “The Con-
stitution of India” that eradicated these 
discriminations in the name of united 
nation thus continuing to accept the 
nation and its culture as guided by the 
constitution? 

This is true that the citizens play a 
very important role in not just forming 
the present government but also to con-

tinue to support the chosen proving it to 
be the most capable one. Though people 
were certainly deprived of education, 
freedom to live and use common and 
public facilities due to the main differ-
entiating factor- Religion/ Cast. A dev-
astating state of social affairs across the 
country made it rather difficult a proj-
ect to bring awareness. This being the 
primary evil to address, almost whole 
nation took part in establishing this 
“Right to Equality” very efficiently. Me-
dia, Marketing, Movies, entertainment 
channels- Theatre, Music, Street Plays 
etc., every industry worked towards 
this goal and eventually we achieved it 
all along by 1990. This is Indian Citizen 
and their patriotism expressed in sev-
eral forms. 

Today, as we read this article there 
is perhaps a small village or district 
that still have witness the daylight of 
such revolution in India, there may be a 
Muslim child raped or a Hindu boy bul-
lied or a Kashmiri student stone pelted 
which we should await to read in the 
Newspaper this morning. It is rather 
depressing to see the cruelty that is 

publicly exhibited, making mockery of 
one’s own religion, community or cast 
in the pretext of safeguarding one’s own 
interest. This is further extended to 
other segments such as Employability, 
Education quota, ratio of admissions 
to public education/employment etc. 
General Category privileges v/S other 
category privileges is lucid in our every-
day news. If this is our existing “Funda-
mental Right to Equality” then what is 
Equality in principle? We are citizens of 
this country and it is our responsibility 
to retain the purpose of our constitu-
tion rather than let anyone exploit it in 

This is true that the 
citizens play a very 
important role in not 
just forming the present 
government but also to 
continue to support the 
chosen proving it to be 
the most capable one.
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the name of power or leadership.
How it acceptable is either then or 

now that there is cast/creed/religion 
etc that can define a social stature of a 
person. What is the meaning of General 
Category in our current constitutional 
arrangement? Why shouldn’t the social 
strata be (if at all it should) for reasons 
of discussions or gathering otherwise- 
in the form of education, specialization 
etc? Why are we continuing to segment 
the population in terms of the era that 
are by gone? Where is the EQUALITY 
in this time while we are talking about 
“Global Justice”? 

We must voice out these differences 
clearly in-order to retain the oneness in 
the nation. We are privileged genera-
tion that has many quick tool, tricks and 
mechanism available with the advent of 
technology, we are not limited to run-
ning a rally or conducting ‘Protests/
Strikes/Hartals’ or going on a ‘Silent 
Protest/ Fasting/Satyagrah’. We now 
have access to anyone and everyone 
within a click of a button- USE IT to re-
main INDIAN!

Inequality exercised brutally- 
refer Case Studies:

1. SC/ST (Jatvas) v/S Upper 

Class (Takurs) in UP over a marriage 
processions/Baraat- Justice was lame. 
Ref: 

2. Kathua, Unnao rape- The en-
tire family went through torments in-
cluding brutal death.

3. Khanaiya Kumar JNU- Sedi-
tion& Criminal charges under IPC Sec- 
124 (A) and 120(B) respectively

4. Cow Slaughter- the right to 
moral policing to pick possible Muslim 
peasant or trader involved in any cattle 
related business- categorized, tortured 
and many beaten to death across the 
country
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right to Freedom- yes there is 
all the freedom we as a nation wanted 
during our freedom struggle- freedom 
of speech & expression, gathering in 
assemblies & forming Unions, moving 
from one state to another or choosing 
a particular place for living within the 
nation or even to start your own trade 
or business- because we were in the 
caught in the claws of foreigners. All 
of the above mentioned were achieved 
with a purpose and resolve- it was called 
FREEDoM; to this extent, that eminent 
personalities from various parts of this 
nation sacrificed every ounce of their 
world to create this freedom that we 
are proud to pronounce at every given 
opportunity, we are proud to use at any 
given point in time, we use it very sub-
consciously in our day to day life. This 
“Freedom” was so important for India, 
not only to be free from existing rulers, 
but also to hear out to civilians at that 
time, whose grief never reached the 
powerful sitting in the decision-making 
capacity. Let’s look into couple of these 

aspects one at a time- 
Freedom of Speech& Expression 

has changed in these few years- Social 
media, technology and other innova-
tive discoveries that are our new tools 
to democracy, were supposed to enable 
us as a developing nation has snatched 
the freedom away within a jiffy. Every 
moment, every action, every event, ev-
erything that one does - ethical, unethi-
cal; legal, illegal; good, bad & ugly is all 
available for everyone’s consumption; 
and all of it costs less than a penny- 
thanks to Internet. The question isn’t 
about is it wrong to use? The question 
is rather about why is it misused? Free-
dom of speech in any form should also 
follows the same mandate as to main-
taining decency and healthy conversa-
tion, instead to be misused as a medium 
to instigate, propagate or provoke ill-
will onto the audience. 

The best use of it is made during 
the Elections. Any party campaigning 
took the best advantage of such digital 
medium and became unabashed before 

public losing their image, value and 
also losing the sense of basic decency, 
dignity and humanity. It has time and 
again come to light to the general pub-

Freedom of Speech& 
Expression has changed 
in these few years- 
Social media, technology 
and other innovative 
discoveries that are our 
new tools to democracy, 
were supposed to enable 
us as a developing 
nation has snatched the 
freedom away within a 
jiffy. 
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lic like us that most of the heinous acts 
that were once hidden as a matter of 
disgrace and secretly dealt with the ju-
dicial/legal system has now become a 
pride to showcase in public making the 
government shaky and less reliable. 

Freedom of assemblies, alliances 
& Unions to ensure the communities, 
labour, working, professional, bureau-
cratic and others alike is treated equally 
in the eyes of justice. There’s no more 
slavery, favouritism or unhealthy prac-
tises at working place, factory or free 
sites such as homes and other conven-
tional working places. Most of us have 
heard of Unions in colleges and univer-
sities, Factories and Industries associ-
ated with Unions, Law associations for 
legal brainstorming and authorizing the 
practise, etc these were formed freely 
and were permitted to exists because 
the agenda was directed towards the 
large well-being of common man and 
his life in total. Where are we heading 
today? Every political and profitable 
person/party secretly forms a group, 

whose agenda is mostly selfish than 
selfless towards the nation. The entire 
motto of providing ‘Freedom’ to com-
mon man and his wellbeing has turned 
out to be political or profit making in 
nature, driving the innocent civilians 
into con-works, terrorism, communal-
ism, and other such atrocious activities 
causing discordance. 

our constitution includes right to 
freedom to ensure harmonious living to 
one and all under one nation, one flag, 
one anthem and one government in or-
der. It should be the government who 
understands the meaning of Freedom 
under the constitution and imbibes 
the same whilst propagating its right 
use rather than its misuse. Use “Right 
to Freedom” rightly. Citizen is always 
guided by government; else no nation 
would need a government.  

right to freedom of religion: 
The most important but vulnerable and 
bleak matter. Religion is and will be in-
dividual choice; the choice made purely 
out of one’s own will to practice in order 
to bring work-life balance, orderliness, 
peace of mind and positivity in one’s life 
or any other reason one should find to 
practise for his own wellbeing. If reli-
gion can be left to one’s individual in-
terest, the world will be a better place. 
Nonetheless, the fact is- this is the most 
vulnerable aspect in people’s mind as 
this brings sense of communism and 
belongingness easily in them and that 
has proved’ good for all political rea-
sons’ to be exploited. For E.g- if only one 
says that I follow “Lord Sri-Krishna” as 
a god, even casually to a total stranger 
and that incidentally the stranger also 
acknowledges to follow the same, they 
both along with their entire family get 
friendly within no time. This is the 
strength and also the weakness that any 
religion asserts in one’s mind. Whether 
one likes it or not, but I can bet on the 
fact that any other factor might not be 
as important as religion in gathering 
favoured votes. This is not just here, 
entire world in a way or the other fol-
lows religious politics, without which 
there are bleak chances of winning the 
elections; to these tune missionaries of 
respective religions play a very political 
role in rubbing shoulders with aspiring 
or popular politicians. But this is not 
what we are worried about, isn’t it?

Sadly, I’m certainly worried about 
the fact that this single aspect- sensi-
tive yet vulnerable has left deep scare 
in our ‘united-by-diversity’- nation. 
our house problems have become oth-
ers’ passage to enter our home and ruin 

our peace. our home is cracking slowly 
and parting with each other internally. 
From “very few states during indepen-
dence to every language in a land mass 
is a state” has become the trend; from 
everyone is Indian to “Hindu” in Indian 
and the others are- minorities living on 
mercy- is in today’s air; from hugging 
a buddy studied together to “oh! Your 
last name is Kumar” is the conversa-
tion. Wow! We have lost it all one by 
one. Faith, trust and confidence on our 
own is questionable. our binding rea-
son “Being Indian, Being Human” has 

lost in this era of great literacy, boom-
ing economy and well settled life. Who 
is happy with all this? Who is enjoying 
the fruits of innocent, naïve and blend-
ing civilians? Who is being exploited for 
power and money? Point to Ponder.

our constitution never says anything 
regarding such religious freedom, but it 
never shrugged off the matter either. 
Considering the kind of cast system, dis-
crimination and other differences it was 
a very thoughtful act to have included 
Right to Freedom of Religion, however 
the current state of affairs are not any 
different to the then scenario; except 
the fact we are now fighting within the 
educated community while we had to 
earlier educate “right to religious free-
dom” to the uneducated community.

