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Indian and Israel are natural allies. A close tie 

between the two was long overdue 

FRIENDS, 
NATURALLY
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I
ndian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel has completely shaken 

the foreign policy of India. The traditional Indian approach of a tilt towards the 

Islamic world has been discontinued with a single stroke of policy change lead-

ing to a completely new approach for Middle East. The im-

mediate and long term impact could be significant. It took 25 
long years for India to assert this new approach in its foreign 

policy. It is true that PM Modi received a historic mandate 

in 2014 General Elections wherein the people of India voted 

for majority government after three decades of turbulent 

coalition politics. The thumping majority in parliament em-

powers Modi to assert on every front of governance includ-

ing foreign, economic, internal security, social welfare etc 

and that is precisely what he is doing at the central govern-

ment. The right wing ideology pushed by RSS and facilitated by BJP government 

is looking to heightened nationalism leading to consolidation of defence capacities 

of military forces in India. Post 1967 gulf war, Israel decided to build indigenous 

defence manufacturing base. Israel invested double digit percentage of budgetary 

allocation in R&D for defence manufacturing, since 1985 – Israel has been largest 
exporter of drones in the world, responsible for 60 percent of the global market, 

trailed by USA whose market share id 23.9 percent. Israel’s success in developing 

state-of-the-art satellites, cyber warfare, advance drone technology and associate 

payloads has caught the world’s attention. Initially satellite was used to study land 

resources including vegetation, agriculture and water quality. Later the Israel arm 

forces have decided to use the satellite namely 9900 to focus on strategic targets, 

enemies for reconnaissance flights by spy planes or drones. India with Narendra 
Modi in power is looking aggressively to modernize the defense capabilities of 

country by focusing on enhancing defense manufacturing base under ‘Make in In-

dia’ initiative by inviting private sector companies to establish world class produc-

tion hub in India and by actively collaborating with USA, Israel, Russia for product 

and technology transfer. Israel is perceived to be the natural ally for Indian quest 

for consolidation of defense equipment manufacturing base in India. 

The recent visit of Indian Prime Minister to USA and Israel has sent a clear 

signal to the countries challenging India, namely China and Pakistan, in the new 

world order. The tactical shift of India by forging strategic security alliance with 

USA and Israel has sent China in tizzy. The recent aggression on the border is a di-

rect bearing on the ever building defense ties between India andUSA; it is likely to 

challenge China dominance in Asia. China is using Pakistan extensively to disturb 

peace in India by aiding Pakistan through funds, military equipments and nuclear 

technology for long. Narendra Modi successfully turned the table on China by set-

ting up military collaboration with USA, Israel, Russia and the result is Chinese 

desperation on the border. Indian government has sent NSA Ajit Dowal to China to 

defuse the tension and start friendly discussions leading to better ties. 

On domestic front, the country is having new President Ram Nath Kovind and 

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu.  It is for the first time that country’s highest posi-
tions are occupied by RSS cadre and followers. And with Nitish Kumar’s exit from 

the alliance in Bihar, BJP and Modi are in complete command of political situation 

in India. The control is so overwhelming that there is no trace of opposition and the 

road to General elections 2019 for Modi is clear and well established.  

—Prashant tewari , Editor-in-Chief
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new world order 
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Opinion Express News Services 

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Thursday hosted the women’s 

cricket team and told the players 

that they made the nation proud like 

several other “daughters” of the coun-

try.

The team has returned from London 

after participating in Women’s World 

Cup in which India lost to England in 

the final played last Sunday.
Modi had posted a series of tweets 

before the match to wish luck to the 

team and to players individually. He 

had also tweeted soon after the match 

to hail the team’s performance.

During the interaction today, the 

players said that this was the first time 
that they had seen a Prime Minister 

tweeting for the women’s cricket team, 

the PMO said.

They said that they felt proud, hap-

py and inspired to know that the Prime 

Minister was following their progress, 

PMO said in a statement.

Responding to questions asked by 

the players on handling pressure, the 

Prime Minister said that yoga helps 

achieve a good balance between mind, 

body and action. He also said that prac-

tice of yoga helps develop detachment, 

it said.

Telling the players that they had not 

“lost”, the Prime Minister said that 125 
crore Indians carried their defeat in the 

final, on their shoulders, and this was, 
in fact, their greatest victory, the state-

ment said.

Modi said India’s daughters have 

made the nation proud in many interna-

tional sporting events and that the soci-

ety is benefiting from the progress that 

women are making in various fields.
Besides sports, he mentioned the 

school results of Class 10 and 12; and 

women space scientists who have played 

a key role in prestigious ISRO missions. 

The players presented a signed cricket 

bat to the Prime Minister.

We are proud of you,
PM tells WC warriors

Modi had posted a series 
of tweets before the 
match to wish luck to 
the team and to players 
individually. He had also 
tweeted soon after the 
match to hail the team’s 
performance.
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PM Narendra Modi’s visit to Israel has opened new avenues for 
cooperation between the two countries

A LANdMArk 
trIP, INdeed

Opinion Express News Service

Clearly reflecting the impact of the 
change in Indian policy towards Israel 
was the chagrin expressed by the Pal-
estinian envoy to New Delhi: “We were 
shocked…”

A curious Indian stops a passing Is-
raeli backpacker on a New Delhi street. 
“Tell me,” he asks, “how many Israelis 
are there?”

“I’m not quite sure,” the backpacker 
answers. “About six million.”

“No, no no,” retorts the Indian, “not 
just in New Delhi. I mean all together.”

The humor of this well-known joke 

reflects a remarkable reality which helps 
understand the huge enthusiasm this 

week’s landmark visit of the Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi generated, and 

clearly heralded a “change of gears” in 

relations between the two countries.

Hindu-Jewish affinity
Each year, over 60,000  Israelis trav-

el to India –many of them “unwinding” 
in the country after completing military 

service. Their presence is highly visible 

across much of the country. Indeed, the 

“giant shadow” Israelis cast in India is 

wildly disproportionate to the miniscule 

dimensions of their homeland. In some 

outlying locations, Israelis comprise a 

dominant percentage of foreign visitors. 

Even in central sites such as the main 

market in Old Delhi it is not uncommon 

to see Hebrew signs and encounter mer-

chants able to converse with Israeli cus-

tomers in fairly fluent Hebrew.
That Israelis seem to feel an instinc-

tive affinity for India should perhaps 
not be surprising. Its history is virtu-

ally devoid of antisemitism. Indeed, 

the only significant incidents were the 
Moors’ attack on the Jews in 1524 and 
the Portuguese persecution of Jews 

in Cranganore (now the Kerala coast) 

On the political and diplomatic fronts, the two nations 
were largely estranged for the four decades following 
their independence in the late 1940s. Thus, although 
India recognized the State of Israel in 1950, the 
then-ruling Congress Party eschewed full diplomatic 
relations, siding with the Palestinians and denouncing 
what many in its ranks termed the “Zionist enterprise” 
as an imperialist creation of Western colonial powers.
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some years later. Moreover, many In-

dian Jews achieved great prominence, 

among them the Sassoons (for whom 

the Sassoon docks, the Sassoon hos-

pital, and other well-known sites have 

been named), Dr. E. Moses (a Jewish 

mayor of Bombay), Lt. Gen. J. F. R. Ja-

cobs (a general in the Indian Army who 

oversaw the Pakistani Army’s 1971 sur-

render in Bangladesh and later served 

as governor of Goa and Punjab), Nissim 

Ezekiel (a poet/leading Indian literary 

personality), and Dr. Abraham Solo-

mon Erulkar (the personal physician/

friend of Mahatma Gandhi).

dispersing ideo-political 
cloud of “post-colonial” 
prejudice

However, Indo-Israeli relations 

were not always characterized by such 

warmth.

On the political and diplomatic 

fronts, the two nations were largely es-

tranged for the four decades following 

their independence in the late 1940s. 

Thus, although India recognized the 

State of Israel in 1950, the then-ruling 
Congress Party eschewed full diplomat-

ic relations, siding with the Palestinians 

and denouncing what many in its ranks 

termed the “Zionist enterprise” as an 

imperialist creation of Western colonial 

powers.

Additional factors also weighed 

against close and cordial bilateral 

bonds:  New Delhi’s fear of antagoniz-

ing its large Muslim population; pres-

sures from the Islamic world, India’s 

major source of energy; the fate of the 

many Indian workers in the Gulf States, 

and the anti-Israeli attitude of the non-

aligned movement, in which India was 

a leading member. 

Moreover, in terms of strategic alle-

giances, an additional rift between the 

two states existed: Israel aligned itself 

firmly with the United States, while 
India, then traditionally suspicious of 

American foreign policy, opted for close 

links with the Soviet Union. The signifi-

cant disparity between the two countries 

hardly boded well for mutual coopera-

tion between them. However, since the 

early 1990s, with the fall of the Soviet 

bloc and the accelerating liberalization 

of the Indian economy, considerable 

changes began to take place, bringing 

with them a marked convergence of 

Indo-Israeli interests.

The culmination of this process took 

place in 1992, when full diplomatic re-

lations were established. Since then, a 

burgeoning relationship has blossomed, 

whose vigor, cordiality and durability 

have taken both its proponents and its 

opponents by surprise.

removing the reticence
The establishment of full diplomatic 

ties between Jerusalem and New Delhi 

allowed the underlying Indo-Israeli af-

finity to express itself. Yet, until the 
Modi government came to power there 

has been a perceptible reticence, or at 

least reserve, on the part of India with 

regard to its relationship with Israel.

On the political and 
diplomatic fronts, the 
two nations were largely 
estranged for the four 
decades following 
their independence 
in the late 1940s. 
Thus, although India 
recognized the State of 
Israel in 1950, the then-
ruling Congress Party 
eschewed full diplomatic 
relations, siding with 
the Palestinians and 
denouncing what many 
in its ranks termed the 
“Zionist enterprise” as 
an imperialist creation of 
Western colonial powers.
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One particular sore point was India’s 

consistent support of anti-Israel resolu-

tions in international forums, such as 

the UN. One commentator character-

ized the Israeli perception in the follow-

ing terms: “Israel has long complained 

that India treats it like a mistress: glad 

to partake of its defense and technology 

charms, but a little embarrassed about 

the whole thing and unwilling to make 

the relationship too public.”

But with the rise to power of the 

Modi government, this restraint is be-

ginning to fade discernably, and India 

has ceased to support a number of mo-

tions of censure against Israel in sev-

eral UN bodies. Clearly reflecting the 
impact of this change was the chagrin 

expressed by the Palestinian envoy to 

New Delhi, at India’s decision not to 

support a resolution condemning Isra-

el: “We were shocked. The Palestinian 

people and the leaders were very happy 

with the UN resolution, but the voting 

of India has broken our happiness.”

Indeed, Modi’s effusively warm 

physical embrace of Israeli Prime Min-

ister Benjamin Netanyahu, as he de-

scended from the plane that brought 

him to Israel, seems to have unequivo-

cally melted away any residual reticence 

that might have remained.

Modi’s landmark visit
The visit of Indian Prime Minister 

Modi is undeniably a landmark event 

of potentially historical proportions. 

Attesting to this is the virtually unprec-

edented attention he has been given by 

the media and the public in Israel—far 

beyond that accorded most visiting 

heads of government.

As the first Indian premier to visit 
the Jewish State, Modi has unabashedly 

One particular sore point was India’s consistent 
support of anti-Israel resolutions in international 
forums, such as the UN. One commentator 
characterized the Israeli perception in the following 
terms: “Israel has long complained that India treats 
it like a mistress: glad to partake of its defense 
and technology charms, but a little embarrassed 
about the whole thing and unwilling to make the 
relationship too public.”
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cast aside any restraint in forging future 

relations with Israel. Indeed, despite 

his country’s heavy reliance on oil from 

the Middle East (or “Western Asia” as 

the Indians tend to call it)—chiefly Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran—Modi appears 

to have come to the conclusion that 

India has more to gain from throwing 

in its lot with Israel than with the Arab 

States, who seem to consistently lend 

their support to India’s rival, Pakistan.

Two of Modi’s decisions on this 

trip—perhaps more symbolic than sub-

stantive—seem to distil out the essence 

of the new Indian approach to Israel: 

The one, political; the other, humani-

tarian.

The first was the Indian PM’s deci-
sion not to include the customary visit 

to Ramallah, made by virtually all vis-

iting senior statesmen to maintain the 

appearance of scrupulous even-handed-

ness in the Israel-Palestinian conflict.
Thus despite the fact that the In-

dian government continues to declare 

its ongoing support for the “Palestinian 

cause” there can be no glossing over the 

implicit message in Modi’s decision to 

skip—some might say, snub—the Pales-

tinian Authority by excluding any meet-

ing with any of its senior representa-

tives.

In this, he showed commendable 

courage in flouting the bonds of the 
constrictive conventions of political 

correctness—and the willingness to 

break from past patterns, which bodes 

well for the independent development 

of bilateral relations in the future.

The other defining event was Modi’s 
decision to visit  Moshe (Moish) Holtz-

berg, the boy whose parents,  Gavriel 

and Rivka Holtzberg, were murdered in 

a 2008  attack on the Chabad center in 

Mumbai by an Islamist terroristgroup 

based in Pakistan. The attack was one of 

a dozen carried out throughout the city 

in late November, 2008, that left 164 

dead and at least 308 wounded.

In making this moving gesture, 

Modi not only showed a laudable sen-

sitivity on a personal level, but also 

underscored the common threats/en-

emies faced by both countries and the 

joint perils that menace both Israelis 

and Indians.   

So although the visit included a diz-

zying array of sites and installations, 

highlighting  Israel’s capabilities and 

The first was the Indian 
PM’s decision not to 
include the customary 
visit to Ramallah, made 
by virtually all visiting 
senior statesmen to 
maintain the appearance 
of scrupulous even-
handedness in the 
Israel-Palestinian 
conflict.
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achievements in culture, technology, 

agriculture, and security it was these 

two events—resolute moral clarity on 

the one hand and human empathy on 

the other—that imparted a distinctive 

quality to the visit—making it one of the 

most memorable in years.

Indeed, as one scholar of Indo-Is-

raeli ties, Souptik Mukherjee, pointed 

out:  “While the visit has many dimen-

sions, the most important aspect is not 

the joint development of arms, not the 

prospect of free trade agreement but 

rather the shared values and historical 

ties.” 