Right to Freedom of Religion is to 
practice at one’s own will and in one’s 
own place, not to exploit it to be im-
posed on every civilian in the country. 
It is not “Religion” based country; India 
is a diversified country, unified by ef-
forts of every individual’s independent 

Right to Freedom of 
Religion is to practice 
at one’s own will and 
in one’s own place, 
not to exploit it to 
be imposed on every 
civilian in the country. 
It is not “Religion” 
based country; India is 
a diversified country, 
unified by efforts of every 
individual’s independent 
contribution.
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contribution. It a fundamental flaw if 
one wishes to rule a country based on 
religious grounds. Great administrators 
have tasted mud whilst this trial, they 
fall flat on their faces even before they 
realised the mistake. Civilians don’t 
wish you administer their homes, they 
wish you administer their steady in-
come for better lives. We need employ-
ment, better payments and some better 
use of our taxes, not religious discourse 
from governments. 

right to Education- “our Con-
stitution fathers did not intend that we 
just set up hovels, put students there, 
give untrained teachers, give them bad 
textbooks, no playgrounds, and say, we 
have complied with Article 45 and pri-
mary education is expanding... They 
meant that real education should be 
given to our children between the ages 
of 6 and 14” - (MC Chagla, 1964) - there 
were hundreds of programs that were 
initiated to bring educational reform in 
the country. 

To remind- Dr. B. R. Ambedkar was 
a fine example of what education can do 
to a person and his story was literally 
included in every syllabus and in every 
standard. Likewise, Mahatma Gandhi- 
a man from Hindu Gujarati family who 

went on to become a Barrister and later 
was awarded the title ‘Mahatma’ and 
is known for his work greatly through 
non-violence (Africa and Indian conti-
nent) and hence Mahatma. These were 
more inspiring stories for - educated, 
uneducated and to be educated class 
alike and such testimonials encouraged 
education in India; despite the fact that 
the entire nation’s population was go-
ing through economic pitfalls; majority 
of the nation survived of petty earnings 
to make their living but still were able 
to manage to enrol the next genera-
tion to engage under some government 
scheme or the other to ensure education 
took place as a mass project neverthe-
less the bread winning load was shared 
by all at home. Therefore, we saw an era 
of Joint families, farming families, in-
creased number of government schools, 
respectful and grateful jobs like Teach-
ers, engineers, doctors etc had flour-
ished without religious bias or discrimi-
nation. 

At present- everything has changed 
in terms living, social gathering, and 
number of government schools or even 
government hospitals for that matter. 
The fundamental right to education has 
become commercial, the need to spread 
education as a source for better living 

has become a challenge to common man. 
Government schools are in peril, teach-
ers aren’t being paid well, infrastructure 
is least of conditions etc. We say- There 
is Education but discriminated in a way. 
Wealthy people v/s poor people. Upper 
society school v/s lower society school. 
Highly paid teachers’ v/s hardly paid 
teachers. If this is right to EDUCATIoN- 
we are HEADING to nowhere!

The above 4 out of 6 points are part 
of our fundamental right in Indian Con-
stitution. The reason to touch base on 
these pointers was to simply remind 
people with like-minded thoughts to 
come together and help the nation and 
its citizen in continuing to follow what 
India use to be, unlike where we are 
standing now- New ERA of discrimina-
tion, New ERA of cast system, New ERA 
of fighting for our own right, New ERA 
of belonging to this nation. We have to 
re-identify now, emphasis that we are 
also Indians instead of just saying “I’m 
Indian”. We are in an ERA of fighting 
our own evils. This must end before we 
enter into another war zone on religious, 
communal or identification grounds.

Writer is principle  
Correspondent with  

Opinion Express
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NEw DELhI: With more than 75 lakh 
active vehicles on the road, the capital 
faces massive parking problems, further 
causing road blockages and traffic jams. 
The parking problem gets worse at the 
time of weekends, when the open mar-
ket areas are completely crammed full 
with commuters walking around, shop-
keepers selling things on pavement and 
most of them parking their vehicles at 
the wrong side. Manoj Singh, a worker 
in the New Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion said, “There is an unplanned han-
dling of parking spaces. on weekends 
the rush is uncontrollable hence com-
plete disorder.” 

Conversely, after the newly amend-
ed Motor vehicle Act came into ef-
fect, the increase in penalty rates has 
become a massive complication for 
Delhites. Mansi Sharma, a commuter, 
said, “It’s a routine issue. There are no 
sufficient spaces for parking and the 
spaces built are jam-packed. I have to 
leave home early so that I get a parking 
space.” The efforts by the government 
have failed to address the problems of 
people. Consequently, car owners park 
on public place which causes road con-
gestion. Kuldeep Kumar, a Municipal 
Corporation official, said, “The issue is 
not only with less parking spaces but 
people’s heedless behavior amounting 
to mayhem.” Kumar further cites an ex-
ample of Krishna Nagar, “BJP govern-
ment had built a parking lot last year 
but hasn’t started it. This caused two 
major problems –the revenue is even-
tually at halt and people are getting af-
fected since a year.”

Delhi is considered worst city in the 
world in terms of the availability and 
quality of parking spaces. Anju Kamal 
Kant, Mayor of EDMC, said, “Media 
make things look different. We have al-
ways ensured excessive space for park-
ing.” However, she blames the previ-
ous AAP government for not releasing 
enough funds. She says, “on the one 
hand the AAP government denies to 
raise funds for the municipal corpora-
tion and on the other provides ten crore 
to their MLAs.” 

Perhaps, it will be a good idea to 
channel the funds and resources for 
building adequate parking spaces for 
strengthening the public system. Anju 
further mentioned some of the upcom-
ing projects by EDMC “Last week, we 
had a standing committee meeting in 

which we have planned to make new 
lots in Preet vihar area and build open-
parking spaces of about eighty slots. We 
aren’t able to perform effectively be-
cause of lack of funds.”

Then there is an open secret about 
the corruption in police that is assigned 
the duty of regulating the traffic. In 
Delhi, half of the available road space in 
any main street is encroached by traders 
and street vendors, and they are paying 
to the police and municipal authorities 
to survive. The estimated collection of 
this speed money “hafta” runs in sever-
al crores of rupees and it is impossible 
to curb this menace. The entire city is 

running on half of the total road space 
made available for commuters, it leads 
to regular jams and chaos.  

To save the city from the increas-
ing disaster, government must increase 
parking charges on hourly basis in the 
main city centre and important places 
in the city to discourage the people to 
travel on private vehicle and to pro-
mote the public transport: it will solve 
the parking problem, pollution related 
issues and save energy resources hence 
the saving of the national wealth.        

LARAIB FATIMA: Writer is 
JMI Media student and a regular 
columnist with Opinion Express. 

The parking mess of Delhi
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Dr Rai singh 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, 
popularly known as Baba-
saheb Ambedkar, was an 
Indian jurist, economist, 
politician and social re-

former who inspired the Dalit Buddhist 
movement and campaigned against so-
cial discrimination towards he untouch-
ables (Dalits), while also supporting the 
rights of women and labour. He was 
independent India’s first law and jus-
tice minister, one of the architect of the 
Constitution of India, and a founding 
father of the Republic of India. In India 
and elsewhere, he was often called Ba-
basaheb, meaning “respected father” in 
Marathi and Hindi.

Ambedkar was a prolific student 
earning doctorates in economics from 
both Columbia University and the Lon-
don School of Economics and gained a 
reputation as a scholar for his research 
in law, economics, and political science. 
In his early career, he was an economist, 
professor, and lawyer. His later life was 
marked by his political activities; he 
became involved in campaigning and 
negotiations for India’s independence, 
publishing journals, advocating politi-
cal rights and social freedom for Dalits, 
and contributing significantly to the 
establishment of the state of India. In 
1956, he converted to Buddhism initiat-
ing mass conversions of Dalits. He died 
six months shortly after conversion. In 
1990, the Bharat Ratna, India’s high-
est civilian award, was posthumously 
conferred upon Ambedkar. Ambedkar’s 
legacy includes numerous memorials 
and depictions in popular culture. 

A jurIST  
&  

A STATESMAN
BR Amebedkar was much more than just the author of the 

Constitution of India
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Early life
Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 

in the town and military cantonment 
of Mhow (present-day Dr. Ambedkar 
Nagar) in the Central Provinces (pres-
ent-day Madhya Pradesh).[1] He was 
the 14th and last child of Ramji Maloji 
Sakpal, an army officer who held the 
rank of Subedar, and Bhimabai Sakpal, 
daughter of Laxman Murbadkar. His 
family was of Marathi background from 
the village of Ambadawe (Mandangad 
taluka) in Ratnagiri district of modern-
day Maharashtra. Ambedkar was born 
into a poor low Mahar (dalit) caste, 
who were treated as untouchables and 
subjected to socio-economic discrimi-
nation. Ambedkar’s ancestors had long 
worked for the army of the British East 
India Company, and his father served 
in the British Indian Army at the Mhow 
cantonment. Although they attended 
school, Ambedkar and other untouch-
able children were segregated and giv-
en little attention or help by teachers. 
They were not allowed to sit inside the 
class. When they needed to drink wa-
ter, someone from a higher caste had 
to pour that water from a height as they 
were not allowed to touch either the 
water or the vessel that contained it. 
This task was usually performed for the 
young Ambedkar by the school peon, 
and if the peon was not available then 
he had to go without water; he described 

the situation later in his writings as “No 
peon, No Water”. He was required to sit 
on a gunny sack which he had to take 
home with him. 

Ramji Sakpal retired in 1894 and 
the family moved to Satara two years 
later. Shortly after their move, Ambed-
kar’s mother died. The children were 
cared for by their paternal aunt and 
lived in difficult circumstances. Three 
sons – Balaram, Anandrao and Bhim-
rao – and two daughters – Manjula and 
Tulasa – of the Ambedkars survived 
them. of his brothers and sisters, only 
Ambedkar passed his examinations 
and went to high school. His original 
surname was Sakpal but his father reg-
istered his name as Ambadawekar in 
school, meaning he comes from his na-
tive village of Ambadawe in Ratnagiri 
district. His Devrukhe Brahmin teach-
er, Krishna Keshav Ambedkar, changed 
his surname from “Ambadawekar” to 
his own surname “Ambedkar” in school 
records. 

Education
Post-secondary education
In 1897, Ambedkar’s family moved 

to Mumbai where Ambedkar became 
the only untouchable enrolled at El-
phinstone High School. In 1906, when 
he was about 15 years old, his mar-
riage to a nine-year-old girl, Ramabai, 
was arranged. In 1907, he passed his 

matriculation examination and in the 
following year he entered Elphinstone 
College, which was affiliated to the 
University of Bombay, becoming, ac-
cording to him, the first from his Ma-
har caste to do so. When he passed his 
English fourth standard examinations, 
the people of his community wanted to 
celebrate because they considered that 
he had reached “great heights” which 
he says was “hardly an occasion com-
pared to the state of education in other 
communities”. A public ceremony was 
evoked, to celebrate his success, by the 
community, and it was at this occasion 
that he was presented with a biography 
of the Buddha by Dada Keluskar, the 
author and a family friend.[ 

By 1912, he obtained his degree in 
economics and political science from 
Bombay University, and prepared to 
take up employment with the Baroda 
state government. His wife had just 
moved his young family and started 
work when he had to quickly return to 
Mumbai to see his ailing father, who 
died on 2 February 1913. 

Postgraduate studies at Colum-
bia university

In 1913, Ambedkar moved to the 
United States at the age of 22. He had 
been awarded a Baroda State Scholar-
ship of £11.50 (Sterling) per month for 
three years under a scheme established 
by Sayajirao Gaekwad III (Gaekwad of 
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Baroda) that was designed to provide 
opportunities for postgraduate educa-
tion at Columbia University in New 
York City. Soon after arriving there he 
settled in rooms at Livingston Hall with 
Naval Bhathena, a Parsi who was to be 
a lifelong friend. He passed his M.A. 
exam in June 1915, majoring in Eco-
nomics, and other subjects of Sociology, 
History, Philosophy and Anthropology. 
He presented a thesis, Ancient Indian 
Commerce. Ambedkar was influenced 
by John Dewey and his work on democ-
racy.

In 1916 he completed his second 
thesis, National Dividend of India – A 
Historic and Analytical Study, for an-
other M.A., and finally he received his 

PhD in Economics in 1927 for his third 
thesis, after he left for London. on 9 
May, he presented the paper Castes in 
India: Their Mechanism, Genesis and 
Development before a seminar con-
ducted by the anthropologist Alexander 
Goldenweiser.

Postgraduate studies at the 
London School of Economics

In october 1916, he enrolled for 
the Bar course at Gray’s Inn, and at 
the same time enrolled at the London 
School of Economics where he started 
working on a doctoral thesis. In June 
1917, he returned to India because his 
scholarship from Baroda ended. His 
book collection was dispatched on dif-
ferent ship from the one he was on, and 
that ship was torpedoed and sunk by a 
German submarine. He got permission 
to return to London to submit his the-
sis within four years. He returned at the 
first opportunity, presented his thesis 

titled “Provincial Decentralization of 
Imperial Finance in British India”, and 
completed a master’s degree (M.Sc.) in 
1921. In 1922, he was called to the Bar 
by Gray’s Inn[22] and in 1923 he pre-
sented his thesis titled “The problem of 
the rupee: Its origin and its solution”.
[23] He completed a D.Sc. in Economics 
in the same year. His third and fourth 
Doctorates (LL.D, Columbia, 1952 and 
D.Litt., osmania, 1953) were conferred 
honoris causa. 
opposition to 
untouchability

Ambedkar as a barrister in 1922
As Ambedkar was educated by the 

Princely State of Baroda, he was bound 
to serve it. He was appointed Military 
Secretary to the Gaikwad but had to 
quit in a short time. He described the 
incident in his autobiography, Waiting 
for a Visa. Thereafter, he tried to find 
ways to make a living for his growing 

family. He worked as a private tutor, 
as an accountant, and established an 
investment consulting business, but it 
failed when his clients learned that he 
was an untouchable. In 1918, he be-
came Professor of Political Economy 
in the Sydenham College of Commerce 
and Economics in Mumbai. Although 
he was successful with the students, 
other professors objected to his sharing 
a drinking-water jug with them.[

Ambedkar had been invited to testi-
fy before the Southborough Committee, 
which was preparing the Government of 
India Act 1919. At this hearing, Ambed-
kar argued for creating separate elec-
torates and reservations for untouch-
ables and other religious communities. 
In 1920, he began the publication of the 
weekly Mooknayak (Leader of the Si-
lent) in Mumbai with the help of Shahu 
of Kolhapur i.e. Shahu Iv (1874–1922). 
Ambedkar went on to work as a legal 

In october 1916, he 
enrolled for the Bar 
course at Gray’s Inn, 
and at the same time 
enrolled at the London 
School of Economics 
where he started 
working on a doctoral 
thesis. In June 1917, 
he returned to India 
because his scholarship 
from Baroda ended.
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professional. In 1926, he successfully 
defended three non-Brahmin leaders 
who had accused the Brahmin com-
munity of ruining India and were then 
subsequently sued for libel. Dhananjay 
Keer notes that “The victory was re-
sounding, both socially and individu-
ally, for the clients and the Doctor.” 

While practising law in the Bombay 
High Court, he tried to promote educa-
tion to untouchables and uplift them. 
His first organised attempt was his es-
tablishment of the central institution 
Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha, intended 
to promote education and socio-eco-
nomic improvement, as well as the wel-
fare of “outcastes”, at the time referred 
to as depressed classes.[32] For the 

defence of Dalit rights, he started five 
periodicals – Mooknayak (the leader 
of the dumb, 1920), Bahishkrit Bharat 
(ostracized India, 1924), Samta (Equal-
ity, 1928), Janata (The People, 1930), 
and Prabuddha Bharat (Enlightened 
India, 1956). 

He was appointed to the Bombay 
Presidency Committee to work with 
the all-European Simon Commission 
in 1925. This commission had sparked 
great protests across India, and while 
its report was ignored by most Indians, 
Ambedkar himself wrote a separate set 
of recommendations for the future Con-
stitution of India. 

By 1927, Ambedkar had decided 
to launch active movements against 

untouchability. He began with public 
movements and marches to open up 
public drinking water resources. He 
also began a struggle for the right to en-
ter Hindu temples. He led a satyagraha 
in Mahad to fight for the right of the 
untouchable community to draw water 
from the main water tank of the town. 
In a conference in late 1927, Ambedkar 
publicly condemned the classic Hindu 
text, the Manusmriti (Laws of Manu), 
for ideologically justifying caste dis-
crimination and “untouchability”, and 
he ceremonially burned copies of the 
ancient text. on 25 December 1927, he 
led thousands of followers to burn cop-
ies of Manusmrti.[ Thus annually 25 
December is celebrated as Manusmriti 
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Dahan Din (Manusmriti Burning Day) 
by Ambedkarites and Dalits. 

In 1930, Ambedkar launched Ka-
laram Temple movement after three 
months of preparation. About 15,000 
volunteers assembled at Kalaram Tem-
ple satygraha making one of the greatest 
processions of Nashik. The procession 
was headed by a military band, a batch 
of scouts, women and men walked in 
discipline, order and determination to 
see the god for the first time. When they 
reached to gate, the gates were closed 
by Brahmin authorities. 

Poona Pact
In 1932, British announced the 

formation of a separate electorate for 
“Depressed Classes” in the Commu-
nal Award. Gandhi fiercely opposed a 
separate electorate for untouchables, 
saying he feared that such an arrange-
ment would divide the Hindu commu-
nity. Gandhi protested by fasting while 
imprisoned in the Yerwada Central Jail 
of Poona. Following the fast, Congress 
politicians and activists such as Madan 
Mohan Malaviya and Palwankar Baloo 
organised joint meetings with Ambed-
kar and his supporters at Yerwada. 
on 25 September 1932, the agreement 
known as Poona Pact was signed be-
tween Ambedkar (on behalf of the de-
pressed classes among Hindus) and 
Madan Mohan Malaviya (on behalf of 
the other Hindus). The agreement gave 
reserved seats for the depressed classes 
in the Provisional legislatures, within 
the general electorate. Due to the pact, 
the depressed class received 148 seats 
in the legislature, instead of the 71 as 
allocated in the Communal Award ear-
lier proposed by British Prime Minister 
Ramsay MacDonald. The text uses the 
term “Depressed Classes” to denote Un-
touchables among Hindus who were lat-
er called Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes under India Act 1935, and 
the later Indian Constitution of 1950. In 
the Poona Pact, a unified electorate was 
in principle formed, but primary and 
secondary elections allowed Untouch-
ables in practice to choose their own 
candidates.

Political career
Ambedkar’s political career started 

in 1926 and he continued to hold vari-
ous positions in the political field until 
1956. In December 1926, the Governor 
of Bombay nominated him as a mem-
ber of the Bombay Legislative Council; 
he took his duties seriously, and often 
delivered speeches on economic mat-

ters. He was a member of the Bombay 
Legislative Council until 1936. 

In 1935, Ambedkar was appointed 
principal of the Government Law Col-
lege, Bombay, a position he held for 
two years. He also served as the chair-
man of Governing body of Ramjas Col-
lege, University of Delhi, after the death 
of its founder, Rai Kedarnath. Settling 
in Bombay (today called Mumbai), 
Ambedkar oversaw the construction of 
a house Rajgruha, and stocked his per-
sonal library with more than 50,000 
books. His wife Ramabai died after a 

long illness the same year. It had been 
her long-standing wish to go on a pil-
grimage to Pandharpur, but Ambedkar 
had refused to let her go, telling her that 
he would create a new Pandharpur for 
her instead of Hinduism’s Pandharpur 
which treated them as untouchables. 
At the Yeola Conversion Conference 
on 13 october in Nasik, Ambedkar an-
nounced his intention to convert to a 
different religion and exhorted his fol-
lowers to leave Hinduism. He would re-
peat his message at many public meet-
ings across India.

Ambedkar published his book An-
nihilation of Caste on 15 May 1936. It 
strongly criticised Hindu orthodox re-
ligious leaders and the caste system in 
general, and included “a rebuke of Gan-
dhi” on the subject. Later, in a 1955 BBC 
interview, he accused Gandhi of writing 
in opposition of the caste system in 
English language papers while writing 
in support of it in Gujarati language pa-
pers.

In 1936, Ambedkar founded the 
Independent Labour Party, which con-
tested the 1937 Bombay election to the 
Central Legislative Assembly for the 
13 reserved and 4 general seats, and 
secured 11 and 3 seats respectively. 
Ambedkar was elected to the Bombay 

Legislative Assembly as a legislator 
(MLA). He was a member of the As-
sembly until 1942 and during this time 
he also served as the Leader of the op-
position in the Bombay Legislative As-
sembly. 