Marrying “Make in India” 
with “Make with India”

The visit also produced some inter-

esting rhetorical innovations.  

In September 2015 Modi launched 
his “Make in India” initiative to encour-

age foreign corporations to manufac-

ture their products in India.  To date 

it appears to be an impressive success, 

with India emerging as the top destina-

tion globally for foreign direct invest-

ment, surpassing the United States and 

China!

In his effusive welcoming address 
on Modi’s arrival, Netanyahu  men-

tioned  Modi’s “Make in India” project 

and added  a twist, suggesting  an ad-

ditional project: ”Make with India” in 

which both countries, would exploit the 

synergies of Indo-Israeli cooperation 

and engage in joint ventures across a 

range of civilian and military fields.
Given the huge nascent consumer 

demand in India, its burgeoning middle 

class, the daunting security challenges 

it faces from both state and non-state 

actors innately hostile to Israel as well, 

there is little doubt that both formu-

lae—Israeli manufacturing plants in 

Israel, and joint Indo-Israel projects in 

either country—offer almost boundless 
prospects.

Referring to ongoing cooperation 

in the field of space, Netanyahu under-

scored–with a touch of hyperbole—the 
almost limitless opportunities a mar-

riage of “Make in India” and “Make 

with India” could create.  He recalled: “I 

remember what you told me in our first 
meeting – when it comes to India and 
Israel relations, the sky is the limit. But 

now, prime minister, let me add [that] 

even the sky is not the limit. We are also 

cooperating in space.”

A personal sense of 
vindication

While the Modi visit and the surge 

in Indo-Israeli ties is an historic event 

for the Jewish State at a national level, 

it is for me, at a personal level, a grati-

fying vindication of many years of my 

prior efforts.
With all due (im)modesty, I was—to 

the best of my knowledge—the first Is-

raeli to write, in detail, about the strate-

gic importance of India’s international 

ascendency for Israel.

Almost two decades ago, in early 

1999, I published a policy paper, to-

gether with a prominent Indian scholar, 

the late Prof. M. L. Sondhi, one of the 

original pro-Israeli voices in India. The 

paper we collaborated on was entitled 

“Indo-Israeli cooperation as a US na-

“Make with India” in 
which both countries, 
would exploit the 
synergies of Indo-Israeli 
cooperation and engage 
in joint ventures across 
a range of civilian and 
military fields.
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tional interest. It was a paper that pre-

dicted/prescribed much of the later de-

velopments between the two countries, 

across a range of various fields.
We saw the resilient nature of the 

democratic governance of the two 

countries, which straddle a vast area of 

unbroken tyranny, as an important el-

ement in bolstering the bilateral bond 

between the two nations.

The durability and sustainability 

of democratic governance in both Is-

rael and India should not be taken for 

granted. Indeed, it should be recalled 

that both countries’ democracies have 

faced serious challenges that could well 

have been conducive to more authori-

tarian forms of government. Both India 

and Israel are countries ringed by hos-

tile enemies; the societies in both coun-

tries include potentially fractious and 

rivalrous ethnic groups, creating fertile 

grounds for internal strife. Both have 

weathered the trauma of political as-

sassination and external wars on their 

borders. yet despite these severe chal-

lenges, the commitment of both coun-

tries to democratic governance, societal 

pluralism and official respect for reli-
gious diversity have never wavered. 

An idea whose time has 
come…

Significantly, one of the areas which 
we identified as being of particular po-

tential was that of cooperation in the 

naval sphere, especially in regard to se-

curity in the Indian Ocean, predicting 

that, in light of the specter of a potential 

non-conventional threat, it would be-

come an increasingly important theatre 

of operations for Israel. This has indeed 

proved true in light of Iran’s nuclear 

program, greatly enhancing its strategic 

importance for Israel’s navy and espe-

cially its submarine arm, which has be-

come a vital component of Israel’s sec-

ond-strike capability and its deterrence 

posture vis-a-vis a nuclear rival.

It is, of course, most satisfying to see 

many of the recommendations which 

Sondhi and I made come to fruition.

French poet victor Hugo famously 

wrote: “All the forces in the world are 

not so powerful as an idea whose time 

has come.

This certainly appears to be the case 

with the flourishing Indo-Israeli nexus. 
Indeed, Sondhi and I concluded the ex-

ecutive summary of our paper thus: “…

it appears that the time is right for Israel 

to establish a special relationship with 

the world’s largest democracy, similar 

to the relationship that it has developed 

with the world’s strongest democracy. 

..[This], is likely to have a vital role in 

advancing the principles of liberty and 

pluralism, and insuring regional stabil-

ity in an extensive and important por-

tion of the world where such principles 

are under continual siege.”

Surely, then, this is an idea whose 

time has come.

(Inputs from an article published 

in Israel Rising by Martin Sher-

man offers Israeli prospective)

The durability and sustainability of  
democratic governance in both Israel and India 
should not be taken for granted. Indeed, it should 
be recalled that both countries’ democracies have 
faced serious challenges that could well have 
been conducive to more authoritarian forms of 
government. 
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Dr Pradeep Bajpai 

I
nternational diplomacy has always 

been governed by considerations 

of realpolitik. Here, sentimental-

ism has had very little role to play. 

Quite often similarities in ideology have 

been a mere camouflage for congruence 
of interests. So it is with the history of 

Indo-Israeli relations.

Even though both nations are overt-

ly secular, an overwhelmingly large ma-

jority of people belong to one communi-

ty – in the case of India, Hindus and in 
Israel , Jews. Therefore, these two com-

munities despite the secular character 

of their respective nations represent 

adequately the beliefs, aspirations and 

sentiments of their respective nations. 

Historically, both nations have had 

tortured pasts. Jews have been subjected 

for two millennia to discrimination and 

victimisation based upon either religion 

or race culminating in the anti-Semitic 

depredations of Nazi Germany. Similar-

ly, India has seen, to borrow from Will 

Durant, the most barbaric invasions the 

medieval period from Islamic invaders. 

But of the two, Israel has had a tougher 

rise to nationhood. 

Born in 1948 in a hostile environ-

ment surrounded by overwhelmingly 

numerous Arab populations with far 

greater natural resources, Israel has 

had to struggle hard to sustain its na-

tionhood. That it has done so in the face 

of great odds has elicited the admira-

tion of nations worldwide. In the early 

years of its existence it was dependent 

necessarily upon Americans support 

which in turn was readily forthcoming 

because prominent and powerful Jew-

ish lobby in that country.

On the contrary, India especially 

after the 1962 war with China, due to 

the compulsions of the Cold War found 

itself obliged to increasingly align him-

self with the USSR’s interests. Thus 

India and Israel found themselves on 

opposite sides of the table, so to speak. 

While Israel looked to US and Western 

Europe, India got itself in the warm 

embrace of USSR and in deference to 

A bond that blossomed 
with the lotus

Historically, both nations have had tortured pasts. 
Jews have been subjected for two millennia to 
discrimination and victimisation based upon either 
religion or race culminating in the anti-Semitic 
depredations of Nazi Germany. Similarly, India 
has seen, to borrow from Will Durant, the most 
barbaric invasions the medieval period from Islamic 
invaders. But of the two, Israel has had a tougher 
rise to nationhood. 
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domestic Muslim sentiment, the Arab 

world also.

Till the 1980s, India kept a long dis-

tance from Israel at least publicly. With 

the disintegration of the USSR and the 

end of the cold war in the early 1990s, 

there was a paradigm shift in Indo-

Israeli relations. This was aided in no 

small measure by the presence of a very 

pragmatic Indian Prime Minister, Pv 

Narasimha Rao, who saw the long-term 

implications of jettisoning an outmod-

ed diffidence towards Israel in keeping 
with the Arab sensitivities and the do-

mestic Muslim sentiment in favour of 

pragmatic considerations, chiefly mili-
tary, of the future. 

And so, it was only in 1992 that full 

diplomatic relations were established 

between India and Israel even though 

the former recognised the latter way 

back in 1950. It continued to be felt for a 
long time and that was 200 million Mus-

lims in India would not countenance the 

government or party that broke bread 

with the Jewish state. It did not help 

matters that the ruling Congress party 

was infiltrated by Russian interests and 
ideology. Those were the days when the 

Jawaharlal Nehru University used to be 

called the Kremlin on the Jamuna.

However, the ground reality that 

obtained was very different. There were 
too many points of congruence and 

hardly any of divergence. On the con-

trary, there was in essence a high degree 

This was aided in no small measure by the presence 
of a very pragmatic Indian Prime Minister, 
Pv Narasimha Rao, who saw the long-term 
implications of jettisoning an outmoded diffidence 
towards Israel in keeping with the Arab sensitivities 
and the domestic Muslim sentiment in favour of 
pragmatic considerations, chiefly military, of the 
future. 
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of complementarities between the two 

nations that made it imperative in the 

long run for them to come together. 

Thus, Israel’s small embattled 

population surrounded by 100 mil-

lion Arabs was made up by 1.25 billion 
Indians that constituted 20% of the 

world’s population. Essentially a desert 

country, Israel had through innovative 

technologies like that of desalination of 

seawater, managed its water problems 

quite well whereas India with its vast 

territory, long shoreline and numerous 

rivers was finding it difficult to manage 
its own. Thirdly, there was the biggest 

threat to civilisation in the form of ISIS 

which had identified, and its principal 
enemies Israel, United States and India. 

Fourthly, there were no essential differ-

ences between Hinduism and Judaism; 

on the contrary, there were many points 

of harmony and similarity between the 

two religions.

With the coming of the BJP govern-

ment in May 2014, the long-standing 

diffidence towards Israel was overruled 
by the strong majority of the ruling pro-

Hindutva BJP and the still stronger 

charisma of the Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi. From then on India-

Israeli relations went on the upswing 

significantly. In fact, India was only one 
of the five countries that abstained from 
the vote at at UNHRC on the “ Gaza 

commission of enquiry report”, the first 
time in India voted against Palestinian 

interests.

As things stand there are a lot of 

bridges between the two nations – eco-

nomic, agricultural, political, social and 

military. Indian is one of the largest 

trading partners of Israel with the pres-

ent trade volume of $ 6 billion per an-

num up from $ 200 million in 1992. In 

the areas of agriculture, water desalina-

tion, dairy, micro-irrigation, urban wa-

ter systems, micro-irrigation, vertical 

farming,, irrigation and water manage-

ment Israel has a lot to offer India. 
It is on the military front that the 

Indo-Israeli cooperation is seen at its 

best. India is the number one export 

target for Israel’s defence produc-

tion. Israel has been training Indian 

commandos in anti-terror operations. 

There has been a space cooperation 

agreement since 1992. Israeli supplied 

weapons to India in no small measure 

during the 1999 Kargil war with Paki-

stan. India looks to Israel for supply of 

advanced radar systems, airborne ad-

vance warning systems, missiles and 

drones that would augment its defence 

capability substantially vis-a-vis both 

Pakistan and China. 

What does the future augur for Indo-

Israeli relations? The foregoing factors 

bear out amply that not only is there an 

ideological meeting of minds but also 

the practical congruence of realpolitik 

imperatives that together make it nec-

essary for the two nations to build upon 

the momentum recently gained in dip-

lomatic and military relations.

 In 2019, it is almost a foregone 

conclusion that the BJP will romp to 

power in the Lok Sabha elections and 

Modi shall continue to be at the helm 

of affairs for the five years thereafter. 
This gives a great degree of stability to 

the diplomatic initiatives taken today 

and makes the task of dogmatic nego-

tiations and understanding far easier 

than it would have been in a situation 

of political uncertainty. This enables 

the governments of other countries to 

take a long-term view based upon stra-

tegic imperatives and fashion concrete 

steps in commercial and military arenas 

in accordance with their respective na-

tional interests.

(prad.bajpai@gmail.com) 

What does the future 
augur for Indo-
Israeli relations? The 
foregoing factors 
bear out amply that 
not only is there an 
ideological meeting 
of minds but also the 
practical congruence of 
realpolitik imperatives 
that together make 
it necessary for the 
two nations to build 
upon the momentum 
recently gained 
in diplomatic and 
military relations.
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By J. s. Birring

I
t has been a Great seven months 

of 2017 for our country on many 

levels not just in India but also on 

the International playing fields 
of geopolitics as Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi proudly shows the best of 

our peaceful great India to the world. 

However, this July two major errors 

of judgement made by the PM and his 

political advisers will certainly increase 

more terrorism inside India and nega-

tively erode relationships between us 

and our neighbours Pakistan, China, 

Russia, Iran/Middle East.

Our New World Homeland SmarT-

echno C8 IND Meta Modules Software 

has precisely calculated the following 

two major errors of judgment/results:

Not visiting Palestine 
Prime Minister Modi and his Po-

litical team should have 100% visited 

Palestine leader President Mahmoud 

Abbas when they were already in Pal-

estine/Israel. Modi and his Political ad-

visory team could have seen the crimes 

being committed on a daily basis against 

the innocent Palestine people in Gaza 

and offered major assistance/support 
to Palestine with more aid, more food, 

medicine, water, new educational study 

packages and defence equipment. India 

was the first Non-Arab Country con-

temporaneously recognize The Pales-

tine Liberation Organisation’s authority 

as “The sole representative of the Pal-

estinian people”. A PLO office was set 

errorS of 
judgeMeNt IN 

ISrAeL deAL
India must recognise the dangers of having ties with  
“unstable” state of Israel which plans to sell weapons of mass 
destruction to us
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up in the capital of India in 1975, with 
full diplomatic relations established in 

1980. In return, India opened a Rep-

resentative office in Gaza on June 25, 
1996. Indian support was said to extend 

to “Consistent and unwavering support” 

on the Palestinian issue, where it shared 

the perception that the question of Pal-

estine is at the core of the Arab-Israeli 

conflict. The Arab World will see this 
as a very big disrespectful step decision 

taken by Indian Prime Minister Modi/

his Political advisors...increasing bonds 

with the “Unstable” State Of Israel... this 

will have in the coming months/years a 

very negative impact on all Indians liv-

ing/working in the Middle East.

Signing billions of dollar 
deals/ mous in purchasing 
weapons of war/ equipment 
from Israel - 

The “Make in India” should not just 

be words but also positive actions that 

the Indian Government/Indian defence 

companies/ industry should be mak-

ing to further enhance the security of 

the Country! The Indian government 

should not be wasting the Indian tax 

payers’ money of billions on purchasing 

weapons of war and destruction when 

there is no real threat of war from its 

neighbouring countries or any other 

country in the world! The “Unstable” 

State of Israel is not even capable of pro-

tecting its own citizens (a state of  only 

8.6 million people) from some Palestine 

attacks of terrorism/acts of protection 

whereas Palestine has  no air force, no 

army, no navy, no military troops and 

no modern weapons. How is the state 

of Israel going to protect India, a coun-

try of 1.3 billion people? By supplying 

old defence equipment and stolen USA 

technology plans as it still depends on 

billions of dollars of aid from the USA 

every year? Israel’s security is nothing 

but obsolete equipment. The state of Is-

rael should take care of its own peoples/

borders security issues first before even 
dreaming of doing any real “peaceful” 

security sales deals with India! 

The purchasing of weapons or war 

equipment technology from the “unsta-

ble” state of Israel is sending alarming 

messages to Pakistan, the Arab coun-

The “Unstable” State of Israel is not even capable of 
protecting its own citizens (a state of  only 8.6 million 
people) from some Palestine attacks of terrorism/
acts of protection whereas Palestine has  no air force, 
no army, no navy, no military troops and no modern 
weapons. How is the state of Israel going to protect 
India, a country of 1.3 billion people? 
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tries and the rest of the World. It shows 

that India is not serious about Interna-

tional laws and human rights issues. 

It shows the Indian Muslims living in 

India that they are also in more danger 

on a daily basis from Hindu hanatics 

(many of them are supported by Israe-

li/Western spies/Israeli/Western fund-

ing) in India as well as India Muslim 

fanatic Groups (Supported and funded 

by Israeli western and Saudi/Pakistani 

agents) who will attempt to brain wash 

them into joining their groups so that 

they will/can create more internal ter-

rorism. It shows that India agrees with 

the State of Israel and an “unfaithful” 

friend of Palestine/the Muslim coun-

tries who all despise the State of Israel’s 

aggressive illegal actions of war.  

The present Indian Government 

India is seriously jeopardizing its busi-

ness trade with Iran/Middle Eastern 

Countries and tarnishing India’s image 

across the World by aligning itself with 

the real axis of evil...Israel, USA and the 

United Kingdom!

Israeli Government/ Mossad/UK/

USA agents CONTINUE creating insta-

bility inside India and continue fanning 

The present Indian Government India is seriously 
jeopardizing its business trade with Iran/Middle 
Eastern Countries and tarnishing India’s image 
across the World by aligning itself with the real axis 
of evil...Israel, USA and the United Kingdom!
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the flames of terrorism and fear be-

tween India and Pakistan. They are us-

ing both countries against each other as 

their Trojan horses (The Many Indian 

and Pakistani traitors with their idiotic 

security guarding companies) continue 

stealing sensitive intelligence related to 

Indian/Pakistani corporations/bank-

ing institutions and sensitive research 

intelligence in the fields of food, water, 
farming, machinery, software and mili-

tary technology reports. Some of the 

facts are as follows:

1 Israeli spys caught in India: Cha-

bad rabbi Sheonor Zalman and his 

wife Yaffa Shenor in Cochin in 2014.

2Susan Nathan spying in ko-

zhikode, kerala: The india intelli-

gence bureau, which kept Susan Nathan  

on its watch list, suspected that she too 

was indulging in intelligence gather-

ing activities. She was ordered to be 

deported by the Kerala police and also 

the Kerala high court. The Kerala gov-

ernment had informed the high court 

that British-born Jewish writer Susan 

Nathan, facing deportation, had “close 

connections” with Islamic extremist 

groups in the state. The advocate gen-

eral stated that according to a police 

report, the writer had participated in 

various meetings organized by the na-

tional development front. The report 

had also stated that her activities were 

“suspicious”. The writer was staying in a 

house in Kozhikode allegedly arranged 

by Aboo Backer, former vice president 

of the banned students’ Islamic Move-

ment of India (SIMI).

3david Coleman Headley AkA 

daood Sayed gilani: Since his 

arrest and guilty plea, Headley has co-

operated with US . and Indian authori-

ties and given information about his 

associates. On January 24, 2013, a US 

federal court sentenced Headley to 35 
years in prison for his role in the Mum-

bai attacks.

4The axis of evil Israel, UK and USA  

have created  many false flag attacks 
(throughout the world) in both India 

and Pakistan as they fan the flames of 
terrorism and fear so that both (India 

and Pakistan) governments continue 

spending/wasting money (the taxpay-

ers money) buying defence and mili-

tary equipment from the west and both 

countries sink further into debts while 

The india intelligence bureau, which kept Susan 
Nathan  on its watch list, suspected that she too was 
indulging in intelligence gathering activities. She 
was ordered to be deported by the Kerala police and 
also the Kerala high court. The Kerala government 
had informed the high court that British-born 
Jewish writer Susan Nathan, facing deportation, had 
“close connections” with Islamic extremist groups in 
the state.
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more uprisings from the general public 

give the western powers the opportuni-

ty to de-stabilize the governments and 

prop up other political puppets for their 

benefits!
our new world Homeland Smart-

echno c8 Ind Meta modules soft-

ware precisely concludes:

The state of Israel war crimes that 

the general educated public of India 

(especially the Indian Muslims who will 

be a key vote bank at the next elections) 

“will not” vote/support/agree with no 

matter which Indian PM/Indian politi-

cal party in power signing deals/mous 

for buying weapons from a terrorist 

state that has/continues breaking inter-

national laws and committing crimes 

against humanity across the world! 

The state of Israel is not even ca-

pable of fully defending/protecting its 

own borders with people of 8.5 million 
living in occupied land illegally! How 

can it benefit India’s security and de-

fence where the country’s population 

stands at 1.3 billion? Llet the state of 

Israel first show India/the rest of the 
world how they peacefully deal with 

border disputes/internal terrorism in 

their state of just a measly population 

of 8.5 million people before they start 
offering a country with  1.8 billion peo-

ple any peaceful security solutions or 

defence technology!

A this moment the Indian govern-

ment should not be spending these bil-

lions of tax money  and yearly budget  

on purchasing weapons but spending it 

on creating more education, jobs, farm-

ing support, infrastructure and assist-

ing the Indian companies as the “Make 

in India” becomes more solid for the ex-

port sales of “Made in India” through-

out the world. This would bring into 

India billions of dollars/euros currency 

and additional sales taxes revenue on a 

yearly basis.

The state of Israel is attempting to 

destabilise Pakistan (as well as Iran-

India relations) further by using India 

as a trojan horses for the benefit of the 
state of Israel. Israel should first peace-

fully give back all the land stolen from 

the Palestnian people  and  assist in 

rebuilding everything that they have 

bombed/destroyed before it starts do-

ing any business with the peaceful 

country of india/peaceful countries of 

the world!

Nelson Manadala, Albert Winstein, 

Malcolm X and Mahatma Gandhi ex-

pressed it perfectly and we at the world 

homeland smartechno group of compa-

nies 100% agree with these wiser peace-

ful gentlemen. 

 The “Ooden yinon” plan sheds more 

light in regards to the state of Israel.

Many Indian Politicians/Indian 

Companies should be ashamed at as-

sociating/doing business under the ta-

ble cash deals with Israeli companies/

Israeli Individuals in India. We at The 

World Homeland Security/Smartechno 

Group of Companies have in the last 

two months activated our India Peace-

ful Protection Patrol units and HumInt 

Hit squads throughout India and if we 

catch these Indian traitors/their Israeli/

Western criminals in India committing 

crimes or terrorism we will certainly be 

unleashing our full force against them 

in more ways than one it will be in the 

same confines of International laws that 
they abide by!!. The British Raj is over 

and 100% we will not let it be a new Is-

raeli/Western Raj in our Country!! The 

Indian traitors who sold out to the Brit-

ish ruined our Country in many ways. 

The British would never have had this 

Country gripped in fear if it was not for 

the greedy Jewish Indians/Indians who 

sold out for the pounds

Our first priority is India and to 
peacefully serve/deliver our best so 

the present generation can give/share 

the valuable peaceful lessons/unbaised 

education to their children so that In-

dia continues to be more peaceful and 

united. 

The present Indian Government/

Political advisors should review and re-

voke all the weapons of mass destruc-

tion sales/trade deals with the state of 

Israel. Any genuine sales/trade in re-

gards to food, medicine India can/will 

only do once the state of Israel/their 

politicians start behaving more hu-

manely towards the Palestinian people 

and once they, the Palestinian people, 

have their land back which the British 

terrorists illegally stole from them to 

give to these Israeli people, the so-called 

“God’s Chosen Ones” from the year BC 

420 have been kicked out of 109 Coun-

tries of the World!

(Joginder (Jo) Singh Birring  
(Global Chairman and Group 

President of The World Homeland 

Security/Smartechno Group of 

Companies). www.worldhome-

landsecurity.one 

The state of Israel is not even capable of fully 
defending/protecting its own borders with people 
of 8.5 million living in occupied land illegally! How 
can it benefit India’s security and defence where the 
country’s population stands at 1.3 billion? 
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I 
was delighted when a Parsi has 

taken over from Ratan Tata as 

head of Asia’s greatest corpora-

tion. I have strong feelings in this 

matter but I don’t think they come from 

prejudice. That would indicate judging 

without information if not experience 

and I have plenty of both here.

I went to a Parsi school, the Sir JJ or-

phanage, in Surat. Thirty-two years ago, 

there were only four English schools in 

Surat, then a city of 1.5 million people. 
Lourdes Convent run by Carmelites, St 

Xavier’s run by Franciscans, Seventh 

Day Adventist run by Presbyterians and 

Sir JJ run by Parsis.

Hindus, 90 per cent of the popula-

tion and 90 per cent of the student body 

in all four schools built none, though 

we’re quite good at building temples. 

This aspect of Parsis taking the lead 

and emulating Europeans to improve 

the lives of others isn’t unusual. If one 

is observant and looks around, the most 

civilised things around us are usually 

not our own contribution. In Bangalore, 

the Indian Institute of Science, in Mum-

bai the Tata Memorial Hospital, the Na-

tional Centre for Performing Arts, the 

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research 

and so on.

For a firm with sales of $100 billion 
a year, over half the GDP of Pakistan, 

to be owned by charities is an aston-

ishing fact unequalled anywhere in the 

world. Like Carnegie, like Rockefeller, 

like Gates, like Buffet, the Tatas knew to 
what end they were creating wealth. To 

improve society.

This made them unusual in a nation 

where the culture is opportunistic. Our 

wealthy credit god for their fortune, not 

society. The Birlas built India’s biggest 

urban temples and the Ambanis built 

for themselves the greatest residence in 

human history. If the creation of wealth 

has a purpose, as Andrew Carnegie ex-

plained it in his writing, Indians haven’t 

learnt it yet.

It is the Parsi Tatas who showed us 

that wealth was for the advance of soci-

ety. That is why he builds institutions of 

science, medicine and culture.

What makes the Parsi special?

He had early contact with the Brit-

ish, as did all of Surat’s merchants 

when they settled Bombay in the 17th 

century. But it was only the Parsi who 

left his caste ghetto and engaged with 

European culture.

Parsis were among only two small 

Indian communities to absorb Classi-

cal music. At the Symphony Orchestra 

of India today, the audience is 90 per 

cent Parsi, and of the 20 or so musi-

cians of Indian origin (most are Kazakh 

or European) almost every single one is 

Catholic. It does not attract Hindus and 

Muslims.

This music was about harmony, 

which is a cultural product. This is not 

unimportant — Bernard Lewis cites 

the absence of harmony in culture as 

the reason most of the world has been 

trounced by tiny Europe. It is no coin-

cidence that the only two civilised parts 

of India are Parsi South Bombay and 

Catholic Bandra. Along with high cul-

ture, Parsis also gave us much of our 

popular culture.

The Parsis set up modern theatre in 

Bombay when Wajid Ali Shah was still 

in Awadh. Khaled Ahmed wrote about 

this shocking juxtaposition, observed 

by Zia Mohyeddin.

Parsis made much money on opium 

and some still hold that against them (I 

don’t). But when they came into wealth, 

they transformed the way they looked at 

the world around them, unlike the rest 

of us.

If we ranked Indians by community, 

I would place Parsis right on top as the 

finest Indians. It is true that many out-
standing Indian managers, Hindu and 

Muslim, are running Tata Steel, Tata 

Motors, the Taj hotels, TCS and all the 

fine firms that make up the Tata group.
But there is a higher purpose to 

heading Tata Sons than ensuring the 

smooth production of Land Rovers and 

Jaguars, the sale of software and steel 

and bottled water.

This higher purpose is more secure 

in the hands of a Parsi.

By Aakar Patel - It is a philo-

sophically relevant article post 
TATA house corporate fight. 

Why Parsis are India’s 
finest citizens
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P
ost Independence, India 
is blessed by great lead-
ers both at national and 

regional level wherein they have 
impacted the roadmap for the 
country. The leaders have fol-
lowed democratic values and 
collectively pushed the  
growth of the country. It is easy 
to be critical according to indi-
vidual’s preference but there is 
no doubt that every one of them 
has a major contribution in 
the national building. Over the 
course of its magnificent history, 
India has been led by the most 
charismatic of leaders who have 
guided this country’s people and 
served as an inspiration for all 
of us. Let us pay tribute to 26 of 
them:

1. Pt. jawaharlal Nehru
The first prime Minister of India 

ruled a chaotic newborn country right 

from its independence in 1947 until his 

death in 1964. Nehru’s legacy is that of 

an extremely liberal, socialist and secu-

lar leader, who under the apprentice-

ship of Mahatma Gandhi, firmly put 
India on the course in which it runs to-

day. Nehru was a man of letters and is 

also credited with creating the Planning 

Commission of India. He brought sci-

entific flare in the governance by estab-

lishing several technologically superior 

public sector units for comprehensive 

growth of the country. 