All India Scheduled Castes Federa-
tion was a socio-political organisation 
founded by Ambedkar in 1942 to cam-
paign for the rights of the Dalit com-
munity. During the year 1942 to 1946, 
Ambedkar served on the Defence Advi-
sory Committee and the viceroy’s Ex-
ecutive Council as minister for labour.

After the Lahore resolution (1940) 
of the Muslim League demanding Paki-
stan, Ambedkar wrote a 400-page tract 
titled Thoughts on Pakistan, which 
analysed the concept of “Pakistan” in 
all its aspects. Ambedkar argued that 
the Hindus should concede Pakistan 
to the Muslims. He proposed that the 
provincial boundaries of Punjab and 
Bengal should be redrawn to separate 
the Muslim and non-Muslim majority 
parts. He thought the Muslims could 
have no objection to redrawing provin-
cial boundaries. If they did, they did not 
quite “understand the nature of their 
own demand”. Scholar venkat Dhuli-
pala states that Thoughts on Pakistan 
“rocked Indian politics for a decade”. 
It determined the course of dialogue 
between the Muslim League and the In-
dian National Congress, paving the way 
for the Partition of India.[ 

In his work Who Were the Shudras?, 
Ambedkar tried to explain the forma-
tion of untouchables. He saw Shudras 
and Ati Shudras who form the lowest 
caste in the ritual hierarchy of the caste 
system, as separate from Untouchables. 
Ambedkar oversaw the transformation 
of his political party into the Scheduled 
Castes Federation, although it per-
formed poorly in the 1946 elections for 

Ambedkar published his book Annihilation of 
Caste on 15 May 1936. It strongly criticised Hindu 
orthodox religious leaders and the caste system in 
general, and included “a rebuke of Gandhi” on the 
subject. Later, in a 1955 BBC interview, he accused 
Gandhi of writing in opposition of the caste system 
in English language papers while writing in support 
of it in Gujarati language papers.
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Constituent Assembly of India. Later he 
was elected into the constituent assembly 
of Bengal where Muslim League was in 
power. Ambedkar contested in the Bom-
bay North first Indian General Election 
of 1952, but lost to his former assistant 
and Congress Party candidate Narayan 
Sadoba Kajrolkar, who polled 138,137 
votes compared to Ambedkar’s 123,576. 
He tried to enter Lok Sabha again in the 
by-election of 1954 from Bhandara, but 
he placed third (the Congress Party won). 
By the time of the second general election 
in 1957, Ambedkar had died.

Ambedkar had twice became a 
member of the Parliament of India rep-
resenting Bombay State in the Rajya 
Sabha, the upper house of the Indian 
parliament. His first term as a Rajya 
Sabha member was between 3 April 
1952 and 2 April 1956, and his second 
term was to be held from 3 April 1956 
to 2 April 1962, but before the expiry of 
the term, he died on 6 December 1956. 

on 30 September 1956, Ambed-
kar had announced the establishment 
of the “Republican Party of India” by 
dismissing the “Scheduled Castes Fed-
eration”, but before the formation of 
the party, he passed away on 6 Decem-
ber 1956. After that, his followers and 
activists planned to form this party. A 
meeting of the Presidency was held at 
Nagpur on 1 october 1957 to establish 
the party. At this meeting, N. Sivaraj, 
Yashwant Ambedkar, P. T. Borale, A. 
G. Pawar, Datta Katti, D. A. Rupavate 
were present. The Republican Party of 
India was formed on 3 october 1957. N. 
Shivraj was elected as the President of 
the party. 

opposition to Aryan inva-
sion theory

Ambedkar viewed the Shudras 
as Aryan and adamantly rejected the 
Aryan invasion theory, describing it as 
“so absurd that it ought to have been 
dead long ago” in his 1946 book Who 
Were the Shudras?. Ambedkar viewed 
Shudras as originally being “part of the 
Kshatriya varna in the Indo-Aryan so-
ciety”, but became socially degraded 
after they inflicted many tyrannies on 
Brahmins. 

According to Arvind Sharma, 
Ambedkar noticed certain flaws in the 
Aryan invasion theory that were later 
acknowledged by western scholarship. 
For example, scholars now acknowl-
edge anās in Rig Veda 5.29.10 refers 
to speech rather than the shape of the 
nose. Ambedkar anticipated this mod-
ern view. 

Ambedkar disputed various hy-
potheses of the Aryan homeland being 
outside India, and concluded the Aryan 
homeland was India itself. According to 
Ambedkar, the Rig veda says Aryans, 
Dāsa and Dasyus were competing reli-
gious groups, not different peoples. 

Drafting India’s Constitution
Upon India’s independence on 15 

August 1947, the new Congress-led gov-
ernment invited Ambedkar to serve as 
the nation’s first Law and Justice Min-
ister, which he accepted. on 29 August, 
he was appointed Chairman of the Con-
stitution Drafting Committee, and was 
appointed by the Constituent Assembly 
to write India’s new Constitution. 

Ambedkar was a wise constitutional 
expert, he had studied the constitu-
tions of about 60 countries. Ambedkar 
is recognised as the “Father of the Con-
stitution of India”. In the Constitution 

Assembly, a member of the drafting 
committee, T. T. Krishnamachari said, 
“(...) it happened ultimately that the 
burden of drafting this constitution fell 
on Dr. Ambedkar and I have no doubt 
that we are grateful to him for having 
achieved this task in a manner which is 
undoubtedly commendable.” 

Granville Austin described the Indi-
an Constitution drafted by Ambedkar as 
‘first and foremost a social document’. 
‘The majority of India’s constitutional 
provisions are either directly arrived at 
furthering the aim of social revolution 
or attempt to foster this revolution by 
establishing conditions necessary for its 
achievement.’

The text prepared by Ambedkar 
provided constitutional guarantees and 

protections for a wide range of civil lib-
erties for individual citizens, including 
freedom of religion, the abolition of 
untouchability, and the outlawing of all 
forms of discrimination. Ambedkar ar-
gued for extensive economic and social 
rights for women, and won the Assem-
bly’s support for introducing a system of 
reservations of jobs in the civil services, 
schools and colleges for members of 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes 
and other Backward Class, a system 
akin to affirmative action. India’s law-
makers hoped to eradicate the socio-
economic inequalities and lack of op-
portunities for India’s depressed classes 
through these measures. The Constitu-
tion was adopted on 26 November 1949 
by the Constituent Assembly. 

opposition to Article 370
Members of the Bharatiya Janata 

Party state that Ambedkar opposed 
Article 370 of the Constitution of In-
dia, which granted special status to the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir, and it 
was included in the constitution against 
his wishes. Ambedkarite scholar Pratik 
Tembhurne points out that this attri-
bution emerged for the first time in a 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh publica-
tion Tarun Bharat in 1991, four decades 
after Ambedkar’s death. Its veracity is 
not confirmed[ According to Dhananjay 
veer’s biography, when asked in a press 
conference whether Article 370 helped 
solve the problem of Kashmir, he re-
sponded that it was unfair on the part 
of Kashmir to expect India to provide 
military and other necessary services 
but to not merge with it. 

B.r. Ambedkar in 1950
Support for uniform civil code
During the debates in the Constitu-

ent Assembly, Ambedkar demonstrated 
his will to reform Indian society by rec-
ommending the adoption of a Uniform 
Civil Code. Ambedkar resigned from 
the cabinet in 1951, when parliament 
stalled his draft of the Hindu Code Bill, 
which sought to enshrine gender equal-
ity in the laws of inheritance and mar-
riage. 

Economic planning
Ambedkar was the first Indian to 

pursue a doctorate in economics abroad. 
He argued that industrialisation and ag-
ricultural growth could enhance the In-
dian economy. He stressed investment 
in agriculture as the primary industry 
of India. According to Sharad Pawar, 
Ambedkar’s vision helped the govern-
ment to achieve its food security goal. 

According to Arvind 
Sharma, Ambedkar 
noticed certain flaws 
in the Aryan invasion 
theory that were later 
acknowledged by 
western scholarship. For 
example, scholars now 
acknowledge anās in Rig 
veda 5.29.10 refers to 
speech rather than the 
shape of the nose. 
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Ambedkar advocated national econom-
ic and social development, stressing 
education, public hygiene, community 
health, residential facilities as the basic 
amenities. He calculated the loss of de-
velopment caused by British rule.

Ambedkar was trained as an econo-
mist, and was a professional economist 
until 1921, when he became a political 
leader. He wrote three scholarly books 
on economics: Administration and Fi-
nance of the East India Company, The 
Evolution of Provincial Finance in Brit-
ish India, and The Problem of the Ru-
pee: Its origin and Its Solution

Second marriage
Ambedkar’s first wife, Ramabai, 

died in 1935 after a long illness. After 
completing the draft of India’s constitu-
tion in the late 1940s, he suffered from 
lack of sleep, had neuropathic pain in 
his legs, and was taking insulin and 
homoeopathic medicines. He went to 
Bombay for treatment, and there met 
Dr. Sharada Kabir, a Saraswat Brah-
min, whom he married on 15 April 
1948, at his home in New Delhi. She 
was 39 years old and he was 57. Doctors 
recommended a companion who was a 
good cook and had medical knowledge 
to care for him. She adopted the name 
Savita Ambedkar and cared for him the 
rest of his life. Savita Ambedkar, who 

was called ‘Mai’ or ‘Maisaheb’, died on 
29 May 2003, aged 94 at J J Hospital, 
Mumbai. 

Conversion to Buddhism
on october 13, 1935 Ambedkar pre-

sided over the Yeola Conversion Confer-
ence, held in Yeola, in Nasikh District. 
He advised the Depressed Classes to 
abandon all agitation for temple-entry 
privileges; instead, they should leave 
Hinduism entirely and embrace anoth-
er religion. He vowed, “I solemnly as-
sure you that I will not die as a Hindu.” 
Ambedkar considered converting to 
Sikhism, which encouraged opposition 
to oppression and so appealed to lead-
ers of scheduled castes. But after meet-
ing with Sikh leaders, he concluded that 
he might get “second-rate” Sikh status, 
as described by scholar Stephen P. Co-
hen.