2. B. r. Ambedkar
One of the greatest personalities 

ever born in India, Ambedkar was a 

jurist, political leader, philosopher, 

anthropologist, historian, revolution-

ary, writer and much more. He was a 

revolutionary leader and held forth 

on his views even if they went against 

the popular grain. He also revived 

Buddhism in India, a legacy still seen 

in Dalit communities, who’s cause 

Ambedkar championed throughout 

his life. Ambedkar is also known as the 

Father of the Indian Constitution, on 

behalf of which the nation celebrated 

Republic Day.

the Halo of greatness
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3. Atal Behari vajpayee
The recipient of the Bharat Ratna & Padma vibhushan, 

he is one of the most respected political leaders in India’s his-

tory. He remains the only prime minister to serve a full term 

outside the Congress Party, the record likely to be broken 

by current PM of India.  vajpayee was known to be a liberal 

within the BJP, a party with extreme right views. He fearless-

ly led the nuclear tests to establish India a powerful nation 

and focused on building state of art infrastructure to facilitate 

rapid economic growth.  

4. Lal Bahadur Shastri
Filling the boots of Jawaharlal Nehru was never going to 

be an easy task, but Lal Bahadur Shastri did just that, and 

with elan. He gave India a slogan ‘Jai Jawan Jai Kisaan’ and 

worked extensively for farmer sector in India in continua-

tion of Nehru’s socialist policies. India’s decisive victory in 

the war against Pakistan in 1965 while he was Prime Minister 
elevated the country’s mood after its defeat to China earlier 

and turned him into a hero to cherish forever.
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5. Sardar vallabhbhai Patel
India was not inherited as a whole piece of land upon In-

dependence. It was divided into princely states whose lead-

ers demanded uncontrolled privileges or sought to remain 

as neutral territories. Dealing with each of them sternly and 

firmly earned Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel the sobriquet of In-

dia’s Iron Man. He also established the civil services division 

in Indian administration.

6. Subhash Chandra Bose
Though he served as a member of the Indian National 

Congress only for a small duration, he had a great impact on 

the country’s armed forces. One of the few leaders who sup-

ported armed revolt to overthrow British rule in India, Bose 

even formed an army that reported to him called Indian Na-

tional Army and sought the support of Japan to defeat British-

ers in the country. Although his Army failed to directly drive 

out the British, former Britain PM Clement Atlee conceded 

that Bose’s activities played a major role in the withdrawal of 

Britain from India.

7. Indira gandhi
Indira Gandhi served as a Prime Minister for 11 years and 

is credited for initiating the Green Revolution in India. The 

only child of Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira wielded a lot of influ-

ence in the Congress Party and the sentiments of the pub-

lic. She was known to be ruthless during her term as Prime 

Minister that lifted India out of a policy quagmire and firmly 
placed the development of the country on the fast track. A 

controversial figure because of the Emergency and subse-

quent assassination in the aftermath of Operation Blue Star, 

Indira was named as India’s greatest Prime Minister at the 

turn of the century.
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8. dr. rajendra Prasad
Rajendra Prasad was the first Presi-

dent of independent India. He is also 

considered to be one of the architects of 

India’s Republic and also served as the 

president of India’s Constituent Assem-

bly. Prasad is credited with being bipar-

tisan and acting on merit. He is still the 

only President to have been elected for 

the President’s position twice.

9. APj Abdul kalam
The man with the frizzy hair and 

India’s favourite grandpa, APJ Abdul 

Kalam was one of the most proactive 

President of recent times. He is also 

known as People’s President and In-

dia’s Missile Man for advancing India’s 

ballistic missile programs. Known for 

championing youth causes’, Kalam 

also launched the “What Can I Give 

movement in 2011” to defeat corrup-

tion and realize his life goal of turn-

ing India into a developed country by 

2020.
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10. dadabhai Naoroji
One of the earliest political leaders of India, he was also 

involved in business like cotton trading. He was also one of 

India’s early educationists and sought to clear concepts of Zo-

roastrianism amongst the local populace in Bombay. Naoroji 

was also a Member of Parliament (MP) in the House of Com-

mons between 1892 and 1895 in the UK, becoming the first 
Asian to be a British MP.

11. jyoti Basu
Jyoti Basu holds the record for serving as the longest chief 

minister of any state in India after holding that post in power 

from 1977 to 2000 in West Bengal as a CPI(M) politician. He 

was also one of India’s most well-known atheists. Basu de-

signed the land reform plan in India and initiated panchayati 

raj for farmers in West Bengal. Never one to follow Commu-

nism by the book, Basu made it his mission to give the lower 

strata of society its due and always upheld communal har-

mony.

12. N.t.rama rao
N.T. Rama Rao, popularly known as NTR, served as CM 

of Andhra Pradesh for three terms riding on the back of his 

immensely successful films, in which he mostly played deities 
Rama and Krishna. His portrayal of mythological characters 

translated into record wins from audiences when he decid-

ed to turn into a politician by founding the Telugu Desam 

Party. NTR was known to be passionate about the Andhra 

cause, equal rights for women and introduced many populist 

schemes for his state. He was an astute politician and was 

also involved in forming the National Front that ruled the 

country from 1989 to 1991 under which the Mandal Commis-

sion’s recommendation of implementing 27 per cent reserva-

tions for OBCs was implemented.



O p i n i O n  E x p r E s s 27August 2017

13. M. g. ramachandran
M. G. Ramachandran, or MGR for his fans, 

was one of the most influential politicians in 
Tamil Nadu. MGR was a superstar actor in 

Tamil films and joined the Congress party af-
ter being influenced by Gandhian values. He 
later joined the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 

and became as popular in the party as he was 

among his film fans. In 1972 he formed his 
own party called Anna Dravida Munnetra Ka-

zhagam and riding on his popularity emerged 

as the chief minister of Tamil Nadu in 1977 

and remained so until his death in 1987. He 

was known for his focus on education and the 

earliest proponents of mid0day meals that 

incentivized children to attend schools. MGR 

was also known for his philanthropic activi-

ties. The frenzy and looting that followed his 

death remains unparalleled to this day and is 

a testament to his popularity.

14. rajiv gandhi 
One of the most dashing leaders the coun-

try has ever seen, Rajiv was the man behind 

diminishing the License Raj, gave a push to 

science and technology and also introduced 

the telecommunication revolution in India. 

He took office as Prime Minister of India at 
the age of 40 after his mother Indira was as-

sassinated in 1984. In the elections held im-

mediately thereafter, the Congress party won 

an unprecedented 411 seats out of 542 across 
the country. Known to be a patron of arts, Ra-

jiv also introduced INTACH in 1984 to pre-

serve India’s rich heritage.
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15. Manmohan Singh
Manmohan Singh may be a much reviled figure today but 

no one deny his contribution in lifting the country out of an 

economic morass in 1991 by opening up the economy. The 

transformation from socialism and capitalism was a long time 

coming and Manmohan ensured that the transition went off 
smoothly. Under his leadership, India achieved the US $ 1 

trillion economy milestone. The strong growth recorded by 

the country over the past few years must go to Manmohan 

and team.

16. Zakir Hussain
Dr Zakir Hussain was the first Muslim President of India 

and the founder of Jamia Milia Islamia, one of India’s most 

recognized university. His dedication to education and efforts 
to keep Jamia Milia Islamia running even under dire circum-

stances earned him praise from unexpected quarters, includ-

ing arch rival Mohammed Ali Jinnah.

17. P. v. Narasimha rao
Narasimha Rao was the Prime Minister when Manmohan 

Singh opened up the economy in 1991, a role for which he is 

known as the Father of Indian Economic Reforms. He also 

introduced computer based trading system of the National 

Stock Exchange in 1994 and encouraged FDI inflows into the 
country to revive its flagging economy. He also took impor-

tant decisions that strengthened the internal security of the 

country. An astute politician, he passed several important 

laws through a mixture of cunning and guile even though he 

headed a minority government.

18. Morarji desai
India’s first non-Congress Prime Minister, Morarji Desai 

was the architect of India’s nuclear program. A strict follow-

er of Gandhi’s non-violence movement, his peace overtures 

were so successful that Desai remains the only politician to 

have received Pakistan’s highest civilian award Nishan-e-

Pakistan from President Ghulam Ishaq Khan. Desai is also 

credited with promoting social, health and administrative re-

forms in the country.
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19. Narendra Modi
Narendra Modi has the power to divide opinions into two 

polar opposites. If you see him as the force behind the 2002 

riots in Gujarat then you will have to turn a willful blind eye 

to the economic prosperity and sense of pride he has infused 

in his community. His supporters call him a tight-fisted leader 
while his detractors call him a mild dictator. Whichever way 

you look at it, Modi’s legacy in politics is here to stay.  Post his-

toric victory in the GE2014, Narendra Modi has gone strength 

to strength. The international community has embraced Modi 

globally and he is the most popular political figure in India. 
Modi’s clean image and commitment to work has made him an 

exception in a messy political climate of India.       

20. jayaprakash Narayan
Jayaprakash Narayan has been an important leader who 

first came into prominence for opposing Indira Gandhi at 
the height of her powers. In 1974, he called for a peaceful 

Total Revolution after leading a students’ movement in Bi-

har. Although he never became a force to reckon with within 

politics, Narayan was the first leader who commanded huge 
crowds for his political stands, a position that was taken over 

by Anna Hazare and Arvind Kejriwalrecently.

21. Nitish kumar
One of the cleanest ministers to emerge out of Bihar in re-

cent times, Nitish Kumar, a protégé of Jayaprakash Narayan, 

is also known as an efficient taskmaster. Under his rule, the 
state recovered from massive economic collapse and power-

ful corruption. Kumar fast tracked development projects, ap-

pointed over lakh teachers to improve education standards 

and most importantly, brought crime under control in Bihar, 

a state long known for its lawlessness. Bihar is slowly turning 

a corner with migrants from the state eager to take part in the 

success story created under Kumar’s rule.

22. Subramanium Swamy 
 Dr Swamy is an economist, mathematician and politician 

who served as a Member of Parliament in Rajya Sabha. He 

was President of the Janta Party until it merged with BJP. 

Swamy has served as member of the planning commission 

of India and was a cabinet minister in the Chandra Shekhar 

government. Earlier in Nov 1978, Swamy was member of the 

Group of Eminent persons and was called to Geneva Switzer-

land to prepare a report of the United Nations on Economic 

Co-operation between developing countries. In 1994, Swamy 

was appointed as Chairman of the Commission on Labour 

standards and international trade by former Prime Minister 

of India P.V. Narsimha Rao. He has written on foreign affairs 
largely on People Republic of China, Pakistan and Israel. In 

the recent past, Swamy has taken a new avatar of anti cor-

ruption crusader wherein he is fighting mega scams namely 
2G, Coalgate, National herald case, Jayalaitha case, Nataraja 

Temple case, Ayodhya temple case: his role is applauded by 

all Indians and NRI community abroad.        

(Compiled by Opinion Express News Services 
through internet poll conducted by our online team)
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By kapil Dudakia

T
he world moves at an ever-faster 

rate. Those who take too long to 

decipher the modern code tend 

to be left behind.  However, there are 

individuals who have the capacity to rise 

above these challenges and put them-

selves bang in the centre of the storm. 

They chase the twisters and harness 

that energy to give life to issues that 

often get forgotten or misrepresented.  

My friend Bob Blackman, Member 

of Parliament in the UK has not been 

shy about where he stands on even the 

toughest of issues.  Today I write to give 

you a glimpse of the man who has be-

come the champion for India, and for 

Jammu and Kashmir.

Bob Blackman MP of Harrow East 

has been a long-term champion of the 

Indian diaspora in the UK. He has re-

mained a strong voice of the British 

Indians representing them in the par-

liament as well as other National and In-

ternational platforms for over 25 years, 
including as a Councillor and Leader of 

the Brent Council nearly two decades 

before being first elected as the Member 
of Parliament for Harrow East in 2010 

and re-elected to the seat in 2015.
In the House of Commons, he stood 

up and said, “I know of no other issue 

that creates such emotion among this 

country’s Indian and Pakistani com-

munities as the position of Jammu and 

Kashmir. It is important that we as 

elected representatives should debate 

the issues and represent those views. I 

stand as an unabashed friend of India 

to defend India’s position in the con-

flict and the people who were ethnically 
cleansed from Kashmir.”And as recent-

ly as 26 October 2015, Bob sponsored 
the historic seminar commemorating 

the 68th anniversary of the signing of 

the instrument of accession of Jammu 

and Kashmir to India by Maharaja Hari 

Singh.

I caught up with Bob and below I 

frIeNd of INdIA

Kapil’s Khichadi
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share with you in brief some key ele-

ments which I am sure will be both in-

formative and enlightening.

What is your current position?

I was elected MP for Harrow East 

in 2010, winning the seat from La-

bour, and successfully re-elected in 

2015 with an increased majority. I 
am Chairman of the All Party Parlia-

mentary Group for British Hindus, 

Secretary of the India APPG, member 

of the Commonwealth Parliamentary 

Association and Inter-Parliamentary 

Union Executives and Secretary of the 

1922 Committee. I am also a member 

of the Communities & Local Govern-

ment, Procedure and Backbench Busi-

ness Committees.

What are your proudest achieve-

ments to date?

I was instrumental in turning 

around the London Borough of Brent 

which was regarded as a centre of left 

wing radicalism in the 1980s, reforming 

the finances and cutting the local tax 
rates every year for 6 years whilst dra-

matically improving local services.

Who/What inspires you?

Mahatma Gandhi for changing the 

world through peaceful means.Sardar 

vallabhbhai Patel for being the inspi-

ration in the creation of a strong India 

and in my view, he should have been 

the PM.  Winston Churchill for being 

steadfast in the face of the most severe 

adversity.Margaret Thatcher for rescu-

ing the UK from being the sick man of 

Europe. And Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi for making Gujarat the economic 

powerhouse of India and for inspiring 

India to believe that the whole nation 

can become a great power.

What has been the biggest obsta-

cle in your career?

I attended a state comprehensive 

school and Liverpool University. I have 

only had the privilege of a loving family 

and the wonderful support of my wife. 

At every stage of my political career, I 

have had to overcome the obstacle of 

those with prejudicial views on an in-

dividual’s background. At every stage, 

“I know of no other issue that creates such 
emotion among this country’s Indian and 
Pakistani communities as the position of Jammu 
and Kashmir. It is important that we as elected 
representatives should debate the issues and 
represent those views. I stand as an unabashed 
friend of India to defend India’s position in the 
conflict and the people who were ethnically 
cleansed from Kashmir.”
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people have tried to prevent me from 

achieving my potential.

Who has been the biggest influ-

ence in your career to date?

My wife has been my constant guide 

and help over the years. I have observed 

a number of politicians over the years 

and taken appropriate guidance from 

each of them. I have cherry-picked 

ideas from others rather than had one 

inspiration!

What would you like to achieve 

before ge2020?

I am keen to ensure that we abolish 

the ill-thought out, unnecessary and 

divisive caste discrimination legisla-

tion. This was passed in the last Par-

liament but has not been enacted as 

yet as it was passed by a combination 

of Labour and Liberal MPs against 

strong Conservative opposition. The 

legislation has created consternation 

amongst the Hindu community who 

rightly regard this as creating friction 

where none exists.

If you were the Prime Minister of 

the uk, what one policy would you 

wish to implement and why?

I strongly believe that we need to 

create an international partnership be-

tween the UK, India, USA and Israel to 

help preserve the security of the free 

world. I believe that the special rela-

tionship that exists between the UK & 

USA needs to be replicated with both 

India and Israel.

Where do you stand on the eu 

referendum and why?

I am immensely proud to represent 

one of the most diverse constituencies 

in the UK. Harrow is also one of the saf-

est boroughs in London, home to a lot 

of hardworking people who genuinely 

care about our community and ways of 

life.

I was born and raised in North Lon-

don. As a former local Councillor and 

representative of Brent and Harrow on 

the Greater London Authority, I have 

seen the damage being caused by re-

mote and unelected bureaucrats from 

the European Union. Endless red tape 

is harming local businesses, unchecked 

immigration from Europe is making a 

housing shortage into a crisis and lots 

of people are being trapped by unfair 

visa policies.

It doesn’t have to be this way. Our 

hands are tied by European Union pol-

icy which is designed to discriminate, 

so that jobs go to Europeans who can 

move freely across our borders instead 

of potentially better qualified people 
from our Commonwealth cousin na-

tions, despite far closer family ties and 

shared history and values.

I am immensely proud to represent one of the most 
diverse constituencies in the UK. Harrow is also one 
of the safest boroughs in London, home to a lot of 
hardworking people who genuinely care about our 
community and ways of life.
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When people can’t even welcome 

relatives to the UK short term for wed-

dings or family events, and our temples 

can’t bring over the expert stonemasons 

they need to maintain their buildings, 

because of a biased and overloaded im-

migration system, we have to do some-

thing.

I want the UK to trade freely with 

our friends from the Commonwealth 

and other developing nations. I want 

the immigration system to be a fair 

and just one where people from India 

are given preferential access to the UK. 

Currently we have no control over im-

migration from the EU and draconian 

restrictions are placed on those apply-

ing from outside the EU as a result. We 

also need to remove the artificial trade 
barriers against goods from the Com-

monwealth and provide an equal play-

ing field to those goods and services 
from the EU.

you are very outspoken when it 

comes to jammu and kashmir, 

can you tell us where you stand on 

this critical issue?

I have been outspoken on the is-

sue since 1991, when I heard about the 

plight of the Kashmiri Pandits. I held a 

conference in Brent Town Hall on the 

subject and was instrumental in en-

suring that the subject of Jammu and 

Kashmir was mentioned in the 1992 

Conservative Party Manifesto for the 

1992 General Election.

I am firmly of the view that the 
whole of Jammu and Kashmir is part 

of India and so it should remain. I be-

lieve that the Pakistani forces, illegally 

occupying part of Jammu and Kashmir, 

should leave the region and the whole 

of the state should be reunited under 

Indian Administration in line with the 

original decision of the Maharajah.

I visited Jammu and Kashmir in 

February 2016, and I saw for myself the 

opportunity for increased trade, com-

merce and tourism to the state. I am 

looking forward to helping to promote 

the first ever Jammu and Kashmir festi-
val in the UK in the autumn.

If you were marooned on a des-

ert island, which historical figure 
would you like to spend your time 

with and why?

If I was marooned I would want 

someone with me with a practical ca-

pability of surviving in extreme circum-

stances! I take a very practical view! I 

would therefore choose David Living-

stone, the famous explorer.

So, you now have a sense of the man.  

Let me also bring you totally up-to-date.  

On 13th July 2017 Bob placed before the 

British Parliament the following EDM:

That this House condemns the re-

cent killings of innocent Hindu pilgrims 

in Anantnag, Jammu and Kashmir in 

India; recognises it as a gruesome at-

tack on innocent pilgrims by Lashkar-

e-Toiba, an internationally recognised 

terrorist group, led by Abu Ismail; urges 

the Government to condemn strongly 

the attack and stand with India in the 

fight against terrorism; calls on the 
Government to investigate if there are 

any direct or indirect links to organi-

sations or individuals in the UK that 

may be involved in such cross-border 

atrocities in India; and further calls on 

the Government to reject all forms of 

terrorism and support to organisations 

and individuals propagating such ide-

ology and to take strong action against 

such organisations and individuals in 

the UK to ensure peace in the UK as 

well as India.

This has been one of the most pow-

erful statements ever presented to 

the British Parliament on Jammu and 

Kashmir.  So I say to Indians every-

where, search out in your politicians, 

people of character and integrity who 

are willing to champion the toughest 

of causes – so that in the end we can 
secure justice for those who have been 

wronged.  Great Britain and India have 

a history.  It has not always been rosy, 

and yes there are multiple areas where 

redress is still outstanding.  However, 

Indians in the UK are beginning to gal-

vanise political support so that many 

of these important matters can be ap-

proached with seriousness and the cus-

tomary diplomatic tact. 

The era of PM Modi has given hope 

to millions in India and around the 

world.  We have even seen the USA issue 

their formal State Department note in 

which they now formally say, the ‘State 

of Jammu and Kashmir’. In the space of 

a few years the world order is changing.  

With such changes the UK and India, 

with their special understanding and 

relationship, can take full advantage of 

the situation for the welfare of their re-

spective citizens. We live in interesting 

times, let’s see who remains steadfast in 

reaching their goals.

I am Kapil Dudakia reporting 
live from the UK.  You can find me 
on Twitter: @kdudakia
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Clean India green India campaign 

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

is perhaps the most ambitious 

campaign launched in post Inde-

pendent India. you are a salient 

warrior of clean India campaign, 

how do you foresee your journey 

since you started the work? 

To end the practice of manual clean-

ing of human faeces by the untouch-

ables and to stop defecation in the open, 

I started my work way back in 1968. In 

those days it was a cultural taboo to 

talk about toilets and untouchables; 

wherever I would go, people would 

avoid talking about these subjects. They 

would tell me to have tea first and then 
start a talk about toilets. I used to say, 

“It would take some time to make the 

tea and meanwhile we can start our 

conversation.” To this, they would re-

ply, “When we would sip the tea after 

talking about toilet, don’t you think we 

will also get a taste of the excreta in the 

mouth? In other words, there was no 

awareness, let alone priority, in those 

days about clean India or toilets both in 

oN CLeAN MISSIoN
dr Bindeshwar Pathak is a great humanist and social 
reformer of contemporary India. To the weaker sections 
of society especially, his is the compassionate face of a 
paternal redeemer. He has the vision of a philosopher 
and the undying zeal of a missionary. He is an icon of 
sanitation and social reform who has made a difference 
in the lives of millions of people. Dr. Pathak will be 
remembered in history for his innovative strides in the 
field of sanitation as well as social reform. With his efforts 
erstwhile untouchables have been allowed by the society 
to intermingle with them and to live on par, dining with 
them and being allowed to offer prayers in the temples. 
He has created a new culture which embraces the poor 
and extols the dignity of labour. The Swachh Bharat 
campaign of the present government was adopted by Dr 
Pathak in 1968 wherein he has tirelessly worked for years 
to bring about realistic change and awareness for clean 
India concept. Padma Bhushan Dr Bindeshwar Pathak in 
conversation with Prashant tewari, editor-in-Chief 
of opinion express narrates his life experience of this 
eventful journey
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urban and rural India. In those days, no 

house had a toilet in rural areas and so 

people used to go outside for defecation. 

The women had to suffer the most. They 
had to go out for relieving themselves 

before sunrise or after sunset. In dark-

ness they used to face sometimes snake 

or scorpion bite or get attacked by stray 

animals and humans. Girls did not go to 

schools because of lack of toilets. Chil-

dren used to die because of diarrhoea, 

dysentery, etc. My own sister’s son died 

because of diarrhoea while being taken 

to a hospital. In urban areas, more than 

85% houses had bucket toilets that had 
to be cleaned up by the untouchables. 

There was no public toilet at public 

places and if there was one that was so 

horribly dirty that nobody will go inside 

the toilet.

So, I invented a technology and 

developed a methodology to end this 

practice and make India environmen-

tally clean. In those days, people were 

more or less unaware about the impor-

tance of good sanitation. Although dif-

ferent Prime Ministers and ministers of 

those days would sometimes talk about 

the subject, but after Mahatma Gandhi 

the credit goes to Hon’ble Prime Minis-

ter Shri Narendra Modi for giving Clean 

India Campaign a national importance 

and national priority. I feel that after 

the intervention by the present Prime 

Minister of India, my journey and my 

mission that started five decades ago is 

now being realized, and now the people, 

especially girls and women, have be-

come aware of the importance of toilets 

and sanitation. 

In a caste-ridden hierarchy of 

Indian society, dr Bindeshwar 

Pathak pioneered clean India 

campaign, how difficult was the 

So, I invented a technology and developed a 
methodology to end this practice and make India 
environmentally clean. In those days, people were 
more or less unaware about the importance of good 
sanitation. Although different Prime Ministers and 
ministers of those days would sometimes talk about 
the subject, but after Mahatma Gandhi the credit 
goes to Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi for giving Clean India Campaign a national 
importance and national priority. 
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decision to pursue this agenda as 

your career? 

When I started working for the un-

touchables, my task seemed to be for-

midable. My father was sad; the fellow 

Brahmins were against me; my father-

in-law was so angry with me that he 

said, “I do not want to see your face. I 

want to marry my daughter to some-

body else.” It was very difficult for me 
as I came from a Brahmin family. I had 

no money to pursue my career. I had to 

sell the ornaments of my wife and some 

pieces of land that I owned, I remained 

starved for many nights, slept on the 

platform because I had no money. I 

used to walk barefoot in the scorching 

heat. In a nutshell, my journey was very 

hard; it was very hard to pursue my ca-

reer. But only a determined person can 

bring about a change and improve a bad 

situation. 

It was also difficult to get the sup-

port from the Government to start this 

work. Altogether it was very difficult 
and challenging to pursue the career I 

had chosen for myself.

do you feel vindicated after get-

ting laurels from various parts of 

the world? 

yes, I feel so because in my lifetime 

the subject of sanitation has been recog-

nized. The toilet technology invented by 

me has been featured by the BBC Ho-

rizons as one of the five unique inven-

tions of the world. In 1996 at Istanbul, 

the UN-Habitat declared this technolo-

gy as a Global Urban Best Practice. The 

Sulabh technology also got the Dubai 

International Award for ‘Best Practices 

for Improving the Living Environment’ 

by the United Nations Centre for Hu-

man Settlements. In 2003 UNDP has 

also adopted Sulabh technology. 

I also received the honour of Padma 

Bhushan from the Government of In-

dia. But what makes me really happy is 

that the subject of sanitation has been 

recognized throughout the world and 

the fact that the sanitation technologies 

that I have invented could help solve 

the problems of 2.4 billion people on 

the planet who have no access to toilets. 

I feel that my ideas and my work have 

been vindicated. 

first time in India, your work is 

supplemented by government via 

Swachh Bharat Mission wherein 

there is a huge spike in budget-

ary allocation by the govern-

ment. there is a huge awareness 

campaign undertaken by Central 

It was very difficult for me as I came from a 
Brahmin family. I had no money to pursue my 
career. I had to sell the ornaments of my wife 
and some pieces of land that I owned, I remained 
starved for many nights, slept on the platform 
because I had no money. I used to walk barefoot in 
the scorching heat. In a nutshell, my journey was 
very hard; it was very hard to pursue my career. But 
only a determined person can bring about a change 
and improve a bad situation. 
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government & various state gov-

ernments to bring perceptional 

change in the outlook of citizens. 

you are happy with the progres-

sion made in this regard? 

I am happy with the development of 

the Swachh Bharat Mission. The only 

suggestion is that for building the toi-

lets, apart from Rs. 12,000 as subsidy, 

there should be the provision of loans 

up to Rs. 50,000 so that the people can 
build good quality and enduring toilets 

of their choice. In these days it is simply 

not possible to build a good quality and 

durable toilet with Rs. 12,000. 

What are the latest plans of Su-

labh International keeping in view 

the huge gap in demand and sup-

ply that exists in India for proper 

sanitation, clean water and gar-

bage disposal? your organisation 

is planning to sync activities with 

technology? 

We have a plan to train one person 

in every village (there are 6.46 lakh vil-

lages in India) to work as a motivator 

and change maker. These change mak-

ers will go house to house, motivate, 

educate, train people and get imple-

mented the toilets in the house if the 

beneficiaries desire so and also follow-
up for one year so that toilets could be 

properly functional. We are trying to 

reach out to different avenues for gen-

erating the amount needed for training 

the people. 

In the water sector, we have started 

cleaning water in arsenic-affected ar-

eas in order to provide safe and potable 

water to the people so that they should 

be free from arsenic diseases. We have 

done this in the five villages of West 
Bengal and our water plants are func-

tioning very well. We want to extend 

this technology in other parts of the 

country so that we can solve the water-

related problems. 

There are many other agencies who 

are working on the garbage disposal 

projects. Sulabh International is co-

ordinating with government and non 

government agencies for clean India 

mission. 

I am happy with the development of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission. The only suggestion is that for 
building the toilets, apart from Rs. 12,000 as 
subsidy, there should be the provision of loans up to 
Rs. 50,000 so that the people can build good quality 
and enduring toilets of their choice. 
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By carlyta Mohini (Maria)

I
t was a warm wet afternoon as the 

wonderful  Monsoon in Mumbai 

took a shape from mild drizzles to an 

incessant pour, I somehow slithered my 

car to a parking premises just outside a 

Sprawling  up riser in the heart of And-

heri (West) , 4  Bungalows area where 

‘Mukkti Foundation Tower’ stood like a 

sensational hue of Blue and grey glass 

wrapped building  where I were to meet 

the lady  who encompassed her life with 

total dedication and composure and 

fought the adversity of the social norms 

with grit and consistency  a woman en-

gulfed in sheer grit of spirit.