Instead, he studied Buddhism all his 
life. Around 1950, he devoted his atten-
tion to Buddhism and travelled to Cey-
lon (now Sri Lanka) to attend a meeting 
of the World Fellowship of Buddhists. 
While dedicating a new Buddhist vihara 
near Pune, Ambedkar announced he 
was writing a book on Buddhism, and 
that when it was finished, he would for-
mally convert to Buddhism. He twice 
visited Burma in 1954; the second time 
to attend the third conference of the 

World Fellowship of Buddhists in Ran-
goon. In 1955, he founded the Bharatiya 
Bauddha Mahasabha, or the Buddhist 
Society of India. He completed his final 
work, The Buddha and His Dhamma, 
in 1956 which was published posthu-
mously. 

After meetings with the Sri Lank-
an Buddhist monk Hammalawa Sad-
dhatissa, Ambedkar organised a formal 
public ceremony for himself and his 
supporters in Deekshabhoomi, Nag-
pur on 14 october 1956. Accepting the 
Three Refuges and Five Precepts from 
a Buddhist monk Mahasthavir Chan-
dramani in the traditional manner, 
Ambedkar completed his own conver-
sion, along with his wife. He then pro-
ceeded to convert some 500,000 of his 
supporters who were gathered around 
him. He prescribed the 22 vows for 
these converts, after the Three Jewels 
and Five Precepts. on this occasion, 
many upper caste Hindus too accepted 
Buddhism. After Nagpur, on 16 october 
1956, Ambedkar again gave Buddhism 
to more than 300,000 of his followers 
at Chandrapur, since the place is also 
known as Deekshabhoomi. He then 
travelled to Kathmandu, Nepal to attend 
the Fourth World Buddhist Conference. 
His work on The Buddha or Karl Marx 
and “Revolution and counter-revolution 
in ancient India” remained incomplete. 
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Death
Since 1948, Ambedkar suffered 

from diabetes. He was bed-ridden from 
June to october in 1954 due to medi-
cation side-effects and poor eyesight. 
He had been increasingly embittered 
by political issues, which took a toll on 
his health. His health worsened during 
1955. Three days after completing his 
final manuscript The Buddha and His 
Dhamma, Ambedkar died in his sleep 
on 6 December 1956 at his home in 
Delhi.

A Buddhist cremation was organised 
at Dadar Chowpatty beach (Chaitya 
Bhoomi) on 7 December, attended by 
half a million grieving people. A conver-
sion program was organised on 16 De-
cember 1956, so that cremation attend-
ees were also converted to Buddhism at 
the same place. 

Ambedkar was survived by his sec-
ond wife, who died in 2003, and his son 
Yashwant Ambedkar (known as Bhaiya-
saheb). Ambedkar’s grandson, Prakash 
Ambedkar, is the former chief-adviser of 
the Buddhist Society of India, leads the 
vanchit Bahujan Aghad and has served 
in both houses of the Indian Parliament. 

A number of unfinished typescripts 
and handwritten drafts were found 
among Ambedkar’s notes and papers and 
gradually made available. Among these 
were Waiting for a visa, which probably 
dates from 1935–36 and is an autobio-
graphical work, and the Untouchables, 
or the Children of India’s Ghetto, which 
refers to the census of 1951. 

on the anniversary of his birth and 
death, and on Dhamma Chakra Pra-
vartan Din (14 october) at Nagpur, at 
least half a million people gather to pay 
homage to him at his memorial in Mum-
bai. Thousands of bookshops are set up, 
and books are sold. His message to his 
followers was “educate, agitate, and or-
ganize”.

Personal life
Ambedkar taught Ramabai to 

write and read. His affectionate name 
for her was “Rāmu”, while she called 
him “Saheb”. They had five children – 
Yashwant, Gangadhar, Ramesh, Indu 
(daughter) and Rajratna. Apart from 
Yashwant (1912–1977), the other four 
died in their childhood. Yashwant alone 
survived as his descendant. His second 
wife Savita had no children. 

Ambedkar considered three people 
as his gurus or masters, and each of their 
contributions to his personal views and 
corresponding activism were immense. 
His first Guru was Gautama Buddha, 

the second was Saint Kabir, and the 
third was Mahatma Jyotirao Phule. 

Influence and legacy
Ambedkar’s legacy as a socio-po-

litical reformer, had a deep effect on 
modern India. In post-Independence 
India, his socio-political thought is re-
spected across the political spectrum. 
His initiatives have influenced various 
spheres of life and transformed the way 
India today looks at socio-economic 
policies, education and affirmative ac-
tion through socio-economic and legal 
incentives. His reputation as a scholar 
led to his appointment as free India’s 
first law minister, and chairman of the 
committee for drafting the constitution. 
He passionately believed in individual 
freedom and criticised caste society. 
His accusations of Hinduism as be-
ing the foundation of the caste system 
made him controversial and unpopular 
among conventional Hindus. His con-
version to Buddhism sparked a revival 
in interest in Buddhist philosophy in 
India and abroad. 

Ambedkar’s political philosophy has 
given rise to a large number of politi-
cal parties, publications and workers’ 
unions that remain active across India, 
especially in Maharashtra. His promo-
tion of Buddhism has rejuvenated in-
terest in Buddhist philosophy among 
sections of population in India. Mass 
conversion ceremonies have been or-
ganised in modern times, emulating 
Ambedkar’s Nagpur ceremony of 1956. 
Followers of the Navayana regard him 

as a bodhisattva, the Maitreya, although 
he never claimed it himself. outside In-
dia, during the late 1990s, some Hun-
garian Romani people drew parallels 
between their own situation and that of 
the downtrodden people in India and 
converted to Buddhism. Japan’s Bura-
kumin community leaders are spread-
ing the Ambedkar’s philosophy to the 
Burakumin people. 

For his actions towards the salva-
tion and equality of mankind, his fol-
lowers and the Indian people started 
respectfully addressing him as “Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar”, since some-
time between September–october 
1927. “Babasaheb” is a Marathi phrase 
which roughly translates, literally as 
“Father-Sir” (baba: father; and saheb: 
Sir) or “Respected Father” because mil-
lions of Indians consider him a “great 
liberator”. Ambedkar is also known as 
“Bhim”. This name is used for many 
things like Bhim Janmabhoomi (birth-
place of Bhim), Bhim Jayanti (birthday 
of Bhim), Jai Bhim (victory to Bhim), 
Bhim Stambh (Bhim pillar), Bhim Geet 
(Bhim song), Bhim flag, Bhim Army, 
Bhim Nagar, BHIM, Bhim Sainik (Bhim 
soldier), Bhim Garjana etc. Jai Bhim is 
a greeting used by Ambedkarites, fol-
lowers of Ambedkarism. 

Statues and monument commem-
orating Ambedkar are widespread 
throughout India, as well as existing 
elsewhere. Many public institutions 
are named in his honour, such as the 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar International 
Airport, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar National 
Institute of Technology, Jalandhar, and 
Ambedkar University Delhi. A large of-
ficial portrait of Ambedkar is on display 
in the Indian Parliament building.

Ambedkar was voted “the Greatest 
Indian” in 2012 by a poll organised by 
History Tv18 and CNN IBN. Nearly 20 
million votes were cast. The first Prime 
Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru 
said that, “Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar 
was a symbol of revolt against all op-
pressive features of the Hindu society.”[ 
In 2004, Columbia University honors 
Ambedkar in the course of its 250th 
birthday celebration. The University 
also referred him as “the founding fa-
ther of modern India”. The Maharash-
tra government acquired the house in 
London where Ambedkar lived dur-
ing his days as a student in the 1920s. 
In 2015, the house was converted into 
a museum-cum-memorial named Dr. 
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar Memorial. 

Writer is Retired IAS  & 
prominent social activist
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sanjay mendiratta 

Runjhun Noopur’s Protagonist The 
Corporate Guy embarks on a journey 
casting away his routine corporate life 
as he finds himself sucked into an as-
tounding, mystical world of talking 
mirrors, alternate dimensions, crazy 
set designs, terrifyingly apt background 
music and one crazy Baba who loves Co-
bain as much as he loves sarcasm. Will 
our corporate guy survive this wacky 
quest? And find himself what he thinks 
Nirvana, happiness is.

 
More on the book

on an average bad day, a troubled 
corporate guy has a bizarre encounter. 
A faceless voice promises him the one 
thing he craves for but can’t seem to 
get - Happiness. As he sets out on this 
thrilling quest, he finds himself sucked 
into an astounding, mystical world of 
talking mirrors, alternate dimensions, 
crazy set designs, terrifyingly apt back-
ground music and one crazy Baba who 
loves Cobain as much as he loves sar-
casm. Will our corporate guy survive 
this wacky quest? Is the light at the end 
of this weird tunnel a dream? or is it re-
ally elusive key to happiness?

Nirvana is a roller-coaster ride that 
will make you question everything you 
ever about your own happiness.  Run-
jhun Noopur’s wild, hilarious but sur-
prisingly profound debut looks beyond 
the solemnity of self-help and offers a 
take on principles of happiness that is as 
unique as it is life-changing. If you feel 
trapped in a daily rut, or if you simply 
seek a fulfilling life, Nirvana may just be 
the answer you were looking for. 

 
About the author

Runjhun Noopur is an ex-corporate 
lawyer turned author and entrepreneur. 
Runjhun has been writing for over 10 
years, was chosen for the ‘AIB First 
Draft Writers’ and was one of the win-
ners of the prestigious DWL Interna-
tional Short Story Competition, 2018.

(Writer is head of Corporate 
Communications) 

Corporate Nirvana
Nirvana is a roller-coaster ride that will make you question 

everything you ever about your own happiness.
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kapil Dudakia

on Wednesday 25th Septem-
ber 2019 the cat was finally 
out of the bag. And what may 
you say am I referring to? It 

was the day when the British Labour 
Party under the leadership of Jeremy 
Corbyn passed a motion during their 
annual conference that can only be de-
scribed as anti-India and pro-Pakistan.

The resolution was proposed by 
Uzma Rasool and Seconded by Cllr 
Neghat Khan and supported by Naz 
Shah MP and Kaneez Akhtar.JKSDMI 
(Jammu and Kashmir Self-Determina-
tion Movement International) led by 
Cllr Yasmine Dar, Chairperson JKSDMI 
UK and Mohammed Azam were active 

participants for the motion and Raja 
Najabat Hussain, Chairman JKSDMI, 
was also present at the Conference.