She is Smita Thackeray who takes 

pride on her dramatic rise from a hum-

ble housewife in ‘Matoshree’ in Mumbai 

as the daughter in law of the Power Icon 

of Shiv Sena Supremo , Late Balasaheb 

Thackeray to a powerful and deservedly 

earned corporate acumen ship on her 

own merits. 

My main focus was to capture her 

present and future projects under her 

baton ‘Mukkti Foundation’ on empow-

ering women and girl children with ba-

sic safeties and skills to enhance their 

life as an independent entity. 

I was ushered in a mahogany and 

leather furnished sitting parlor which 

reflected the sheer energy of Ganesha 
and Lord Tirupati adorning her infor-

mal room and I instantly felt a surge of 

mental peace and purity. 

Ms Afsana Ahmed, a well known 

Journalist and pride of Indian Film 

Journalism who at present is associ-

ated with Mukkti Foundation  gave me 

company till the Lady in a sublime long 

printed dress walked in and we broke 

into a flawless interaction on music, 
children and womanhood which led 

me to ask her opinion on the crux of 

girl empowerment and feminism and 

she voiced, “Feminism isn’t about mak-

ing women strong., women are already 

strong. It’s about changing the way the 

India perceives that strength. To all the 

girls who are under the tutelage in Muk-

kti foundation on self defense courses, 

never doubt that you are valuable and 

powerful and deserving of every chance 

and opportunity in the world to pursue 

and achieve your own dreams.” 

Her Mukkti Foundation promotes 

awareness in AIDS which after a decade 

of dedication towards AIDS victims 

is under control which gave her much 

time to raise funds for the present group 

of Girl Children and women in Mumbai 

for their basic needs on self sufficiency 
by which they can combat domestic vio-

lence and physical or verbal abuses to 

the minimal. According to her, “Self In-

dependence even on minimum accord 

can elevate one’s self confidence and 

daughter of Maharashtra

I was ushered in a 
mahogany and leather 
furnished sitting parlor 
which reflected the sheer 
energy of Ganesha and 
Lord Tirupati adorning 
her informal room and 
I instantly felt a surge of 
mental peace and purity. 
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will power so as to face the immediate 

disturbances with inner strength and 

we in Mukkti foundation are serving 

them with all the support they need for 

self perseverance”.  

Further she added that, ‘By Incor-

porating the women and children with 

skill development for small scale indus-

tries, we instill self confidence in them 
and thereby  improve their mental 

health, dignity, self decisions and help 

them to realize the importance of  their 

fundamental rights. These are now at 

present are the main perspectives of 

Mukkti Foundation. 

‘Tolpar’(topsy turvy) is a ‘Me Muk-

kti’ wing spearheaded by Mukkti Foun-

dation with the Mumbai Police and  

AIMMAA to bring a unique workshop 

for the women officers of the police 
force reflecting women as warriors . A 
team of experts from Russia who spe-

cialized in the Tolpar System of Knife 

Fighting conducted this event in the 

presence of Ms. Smita Thackeray,ATS 

Chief Mr.Himanshu Roy, Russian Con-

sul General Mr. Alexei Novakov and 

Bollywood Action Star, Mr. Akshay Ku-

mar.

Mukkti foundation has also been a 

major force in raising funds for the be-

reaved family for the Indian soldiers 

who sacrificed their life in defending 
India’s glory in the Kargil War for the 

Army Welfare fund .In addition the 

foundation also raised donations worth 

INR 41, 00 , 000 for the drought vic-

tims of Rajasthan and Gujrat for the 

Prime Minister’s relief Fund and multi-

ple events on sports and Indian cinema 

to raise funds for the charity along with 

the participations of leading Indian 

sports and Cinema Celebrities.   

As a painter uses a brush to brief 

imaginations, a sculptor uses a hammer 

to give shape, an architect builds his 

dreams on his projects, and we at Opin-

ion Express make way for the readers 

to read the truth and reality of an  in-

dividual’s persona, that is Ms Smita 

Thackray’s endeavors  on the the  ‘Gate-

way to further social development  for a 

healthier tomorrow’ ! 

The writer is a leading Indo 
Brazilian Columnist on Inter-

national Diplomatic issues and 

Politics, World Trade /Tourism/

Heritage/Music and Global Fu-

sion Vocalist (ICCR) /Songwriter

One of the most newsworthy 
political ‘bahus’ and owner 
of a flourishing film and 
TV production house, Shiv 
Sena chief Bal Thackeray’s 
daughter-in-law, Smita 
Thackeray, gets candid with 
the Quick replies ….
Favorite color |  Pink

Favorite Snack |  soya

Favorite perfume |  channel 5 

Favorite place |  Maharashtra 

love |  Important 

Movie | c ontent 
Women |  multitasked

Passion |  Music 
children |  World 

Girl |  intelligent 

lie |  Never  

Truth |  Reality 

Picture Courtesy - Bhanwar
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T
he wait is almost over as 

Samsung has officially con-

firmed the launch of Sam-

sung Galaxy Note 8. In an 

official statement, the company said 

that the smartphone will be launched 

on August 23 in New york by tweet-

ing out images and posting out an of-

ficial invite for the event. Though the 

company did not mention the model 

name in either image or invite, the 

image of the device with no bezels 

on the side and a Stylus, confirmed 

that this may well the Galaxy Note 

8, reports The Indian Express. “On 

August 23rd, Samsung Electronics 

will reveal the latest member of the 

Galaxy family with the ultimate mul-

titasking device for those who want 

to do bigger things with their phone” 

stated Samsung’s press website. It 

further added “this highly anticipat-

ed addition to the Galaxy roster was 

specifically designed for people who 

move through barriers to do more of 

what matters to them.” 

Samsung Galaxy was in news for 

all bad reasons after the Galaxy Note 

7 disaster. Following the complaints 

over its battery, the company had to 

discontinue the device. However, now 

the company is looking to win back its 

customers with Galaxy Note 8. Mean-

while, the company is bringing several 

high-end technological features into 

the smartphone. The Galaxy Note 8 

will not feature a front home button, 

just like its S8, S8+ series. Also, it will 

have an Infinity Display with no be-

zels on the side, said the report stat-

ing leaks. Besides, the phone will have 

a 6.3-inch SAMOLED Infinity display 

and run the Qualcomm Snapdragon 

835/Exynos 8895 processor. As far as 
storage is concerned, it will have 6GB 

RAM, 128GB storage and Samsung’s 

own Bixby voice-assistant, said the re-

port. The phone is also said to be the 

first high-end smartphone from Sam-

sung to feature a dual-rear camera. 

For all this, the company could price 

Euro 999, which is approximately Rs 

70,000, added the report.

By Sanjay Mendiratta - Tele-

com expert can be contacted at 

mendiratta_sanjay@yahoo.com

Noteworthy launch
Samsung Galaxy Note 8 to be launched on August 23; likely to 
be priced at around Rs 70,000
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Petrina Verma sarkar 

D
osa is a type of pancake from 

the Indian subcontinent, 

made from a fermented bat-

ter. It is somewhat similar to 

a crepe but its main ingredients are rice 

and black gram. Dosa is a typical part 

of the South Indian diet and popular all 

over the Indian subcontinent. Tradi-

tionally, Dosa is served hot along with 

sambar, stuffing of potatoes or paneer 
and chutney. It can be consumed with 

idli podi as well. Today Dosa idly are 

common name in any part of India, 

probably the most popular food that 

is widely consumed. There are several 

branded restaurant all over the world 

serving authentic South Indian food 

namely Sagar Ratna, Dasaprakasha, 

Udapi, Brindawan, Carnatic Cafe, Sar-

vana Bhawan etc. you can locate atleast 

one South Indian restaurant in every 

town in India. In fact, South Indian food 

has facilitated integration of South In-

dia with North India, food has become 

an ambassodor of unity for India. 

What you’ll Need 
3 cups rice 

1 cup •skinless split urad daal (skin-

less black gram) 

3/4 teaspoon  fenugreek seeds 

salt to taste 

 Vegetable / canola / sunflower cook-

ing oil 

How to Make It 
Wash the rice and urad daal well. Add 

the fenugreek seeds to the mix and fill 
enough water in the rice-daal bowl to 

cover them about 2” deep. Soak over-

night.

The next morning, drain all the water 

from the rice and urad daal. Now put 

some in a food processor and grind - 

adding very little water if necessary - to 

a smooth yet slightly grainy paste.

When all the rice-daal mix is ground 

like this, put it into a large mixing bowl 

and add enough water to make a batter. 

The consistency of the batter should be 

such that it thickly coats a spoon dipped 

in it.

Now add salt to taste and keep the 

Dosa batter aside in a warm, dark spot, 

covered, for 6-8 hours. After this fer-

mentation, stir the batter well. It is now 

ready to make Dosas.

Put some cooking oil in a small bowl 

and keep ready. you will also need a 

bowl of ice cold water, a large, flat non-

stick pan, 2 sheets of paper towel, a la-

dle, a spatula and a •basting brush.
Fold one sheet of paper towel into 

a wad and dip lightly into the bowl of 

cooking oil. Squeeze out any excess and 

then rub the paper towel all over the 

surface of the pan to grease. The correct 

amount of oil is such that it is barely vis-

ible in the pan. Now turn on the heat/ 

flame at medium high.
Fill the ladle up to the 3/4 level with 

Dosa batter. Gently pour this batter onto 

the center of the pan - just as you would 

for a pancake - till the ladle is empty.

Now begin to spread the batter in 

sweeping circular motions to form a 

pancake of roughly 8” diameter. Do not 

be alarmed if the Dosa develops tiny 

holes as you spread the batter. This is 

normal.

As soon as you have finished spread-

ing the batter out on the pan, dip the 

•basting brush in cooking oil and drizzle 
the oil all over the surface of the dosa 

and also around its edges. Now hold the 

pan by its handle, lift up and swirl it so 

as to make the drizzled oil spread all 

over the Dosa.

When the upper surface begins to 

look cooked (it will no longer look soft 

or runny), flip the Dosa. By this time, 
ideally, the surface that was underneath 

should be light golden in color. Cook for 

1 minute after flipping.
The Dosa is almost done. Fold it in 

half and allow to cook for 30 seconds 

more.

Serve the ready Dosa with side dishes 

like •South Indian Coconut Chutney, 
•South Indian Gunpowder Chutney, 
and •Sambar. I like to make and serve 
Dosas immediately while I cook as this 

means they are crisp and fresh when 

eaten. This, however, is not absolutely 

necessary. you can also make, stack and 

serve the Dosas later. Just ensure you 

keep them warm until serving time by 

placing them - just like with pancakes - 

in a closed dish.

Before you start making the next 

Dosa, fold another sheet of paper towel 

into a wad and dip it in ice cold water. 

Squeeze the wad to remove excess wa-

ter and then rub it all over the surface of 

the pan to cool it slightly. This ensures 

your next Dosa will spread evenly and 

not break because the pan is too hot. 

Now proceed as you did for the last 

Dosa. Idly and vada are great compan-

ion of Dosa so we will discuss prepara-

tion method in our next article.    

https://www.thespruce.com

AN eASy WAy to 
MAke doSA reCIPe
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A
t this point, the dystopian age 

of a Ferrari SUv is not an if, but 

a when. Despite going against 

everything that the Italian automaker 

stands for, it sounds like engineers and 

execs are doing their best to keep the 

forthcoming SUv as Ferrari as possible, 

at least according to a new report from 

Autocar, which claims the rear doors 

of the high-rider won’t be immediately 

visible. 

Autocar says while Ferrari contin-

ues to tell investors there are no plans 

for a four-door model, sedan or other-

wise, the so-called FUv (Ferrari Utility 

vehicle) is still reportedly on track for a 

2021 launch. Instead of four doors, Ma-

ranello plans on designing a setup with 

a clever hidden arrangement.

A Ferrari SUv should come as a 

surprise to no one, especially consider-

ing the current marketplace that sees 

day-over-day dips in traditional sedan 

and car sales in favor of crossovers and 

SUvs. Of course, Ferrari is far from the 

first traditional sports car marque to 
plan a high-performance SUv. Porsche 

kicked things off with the Cayenne, 
Maserati recently launched the Le-

vante, Lamborghini is readying its low-

slung Urus sport ute, and Aston Martin 

is working through development of the 

high-riding DBX. If supreme luxury is 

more your thing, Bentley is courting ce-

lebrities with the $300,000 Bentayga, 

while Rolls-Royce prepares its Cullinan 

SUv. When the FUv does inevitably ar-

rive, don’t expect it to be a shrinking 

violet. Power will likely come from ei-

ther a twin-turbocharged v-8 or a v-12, 

with power outputs potentially reach-

ing up to the 800 hp mark. Like the cur-

rent four-seat GTC4 Lusso, passenger 

legroom and amenities will be ample. 

Autocar says the FUv will likely cost 

upwards of $270,000, and sell between 

2,000 and 3,000 units per year.

 Courtesy - Motor Trends India

Coming, ferrari Suv
with hidden rear doors

A Ferrari SUv should come as a surprise to no one, 
especially considering the current marketplace that 
sees day-over-day dips in traditional sedan and car 
sales in favor of crossovers and SUvs. Of course, 
Ferrari is far from the first traditional sports car 
marque to plan a high-performance SUv.
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W
edding spell was formed in 2016 

in New Delhi, by Gayatri Sahdev 

and collection of creative individ-

uals, with the vision to create outstanding, 

luxury wedding. 

We are one of the world’s leading wed-

ding planners, and have a wealth of experi-

ence working in the UK, as well as exciting 

destination around the world.

Our experienced wedding planners and 

in house design team will create your dream 

wedding. We’ll take care of all of the impor-

tant tasks, right down to the finer details, 
ensuring you enjoy every minute of the pro-

cess and have fun a long the way.

Expertise in Destination  
Wedding
(Domestic and International)

Decoration

Destination weddings

Venues

Catering

Entertainment (Artist)

Videography (pre wedding shoots)

Photography (pre wedding shoots) and 

photo booths

Choreography

Make up Artists

Vintage Cars and Valet Service

Jewelery

Pandits for rituals

tHe HIStory of 
WeddINg SPeLL
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G
OPIO International together 

with the GOPIO Chapter of Dur-

ban in South Africa held a very 

successful and enlightening business 

conference for two and half days where 

attendees from many countries gath-

ered to network, exchange ideas and 

come with suggestions to help South Af-

rica progress to greater heights through 

Cooperation, Guidance and Entrepre-

neurship.