I give you this information to show 
the infiltration that has taken place in 
British politics by the Pakistani com-

munity.  I refer of course to the British 
Labour Party which one can say is in-
creasingly becoming Sharia compliant.

There was outrage from NRI, PIos, 
the HCIL and of course from Delhi.  
This was quite surprising to me.  After 
all, why the outrage?  The Labour Party 

has not hidden it’s anti-India, anti-Modi 
and even anti-Hindu credentials from 
anyone.  They have openly campaigned 
against India and Indian interest.  In-
fact, it was Labour Party MPs who put 
forward the motion to place a visa 
ban on the then CM Modi.  It was the 
same Labour Party that objected to PM 
Modi and his visit(s) to the UK.  It was 
the same Labour Party that had tabled 
several anti-India and anti-Modi EDM 
(Early Day Motions) in Parliament. 

We have ALL known for more than 
a decade that the British Labour Party 
under many of its previous leaders, in-
cluding its present leader Jeremy Cor-
byn, has steadfastly followed a course of 
action that has been pro-Pakistan.  They 
do so because the huge Sunni vote bank 

British Labour Party 
Appeaser of Terrorists?

 Infiltration of Pakistani community into British politics is 
deeper than one can imagine

Konversations 
with Kapil
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of Pakistani heritage has leveraged its 
position to such an extent that politi-
cally they now control the narrative of 
the Labour Party when it comes to India 
and Pakistan.

I have written several articles since 
at least 2014 in which I have explicitly 
made it clear to all the readers the anti-
India underbelly of the Labour Party.  
I know that both HCIL and Delhi are 
fully aware of the politics of the La-
bour Party. Yet, and this is what is so 
astounding, we Indians have given a 
platform to our enemy at every given 
opportunity.  Some Labour MPs and 
Councillors seem to have a free pass to 
walk in and out of HCIL. They are in-
vited to all the key functions. They are 
wined and dined. They are given the 

stage to narrate their fake support for 
India to keep the Indian voters on side.  
Even Delhi is guilty of such practice. 
Some Labour MPs and Councillors have 
had access to the corridors of power 
since 2014.  How is that possible?  Ask 
yourself a simple question. The Govern-
ment of PM Modi allowed MPs from the 
Labour Party to have access to Delhi 
for their photoshoots, the very politi-
cal party that sought a visa ban on CM 
Modi and the same political party that 
campaigned against PM Modi’s visit to 
the UK.  Think about it folks, what on 
earth is going on with us Indians?  How 
stupid are we that we allow our enemy 
into our homes to exploit us?  Is this any 
different to the invaders who enslaved 
Bharat for some 1500 years?  They did 

so because the ‘Sepoys’ of Hindustan 
sold the people out for their own privi-
leges.  It seems very little has changed.  
The white man in London still wants to 
tell the Indian how to do things. only 
this time it’s the Labour Party.

It was only after this public embar-
rassment that the HCIL cancelled its 
dinner at the Labour Party conference. 
Yes, you read that correctly, the HCIL 
has been hosting dinners at the Labour 
Party conference for many years.  Why 
on earth would the largest democracy, 
one of the biggest emerging economies 
belittle itself to a British political party 
that spits in its face?  Is there no hon-
our?  Where is the Lion of Bharat?  It 
has become a little kitten being patted 
by the British Labour Party that treats 
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all Indians with utter contempt. Is this 
going to be the new emerging super-
power called India? 

So why is this happening?  Well let’s 
be clear. We have operatives represent-
ing India in London, as well as those 
who run Delhi who have quite honestly 
let the side down.  They have relied on 
their friends as advisors.  The only prob-
lem, these so-called friends are in fact 
members (or ex-members) of the La-
bour Party.  Think about it, we have got 
Indian officials who are advised by peo-
ple whose first loyalty is to the British 
Labour Party.They know who they are, 
as do I.  I have just heard that some of 
them are claiming that they had left the 
Labour Party many years back. Interest-
ing because those very same people have 

been campaigning for the Labour Party 
at local elections, General Elections and 
in fact, even for the Pakistani Labour 
Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan.  Yes, the 
same Sadiq Khan who sat on his back-
side whilst the Pakistani goons were 
violating the peace outside the HCIL 
on the 15th of August.  Think about it, 
the IndianConsulate was attacked by 
Pakistani goons whilst the Pakistani 
London Mayor turned a blind eye and 
the Police stood by 
and watched.  In-
dian men, women 
and children at one 
point had to seek 
sanctuary within the 
HCIL building itself.  
And even after such 
open provocation, 
the HCIL thought 
it would be a great 
idea to host a din-
ner at the Labour 
Party Conference.  
Think about the ut-
ter madness of those 
in senior positions.  
Would a British or 
American consulate 
ever allow anything 
like this to happen? 
Never.

I highlight this 
uncomfortable truth 
so we can set the de-
velopments taking 
place in some sort of 
context.  In my view 
Pakistan has played 
this brilliantly. They 
have over the past 4 
decades spent mil-
lions of pounds to 
ensure that grass-
roots organisations, 
and grassroots champions of Pakistan 
are resourced well.  Many are full-time 
operatives. Their sole purpose to fight 
the battle against India.  They have 
infiltrated the Labour Party which is 
now becoming Sharia Complaint.  This 
infiltration is embedded to such a de-
gree that proportionately Muslims are 
represented significantly more when it 
comes to positions as Councillors, or 
MPs or even in the Lords.  A terrorist 
nation such as Pakistan has used the 
oldest trick in the book, spend money 
and it has resourcedits supporters so 
they can fight the local battle.  And 
what has India done? Nothing in com-
parison. In fact, the champions of India 
who have fought the battle with one 

hand tied behind their back have never 
been supported. They continue the fight 
because they are true Indians.  They do 
so at their own expense and they put 
their lives at stake each and every day. 
And for alltheir effort what do they get?  
Nothing. Why you may ask. The answer 
is the ‘Sepoys’ who are the gate keepers 
to the Indian hierarchy ensure that no 
one of competence gets through, lest 
they outshine them. If the PM of In-

dia wants to know 
whose advice he 
should seek when 
it comes to the UK 
(or even America) 
then one call to 
Dr Swamy will do 
the trick.  He will 
tell them the facts 
as they are on the 
ground.

Whilst I have 
outed the HCIL for 
their oversight, let 
me turn to the hun-
dreds of organisa-
tions representing 
Indians in the UK. 
These might be 
Mandirs, Mosques, 
Gurdwaras, com-
munity centres and 
so on. How many 
of their presidents 
have written to Jer-
emy Corbyn to de-
mand that the mo-
tion be rescinded?  
How many of these 
organisations will 
entertain Labour 
MPs and Council-
lors during our up-
coming Dussehra, 
Navratri and Diwali 

celebrations?  You see, we are our own 
worst enemies.  These Labour MPs who 
have stabbed us, not in the back – but 
directing in our chest facing us, will be 
invited to contaminate our sacred reli-
gious and cultural events. 

The modern day ‘Sepoys’ thrive in 
our organisations because we the pub-
lic could not care less about what they 
do. Every one of us who shouts and 
screams temporarily on this Labour 
Party motion will be the same people 
who will remain silent when these La-
bour anti-India politicians come to visit 
our events.

Not all organisations are the same 
though. Thankfully we have got some 
organisations like the Hindu Forum 

We have operatives 
representing India 
in London, as well as 
those who run Delhi 
who have quite honestly 
let the side down.  They 
have relied on their 
friends as advisors.  
The only problem, 
these so-called friends 
are in fact members 
(or ex-members) of the 
Labour Party.  Think 
about it, we have got 
Indian officials who 
are advised by people 
whose first loyalty is 
to the British Labour 
Party.
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of Britain and the National Council of 
Hindu Temples that have historically 
exposed the true face of the British La-
bour Party. They get attacked from both 
the lovers of Labour as well as the ‘Sep-
oys’ from within. I take this opportunity 
to commend them for their efforts.  If 
only all our organisations and leaders 
had the same Dharmic courage, then so 
much that is wrong can be put right.

Let us come back to the original 
point of the Labour Party passing a mo-
tion that is anti-India with respect to 
Jammu and Kashmir.As early as 2009 
I traced an EDM in the British Parlia-
ment that is anti-India on Kashmir.  It 
was signed by Jeremy Corbyn who was 
just an MP at that time.  Now he is the 
leader of the Labour Party that wishes 
to form the next Government.  Meaning 
Jeremy Corbyn wants to be the next Brit-
ish Prime Minister.  Just take a breath 
and give that idea some thought.  Now 
do you see how far back the Pakistani 
hand stretches. For decades they have 
patiently invested time, money and en-
ergy in cultivating the Labour Party so 
that when the time comes, they would 
have their support.  of course, the game 
is not over yet!  But it’s time for India 
and Indians to grow up.  British Indi-
ans who continue to vote for the Labour 
Party, let us be clear, you are traitors. 
Yes, that is indeed a strong word, but 
it represents my genuine belief of their 
actions. When people vote for a politi-
cal party that is hell bent on destroying 
your ancestral heritage, then what else 
can we call them but traitors. I say to all 
of them, you alone are responsible for 
the mess you help to create when you 
vote for this anti-India party. The buck 
will stop at your door.

For India, for how long will you 
give privilege and access to those who 
undermine the nation? I know the In-
dian Government is securing advice 
from certain PIos and NRIs.  Let me 
make it clear, these people are or have 
been members of the Labour Party for 
years.  Their best friends are the senior-
ity in the Labour Party as well as in the 
House of Lords.  Do you honestly think 
their advice will ever be truthful?  These 
PIos and NRIs might be friends of the 
BJP hierarchy, but they are traitors to 
India and Indians.  It’s time people in 
Delhi woke up to ground reality and un-
derstand what is really at stake.

With respect to the UK I have con-
ducted a straw poll on Indian origin 
politicians in the Labour Party.  I wrote 
to the MPs and also to Labour Council-
lors in Leicester (the city which has such 
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a huge Indian population).  Let me 
list out these people for your refer-
ence:

Indian origin Labour MPs: 
Keith vaz, virendra Sharma, Lisa 
Nandy, valerie vaz, Seema Malho-
tra, Thangam Debonnaie, Tanman-
jeet Singh Dhesi andPreet Gill.