Mr. Ishwar Ramlutchman, Conven-

tion Convener and International Coor-

dinator along with his team of volun-

teers did a wonderful job of planning, 

hosting and welcome of the delegates 

visiting from many countries. He had a 

line up of the Royalty and top Govern-

ment officials who attended the various 
events and mingled with the guests.

Resolutions

This GOPIO International Business 

Summit, having taken place 

in the City of Durban, South 

Africa on Saturday, May 20th, 

2017, and headlined on the 

conference theme, “Indiaspora 

Building Africa Through Op-

portunities Beyond Frontiers 

“, and inclusive of women em-

powerment and skills devel-

opment in business, hereby 

resolves:

To adopt the spirit of the 

Durban Declaration for Social 

and Economic Prosperity and 

Peace in Africa, in which GO-

PIO International and Global 

Diaspora Indians will foster 

closer relations and initiate 

new vistas of economic cooperation 

with stakeholders, governments. non-

governmental organisation (NGOs) and 

institutions.

 Proposed by South Africa, Life 

Member, Marlan Padayachee, seconded 

by South Africa, Life Member, Michelle 

Michael, and unanimously passed by 

delegates.

 Gopio International and the global 

business summit further resolved to 

call on the government of South Africa 

to facilitate new initiatives in business, 

investments, technology and education 

with the Diaspora Indians and to estab-

lish a close working relationship with 

Gopio International and its Chapters in 

South Africa for a partnership to con-

tribute meaningfully and tangibly to the 

development of South Africa.

Proposed by South Africa, Life Mem-

ber Marlan Padayachee, and seconded 

by Mauritius delegate and unanimously 

accepted by the delegates.

 Proposed by South Africa, Life 

Member, Marlan Padayachee, seconded 

by South Africa, Life Member, Michelle 

Michael,   and unanimously passed by 

delegates.

Resolutions Session was presided 

by GOPIO International Chairman Dr 

Thomas Abraham

goPIo Africa business 
summit a great success

GOPIO-Durban Convention team with (sit-

ting l. to r.) Mr. A.v. Mohammed of Jumma 

Masjid Trust, Ishwar Ramlutchman and 

South Africa Member of the Parliament 

Aumsen Singh.

Hon. Aumsen Singh Presenting SA 

Parliamentary Proceedings recog-

nising GOPIO to GOPIO Chairman 

Dr. Thomas Abraham. In the left is 

GOPIO Life Member and GOPIO-

CT Treasurer virsh Sharma



O p i n i O n  E x p r E s s 45August 2017

K
ansas Governor, Sam Brownback 

proclaimed March 16 as “Indian-

American Appreciation Day.”  In 

honor of Srinivas Kuchibhotla who was fa-

tally shot in Olathe, Kansas.  A select group 

of community members, who attended the 

Proclamation event, were selected by Alok 

Madasani and Ian Grillot who were in-

jured while trying to protect Kuchibhotla. 

The Proclamation not only condoled the 

death of Kuchibhotla but stated that it val-

ued the contributions made by Indians in 

computer and software engineering; the 

medical and technological sectors and in 

education.   It also recognized that many 

people of Indian origin served in the mili-

tary and held local and state government 

positions. Governor Brownback empha-

sized that acts of hate and intolerance 

will not be tolerated since Kansans have 

always fought against injustice and sense-

less hatred. He reaffirmed that he would 
welcome Indians to Kansas to live, work 

and raise families there.

 

Indian Americans raise 
$100,000 for kansas man

A true hero, Ian Gilliot was felicitat-

ed at a moving ceremony presided over 

by India’s ambassador, Navtej Sarna 

and Consul General Houston, Anupam 

Ray, in Houston.  The bullet that Grillot 

took while attempting to defend Srinivas 

Kuchibhotla and Alok Reddy Madasani, 

symbolized outstanding courage against 

xenophobic hate.  “Whatever you have 

done to save the life of a stranger, you 

represent the true America, you are the 

true hero ... money cannot compensate 

you for your heroism, but I hope you will 

accept this check and utilize it towards 

buying your house. Thank you so much,” 

community leaders stated while present-

ing Grillot with a check for $100,000. 

The   xenophobic fervor that Adam Pru-

inton exhibited while shooting Srinivas 

Kuchibhotla and Alok Reddy Madasani, 

engineers from India working for Garmin 

USA , has left Indian- Americans feeling  

that they were at the receiving end of 

American resentment for their success, 

rather than for their legality.

 gopio chairman confronts
 rbi governor urjit patel

Global Organization of People of 

Indian Origin (GOPIO) Chairman Dr. 

Thomas Abraham confronted Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) Governor Dr. Urjit 

Patel at a talk delivered by him at Co-

lumbia University on April 24th for not 

allowing Diaspora Indians with foreign 

citizenship to deposit or exchange their 

demonetized Indian currencies. GOPIO 

estimates that over Rs. 5,000 crores of 
demonetized currencies are in the pos-

session of OCI card holders and those 

non-OCI card holders with foreign citi-

zenship. Many travelling to India to de-

posit their currencies were turned away 

by RBI at five of its branches which 
still accept the demonetized curren-

cies from NRIs who are Indian citizens. 

“This is gross injustice to more than 

50% of the overseas Indians who have 
been deprived of their hard-earned in-

come,” said Dr. Abraham.  In January 

2017, GOPIO launched a PetitionOnline 

campaign appealing to Prime Minister 

of India to allow OCI/PIO card holders 

as well as Diaspora Indians with For-

eign Citizenship to deposit or exchange 

their demonetized Indian currencies at 

the Reserve Bank of India. Currently, 

NRIs holding Indian Passport are only 

allowed to deposit or exchange the de-

monetized currencies at five Reserve 
Bank India branches in Delhi, Mum-

bai, Kolkata, Chennai and Nagpur.  In 

a letter to RBI Governor Patel, GOPIO 

noted that It would be unfair of India to 

treat OCI card holders differently from 
NRIs for depositing their hard-earned 

demonetized currencies.

Convert pio to oci card
GOPIO is alerting those holding PIO 

card to take steps to convert it to OCI 

Card. If you have a PIO card issued by 

Govt’ of India, which so far served as 

your visa to India, will be terminated 

on December 31, 2017. you must act be-

fore this date to apply to convert your 

PIO card to an OCI card for free. After 

this date, you will have to start afresh 

an application for OCI card and pay the 

fee. To apply for conversion of PIO to 

OCI, go to https://passport.gov.in/oci. 

One can complete an application and 

give attachments on line. One can also 

use this to apply for a new OCI for your 

spouse (Indian or foreigner) and for 

children.

 

gopio upper new york
commemorates “indian ar-
rival”

GOPIO’s Upper New york Chap-

ter held its Ninth Annual Dinner and 

Dance on April 29, 2017, to celebrate 

the arrival of Indian Indentured Labor-

ers to Guyana. This program was held 

at Starlite Pavilion, Richmond Hill, 

Queens, New york and was coordinated 

by Mr. Jhairam Persaud, President of 

the GOPIO Upper New york Chapter. 

Jhairam Persaud’s, welcome address 

was followed by two speeches and a 

book launch. Dr. Sharla ShiromieKargi 

spoke on “Mental Health issues in Guy-

ana and the Caribbean” with emphasis 

on suicide rates in those areas.  Mr. 

Dennis Ramdin spoke about the “vi-

hara Poverty Project “. Dr BasdeoMan-

gru, a prominent author and historian, 

launched his book, “Champions of In-

do-Guyanese Welfare, 1838-1938”. His 

book concentrates on the individuals 

and groups who championed the wel-

fare of Indian workers in the 100 years 

following their landing in Guyana in

 

gopio-paris celebrates
 holi in grand fervor

GOPIO Paris North coordinated 

with Le Jardin d’Acclimatation to cel-

ebrate Holi on March 19 and Shri Man-

ish Prabhat, Deputy Chief of Mission 

in Paris honored this event. Around 

25000 visitors, French and Indian ori-
gins shared this great moment of hap-

piness with colors in a spirit of love, 

friendship and brotherhood. Many 

people got a good glimpse of the rich 

and diverse cultures of India. Holi, the 

festival that rejoices over the triumph of 

good over evil and the onset of spring, 

was celebrated by the Indian Diaspora 

with Bangra dances and Rajasthani mu-

sic. This helped to create a festive atmo-

sphere and people of French and Indian 

origins shared this great moment of 

happiness with traditional Holi colors 

in a spirit of friendship and brother-

hood. With the success of this event, 

INdIAN-AMerICAN
APPreCIAtIoN dAy

GOPIO NEWS
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GOPIO, Paris now looks forward to cel-

ebrate Holi, annually in Paris.

gopio inland empire chap-
ter  celebrates valentine’s 
day

 

valentine’s Day was celebrated by 

the GOPIO Inland Empire Chapter at 

the Bombay Restaurant Cuisine of In-

dia in California. While addressing the 

guests, the chapter president, Ms. vasu 

Pawar emphasized the need for GO-

PIO to not only contribute towards the 

needs of the Indian Community in the 

US but also to focus on creating solidar-

ity among Indians and promote world 

peace, progress, and ecological har-

mony. Around 160 guests braved the 

inclement weather to attend this spec-

tacular event. They were entertained by 

outstanding singers and entertainers 

who performed in an elegantly decorat-

ed hall.  The president, Ms vasu Pawar 

and a team of dedicated volunteers or-

ganized this very successful event.

Indian ambassador to ger-
many compliments gopio 
berlin

In a letter to GOPIO-Berlin Presi-

dent, Barjinder Sodhi, the Indian Am-

bassador to Germany, Gurjit Singh 

wrote that GOPIO-Berlin has become 

an important link to better German-

India relations. “I wish to thank you for 

your tremendous nobility of spirit and 

community service that you render in 

Germany” said Ambassador Singh.

 Mr. Singh commended GOPIO’s 

efforts to promote a better understand-

ing of India and its people in Germany. 

The GOPIO Berlin chapter was formed 

in 2006 and Mr. Singh stated that since 

then, GOPIO has created many oppor-

tunities for Indians in Germany to meet 

German leaders and this has created 

an improved awareness about India in 

Germany. He felt that GOPIO’s com-

mitments to Indian festivals and Na-

tional Days has encouraged the Indian 

community in Germany who have ben-

efited from this link to their homeland.  
Mr. Singh recognized that the work that 

GOPIO is involved in not only benefits 
the Indian community but also forges 

good Indo-German relations.

 

News of interest to nris
And pios around the world

Gujarat University Conducts regu-

lar need based Programs throughout 

the year for NRIs/PIOs under STUDy 

ABROAD PROGRAM (SAP) and the 

centre is named as KADAMB. Under 

these programs SAP offers a range of 
graduate Degree, Post Graduate and 

Research programs in Arts, Commerce, 

Education, Law, Medicine, Mental, Cul-

ture, Social Sciences, Performing Arts 

and Sciences.  The courses are designed 

from three weeks to ten weeks, apart 

from regular U.G., P.G., M.Phil, Ph.D. 

degree programs, keeping Indian and 

International scenario in mind. They 

offer a wide range of cultural, philo-

sophical, traditional and contemporary 

knowledge and expose the students 

to this unique land called India. Each 

course is offered from 4 to 16 credits 
ranging three weeks to one semester. 

Gujarat University, the only one in India, 

signed Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with Ed. CIL.The Ministry has 

sent senior officers and diplomats from 
other countries to undertake studies in 

different Post Graduate course. ICCR 
has selected Gujarat University to send 

students under Prime Minister’s special 

Scholarship scheme. The course fee in-

cludes stay and field trips.
 

Nri investments to be
considered domestic

 In an attempt to attract overseas 

funds, the Govt. of India said non-re-

patriable investments by nonresident 

Indians (NRIs), overseas citizens of 

India (OCIs) and persons of Indian or-

igin (PIOs) will be treated as domestic 

investments and will not be subject to 

FDI caps. The Cabinet approved some 

amendments, including changes in 

the definition of NRI, to be incorpo-

rated in the FDI policy, “Investment 

by NRIs under Schedule 4 of FEMA 

(Transfer or issue of security by per-

sons residing outside India). “Regula-

tions will be deemed to be domestic 

investment at par with the investment 

made by residents.” an official state-

ment said. The NDA government, 

which has liberalized the FDI policy 

for sectors such as Defense, Railways, 

infrastructure, medical devices and 

insurance, is keen to tap NRIs, OCIs 

and PIOs.

GOPIO Convention Awardees with King Goodwill Zwelithini and GOPIO officials at the Durban Business Summit, May 20, 2017
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T
he dramatic political victories of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

in India and President Donald 

Trump in USA led to consolidation of 

right wing ideologies in respective coun-

tries. The events were unpredictable 

and so fast that it impacted global po-

litical situation leading to a new world 

order. The USA leadership is willing to 

work with Russia and India is extremely 

close to USA today, both were unthink-

able about two decades ago. China is 

extremely vulnerable with the rise of 

India because it will pose economic, 

political, diplomatic and military chal-

lenge. The current situation on the 

border is an attempt by China to dis-

turb India’s ambition to be a dominant 

international player. China is pushing 

Pakistan to disturb India indirectly 

since many years but the India, USA, 

Russia tactical alliance is a bad news for 

China. China is protecting North Korea 

and there is a direct conflict brewing 
up between USA and North Korea, the 

Americans are consolidating navy fleet 
in south of Malacca, crucial to Chinese 

trade and commerce. To avoid interna-

tional focus on North Korea, China has 

pushed troops to India border to make 

new international headlines. 

The latest row erupted in mid-June 

when India opposed China’s attempt to 

extend a border road through a plateau 

known as Doklam in India and Dong-

lang in China. The plateau, which lies 

at a junction between China, the north-

eastern Indian state of Sikkim and the 

Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, is cur-

rently disputed between Beijing and 

Bhutan. India supports Bhutan’s claim 

over it. India is concerned that if the 

road is completed, it will give China 

greater access to India’s strategically 

vulnerable “chicken’s neck”, a 20km 

(12-mile) wide corridor that links the 

seven north-eastern states to the Indian 

mainland. And since this stand-off be-

gan, each side has reinforced its troops 

and called on the other to back down. 

There is a dreadful sense of deja vu 

about the way the stand-off appears to 
be escalating. 