Leicester City Indian origin 
Labour Councillors:DeepakBajaj, 
PadminiChamund, Ratilal Govind, 
Rashmikant Joshi Manjit Kaur 
Saini, Rita Patel,Hemant Rae Bha-
tia, vijay Riyait, Gurinder Singh 
Sandhu, Kulwinder Singh Johal, 
NitaSolanki and Mahendravaland. 

Having sent them reminders 
to ensure they understood their 
response was required to my ques-
tions to them, to date only two have 
responded.  What does that tell you 
about these Indians in the Labour 
Party?  When faced with the truth 
of their treachery, they exhibit cow-
ardice of the highest order.

The two responses (I thank 
them for their response):

“I am very disappointed that 
this motion passed at Labour Party 
Conference. I was not at Confer-
ence I was instead working in my 
constituency with schools, commu-
nity groups and the police. Kash-
mir is a matter for India to address 
internally as decided by their own 
constitution and laws. Britain can-
not preach the rights of self-deter-
mination but deny them to India 
itself.” virendra Sharma MP

And
‘I’m actually very pained and 

shocked by this motion taken by 
the Labour delegates. I firmly be-
lieve that it is India’s internal mat-
ter and no foreign political party 
has any right to intervene in such 
a manner. I’m writing a letter to 
Jeremy Corbyn along with many 
other Cllr colleagues and copying 
our respective MPs to object to it 
and seeking for it to be withdrawn. 
I have also posted my rejection on 
Twitter.’  Cllr Hemant Rae Bhatia.

I suspect if I were to ask every 
single Indian origin Labour Coun-
cillor the same questions, the vast 
majority no doubt would go into 
hiding.  They care more for their 
seats than their heritage, their 
faith and their bloodline.  As far as 
I can assess, I believe not one In-
dian from the Labour Party stood 
up on that momentous Wednesday 
to defend India at the Conference. 

Some might have been away from 
the conference but that still does 
not mean they cannot object to this 
absurd motion of lies and fake nar-
rative by the Labour Party.

Where does this leave of us as 
far as the UK is concerned. Well 
fortunately the Conservative Par-
ty is actually on the side of India, 
broadly speaking. If you recall, it 
was the Tory PM Cameron who in-
vited and gave an astounding wel-
come to PM Modi. Who can forget 
the scenes at Wembley Stadium?  
British politics is in a bit of a pickle 
at the moment. In this climate it is 
now inevitable that a General Elec-
tion will take place. Probably in 
November. Under normal circum-
stance one would be fearful that 
the Labour Party might come into 
power. However, my reading of the 
situation is that when a General 
Election is finally called, the Con-
servative Party will win and come 
in with a working majority.  This 
is great news for India and all In-
dians, but it’s no thanks to PIos or 
NRIs.  The proportion of NRIs and 
PIos still voting for the anti-India 
Labour Party is still too high.  I am 
hopeful that this final shameful act 
by the Labour Party has exposed its 
anti-Indian mindset.  That as a re-
sult we will see a dramatic shift of 
Indian voters to the Conservative 
Party.  We Indians need to put in 
power the Party that is more likely 
to be on our side. It may not be the 
perfect Party with the perfect man-
ifesto, but our bottom line should 
be, will they stand by us?  And if 
the answer is yes, then that’s where 
your vote goes.

The Jewish community has al-
most asa whole now transferred 
their allegiance to the Conservative 
Party.  They faced racist antisemitic 
behaviour by many in the Labour 
Party. They saw the Labour Party 
passing motions against them and 
in the end, as a community they re-
alised their well being in the coun-
try would be dependent not on the 
Labour Party, but the Conservative 
Party.  It’s time we took a leaf out of 
their play book, it’s time to nail our 
colours to the Conservative mast.

If India and Indians cannot see 
the writing on the wall, then we 
know only too well who to blame.

Twitter: @kk_oEg
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Opinion Express Fashion Desk

Indian designer Sonia Mehra has built her long-stand-
ing career in fashion by following her own set of rules. 
Known for her celebration of the exuberant, the em-

bellished, and the over the top, Sonia has been rocking 
the fashion industry with her unique and original designs 
since the 1990’s. Her commitment to remain true to her 
one-of-a-kind vision has afforded Sonia continued suc-
cess in an industry known for its fickleness. Her ability to 
change with the times while keeping her designs pure has 
not gone unnoticed. Since a very long time she has been 
portrayed as one of the leading designers and a lot has 
been written about her work and her accomplishments 
which has influenced a lot of upcoming designers to look 
at her work and creativity.

Her inspiration was derived by such artistic handy 
work of women of Gujarat and Rajasthan. With all the in-
terest and passion of a designer Sonia took to the skies 
and flew around the world to study Fashion and look at 
the work of various designers around the world. In  1990 
Sonia officially entered the Indian Fashion scene and soon 
established herself a name in being one of the top design-
ers in the Bridal wear segment, Branding in India in the 
early 90’s was not all that popular and just a few names 
were thrown about in the circle who know what branded 
clothes really meant. Sonia decided to give it a go at brand-
ing and she started her own label - “Sonia Creations by So-
nia Mehra” in the year 2001, which soon was changed to a 
personal signature name “ Sonia Mehra “ . The personal-
ized signature name soon became her brand or so called 
brand image with a formulation which said: Sexy silhou-
ettes, hippie inspired flowing fabrics, whimsical detailing 
and most importantly, a fabulous fit.

Looking back on her successes, Sonia diversifies her 
future collections based on what was missing in the past 
and the need of the current. Priding herself on the abil-
ity to design for any one, Sonia features everything in 
Women’s wear from Bridal wear, Sarees, Indo-Western 
Dresses, Salwar-Kameezes, Tunics & Fusion wear and 
onto the changing fashion trends which are ongoing, of 
late she has also introduced accessories with complement 
with her collection. 

 
Future Plans of Sonia

After her short course in London, Sonia is consider-
ing new fashion avenues, but wants to build her business 
slowly by taking time and keeping abreast of the happen-
ings in the world of fashion, she wants to build her brand 
where she is known to be creative with new designs and 
styles which keep on changing from year to year.

Truly luxurious, infinitely wearable, minimalist ap-
proach and an appeal to modern aesthetics, the brand is 
fashionable, with key colours, with soft feminine touches 
per use of draping Her dream is to further pursue her 
dreams and move forward with her label which is known 
for its bridal couture and diffusion line.

soft & savvy – sonia ignites fashion trends
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Sonia’s designs are for the modern, 
confident woman who believes in 
herself and knows how to flaunt 

fashion, who feels that timeless el-
egance and classic grace is important 
to her! A woman who thinks that she 
should be complimented by her cloth-
ing, not overpowered by it. 

The aim at Sonia’s has been to 
showcase a diverse collection in order 
to represent the rich cultural heritage of 
the East. The overall ambiance is very 
ornate with great emphasis on the use 
of cuts, both ageless and contemporary, 
to create a look which is elegantly clas-
sic yet sophisticatedly modern. 

The design philosophy behind So-
nia’s couture and wedding is timeless 
elegance. The colour palette is in ac-
cordance with the international fore-
cast. There is a wide variety of pure, 

indigenous fabrics including jamawars , 
silks , chiffons , chantilly lace and other 
luxurious fabrics. Heavily embellished 
raw silks and chiffons dominate the col-
lections with intricate threadwork and 
crystal based embellishment that adds 
to the grandeur. There is variety in sil-

houettes and colors; from the short and 
fitted to the long and flowy and from the 
soft pastels to the rich, vibrants. All in 
all, the Sonia’s couture radiates luxury 
and the superiority of the clothes speaks 
for themselves.

on the other hand Sonia’s ready 
to wear line caters to the young, style 
conscious woman of today who likes 
to dress with sophistication. Here the 
traditional trend and design meets 
modern flamboyance in style! The line 
represents freedom of expression, com-
fort and exuberance. The collection is 
all about reaching out to the masses; it’s 
affordable, trendy and exclusive. Every 
season a new range comes out with a 
new theme and color palette, which 
makes four collections a year. Rich, 
vibrant colors along with soft pastels 
make the collection young and fun!

FAShIoN For A 
CoNFIDENT woMAN

The design philosophy 
behind Sonia’s couture 
and wedding is timeless 
elegance. The colour 
palette is in accordance 
with the international 
forecast. 
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Even in a world overrun with 
award shows, the DPIFF remains 
the most prestigious, and a best 

picture victory cements film makers, 
actors and technicians placed in South 
Film Industry. 

Continuing the legacy of Shri Dada-
saheb Phalke, in current generations of 
films, Dadasaheb Phalke International 
Film Festival(DPIFF) is aimed to rec-
ognise and honour the South Film In-
dustry for the very first time with Da-
dasaheb Phalke Awards South 2019. 
The Dadasaheb Phalke Awards repre-
sents recognition from peers and level 
of career excellence to honour the best 
in films and film talents both in front of 
and behind the camera.

The Dadasaheb Phalke Awards 
South 2019 was a burst of love and 
sprightly, held its gala night in Hydera-
bad marking the occasion on 150th 
birth anniversary of Dadasaheb Phalke. 
The event seemed to have been symbol-

ised ascending the stairs of triumph as 
it was a success for the organisers and 
team for the very first time in south and 
this will continue each year on the 20th 
of September whereas the date for Bol-
lywood has been marked on the 20th of 
February which has been happening for 
the last five years.

Chadrashekar Pusalkar
Grandson of Shri Dadasaheb Phal-

ke& Founder of Dadasaheb Phalke In-
ternational Awareness Mission

“I would like to callDadasaheb 
Phalke as the‘Celebrity of the celebri-
ties’. Heis not only the Father of Indian 
Cinemas but also master of multiple 
arts. He was the first person to produce 
and release first feature length movie 
in India in 1913. The DPIFF organis-
ers and team have been working really 
hard in Mumbai and Delhi organising a 
successful award event like this. Now I 
am overwhelmed about DPIFF coming 

to South India as ‘Dadasaheb Phalke 
Awards South’ and I look forward for 
the next year!”