This is not the first time the two 
neighbors who share a rocky relation-

ship have faced off on the ill-defined 

Nervous China triggers 
India-China border  
stand-off escalation

The latest row erupted 
in mid-June when India 
opposed China’s attempt 
to extend a border road 
through a plateau known 
as Doklam in India and 
Donglang in China. The 
plateau, which lies at a 
junction between China, 
the north-eastern Indian 
state of Sikkim and the 
Himalayan kingdom 
of Bhutan, is currently 
disputed between 
Beijing and Bhutan. 
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border, where minor incursions by 

troops have been common. The region 

saw armed clashes between China and 

India in 1967, and a prolonged stand-off 
and build-up of troops along the border 

in Arunachal Pradesh in 1986-87.

‘Not a bluff’
Indian analysts believe China’s 

warnings cannot be ignored. “In gen-

eral, the Chinese pattern of use of force 

has been to prepare the ground with 

adequate statements and warnings. 

Hence, I think we should not take them 

lightly or see it as a bluff,” a China ex-

pert told me. 

In 1962, the state-run news agency 

Xinhua warned well in advance that In-

dia should “pull back from the brink of 

war”. During the Korean War in 1950 
which pitted the US and its allies against 

the USSR, North Korea and commu-

nist China, the Chinese warned the US 

through India that if they crossed the 

yalu River the Chinese would be forced 

to enter the war. To be true, this doesn’t 

mean that China is girding up for war. 

As things stand, both sides can share 

some blame for the stand-off in what is 
a strategically important area. 

In 2012, India and China agreed that 

the tri-junction boundaries with Bhu-

tan and Myanmar (also called Burma) 

would be finally decided in consultation 
with these countries. Until then, the 

status quo would prevail. India believes 

China violated the status quo by build-

ing the road. Indian troops were sent to 

resist their Chinese counterparts in the 

area only after Bhutan, which has close 

ties with India, requested India to help. 

China insists Indian troops invaded 

Doklam/Donglang to help Bhutan, and 

it was a violation of international law. 

Mr Lu says India should not “take tres-

pass as a policy tool to reach or realise 

their political targets”.

Some analysts say India possibly 

made a mistake by openly conflating 
the building of the road with talk of po-

tential “serious security implications for 

India”. “I agree that there were security 

concerns, but it was wrong for India to 

voice them strongly. We could have just 

said that China had breached the status 

quo. By overplaying the security angle, 

we may have scored an own goal, and 

the Chinese are exploiting it,” an ana-

lyst told me.

tricky situation
He has a point. Long Xingchun, an 

analyst at a Chinese think-tank, says “a 

third country’s” army could enter the 

disputed region of Kashmir at Paki-

stan’s request, using the “same logic” 

the Indian army has used to stop the 

Chinese troops from building the road 

in Doklam/Donglang. “Even if India 

were requested to defend Bhutan’s ter-

ritory, this could only be limited to its 

established territory, not the disputed 

area.” 

Clearly, for the stand-off to end, all 
three sides need an agreeable solution 

without losing face. As China hardens 

its position, many believe that finding a 
“three-way, face saving solution” would 

be tricky and time consuming. Rela-

tions between the two countries are also 

at their lowest ebb in many years.

Both sides possibly passed up an 

opportunity to resolve the crisis ear-

lier this month when a potential meet-

ing between President Xi Jinping and 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the 

sidelines of the G20 summit in Ham-

burg did not happen. India said a meet-

ing with Mr Xi had never been on Mr 

Modi’s agenda; and China’s foreign 

ministry had said the atmosphere was 

not right for a meeting.

India’s influential National Secu-

rity Adviser Ajit Doval visit to Beijing 

for a meeting of Brics nations turned 

to be success. Doval, who is also the 

special representative for the India-

China border, met his Chinese coun-

terpart yang Jiechi. Both sides have 

made it a prestige issue. But diplo-

macy is all about keeping things going 

in difficult circumstances,” a former 

diplomat says. Despite the deteriorat-

ing relationship, a war is unlikely to 

break out. 

‘The Indian Army should stand firm’ 
- Lieutenant General Dr D B Shekatkar 

(retd), PvSM, AvSM, AvSM, was in 

charge of the entire China front in Ar-

unachal Pradesh during the Kargil War. 

The general, who served extensively in 

the North East, also compelled a record 

number (1,267) of terrorists in Kashmir, 

trained in Afghanistan and Pakistan to 

give up terrorism. General Shekatkar 

spoke to Rediff.com’s Archana Masih 
on the India-China standoff in the Sik-

kim sector.

Why a plateau in Bhutan is impor-

tant for India:

I know the Dokalam area in Bhutan 

since 1992 where the Chinese are exert-

ing their claim. It is at the tri-junction 

of Sikkim, Bhutan and China. It is legal-

ly important for us because in mountain 

warfare, even a 10 feet high ground is of 

importance.

Over the years, the Chinese came 

during the grazing season, stayed for 

a few days with yaks and went away. 

They used to tell the Bhutanese that this 

is our area. For the last two years, the 

Chinese came in strength and started 

building roads on the Doklam plateau. 

It is also strategically located near the 

Siliguri corridor. Assuming it is occu-

pied and deployed with guns and heavy 

armament, it is such a narrow patch that 

anyone who controls it will also controls 

the entry and exit from the North East. 

It can cut off the entire North East.
There are 2 to 3 hydel projects com-

ing up in this area where India has in-

vested heavily. One project is Jaldhaka 

(on the Indian side of the India-Bhutan 



O p i n i O n  E x p r E s s 49August 2017

border). The Chinese have entered the 

Doklam plateau because it overlooks 

the Chumbi valley which is Chinese ter-

ritory. This is the military reason why 

China is keen on the Bhutanese terri-

tory. When sensitive territory goes into 

the hands of your enemy or adversary, 

he becomes more powerful in military 

terms.

Assuming the Chinese take over 

that area (the doklam Plateau) 

they will not stop at that. they will 

keep pushing further. It will be 

easier for them to further expand 

their territory.

The reason for the current India-

China stand-off:
Linked to this is that Bhutan is a 

small country. It is a sovereign country, 

but there is a small training detachment 

of the Indian Army to train the Bhuta-

nese forces. It is located at Thimpu and 

a place called Ha in the Chumbi valley. 

The Indian Army has been in Ha for 

decades, which is a training establish-

ment. The Doklam Plateau is at close 

proximity to this place.

When training the Bhutanese army 

on operational parameters, the Chinese 

troops entered the area and because the 

Indian Army was present there, they 

were told to go back. That is how the 

Indian Army got involved and China 

claims that Indian Army has entered 

the Doklam area. The Chinese in the 

past come and go, but this time the Chi-

nese were trying to bulldoze their way 

through the Bhutanese army into the 

Doklam Plateau.

on China asking the Indian Army 

to withdraw and India’s refusal to 

stand down:

China has no business to tell the In-

dian Army to withdraw because that is 

Bhutanese territory. If at all, somebody 

should ask the Indian Army to vacate, 

it is Bhutan. The Chinese are telling 

the world that the Indian Army has 

ingresses into their area. The Indian 

Army should stand firm. I feel the Chi-
nese will vacate that area in two months 

after it begins to snow.

In Kargil also, both the Indian Army 

and Pakistan army used to withdraw, 

but in 1999, we found they did not, 

which led to the Kargil War. This time, I 

don’t think the Bhutanese army will va-

cate that area lest the Chinese continue 

to stay on even during the winter. Then 

there will be open war. Therefore, the 

Bhutanese army will now have to stay 

there. The Indian Army should contin-

ue to remain there to support the Bhu-

tanese army.

The Indian army will not fight any-

body else’s war, but they should be there 

and be prepared. Once the Chinese re-

treat, India will also go back and leave 

the area for Bhutan. The Indian Army 

can be positioned 3 km or so behind the 

Bhutanese army on the Doklam Pla-

teau.

on the Chinese stance in the pres-

ent tension:

As per Chinese strategy they will 

continue to harp that this area belongs 

to them. According to the 1890 and 1914 

treaty that area doesn’t belong to them. 

They will try and show that the Indian 

Army has ingresses into their territory. 

The Indian Army cannot ingress into 

China through another country. If the 

army had crossed over from Sikkim 

it would have been a totally different 
thing, so that stand doesn’t hold good.

Why India needs to build world 

opinion on China:

As strategic framework, India should 

now build world opinion on China on 

the following issues:

1 China is the only nation in the world 

which officially protects two rogue 
nations -- Pakistan and North Korea. 

When a member of the United Nations 

Security Council protects two rogue na-

tions does it qualify to be a member?

Should not the world body take up 

this issue in the UN General Assembly 

to remove China from membership of 

the Security Council and take away its 

veto power?

2 China’s military strength is based on 

its economic strength.

Economic strength depends on in-

dustrial strength. If China’s economy 

is affected, its military will get impact-
ed. We should not sustain the Chinese 

economy and look at it as economic 

warfare.

3 India should engage China on the 

seas so that China’s influence does 
not increase in the South China Sea. 

Our strategy should be to engage with 

the Philippines, vietnam, South Korea, 

Japan, Taiwan.

India should be able to engage China 

in the Indian Ocean ring, starting from 

the Straits of Malacca to the Straits of 

Hormuz -- Myanmar, Sri Lanka, the Sey-

chelles, Gwadar. India should take world 

leaders into confidence and engage Chi-
na. That should be the grand strategy.

India should let it be known to China 

that they have been helping terrorists 

operating in India -- the Naxalites, in-

surgents in the North East. If India does 

even 2% of what the Chinese are doing, 

they will not know how to handle the Ti-

betans and the people in Xinjiang.

the Indian Army is not the same 

army as it was in the 1962 War:

We paid them back in 1967 when the 

Chinese suffered great casualties in the 
same Sikkim sector. We had to be tough 

against China in 1987 in the Tawang 

area. India is well aware that we are not 

the same India of 1962 and China is also 

aware of that. India should remind the 

world that does China have any neigh-

boring country as a friend?

Even North Korea, which is a rogue 

State, I don’t know if the Chinese treat 

them as a friend. I am sure they treat 

them as a slave. I don’t think the Chinese 

will make the mistake of calling Pakistan 

a reliable friend. Instead of harping on 

China’s strengths, let us start identifying 

its weakness. No country has resolved 

land border disputes with China on its 

own terms. They all had to agree to the 

Chinese terms including Russia.

Political Editor Prakhar 
Prakash Mishra comprehen-

sively studied the international 
and national press on India 

China border standoff and he has 
compiled a report taking out best 

of reports, coverage, interviews 
to highlight the perception and 

the reality of the current build 

up. Inputs from CNN, BBC and 
prominent Indian media are 

incorporated to offer a broader 
prospective.   

When training the 
Bhutanese army on 
operational parameters, 
the Chinese troops 
entered the area and 
because the Indian Army 
was present there, they 
were told to go back. 
That is how the Indian 
Army got involved and 
China claims that Indian 
Army has entered the 
Doklam area. 
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M
annara Chopra is an Indian film actress and mod-

el who predominantly works in Hindi and Telugu 

films. She is the cousin of famous actress Priyanka 
Chopra.  She made her Bollywood debut with the film Zid 
in 2014. After completing her education, Mannara moved 

to Mumbai, where she started her career in modeling and 

moved into advertising. She made 30-35 commercials, three 
of them alongside her cousin Priyanka Chopra, including one 

for Dabur Amla Hair Oil, which she said won her “instant rec-

ognition” and landed her an offer in Telugu films. She had 
also appeared in Amit Trivedi’s song ‘”Bas bajna chahiye”, 

the theme song for Gaana.com. Besides, she has worked as 

a fashion designer and as an assistant choreographer, being 

trained in dance forms like hip hop and belly dancing. She 

has done four more films post ZID. In a candid discussion 
with Nithya, Mannara speaks about her personal and profes-

sional life. 

Shifting from modeling to acting was a conscious de-

cision? 

Modeling to acting was a very interesting journey. It was 

exciting to play some completely other character than my own 

unlike modeling which is all about being yourself, showcasing 

your own attitude.

You were always inclined towards creative field?
I was attracted towards creative arts from a very early age, 

I majorly owe this inclination to my sister who I saw playing 

various roles. Off course family plays a major part of our life 
and career choices.

you have trait of showbiz? 

Fashion designing or choreography is all about creativity. 

Both need an intricate eye for something unique and differ-

ent, it’s all about aesthetics.

What is special in acting professional? 

I being able to be in the skin of a completely different per-

son is the most enthralling experience in acting. It makes you 

be in another person’s shoes, even if for a short time but it 

personally is a very enriching experience.

Being part of the established family in showbiz is an 

advantage?

Being a superstar’s cousin comes with a lot of advantages 

as well as responsibilities. It’s challenging to be able to live 

up to expectations but yes it definitely helps to make wiser 
choices and be in the right circle of people.

you are a solo or team person?  

For me it’s always about team work. I’m a people’s person, 

I enjoy being around people. It’s always a pleasure to meet 

new teams of such hardworking and talented people. It’s al-

ways a pleasure.

Your first experience of facing live camera?  
At first, facing the camera is overwhelming. But for me my 

affair with camera is always overwhelming. I love it!

Share your chemistry of working with super stars in 

Bollywood?

I have worked with Salman khan for a Suzuki commercial, 

so would love to work with him .have worked with director 

Imtaz Ali for a Parle Marie Tvc so he is my favorite. In south I 

wanted to work with Puri Jagan who launched faces like Kan-

gana, Ileana in south also known for his Hindi film Buddha 
hoga tera  baap. I consider myself to be very lucky to be work-

ing with him in his upcoming film ROGUE.

update on your future projects? 

Two of my films just got released last year in Telugu Jak-

kana and Thikka. Now this year had a New film (A grand 
release Puri Jaggarnath film )-ROUGE. It’s a bilingual film 
while will mark my debut in Kannada industry too other than 

releasing in Telegu. 

your preference is family or work?

For me I prefer to choose a balanced lifestyle. Work while 

I work but I need my time out with family and friends too. I 

like it fast when it’s fast but I can’t do without my own per-

sonal space, it recharges me. Home is where the heart is. For 

me it needs to be colorful and happy. I love minimalistic dé-

cor; colours make homes bright and positive. 

Interview conducted by Ms Nithya Ramesh for 
Opinion Express

StAr IN tHe MAkINg
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