Anil Mishra
Founder, MD - DPIFF & Advisory 

Panel Member at CBFC
“Being the Founder of DPIFF, it’s a 

great honour to venture into South Film 
Industry which contributes 60% of the 
revenue for the Indian Cinema. We 
like to thank the people of south who 
supported us with this great event at 
Hyderabad and we promise to get big-
ger each year!”

yash jain
Creative Director - DPIFF
He handles right from scripting, 

delivering new ideas, working on the 
event flow and meeting sponsors. He 
hails from a small district called Harda, 
Madhya Pradesh. After college he got 
his first internship in BBC. He later di-

gLAM & gLITTEr
Dadasaheb Phalke Awards South , a remarkable show with 

outstanding presence
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rected ad shoots and has worked as as-
sociate talent producer for reality shows 
and also for Biggboss 4 in Hindi. It was 
then, the Founder of DPIFF recognised 
his talent and offered him to join DPIFF 
team!

Abhishek Mishra,
CEo of DPIFF & Advisory Panel 

Member for CBFC (Young Entrepre-
neur)

He is the brain behind DPIFF. His 
main aim is to develop the most pres-
tigious award for the Indian Film In-
dustry. He is the youngest CEo in the 
awards film world in India. When asked 
about how he managed to achieve this 
feet, he responded by saying I was a 
strong follower of Dadasaheb since my 
childhood and always wanted to con-
tribute the same through DPIFF at Pan 
India level. The 23 year old young lad 
started his career working with IIFA. 
He has travelled internationally and 
got exposed to how the dynamics of the 
award events work. His first venture as 
an independent organiser was North 
India Fashion Week in Mumbai. While 
he was still pursuing his Bachelors in 
Management Studies, he took over as 
CEo of DPIFF. While pursuing his Mas-
ters and four years of association with 
DPIFF he was appointed as jury mem-
ber for Censor Board. 

oPINIoN EXPrESS had an in-
teraction with Abhishek Mishra 
pre and post launch of the event.

How remarkable is DPIFF going to 
be this year considering the mark of 
150th birth anniversary of Dadasaheb 
Phalke?

Firstly, we wanted to venture into 
south and had been planning for quite 
sometime. It was then Chandrashekar 
Pusalkar ji decided on this very special 
occasion of Dadasaheb Phalke’s 150th 
birth anniversary to launch the South 
Awards for the South Film Industry. 
We want to continue his legacy every 
year and the least tribute that we could 
do for his deep-rooted contribution to-
wards Indian cinemas.

How different is it working 
for DPIFF at a National level and 
South?

The working style is different in Bol-
lywood compared to South. In Mumbai 
it is all about Bollywood. Here in south 
it is about all the four major film indus-
tries like Tollywood, Kollywood, Molly-
wood and Sandalwood coming together 
as one stop shop. Since it’s our first time 
in south, it was a challenge to convince 
the potential sponsors, media and PR. 
They were doubtful if we could handle 
and pull off a big event like this and 
make it successful as me and everyone 
working in the team are very young. 
From next year it is going to be easy for 
us as we have already set a benchmark. 

He is the brain behind DPIFF. His main aim is to 
develop the most prestigious award for the Indian 
Film Industry. He is the youngest CEo in the 
awards film world in India. When asked about how 
he managed to achieve this feet, he responded by 
saying I was a strong follower of Dadasaheb since 
my childhood and always wanted to contribute the 
same through DPIFF at Pan India level. 
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how is South treating you?
People here are absolute sympathet-

ic, kind and very helpful. We have been 
treated as special guests here. I would 
love to visit other places in South too 
and visit Hyderabad often.

About the event
The event took place at N-Conven-

tion in Hyderabad on the spectacular 
Friday night, 20th of September. There 
was huge crowd gathering for the show 
with fans waiting to meet and greet their 
favourite stars. The event started off 
with all local and National media chan-
nels waiting for the arrival of celebrities 
along red carpet. The Honourable Gov-

ernor of Telangana, Dr. Tamilisai Soun-
dararajan commenced the ceremony by 
lighting the lamp. There were splendid 
dance performances for the audience 
to keep them glued to their seats. The 
2019 show featured crowd pleasing 
awardees. Among the notable awardees 
were Mahesh Babu as the Best Actor for 
‘Bharath one Nenu’, Sukumar as the 
Best Director for ‘Rangastalam’, Yash 
as the outstanding Performance of the 
Year Male for ‘KGF:Chapter 1’, Keerthy 
Suresh as outstanding Performance of 
the Year Female for ‘Mahanati’, R Rath-
navelu as the Best Cinematographer for 
‘Rangastalam’, Devi Sri Prasad as the 
Best Music Director for ‘Rangastalam’, 

Payal Rajput as Best Debut Female for 
‘RX 100’, and such others. Also there 
notable celebrities like actress Laksh-
mi Manchu, DoP Ravi varman, actor 
Thakur Anoop Singh, director Prashan-
th varma, producer Allu Bobby, actress 
Nabha Natesh, actress Hamsa Nandini 
among others to grace the event contin-
ued by gala dinner and after party. 

It may not be a golden man but win-
ning Dadasaheb Phalke Awards South 
is right up on many actors lists of am-
bition. Let us see wait and watch what 
awaits them next year.

Report filed by Ms Nithya Ramesh 
– Bureau Head Fashion & Entertain-

ment with Opinion Express
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Q. what and who inspired you 
to be in the entertainment and 
fashion industry?

A : Beauty pageant was the stepping 
stone to anything that I wanted to do. 
The organiser saw my photos on social 
media and reached out to convince me 
to participate in the contest. I went, I 
saw and I won. Post my win, entering 
the fashion industry was just an expan-
sion of my creativity. I mean, all I want-
ed to do was to grow in life and for me, 
getting into the international fashion 
industry from Indian fashion industry 
was all about challenging myself more 
than ever. Walking the top international 
fashion weeks to walking for the world 
known international celebrity designers 
was an inspiration in its own.

My journey from fashion to enter-
tainment was so creative and exciting, 
that, I kept manifesting and achieving 
from walking the ramps to walking the 
oscars of Asia – The Asian Film Awards 
Red Carpet and having the honor to be-
come the brand ambassador of AFA.

What inspired me was my own am-
bition to achieve it all by being who I 
was. My passion towards my goals has 
been a driving force that became an in-
spiration to myself and to many lives 
that followed the path. 

There was a big stereotype with 
models that they had to be in a cer-
tain size, a body structure and enrolled 
with an agency to be an international 
model. I neither felt that pressure of 
being the expected or changing myself, 
nor I believed in following the condi-
tioned path. I wanted to be who I was 
and I always reflected that vibe through 
my work to inspire others to be their 
own best selves. I made my own team, 
worked on my own terms and condi-
tions and reached where I wanted to. 
I proudly owe it to my hard work and 
dedication. 

jourNEy To 
STArDoM

Nithya Ramesh & Anshuman Dogra of opinion Express  
team interacted with vibrant Ruhani to bring her views  

for our global readership
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 Q. how do you compare In-
dian fashion industry with the 
present global benchmark?

A: They are just two very similar 
mediums of creativity. Indian fash-
ion industry feels more like home 
and global platform gives the sense 
of being comfortable outside your 
comfort zone. The medium is the 
same everywhere in the world, it’s 
just a different system of working in 
place. What is more respected glob-
ally compared to Indian industry 
is the value of time and your work 
ethics. Despite your gender or rank-
ing, it is your professionalism that 
speaks volumes and is respected 
the most. It is extremely fulfilling to 
work on a global platform, as you get 
to interact and work with so many 
different nationalities and cultures. 
It is more satisfying to see yourself 
learn and adapt to new challenges 
and environment and still work as a 
team. Indian fashion industry total-
ly equals global benchmark in terms 
of creativity, talent, hard work and 
passion. What we just need to learn 
more is the value of time and make 
our working approach more re-
spectful and professional. 

 
Q. All the well-known 

names in the fashion world are 
associated with social causes, 
you are involved in any signifi-
cant social work anywhere in 
the world?

A: The sense of giving in re-
turn has always been incorporated 
in by my parents since my early 
childhood. Both my parents have 
been very generous towards less 
fortunate, hence, the realisation of 
sharing and doing any bit possible 
comes very natural to me. 

I have been associated with SoS 
children’s village in Jaipur. It’s a 
non-governmental organisation 
that focuses on supporting children 
without parental care and families 
at risk. The aim is to provide a fami-
ly and a home to orphaned and des-
titute children wherein they feel se-
cure and grow as normal children. 
The family comprises of their SoS 
Mother, brothers and sisters and 
sometimes an aunt also. The Moth-
ers have the support of an efficient 
team of co-workers who are trained 
in child care. There are more than 
30 such villages spread around the 
country and a large number in 131 
countries worldwide. 
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CRY is yet another organisation I have been as-
sociated with last many years. Surman Sansthan, in 
Jaipur, is I have been involved with for quite some 
time now. It is one place that I never miss visiting 
if I’m in my home town. This NGo provides shelter 
and other necessary amenities for destitute, aban-
doned children and women of the society.

No matter what medium it is, I feel socially re-
sponsible in several ways towards the society and the 
people who have given me so much love and sup-
port throughout my life and career and that it must 
be reciprocated and given back either same way or 
with more. By doing so I feel grounded and stay con-
nected with my inner soul and compassion. 
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Prashanti Tiwari
 
why are divorces, 

breakups and misun-
derstanding increasing 
these days in relation-
ships?

With the ever lasting 
change the dynamics of 
relationship has changed as 
well. 

Today we live in the Era, 
where we live in two differ-
ent world - virtual and Real 

With this, the need to 
calm one’s emotions virtu-
ally is different and that of 
the real life differs. 

Also the time, communi-
cation and frame/structure 
of language plays vital role. 
Whether the language used 
is empathetic or rational or 
of some other tone to your 
loved one. Human needs are 
endless and will continue. 
The best way to overcome 
the pool of emotions is 
expression at the right time 
and in right degree with ef-
fective communication. 

Besides, if you feel free 
and feel loveless and non 
productive at times then in 
that case find something you 
love doing the most or inter-
act with friends that add on 
smile to your face or watch a 
comic series. Feeling empty 
or lonely or attention deficit 
or loveless is not the solu-
tion to misunderstanding 

one has to bridge the 
gap of understanding be-
tween two different school 
of thoughts that got missed 
due to rapidness. 

(Author is an actor and 
producer & CEO, Legacy 
Overseas Education)

A PEEP INTo 
huMAN MIND

The equilibrium behind real and virtual worlds is 
the key to balance






